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PREFACE

Lie This report on the socio-economic conditions of
small farmers, marginal farmers and agrieultural labourers
embodies the results of a sample survey of éé households
of small farmers, 48 households of mﬁrginal farmers and
48 households of agricultural labourers selected randomly
from & villages under 4 C.D._Eiocks in the Goalpara District.
The survey provides bench-mark data on these groups just
before the implementation of a scheme for the development
~of small farmers, marginal farmers and agri:ultural
- labourers initiated by the State Coverrment in four districts
of Assam including the distriet of Gcélparalwhicb is covered
by the present study.
2+ The study shows that the 'Green Revolution' has
touched only the fringe of thé problems of teﬁhnﬁlﬂgical
diffusion for development of agriculture. The small and

marginal farmers have actually remained outside the move-

B

ment for technological change through adoption of HYV seeds.

L - ié.faund that thefEmié_éﬁcugh awarenegs_ﬁmohg_these

groups of farmers about the potentiality of improved techo-
noleogye. But the resource éndowments of these groups do not
2llow them to switch over to new teehﬁologyJ With external
assistence in the form of provision for irrigation, supply
af HYV seeds and fertilisers, assured prices and strengthe-
ning of extension services, the small éndlmargiﬂai farmers
are expected to improve upon their present gguncmiﬂ conditions
through fuller utilisation of lard and labeur. The agricul-
tural labourers will also be berefittc when there is nore
demand for labour in the economy. Nevertheless, their problems
should require special attention. It is hoped that the

results of the present survey will provide an insight into
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the special problems of the three groups of underpriviledsed
farmers. The .crux of the problem is the extreme poverty

of these groups of people and attempts should be made to

: AL NALLS =
expand thelr =zssessments of income.
3. Like all other reports, the present one is alsc

the joint product of the Centre. Special mention should be
mgde of the services rendered by some of my colleagues. The
field investigation was done jointly by Shri N. Saha,
Research Officer and Shri P.C. Dutta, Senior Research
Investigator who with the help of Shri Someswer Baruah,
Senior Computor prepared the tables. The main burnt of
typing is borne by Shri Kamal Borah, Typist. Shri Naren Deka,
Gestetner operator memiographed the report.

4, Aeknowledgements are dus to the concerned RBloeck
Development Officers, Agricultural Extension Officers and
Gramseﬁaks who gave unstinted cooperation to the investi-
gating party. We are also tharkful to the head of the
sample households without whose cocperation this study

would not have been possible.

September 20, 1971. P.C. Goswani.
Agro-Economic Rgsearch Centre, Director.
Assam Agricultural University,
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CHAPTER OKE
INTRODUCTION

The Problem :

l.1. The prajects on the development of the small and
marginal farmers stem from the cperation of the new agri-
cultural stratesy based Mainly on the HYV programme. It
has been found from thea experience gained through the
implementaticn of this prcgramme that farm  strueture
Ereatly influencaes the adoption of new technologies asso-
cisted with HYV seeds. The large farms are endowed with
resources for adoption of the new Teehnology due mainly
to :(1) capacity to undertake risk ang faece unecertzinties
ATising out of failures, (ii) Capacity for higher invest-
ment of capital and labour, (iii) Capacities for pra;iding
adequate Sacurity for eredit from institutional agencies
and (iv) Influénce of blg farm.re over local administra-
tion, among others.

1.2, The level of adopticr of new technology assoecia-
ted with HYV programme i1 Assam is slow and tardy. The
Teasons are nol far to seeck, there are certain built-in
eonstraints =zpainst adoption of new technology in ﬂssam,'
The farm structure is the most important single factor
influenecing adoption of new technology. Assam 1s the land
of small farmers. The average farm-sige comes to slighfly
higher than 5 acres. It has been found in an earlier study
that about 61% of the 250 farms in five pleiné villages
©f Assam surveyed by the Apro-Fecnomic asearch Centre,
Jorhat owns less than five =oras of land l- According

to NSS sixteenth round (190-61) 749 o+ estimated number
of operational hcldings operating 45% of the ﬁrea falls

under 5 acres. This prependeransns of small farms may be

1. Goswami, P.C. & Sailia, *.D. : Problems of Small ‘Farmers
in Assam. A.E.R.Cantre.
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the chief obstacle in the way of the spread of HYV seed
Secondly, the HYV programme in Assam has remained in the
pilot stage and is managed by the Agricultural department
through the distribution of subsidised inpuis-seads and
fertilisers to a selzeted group of farmers, who have
access to the extension stafl of the Elﬁcks. Latest data’
on the area under HYV paddy and other crops =re not

avallable. The Government of Assam have set following

target for implementation of HYV paddy in Assam for 1267-63

ary:l 1958 5_9_.__ : e Tl

Year Land under paddéy Target of P.C. of the
HYV cultivation

— area url r

196768 47,68, 000 65,000 1.36

1968-62 . 47,868,000 171,990 o=t

_ TS = : 5 £ S
3 e 5 The prograrme envisaged 5 selectime approaci on

-

the basis of irrigati icnal facilitiee. But irrigatieornai

facilities in Assam are meagre. fccording to tae study on

HYV programme - ohly 46 eccres ontiof J283 2eres under padd;
(of 100 participant farmers selected for study) were foun'
having contrclled irrigation. On the basis of this Iinformn-
tion and observations in other aress, it can be guessed
that not more than 10% of the paddy land in Assam is

irrigated. This imposss a serious limitation in the way

[ 47]

of adoption of EYV paddr-

1.4. The situaticn varies from distriet to distriet
and among regicns in tha some district on the adoption of
HYV seeds and improved technolcgy. In Table 1.1 are given

the ares under HYV paddy in the ikroe supdivisicn of

goalpara district.

g, Gohain, D.(1963) : Zepcrt o] y 33k paddy : 1o
rEihs_gqt,ﬂ_aﬁzigé*mlégng? datq intisele
.. |that barely 2.2% B’ cf Tihve tola . paddy are
~.| covered with HiV Dacdy In GonipDarc district. ft“i?
X~ | gathered ThHat H.“:Jiu girert A SYETLId hiatse hava
| been introduces im the distriet. e
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Table 1.1

Area under HYV Paddy and use of fertilisers in
Goalpara Distriet by Subdivisicns, 1270-71.

Sub-division Total area Ares under Faertilisers
under Paddy HYV Paddy consumed(tommes .

Dhubri 340,732 &,037 650
(2.4%)

Kokrajhar 304, 592 S,411 1,218
(1.8%)

Goalpara 289, 689 74156 434
(2.5

Total

Goalpara 934,913 20,004 2,402

District (2.2%)

Note :- Figures in brackets indicate P.C. of total ares.
N L9 8
1.5, The Govermment of Assam, at the instance of the

Planning Commission have undertaken a project for paying
"spacial attention to the problems Df.th% under-priviledsged
farmers and agricultural labourers who have not, in general,
been able to take advantage of the 'green revolution' because
of being eircumseribed by various handicaps and limitations'.
It was originslly envisaged that the State would be alloted
two 'Small Farmers Development Agency (SFDA) projects each
for 40-50 thousand people and two Marginal Farmers and
tgricultural Labourers Development Ageney (MFALA) each for
15-20 thousand people. But with the consent of the Governmert
of India, the State Government have undertaken 4 (four) -
combined projects of "Small Farmers & Marginal Farmers and
fAgricultural Labourers Development Agencies" convering three
plains districts viz. Goalpara, Kamrup and Nowgong and cone

hill distriet, viz., United Mikir and N.C. Hills. According

Bt

to the project report, the object of the composite project

is "to tackle in a integrated manner the whole group of

under-priviledged farmers in selected areas'.
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LsGo i The State Covermment's project, in its report
has tentatively Asfined the three sategories of farms
qn the basis of operational 1and;heldingiiggl}l farmers
are those who hold land between 2.5 to 5 acres (8 to 15

bighas), the marginal farmers holding land between 1 to

2.49 acres. (3 to 8 blghas) and the agricultural labourers
a¥e those who hold lihd.lESS thaﬁ 1 aere (or 3 bighas) or

a homestead of thgirlﬂwn and deri;e their livelihesd from
agrieultural wages.)The basic stfatégy being making the
different groups into viable units, the criterion of
élassifying people on the basis of land-hnlding will be
found unsatisfaplory under differentS@il-climﬁte—crup
¢omplexs Nevertheless, as there is no data on inecome from
land and labour there is nc alternative, at present,to
elassifieatlon based on land-hclding.

B The prejecfs will be administered through the
existing development agenecies of different State gcvernment
departments but the over-all charge will "be ve;;;d upon

a nan-offiéial registered agency called.ﬁﬂﬁill and Marginal
 Farmers =and Landless Agriculturist Davelcpmént Ageney". The
constitution of the Agency is given in Eppeﬁﬁix "pr, There
will be a State-level Cocrdination Committee with the-
Agricultursal Commissioner as the Chairman.

Qbjects & Seope of the Present Survey :

148 This Quiek Survey h=s been taken up at the
instance of the Planning Cormissicon with 2 view to Have
a plcture of the existing rESOHICEE;'ﬁccupmﬁiwr'éna
emplocyment levels =nd sources of income, indebtedness

and sources of credit eropping pattern and techrology of
the different groups of farmers toc be oovered by the

SMFLADA. The survey, in a limited way, m~y 2lso shed scne

light on the alternative methods of supplementing existing



income by different groups of people under different
physical and ma*er¢a1 bﬂckj“ﬂunds.

1.9. The survey iqﬁQOnfined to tha district of
Goalpara which remains the most backward district of the.
Plains Division Df'ﬁssam} Tn have an idea of Gthe dictri-
the physieal ;nﬁggociﬁ-econﬂmic background of the Jigtrd

is discussed in chapier Swo.

Methodology ! :
1.10, For the purpcse of this survey, four C.D. Blocis

have been selected pu-posively in the fonr 3g7C- ~nc3:

=
-

economic zones of the district. Two viilages

these Blocks have been select ted to Tepresent the zhor 20T

u

ristic social and crop-complex of the Bices. A Iistacd

farmers with ownership =nd operational holdings ol each

village was nrepared. From the village 1ist acisehelds

14;

small farmers, 6 bhruscholds spginel Pormeds-aid ©

househeolds of hgTLQV'L1r—1 1abourars are sciected al rane

f - a < - - a b - -
BVl P AP ahb el SR R ST S e |
: "

A common. schedule
'amang the selacted households for collectlion of data.

A village backzround aneshlonzlre was veed to colleet

4
b | a-K -

necessary backzround gaterisls 1o Toe suive

< s The field survey WAS cnnuﬂﬂ“”1 ﬁh- re a noath
: 5 i,

el

in Marech<April. 197.. Tae ainual data Teiaue to—ShG ear
commenicing from Rpoil, TeT0 o Darch. R s S
collected through inizrwicw mathod, ere subject Lo the
1imitations of such suwrvays. Iv 1z, nowewer, aupeched Lha'
these will give a fair pacture ofl vhe sooto—asaniliie
conditions of the threos eronps of farmers taken up Ior

study.



CHAPTER TWO

DISTRICT BACKGROUND

Siigation :

21, The district of Goalpara is situated in the
western extreme of the Brahmaputra valley of Assam board-
ering North Bengal between g89Y2' and 20006iE longitude

and 25%81 and-é6654'ﬁ latitude. It is bounded in the north
by the hills of Bhutan, in the south by the Garc Hills of
Meghalsya, in the east by the district of Kamrup and in
the west by the plains of north Bengal distriets of

Coachbehar and Jalpaiguri.

Topography :
2.2.~  The topography of the distriet is characterised

by alluvial plains dotted with small intermittent hills or
hillocks. These hills and hillocks are thought to be the
projections‘of the Assam Hills in the sotuth of the distriet.
The mighty Brahmaputra passes through the distrlet in east-
west direction and turns towards the south below Dhubri.
About 75% of the area of the district 1lies on the nerthern
bank of the river Brahmaputra. The distriet 1s criss-
crossed with innumerable rivers and streams which flow
into the Brahmaputra. Among the tributaries, prominent
rivers in the north bank are the Manas, the Ai, the
Champawati, the Saralbhanga, the Tipkai,; the Gadadhar and
the Sankosh. These rivers have risen from the Bhutan
hills. In the scuth bank, the chlef tributarles are the
Karnai, the Krishnai, the Dudhnai and the Jinjiram, all
rising from the Garc Hillss The distriet has many low-
lying areas and marshy lands known locally as "besl"

which are good sources of fish. They slso provide

excellent facilities for 'Boro' (Spring or Summer) paddy

cultivation,
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Genlogv and Soil @

24T ~ The district of éoalpara has not yet bsen swrveﬁed
geologie.lly. No economic mineral has yet been disenvered
though it 15Tnnt unlikely tﬁat a few economic minerals are
there in the district. |
The soil of the distriet is alluvial with varyin-

proportion of clay and sand. The riverine tracts are mostliy
eharacterised by higher sand content. Soils gre-gllte
fertile and are fit for eultivation of different typ&s
of erops. The average Ph in water ﬁxtract 1s 5.4.:1
2eda The climate of the district is ché;aGtETiSEﬁ by
hot and wet rainy season covering four months « from Mav
to August, During this period, temperature and precipita-

tion wvary directly. From September to April hext vear, fhﬂ
elimate is pleasant. The southern and western part of the
district gets less rainfall than the northern and easter
part due to the existence of the Garn Hills in the south.
The rainfall data from 1967 to 19€9 are given in Statement
I in the Appendix.

Administrative D Jns ¢

245, The distriect of Goalpara is divided into three
sub=divisions ¢ Dhubri, Goalpara and K-krajhar. There ars
twenty Anchalik Fanchayats sach one of which is coverad
by a C.D. Block. Data on number of wvillages, number of
Goan Panchayat and other available information of the

Blocks are given in Statement II in the Appendix "A",

The Population Characteristics :

2.6, The Census data for 1971 are pa>t vet avallable.

In 1961, the district of Goalpara hai a population

1. Mahanta and Neog (1968)¢ Agriculture . and Animal
Husbandary in Assan, PF.5G.



of 14543,892 persons. This

by

s i
ives a dspsity Tigure of

Uy

Lllil

388 persons per square mile (150 persons/sq.km.).
Between 1951 and 1961, the rate of gr-wth of population

was 39.64%, the highest raté among the plains districts of
Assam, The phenomenal ‘rise in density of population will

be av{dﬂnt from the following density figﬁres_t

Year 31 1961 = 1951 1941 1931 .31921 1911
_ per sg.mile 388 = 278 . 1 26b 222 192 151
Per sq.lm. 149,817 107.34 ~ 98.46 85.71 74,13 580

ﬁhubri 5ub;divisian is very dené31y populated ecompared
to Kokrajhar and Goalpara sub-divisions. In 1961, the
denslty of prulatlﬁn in Dmubri sub-division was 575
personsf sq.mile. (222 person/sq.lm.) against 427 ne.snnsf
sg.mile (165 parsns{;q.km.) in Goalpara and 257 persons/
sg.nile (29 parsnns-!sd;km.) in Kohr;jhar_sub-divisinns.‘
(Statement III .in the Appendix 'A')
2 52 | The district of Goalpara remains one oI the"
backward districtsiof Assam due to slow Tate Gf growth
of industries. The district remains almost s salely danenﬂenu
on agriculture and:small-gscale agro-industries. An estimate
of the Etatp,éave;nmgnt ﬁlaéés the per capita income of
this alstrict at current prices in 1960-61 at Rs. 236.00
which happens to be the lowest among the plains distriet
of Assam. | R
2.8 hﬂcnrﬁing to 1961 census, 1,441,749 perscns
constituting 93.4% of the total population of the district
live in 3,708 villagess The average size of village. comes
to 389 persons. ‘Upto 1§éll there weraiﬂnlp tiro tqwns:ia
the'ﬂistriof; ﬁhubri and Gaalnara, tké ﬁist?ictﬂanﬁ g1 h-
divisional heaﬂquartarq reqngctiv"ly. After the censvs 7

1961 six new towns® have been recognised to be managed by

town comnlttees.

2. These are ﬂ@kraaba;, Sanat“ an, Bilask*;ﬂra, Mankacha
Bongaipaon and Abhayapuri.



Main Communities

2.9 The pﬂﬁulafioh in the districet may be divided

into two major religious communities: Hindus and Muslims.
According o 1961 census, 50.05% of the population profe-
_ssed. Hindulsm,43.32% Islan ad the rast 5.73% Enristian

and other faiths. The Muslims may be divided ints twd
groups ¢ the iggﬁr . and immigrané.; The Immigrant
Muslims are numericaily dominant and they are known to be
better cultivators than the loeal ﬂuslims wh? have some
affinity with the 1oecal Hindus. Among the Hindus also thers
are immigrants, main%y refugess from BEast Bengal. Among
this group the majﬂrity has settled in urban and semi=-
urban areas and taken up non-agricultural ﬁersuits, like
trade, commerce and %ransport. There are,of course, some
refugee cultivators, but they are mostly tenant Tarmers.
Among the 1local Hindus, the major coririinities are Rajbanshis
(Koehes), Kolitas and Yugis. The latter twn commnities
are better cultivatcrg than the fAormer. The Bods-kKacharis
who are concentratsd ip the Kokrajhar sub=divisizn are |
recngnised- as ‘scheduled tribe', though they re;arﬂ_ _____ :
themselves as Hindus. About 15% of the total population:

in the distriet are seheﬁuled tribed, only 5% are 3chednled
castes. The Rajbanshis are Tecognised as a backward
commini ty, The.dist?ict has a lgrge section »f immigrant
pomilation. The recent developments in East Bengal

EEangla Desh) have further aggravated the situation.
Literacy :

Suilly The district »f Goalpara lags far behind in

both level of education and literacy. The data on P.C.
rat#igiteracy1among the rural and urban population by

g8ex in the district is given in Table 2.1.

A
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qub:[.e 211!
Literacy in Goalpara District by Bural-Trban Bresk-un
and Sex. :
Sex Rurgl Urban Total
Male 28.3 : e D D 230.3
Female 52 DL 38,4 10.8
Total 1937 48.5 2133

Source s 1961 Census.!

Ifdustrial Classification of Workers = -

2.11, . In StatementIV in Appendix "AM, data on the
classification of workers by industrial category for 1961

ecensus a;a given for the district. In the district, agri- ~r.
culture (incluﬁing'hnuschslﬂ industry ahd animal husb?ndrv}
gives employment to 83.1% »f the total workers. In the

rural sectnr,'the dEpenﬂence an agricﬁlture will bhe

naturally higher. This is because of the fact that the

district haa remained virtually dependent on aszrienlture.

The percentage distribution of workers by sex and indusbrial

catagory is given in .Tgble 2.2

Tgble -}!r..r.-

Percentage Distribution of Workers by Sex & Industrisl
Catezory, 1961

Percentage as workers

Industrial :

Catagory Male Female . Total
Zultivators 70,70 70.61 ?Clﬁ@
Agricultural labours  7.42 3.18 6.28
Household Industry 0,93 20,17 .12
Others - IEﬁ.ﬁG 004 16,90

Tntal 100, 0G0 100.C0 106G, 00
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Particinétiog Rate :
2.12. According to 1961 census, about 20% of the
total population of the ii:tric#ﬂéré'rcturxsd as ‘‘workera'.
In Statement IV in Appendlx "“A", L;hﬁ distribution of wor=ars
Dy industrlal category in 1961 census is giv . About 71%
of the totgl workers of the distriet are recorced as
' eultivators' and ancther 67 as'agricultural labourers’ .
Household industry which inecludes dairy and ﬁﬁuliry farmi)
employed ancther 6% only. As we are concerned more with
rural sector, data on the distribution of workKers by indus
- trial category and sex iﬁ the rural sectors ars given in
Statement V-in Appendix "A". In the rural secter, 75% of

the workers are 'cultivators', 7% are 'agricultural

labourers' and 6% are engaged in 'household industry .

Female P::;;'licita'-’fion ¥ _

2913 It is found that orly 22.57 of the ftotal
femalé population in the distriet rre “ﬂ+v"rf5 S SR gt
The eorresponding figure for the mala p pulation is 58
Among the rural population, the percentages of male and
female population are 55.0% and 23.6% resnectively.’ Fro
the data available for the sample villazes Tepresenting
different major communities of the district, it aprears
that the rate of participation of female population in
gainful works differs considerably. (St r;te‘?.-'-:n'L Vi in
Appendix npwy), The participation rate of female nopulatlon
is comparstively low among the immigrant Muslims, Kaliv
and Koches (Rajbanshis) than among the Podo-Kacharis.
2.14. Thus the participation rate is moTe tha
50% in Umanagar and Baraiguri inhabited by the Lacharl:

against only 23.28% in Duduarkanda (Jaydevprr), a vills;
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~dnhabited by the Rajbanshis and 27.27% in Bhasanirchar (I
populated by immigrant Muslims. In this respect, Kokoijana,
a village inhibated by the Rajbanshis betrays some affinity
with the wvillages inhabited by the Kacharis. In this
?illage, the participation rate is 49.27%. 52:15% of the
female population of the village were returned as"workers"

in 1961 (Statement VI in Appendix ™a").

e T MU R R h L o ——

Land Utilisstion :

2415, Data on the land utilisation of Goalpara
district are available for 1964-65 (given in Statement VII
in Appendix"A".) The district is very rich in forest

resources, particularly, Sal (Shorea robusta) forests and

247,948 hectares accounting for 24.06% of the total area
of the district are under forests.: fApout 30% of the total
area of the district are under cultivaticn. The cror
intensity of 1.36 in that year appears to be high compared
to 1.20 for Assam plains and ‘1.19 for All-issam. The net
area sown per head of population comes to. 42 cents

(«174 heetares) in 1961.

Crop Pattern :

alb, The elimatic and soil coﬁﬂitinn; gf ﬁhe
diEtric£ are suitable for cultivation Of.n variety of
crops. The subsistence nnture of agriculture has, however,
encouraged certain traditional crops like paddy ﬁnd'jute
which account for more than 854 of the eropued area of
the district. In Statement VIIIin Appendix "A" are given
data on the crop pattern of four Blocks selescted for
study along with these of the district as a whole. Whe=t,
maize and potatces are recently introduced and it is

gathered that all these crops are doing well. The

traditional crops are paddy (thu and S5ali), jute, mustard
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and pulses. Gouripur and Srijongram Blocks situated in

the ﬁe&tern and eastern periphery of the distriect havs
m&felgggﬁ under jute than other two Blocks situated in

the central and northern part of the district. Jute is
very pnpuiar among immigrant cultivators from East Bengal
than among the local cultivators. The crop intensity also
~ Varies considerably among these two EToUpSs . Data ecllected
from the eight villages indicate that higher the préssure
of population, grester is the crop intensity.

. 2.16. The district of Goalpara remains almdstlsulely
depeﬂdent on agriculture and allied occupatiors of aﬁimal
husbandry, horticulture and forestry. In the above discu-
séian, attempts have been made to give an idea of the
gecgraphical and social background in whieh agriculture

is practised. The next chapter devoted to the discussion
on the salient features of the selected Blocks and villages
is expected to provide the immediate backgfound in whiech

_ the subjects of the.atudy, viz. the small and marginal
farmers and agricultural labourers ecarry on with their

1ivelihﬂod.



CHAPTER THREE

Profiles of Selected Bloecks and Tillages

Igtrcdugtiog H
3=Te In the foregoing chapter, a short accﬁunt of the

district of Goalpara has been given. Before going to
present the results of this guick survey, 1%t is proposed
here to give a bird's eye view of the selected C.D. Blocks
and the villages. It has been pointed out earlier that

four Blocks have been selected from three sub-=divisions

of the district to cover the agro—socio-ecmnoﬁic Zones.
From each of the Blocks, two villages are purﬂﬁsively-
selacted to represent the characteristic social and crop-
complex of the Block. There are two Blocks from Dhubri
sub—diﬁisian and one Block each from the Kokrajhar an&
Goalpara sub-divisions. All these Blocks and villages are
expected to gi%e a fair picture of the district of Goalpara.
3+2s The district of Goalpara is divided into 20
Anchalik Panchayats each of which 1s covered by a cOmMMlae
nity Dpveloﬁment (or Tribal Development) Block. A list of
C.D. Blocks with headquarters, area and paphlatlcn is

given in Statement IX (Appendix many . The crop patterns

of the four selected Blocks along with that of the disericth
are presented in Statement VIII (Appendix “ﬂ"}. Ta have

a picture of the demographic situations in the selectsad
villages, data on the area, population, literacy rate,
number of workers as cultivators and agricultural labourers
are given in Statement VI (Appendix Hany . A short account
of the special features of the selected Sloeks and

villages is given below.

I1.Gourinur C.D, Bloeck

334 Gouripur C.D. Block covers an area °f 135.07

== S L T R, fomm A L2 rlis TNibwalmd Daldsa S+att-n



bordering East Bangal. Dharmsala, the Block headquarters,
is at a distance of about 8 kms, from both Dhubri and
Gouripur towns. According to 1961 census, there are 156
+ villages (31 Gaon Sabhas) with a total population of
78,248 persons. The population in 1971 will be about 1 lakh.
The Block is predominantly inhabited by the immigrant
Muslims and the Rajbanshis (Koches), a backward Hindu
comminity. Soil and climate are suitable for a large waricty
Gf-cTnps, hoth in Kharif and Rabi seasons. Paddy (Ahu, Sali
Bao and Boro) oecuples about_ﬁ%.ﬁ%lénd1jute 12.3% of the
total eropped area of the Block i@ 1970-71. In the Rabi
seasoh, Eustard, pilses and whsat.are the major crops whiech
together account for about 15% of theitﬁtal eropped area.
An intensive area development programme for jute is in
aﬁ;ration in the Block. From observation, it seéns that
théfe is a good scope for extension of area under whéat in
this Block. A variety of vegetables are cultivaﬁeﬂ mostly
by the Myslims cultivators. These VEgetablea find good
markets in the towns of Dhubri (pupulﬁfiﬁn: 28,555 persons
in 1961) and Gouripur (population : 9,791 in 1961).0ccasional
gluts in the wvegetable markets are reported indicating the
necessity of organising better marketing facilities, A Tew
deep tube-wells have been sunk for ir?igation- There 1s
gnod scope of aygmenting ground water aé ﬁafer-level is high.
Two villages Bhasanirchar- Part II and Jhagrapar- Parc III
have been selected for study from this Block. The charac-
teristic features of these villages are discussed below.

Bhasanircphar- Part 11 Villagze:

3.4, Bhasanirchar is a biz willage situated In tha
riverine tfaétl in the south of Dhubri £3wn at a distarcs

of about 3 kms. from it. The village is divided into three

T o
1. Char means river island or an area formed in the
river bed due to deposition of so2il by recedlng rivers.



Tevenue units and one of them (Part II) has been selected
for this study. The village, since long, is iAhabited by
the Muslim immigrants from East Bengal. fhe soil of the
village is unstable sandy loam as the villége femains
under flood water during the high spate of the Brahmaputra
that flows by the side of this village. According to 1961
census, there were 82 households which 1hcreaseﬁ o 113
the prasent survey. 30 of the households culti%ate land
wholly owhed by thsm.-Tenant'farmers'ﬁredbmiﬁate éﬂﬂng

the households, precisely EELO%iare.tenant'fafmérs; Ths
average farm size comes to 2,37 acres (D:BE hectares)B8.0 %
»f the households own land less than o acres( 2.&25 hectares).
The villagers are good cultivators dnd doublé or miltinle
eropping is widely prac:iéad:'Paﬁdy (Aman o7 ﬁaﬂg A and
- 8ali), jute, smgll millets (finger millétﬁr{ﬁﬁeeha“and
known), wheat, barley, mustard, ﬁulscs (Hﬁrségf;m,
blackgram, lentil and peas), potatd, chilli, tomato and
different kinds of vegetgbles for which thé%e is ready
market at Dhubri town are-imﬁartéht crspg-nf the village.
. During the field investigation tomato was sé]iiﬁg at 20
paise per kz. in the village. Even at Dhubri town, the
retatl price of tomato was only 25 paise per kg. It has
heen réparted'that'cultivati:n'of'tﬁmatﬁ and potato has

. great potentiality in the village. The farmers are very
nrogressive and Tready to accewﬁ innovatiﬂné. The sunply
of. pump sets to the viIlagers mAy encourage sultivation
of rabi crops and vegetables. g &3

. Jhagrapar Part IT Village.

e Pk
& =

3.5, Thagrapar Part:1T:¥illage 1674t a distanca !

about 8 kms: from Dhubri town. The viilagq.dqri?eﬂ s
name from Jhagra beel(marshy land, similar io very =2hall~y

lake) provides excellent facility for fishery and bhors pad -
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cultivation., But unfortunately it has ndt beern proparcly
exploited :as yet. The village is inhabited by the Rajban-

shis a backward Hindu community. Paddy (Ahu and Sali) and

'jute are the two 1mn5"tant crops. “baugﬁ there is good

market for wegetables, the ?1llage s have not taken-any’

interest in vegetable cultlvatisn. The village?s are easy-

“going people and have remained economically backward.

Acecording to 1961 census, there were 85 households in the

village. In this study, a hamlet with 42 households have

been surveyed. 23 hamlets (54,76%) are'cﬁlfiﬁgtﬁrs of

wholly owned land out of these 42 hausahmlds, but one=-

tural labourers. andanother one-third into the category »f

“marginal farmers. About one-fifth of the househnlds is
‘small farmers. This means that more than'BS% of the total
" "hdusehslds are together small and marginalifarmﬂﬁs and

égricultural lgbourers. The average farm size comes to

about 1.02 hectares (2.50 acres). The villagers have no
interest in animal husbandary and pﬁﬁltry farming. There
are 47 heads of bullocks, Si cnws.and'14 young cattle
belonging to the 42 households. A m&jﬁritf'ﬂﬁ the houses

hold daas nnt have .even a ﬁair af bullﬂckq.

D. Elfrk anvers an ares of 285
sqg.miles (5R2.75 sq.kns. ) of the western part of the
Bilashipara Police Station af Dhubri Sub—division. The
Block had a poyulatiﬂn nf 90,494 persgns according to
1961 census. The populgtion might hawve crossed one lakh
by 1971. There are 347 villages (32 Gaon Sabhas) in the
Block. The major agricultural communities are the Rajban-
shis (Koches), K31itas, Y“giq among the Hindus. ‘Among

the Myslims, there are two sections : local and lmmigrnat.

The Block has an extensive riverine tract including gharsg



(islets) on the Brahmaputra. A large varlety -f crops

can be cultivated. Paddy occuples agbonut three-Iourths

of the eronped area. Next in importance are Mustard, pulses
and jute. Sugarcane is cultivated on a small scale. There
is a good sespe for extension of sugarcane cultivation
(Ref. Statement VIII in Appendix "A"). There are fwo small
towns, Bilashipara (10,025 nopulation) and Sapatzran
(7,546 population) within this Block. Irrigation can Dbe
augnmented from many small rivulets and rivers with pump-
sets. The eharacteristic features of the two wvillages-
Kadamtala- Part III and Jaydevpur (Duduarkanda) are given

below.

T it

Kadamtala Part II

37 Kadamtala inhabited mainly by the Muslims is a
village within about 3 kms. rom Bilashipara town. The
village is divided intoc three revenue units. For the purpose
of the study, Part IIT of the village has been surveyed.
The village is situated by the side of the Gaurang river,
a tributary of the Brahmaputra. There is near the wvillage
a begl, Raghunath Chhera which provides an excellent
facility for boro paddy eultivation. A fair weather
jeepable road connects the village with Bilashipara. A
broken bridge does not allow trucks to enfer the village.
It, however, enjoys excellent marketing facilities for
jute, paddy and vegetables. The village suffers f{ron
recurrent floods and without some protective [eaSures,
there is little possibility of good agrieultural develon=
ment in the village. Paddy (Abu, Sali and Bora), jute,
muistard, pulses (lentil and grams) and wheat are maln
erops. Monohar Sali, a local high yielding variety of
paddy has been cultivated by a few households. The wvillage

has g fair scope for irrigation but pump gets will havse
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t~» be supplisd. There is a service cooperative sociaty in
.the village which also suﬁﬁlles eredit. According to 1961
census, the village contained 75 households. During our
éﬁrvey there were 93 households in the villagze. The
.village js entirely dependent on agriculture. Tenant
faimera nredomlnate in the village. 86% of the workers
were cultivators and another 12% agril. labourers accord-
ipg to 1061 census. Percentage of llteracy was 15 low as
ll;SG% in 1961. The village is served by a L.P. School
Pﬂ a venture M.E. Madrassah. The average farm comes Lo
1.14 hectares (2.82 acres). About 40% .of the total
househmldq are tenant farmers. The small farms constitute
al. 2%, narginal farms 25.8% and ag“icultural 1abour
households 21.5% of the total households (farms) in the
%111353. Dairy and poultry contributes good income to the
vlllageré. On an average, there is one mileh cattle per
households. - '
ah eyTur EDgﬂ arkanda) Villgees
3,8, : Jaydevpur {Duduarkanda}, a Raibanshi village
rhwhich is at a distance of 5 kms. fron Sapatgram town. The
village remainq quite backward in eormrmnication. Thers
- are two P.W. D. gravel roads that pass within 3 kms. £rom
the village, but tha e is no road to connect the village
with the main roads. Bullﬁck-carts remain the chisf’
transport for the willagers to 1each the mar riets,
According to 1961 census, tlhere were 35 households in the
Hillaaé; Dufing the pr eqent urvéf5 there were 37 house-
holds. The village remains backward in 1ite acF ‘and -
education. lhE percéntage of liter acy waq.zﬂlv 14.27 in
1961. There is a L.P. School inside the “viliages For
highe? edﬁcatiﬂn, the students have tﬁ g0 &0 Sapafgfai.

In X971, there were two matriculats in the villags.
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" The land in the village is sandy loam and is not so fertile
compared to certain neibouring villages. The peopls are
also not energetic, no improved erop or animal has entered
the village. Paddy (Ahu and Sali)s jute and mnstard are
main crops. ‘Arecanut is the chief orchard ¢rop of the
village.ﬁfﬁg village 1s served by a serwvice cosperative
(Santipur Agricultural Cooperative Societyl. A minor irri-
gation“ﬁfaject was Initiated a few ysars back, by the
governnent but the project has remained ineomplets. The
village has excellent scope for development of minor irri-
gation from rivers with pumpsets. The ave}age farm size
comes to only 0.89 hectares (2,20 acres), the lowest size
among the surveyed villages. The small and marginal farms
predominate in the village constituting 32.4% and 27.0%

of the total households (farms)  respectively. Only about
32.3% of the households are cultivators of wholly owned
land, while about 38.0% are tenant farmsrs. Though- the
average member of bullseks per household eomes to 1.22
there are more than 2 milch cows pér EE?E;EEE‘%tEEﬁ a?srage
copmes to 2,03) in the village. The local braed of CQJS:ai?e
very low yleld, on an average half a litre of milk per day
during the lactation period. Improved breed of milch
animals may be introduced in the wvillage, as there is good
marketing facility for milk and people have shown an
inclination for dairying. Dueks may alsc be introduced as
_the Rajbanshis will not take up keeping fowls. |

III Srijonegram C.D. Block

3.2 The Srijongram C.D. Block envers 16R8.Z2 sg.milss

(435.64 sg» kms.) of the southern part of the Narth
Salmara Police Statinn of the Goalpara district. Beinz
situated in the border of Kamrup distriect, the s-il,

climate, crop pattern and even pomulation 2f this Block
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bear an affinity with those of the Barpeta sub-divielon of
Kamrup. There are 260 villages organised into 22 Gaon
Eﬂbh;5§ Barghola, the Block headquarters is situated at a
distance of 5 kms. from Abhayapuri town (population @
5,227 in 1961). According to 1961 census, the total popu-
l1ation of the Block was 70,481 which might have teached
more than 920 thousands. The main agricultural communities

are Rajbanshis (Koches), Kolitas, Yogis among the Hindus.

There are immigrant Muslims and Hindu refugees in the

 Block. Paddy (Ahu, Sali, Bac and Borc) ceccupies 78.0% of

the total cropped area. Ahu and 8Sali are equally important
constituting about 30% of the cropped area. Bao paddy
(broadcast deep-water pad&?) accounting for about 14.:4% ol
the cropped area is sultivated in the low-lylng areas.
Jute is the second most important crop cultivated in sbout
10% of the cropped area. (Incidentally, the district average
for jute is 10-11% of the cropped area). Pulses are grown
in about 7% of the cropped area. Wheat is newly introduced
and grows well in the riverine tract with sandy loam. Twe
villages selected for study are Boalimari and K-koijana-
Part 1.

Eoglimafi Yillage

3.10. Boalimari is situated within 2 kms from Athoya-
puri towm. It enjovs excellent transport and marketing
facilities. According to 1961 census, There were 85
households in the village. In the present investigation,
two hamlets (para) of the village, viz. Rowmari para and
Kalitapara with 53 households are surveyed. Enlitapara

has good fertile soil suitable for paﬂd?.(b:ﬁh ihw and

4 1

Sali) eultivation. Roumari para is situated by the @

e

of Kalkuna beel, a sprawling marshy land of gandy soll.
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while Kalitapara is peopled by the local people, Hovmari-
para 1is cgmpaézg of immierant Hindu and Muslin cultiyators.
A large variety of crops, Paddy (thu, Bao and Sali), Jute,
Mﬁsﬁﬁrd, Pulses, Millets, Potato, Sweet Potato, Chilli and
_jvegetebles are cultivated in the ﬁaumaripara to augment
i'austenance from unkindly soil. The village enjoys excellent
eﬁucanlﬂnal fiﬂllitl&a upto the college level, There are
‘several high schools and an Arts College at Abhoyapuri.
There were nine matriculates in the village in 1871. Of
then, one is a'girl. Scme.of them are reading in the loecal
college. According to 1961 census, the percentage of
literasy in the village was == bieh as 46,25, 5550 for
the males hrd:?ﬁ“ls for fém%i?s. The village land is
concentrated in a few households. There is preparderqnce
of tenant farmers and agrlcultura* lﬂbourers in the
villaga constituting %E% and 30% of the total households
respectively. About 19% of the househola derive uhLlT
main 1nhome from rent. Dnly‘lS% of the households (farms)
are cu]tivators of wholly ewred 1ﬂﬂa.;*h ;:érﬂgﬂ farm size
S e village is 1.5 hectares (3.7 acres). 20.7% of the
hous eholds {f“rms} are small farmers, 18.9% margiral
farmers and 24.57 are qg*lvuluural labourers. The average
number of‘bullccks per household comes to 1.5. E351drd
mileh cows (1 for each household), there are goats, ducks

and fowls in the village.

Kakoijana Part I Viliag_ : _
< b Kakaijana Part fde™a vllla re irhabiteé bv tha

-

Rajbqﬂshls anﬂ situptﬂd beside a state 0l ghwzy. It ;s it

a distance of kns. from quth aalmqr' the thana
haaduuarters and aﬂout 2 Hnms. from 1H|c coy b
village enjcys good marketing facilities. for agrdlili ol -

A"

and horticultural crops and daliry and pouliry profuces.
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The villsge land is fertile and suitable for cultivation
of paddy (Ahu and Sali), jute,mustard, sesamum, potato and
vegetables. Arecanut gardensand betel vines are founa
almost in all households. HYV paddy varieties of CH-63,
IR-8, TN-1 and Monchar Sali have been cultivated by 2

few households. The absence of irrigation facilities and
high price of fertilisers are reported to be the two
important barriers against adopticn of HYV paddy by the
villagers. There are good scope for the development of
irrigation in the area from the Kakeya river. According

to 1961 census, there were 119 households in the village.
In the present study, one hamlet of the village, Bhowriah-
para with 42 households has been surveyed. Ihe rate of
literacy was 34.59%-58.08% among the males and 13.42%.
among females in 1961. The situation might have further
improved. There is a new a venture H.E. School and an

M.E. School inside the village. College-level education

is available at Abhayapuri Arts Cocllege. During the

present survey there are 3 gradustes and 1 wabriculzve

= jj

in the village. Compared to other villages, the pressure
on land in this wvillage is not go high. The average rarm
size is 1.53 hectares (3.78 acres). Atleast 1C% of the
households derive their main income from agricultural rent.
45.29 of the households (farms) cultivate land wholly
owned. 30% of the households are tenant farms. Small farms
predominate in the village economy (45.2% of the total
farms ). 19% of the households are marginal farmers and
only about 14% of the households are agricultural

-

labourers. In respect of possession of ammnal and Tiras.
the position is quite satisfactory in this vitlaro
average number of bullocks per housshald is silratc

higher than 2, Mileh animals, cows and goats arc th



almost in each househcld. Ducks and pigeons are popular
poultry ir the village. The economic outlook of the village
is progressive.

IVDotms Tribal Dgvelopment Blocks:

S The Dotma T.D. Block covers 155 sq.miles( )
of the north western part of Kokrajhar Police Station

of the Kokrajhar sub-divisicn. There ars 167 villages
organised into a Gacn Sabhas. In 1961, the total popﬁlatian
of the Block was about 40 thousands. The present population
will be at 60 thousands. The Biock is predominantly peopled
by Bodo-Kacharis, a plains Tribal Community of Assam. Besides
them, other important agricultural communities are the immi-
grant Muslims, the Rajbanshis and the Yogis. The soil is

old alluviumcomposed ' of varying proportion of loam and

$and. Sali paddy is the chief crop cceupying about 674

i

f the cropped area. Ahu paddy is cultivated in about 199
of the total cropped area. Paddy occupies 87% of the total
eropred area. Jufe is the second important erop cccupying
only about 5% of the cropped area. Mustard, pulses and
potato are cultivated in a very small seale. Wheat has
been successfully 1dtroduceﬂ by extension staff of the
Blockl. HYV paddy is gaining popularity among the tribal
peaplefaﬂ certain part of the Blcek have a natural advan-
tage for developing minor irrigation water-Jevel is also
very high. The tribal people do rot have any taﬁdo agéinst
rearing of pigs and fowls. Piggery, poultry and horticul-

ture may be important subsidiary ocecupation in the Block.

1. It is reported that in the whest N‘FQ'“Q-&HH? kalyan
Soha . gave an average yield of 24,13 uilntals per acre
last year.

2 IR-8 nu tivated as Ahu (Autumn) ecave an average yield
C‘f 35- I:]_'l.'lll'u.-;—lu ]'J"—"-" AT o 1{1._“. '?'E:.-ll "
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Barahgari (Baralguri) Village :

3.13, The Barahgari village situated at a distance

2 kms. from Dolma, the Block headquarters and 5 kms.

from Chitla a small bazar is irhabited by Bodo-Kacharis,

a plains tribal community. The P.W.D. road (gravelled)
connecting Dotma and Sapatgram Town passes through the
village. The village enjoys geod transport and marketing
facilities. The soil of the village is sandy to eclayey
loam and suitable for cultivation of a wvariety of crops.
Currently paddy (ﬂhuland Sali), jute and mustard are
important crops. Wheat, maize, pulses, sugarcane can be
grown in the village. EYV paddy (IR-8) has been cultivated
by a few families with the encouragement cf the extenslion
staff of the Block. A few improved poultry birds (R.I.R.,
White Leghorn) were seen in the village. The villagers
keep pigs and fowls the average mumber per farm comes to
about 2 pigs and 4 fowls. There is on an average, & pair
of bullocks or buffaloes per household. A dry irrigation
charmnel was found in the village. It was gathered that the
Noska Dong Pfoject taken up by the E & D (P.W.D.) Depart-
ment was left half-dene due tc some adminigtrative diffi-
culties. The opening of the irrigation chanmnel will
encourage the villagers in taking up HYV paddy cultivaticn
seriously. Barahgari is a big village of 143 houschold .
in 1961. A hamlet Df the village consisting of 37 households
was surveyed. Ouwner cultivators (62.27% of the total
households) predominate in the wvillage. There is o process
of pauperisation with the transfer of land from the poor
to the rich. A class of agricultural labsurcrs n=as .
emerged in the viliege. 8 out of 37 housshol .z 21.

were found to be agricultural labourers. Ever in 15

11.40% of the male workers were recorded as 'acrienliu:



labourers in the village. This survey shows that 30% of
the households darive major income from agricultural
labour while small farmers and marginal farmer households
constitute 194 each of the total households. The rate of
literacy, according to 1961 census, was 22.58%. There is
a Bodo-medium L.P. School in the village. For high School
education, the children go to Dotma. .

Umanagar .Villare :

3.14, Umanagar is a typical Bode-Kachari village in
the interior of the Dotma Tribal Development Block. A
village road (not jeepable) connects the village with
Dotma, the Elock headguarters and the marketing centre
for the area. The wvillage is situated near a rivalet
(Gongiya river) which somatimes rises abruptly during
monsoon %o inundate the village, but water recedes within
a short time. The soil varies _rom clayey to sandy loam
‘based on location. The low-lying areas contain more clay.
Soll 1is suitable for various crops. At presenﬁ, paddy
{(gali and ahu) is the main creop. ibout 20% of the paddy
lands are now cultivated twice (2hu and sali seasons).
For multiple cropping and introduction of HY7 paddy,
irrigation should have to be provided. For iTrigatjon,
groundwater ean be tapped easily as water level 1Is very
high. No imprVEd erop or animal has been found in the
village. In 1961, the village had 29 households which
increased to 31 during the present survey. The rate of
literacy in 1961 was barely 13.37%- ES*TGﬁ.amzng males
and 1.16% among females. The position might have now
improved with the establishment of an L.P. School inside
the village. There is only one Matriculate in the village
during the survey. The vice:president of the Gagn Sabhs

(Village Panchayat) is the resident of this village.
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Small farmers, marginal farmers and Agricultural labourers
together constitute 90% of the village. This is through
the transfer of land to richer section and even to
outsiders. According to 1861 census, 19,15% of the male
and 29.79% of the female workers were recorded as
tagricultural labourers'.

Tullocks and buffaloes are used as draught
animsls. The average draught animals per farm cOmes to
about 2.5. Fowls (7.5 birds per hous eholds) are popular
economie birds in the village. Pigs, goats and cows are

alsc keptl.



CHAPTER FOUR

The Socio-Economic Conditions of Small Farmers,
Marginal Farmers and Agricultural Labourers.

Introductions

4.1, For the purpose of this study the small Tarmers,
marginal farmers and agricultural labourers are desighated
on thé basis of operational holﬁings} The small farms are
those that operate land between 2.5 acres to 5 acras

€1.01 to 2.025 hectares), the marginal farms between 1 to
2,49 aeres (,405 to 1.001 hectares) and the agricultural
lsbourers are those who either own a homestead or land
below 1 acre (.405 hectares) and aarn.their livelihood
from agricultural wages. These categbrisatiogs may not bs
satigfactory, but in the absence of ﬁafa on income at the
farm-level, there is no way out than-tﬁ fgll unon this
method. A sample of 15 households- 6 households each of
marginal farmers and agricultural labourers and 3 househalds
of small farmers- are sclected at random from each =of the
eizht villages selected purposively from four C.D. Blocks.
There are thus 48 households each of marginal farmers and
agricultural labourers and 24 households of smgll farmers

giving a total sample of 120 households in the district.

Population Characteristics of Samplse Households:

4.2. In Table 4.1 are given data on the diztribution
of population by sex and the average size of household
among different categories of farmse Considering the
economic conditions of these groups of households, the
average sizes of households ars undoubtedly hish. There
is a relation, it seems, of the size of households with

economic status of the three cateszories »f farms.

1. Refer to para. 1.6, Chapter I.

o, Farm and houschold are used t2 convey the same meaninZ.
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The preponderence of joint families in the sample of small
farms is the cause of the higher average. fmong the commu-
nities surveyed, the immigrant Muslims have comparatively
bigger families. :

Table 4.1

Population by sex and Average gize of Household
among three categories of Farms, March, 1971(Coalpara)

Populatior Average
Categories of Dlo.of . size of
Farms ' Household M F T Household
Small
Farms 24 24 79 173 T ol
Marginal
Farms - 43 135 123 258 5.4
Agricultural
Labour farms 45 123 125 248 5.2
ATT = :
categories 120 52 327 679 .- 5.6
Age Composition of Population:
4e4e The age campDSitiEF of the population by categories

of farms is given in Table 4.2.
: Table 4.2

Age Ceppesitiosn of Population by Categories of Farms,
March, 1971(Goalpara)

Lge
TOUpSs Small Margiral fgricultural . All
Years) Farms Farms labourers. . __ Categories
Below 5 26 51 48 125
(15.03) (12.77) (12.35) (18.41)
5-15 45 70 9 oo
(26.01) (27.413) (35.89) (30.04)
15-80 94 132 108 ' 2334
(54.34) (51.16) (43.55) (49.19)
60 + g8 5 2 16
(4.62) (1.92) (a2 (2.36)
173 258 ToAR 670
Total (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100,00
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About half the population falls in the age-group of 15-€0
Vears.
e

Ecenugic gtatus of Fopulation

4.5, In Table 4.3 the population of different catego-=

“ries of farms are divided inte three eclasses: (1) workers,

(ii) helpers and (iii) n—workcr . It will be found that

—

about half the population is etgagea in economic activities,
41% of the total population as 'workers' and another 9% as
thelpers'. There 18 not much dlffFTGDCE among the three
éategcries of farms in respect of participation rate.

Table 4.3

Distribution of Population by fconomic Status
among categories of Farms, 1971

‘Heonomie Small Merglﬁal Agril. 1
Status Farmers Farmers Labour Groups
Hous eholds 24 e A gt RO
Workers o R e
(38.73) (23.80) 7 (39.52)  (40.94)
Helpers 19 SO R R
(10.92) ( 8.52) ( 7.66) ( 8.84)
- Non-workers 87 123 5 133 341
(50.28) (47.68) (52.82) + ( 50.22)
¥ T SEE - 548 G
Total {100.50) (100.00) (100.00)  (100.00)

m—

Note :- Figures in the brpckefs indicate purcenwﬂPe=
of column totals .

Literacy and bﬂuPQulGﬂ :

4.6, The 1iteracy and ediecation have some direct

relation with econpmic conditicns of farmers ag the aconomi -

_ cally backward section of the farmers remains educaticnally

hackward This will be mmlderf from the data presented in
Table 4.4. on the Iiteracy anﬁ Educ=tiﬁnﬂl status of the
population among three ca tegories of farms. The female

population amorg a1l the three categories of farms has
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remained very backward in literacy with, only about 129
being literate. The corresponding figure for the males is
23%.

Feonomie Resources

4.7, The small and marginal farms and agricultural
lzbourers or. the lower strata of the rural scciety. is
the households are selected on the basis of operational
holdings, land holdings are predetermined for these groups.
By 'operational holding' is meant the 'land owned' plus
'land taken on lease' mimas 'land leased cut'. Thus ths
data on cperational holdings would also show the extent of
tenancy among these grouPs; Except land, the other import-

ant properties are residential buildings, livestock and

poultry, tools and implements and durable cansumer’s goods .

Land and Tenancy ¢
4.8, The system of tenancy in the district is based on

crop-sharing on 50:50 basis. The poorer section of ths
households prefers to be crap—sharers to becoming agricul-
tural labourers. The agricultural labcurers in the district
are thus part-tenant and part-labcurer. :

Table 4.5

iverage size of operaticnal Holdirg by Categories Farms,

1970-71
= (In Hectares) =

Occupa- __Land owned Land Land Average siz
tional Under Home stead Total leased leased of Farm
Groups culti- orchard in out (operationsl,

: vation =
Small
Farmers 1.032 0.236 1.275 0.323 - 1.598
Margi- '
Farmers :
Agricul- : ;
tural 0.045 0.088 0,133 V1L 0.008 0.244

lahourers
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4.9. Ir Table 4.5 data on the average size of opera-
tional holdings- land owned, land leased in and land leased
out- are given for different occupation groups. The extent
of tenancy (i.e. extent of lessed-in land in the total
operational holdings ) comes to 20.,21% for small farmers,
25,804 for the marginal farmers and 47.95% for the agricul-
tural labourers.
Housipg conditions
4.10. The three categories of farms under survey being
the poorest section of the rural population, it is not
expected th~t their housing conditions will be better. In
Statement XIV in Appendlx “&“, data on the nature of
structure, mimber of units possessed, floor space available
for the sample'housﬁhalﬂs by categories of farm are given.
Houses with 'mud flcor, split bamboc (or ikra) walls and

thatched roofs' account for more than 917 of the structures

possessed by 'small farmers', about 06% of the structures
by 'marginal f-rmers' and cent per ecent of the structures
possessed by the agricultural labcurers. This: type of
houses are easy to be built from materials collected from
loeal sources. EVEﬂ.thE owners themselves can construct
these houses. An average size of house of this type (30C
sq. fect) may cost .between Rs. 600.00 tTo. Be.750.00.- 1his
type of houses is fo be rebuilt every 5 toc 10 years. Only
3 out of 120 households- 2 houssholds of small farmers

and 1 household of '‘marginal farmersy were found possess -
ing houses with €.I. sheet ronfs. Not a single hcusehcld
possesses bullding with tpucea' floor (flocr made of
bricks and cemen£]. The'ﬁverage area of floar space per
capita and number of units per househcld by cccupaticn

group are given in Tabls 4.6.
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Table 4.6

No.of Units of Houses and Average Floor
space per Household and per capita by
Cat 650“165 of Farms, 1971.

Categories : -JO-OT Units Flomr space
of farms . " ‘per Household - . {Residential)
;(sq.fgqt) )
Fer Household Fer Capita

Small farms B 432.7 60.03
Marginal farms 1.44 349.4 65.01
pgricultural. | T 268.2 51.91

1abour ' ;

All Groups . ' - 1l.42 333.6: 58.96

Livestock and Poultry :

4,11, in respect of value, the next impdrtant posse-
sgion of the small and marginal farmers and agricultural
latourers 1is 1ivestcck and poultry. Iﬁ;Sfatement XV in the
Appendix "A" ﬂ%e giver data on.the numbér of cattle and
poultry ncssefsed by diffefcnt categériﬁs of farms. Bullocks
are gererzlly'usnd as. power for drawing picughs and carts.
Buffaloes ﬂre ¢ti1l1l found in EETLPln areas of the district
drawing nléugns and carts. But the grazlng difficulties have
dlscmuraged farmers against kEEping puffaloes. Both cows and
she-buffaloes are kept for breeding and mllk, “at the numbcr
pcssessed by these groups is not encourageging. The Hindus
do not kerp p‘?ﬁ and- fowls while uhe Muzlims doc not keep
pigs. The plgs are Pppt only by the scheﬂuleﬁ ‘castes ani
scheduled tribes. The JDdD—haCHHTlS, an - important schedulend
trzibe cof the district are found to keep pigs and fowls.

Tr a Rajbanshi household, one may find cnly pigeons and
scareely goats, but no fowl or pig.

4.12. In Table 4.7 are given the distripution of
housgholds scecrding to ownership of bullocks and buffaloes.

It is to be pointed cut here that  for drawing a plough, =2



pair of bullocks or a gingle buffalo is used. Cows
(particularly milch cows’ are not used as draught snimals .

Table 4.7

Distribution of Households on- the cwnership of
Draught Animals by Occupation Group, Goalpara 1971.

Household Small Marginal Agricultural
possessing farmers (24 ) farmers (48)  ILabourers(4s)
No animal - 8 _ 41

1 _Bulleck 2 _ 6 2

1. Buffalo - : . 1 o

2 DBullocks 15 .31 5

2 Buffaloes - 2 , -

3 Bullocks 3 = =

3 “Buffalows - - ' - :

4 Bullccks 4 - -

4 Buffalces
and. above nil nil il

Tools and Implemepts @

4.13. ‘*he common tools and implements for agricultural
operations are ploughs (traditional), spades, harrows,
weeders ( traditional ), sickles, and bullock-carts. Other
household implements include choppers, axes, bins and
baskets. For processing, mortars and pestles are more
popular than dhenkis. In Statement XVI arse given data on
the number of tools and implemgnts possessed, and numbar
of households possessing different agricultural tools and
implements. The average number of implements per household
and the price per unit are giver ir Table 4.8.

Curable Consumers'! Goods s

4.14. The possession of durable consumer goods
indicates the level of consumption, as well as, the extent

of contaet of the rural sector with industrial seector.



Number of unit per Average
Unit of Agricultural Tocls a

Table 4.8

—————

Categories of Farms, Goalpara, 1971.

Farm and Price per
nd Implements DY

PR

Price per :

Implements Unit N tyerage Number of Units per_

(ipprox)  Small Marginal April.

farm farm Labour

Ploughs 15.00 1.21 0.80- - D21
Spade 7 .00 1.17 1.06 07T
Harrow 5.00 0.22 077 L) 9 S L)
Weeder 600 07T 06 0.12.
Sickle 1.50 1.87 1.50 0.75
Dherki 15.00 0.12 0.12 0.086
Mortar-
pestle 5.00 1.37 1.27 0.77

— mmm— ————

Bicycles are,

the marketing of milk
in the sample of 120, posse
machine. 2 housenholds bel
farmers pPoSSess bicycles.

durable consumers '

sometimes, used as A means

and vegetables. Not = single ho

sses radio,

given in Statement XVII in Appendix "A".

Horticultural Orchards =

4.15. In the district of Goalpara,
possibility of th .
petelvines, bananas and pineapples.
and mangoes are also found in villages. The
number of plan ‘
jackfruit, 1itchi and cocoanut possessed
hous eholds of three categorie
Statement XVIII in

plants per hou

thle & s e

ts of arecamut, betelvine,

ﬁnyenﬁix R AL

schnld by categories of

g of

e development of orchards

farms are &

thers

farms

cnging to the category of

goods by three categories of

15
Jackfruits,

hanana,

by the

of transport for

The data on the possession of

' Fms’

Hiﬁﬁt
with arecarats,
1litehi
d "-'-."--' a ool the
MSIED

w e
cl

The average nDumMoel

ig giyan d

us ehold
gramophone or Sewing

mzrgins’!



Table 4.9

Average Number of Plants of Horticultural Crops
per Household by Occupational Groups,Goalpara 1971.

Crops Small Marginal Agrila

i farmers Farmers Labourars
Ro.of HH., 24 ' 48 A8
surveyed
Arécanuts 25.00 20.00 3,00
Betel vine B Ry 0.10
Banana 10,00 9.00 2.00
Mango 1.37 0.85 D.21

Jackfruits 1.22 0.85 0.17

It is gathered that a full-grown arecanut plant gives an
annual return of Rs. 10.00. Arecapalms also do not require

much tending. Pineapples are generally grown under arcca-

palms.
Field Crop Cultivation:
4.16. In the last chapter, an idea about the crop pattern

of selected Blocks and villages has been given. The crop
pattern of the 15 sample households each of 8 selected
villages (Statement XX in Apperdix 'A') shows significant
variations among the villages and communitiea% Paddy is by
far the most important crop. Ahu (autumn) and Sali (winter)
are cultivated one after another in the same field. Borc
paddy is gaining grounds only in the villages situated
near marshy land (beels). Jute is next to paddy.

Crop Intensity:

4,17 It has been pointed out earlier that crop intensity
is slightly higher in Goalpara district than the sversce
for Assam. The data on the average net area sown and averags

cropped area per household among categories of farms =arc

1. The villages are mostly inhabited by a single community.
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are given in Table 4.10. The average crap'iptersity T
1.675 for the three groups. The crop intensity is slightly
higher among the marginal farmers than among the small
farmers. On the whole, about two-thirds of the cultivable
1ands are double cropped by the small and marginal farmers.

Average Cropped Area and Net Area sown /mong
three Categcries ¢f Farmers.

(Area in heectares)

Categories No.of  Average Average net Crop
of farms sample Cropped area Sown Intensity
farms Area per per farm

farm
Small
Farmers 24 2.370 1363 1.693
Marginal :
Farmers 42 1.255 0.731 E B B
Agricultural 5 - ' .
labourers.. - - 48 0.219 0.156 T.405
CBLE: o - _ e : 5T
Categories 120 1.0851 : 0.627 1675

Yield Rate of Crons:

4.18.  The orops cultiveted by the farmers are traditional.
2 farms (marginal farms) out of 120 sample households (farms )
are-found to have cultivﬁted HYV paddy. The rgsulpa_arb
encouraging as the ﬁield of HYV pa&d?-hwas double of the
traditional paddy varieties. In Table 4.11 are given the™

data on the average ylield per hectare of different crops.

Computatiocn of lngome &

4.19. In Stotement XXII in Appendix 'A', dafa on: the
distribution of estimated annual incéme Ek'éﬁu;cgs '
(cccupations) among three categories of farmers for . the
year, 1970-71 are given. Before proceeding further, it

iz thought necessary to state the sense in sthich !'dirncome’
is used and the method of its estimaté{ z



Table 4.11

Average Yield of Crops per h'etare by categories
of farmers Goalpara 1970 - 71
' i __(Guantity in guintal).
Crops Variety Small Marginal Agricultural  All

farmer farmer 1abour catescries
Sali
paddy Loeal Tk e B 12.24 T 87 11 <72
Ho¥, V. - £21.92 - 21.92
Ahu =
paddy Ioecal .07 5.51 10.55 D38
| R A - 21.90 - 21 .90
Bao
paddy Local 10.34 8.05 11207 5.75
Boro
paddy ILoecal - 11.04 19.33 15.18
Jute Iocal 10.52 9.12 £.93 9.68
Mustard - ]
seeads Local 7 .95 .02 = 618Q
Wheat Local 10,02 1,10 - 10.05
Cowm
(small Iocal 7.85 4.15 = 6.81
Millet)
Black
gram Local 5.53 5.04 - 5.35
Lentil Loeal - - 1.83 1.83
Potato ILoeal 5.56 = = 506
Chilli Ioeal 3.49 5.93 - : 3 e
Sesamum Local - 5.53 - 5.53

For the purpose of this study, the word,'inccme' is used
neither in the sense ¢f 'gross' nor of ‘net' income. For
the computation of income, the value of home-produced
seeds and wages of family labour has not been taken into
account. The cash expenditure ireurred in correcticn
with production has been deducted frcm the gross value of

production. The production of agricultural crcps is voiued

at farm (Harvest) prices given in Statement XXI in Appendix’
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Thus the word 'income' is used here in the sense cf
tresidual’ income to the farm for the employment cf land
and_labour of the household for production. Naturally these
income data are not striétiy comparable tc the nrational
income data.

Income by Oceupations (scurces):

4.20, Agriculture (including horticulture, livestock
and.paultry farming) remains the predominent source of
livelihood among all the three categories of households.
The percentage contribution of different sources of incceme
in the total income of the three groups given in Table 4.12
shows that 967 of the ineome of the small farmers are derived
from agriculture and allied uccUpatiéns. The corresponding
figures for marginal farmers and agrieultural labcurers

are 817 and 847 respectively. Agricultural wages contribute
2.4%, 15.3% and 70.5% of the total income earned by small
farmers, marginal farmers and agriculturasl labourers
respectively. Among the non-agricultural scurces, salary
and wages contribute about 15% and Eﬁ cf the total inecne
of the marginal farmers and agricultural labourers
respectively. The contribvution of Cottage and small-scale
industries toc the household income of all the three .
categories of households is ingignificant. This cnly sbhows
that the soluticn of the problems of these underpriviledged
sections of farmers lies in the development of agriculture

in scientific lines.



Table 4.12

-] -

Percentage Contribution of Different Sources to the
Total Household Income by Categories of Farmers,

Goalpara, 1970-71

Sources of Small Marginagl Agricultural ATT
Income Farmers Farmers Labourers Caterorias
1. Cultivation 80,15 58.65 9.84 47 .66
2. Horticulture 9.23 5.98 1.79 547
3. Livestock &

Poultry 4,02 3.18 1o .83
4. Agriil.

wages 2al 15.28 70.47 29.70
Sub-total: Rz
Agriculture 95.81 81.09 E3-02 85.66
5. Cottage

Industries 2.37 1.792 1.02 1.70
6. Salary & e

Wages - 14.83 5.80 8.11
7. Mise. 1.82 2429 .63 4.53
Sub-total:
Non-Agril. 2.19 18.291 16.47 14.34
Total :
Hous ehold 100.0C - 300,00 100.00 100,00
Income =
Income per Household an Capita:

4.21

among threes categories of farmers

Income per Household and per
of Farmers,

+ The average income peT household and

b

S ik =
EiVGn 2 g I

Goalpara,

Capita by c
1970=71.

er ¢canita

able 4.13

ategories

Categories of Average size Income per Tncome per
farmers gf Household Hougehold Capits.
Small farmers 7.2 2071.53 28772
Marginal farmers Sek 1692.08 313.35
Agricultural ; ot
Labourers 5.2 1292.06 - 248 27

A1l Categories 5.6 1607 .97 267.14
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Ih respect of per capita ineome, there is not mach difference
between the small farmers gnd maregingl farmers. This indicates
some form of a'subsistence squilibrium! operating among the
small and marpinal farmers. The smali farmers have not

exerted their energy to earn extra incone f?ﬂm+nﬁﬂ—farm
activities, while the marginal Tarmers have eérﬁed_ah;ﬁt

Ed% 5f their income from nﬁn;agricultural.Bﬁurcas.~¥his may
'be due to the fact that the farm of a marginal fa“mel ‘at

tbe existing technology and lﬂvel of p“ﬁductlnn dnss nﬁt

Iprovide adequate Eubqiqtencc minlrum.rBut it is to be noted

thét the Qppﬂrtuﬂit? is llmlted in the district for non-farnm

eriployment.

Distribution 5f Households by Income-level

4.22, The data on the distribution of sample households
by income-levels of small farmers, marginal fa%héfs_éha
agricultural labourers are given in Tables 4.14, 4.15 and
4,16 respectively. The 5verall position 2f the categvries
tozether is given in Table 4.17. Being the lowest strata
in the rural society, these three groups of farmers live
almost at the subsistence level, 58.33% 5f the small farms.and
54.7% of the marginal farms are having ineoms less than
300,00 per capita per annum. If Hs, 400,00 per carita per
annum is taken as the minimum, about 75% »f the small farms
and 67% of the marginal farms are not viable units at the
time of the survey,

Indebtedness and Sources of Credit :

4,23. Data on the indebtedness of the raral people are
difficult t» get, particularly on the debts from SOUrces
nther than institutional agencies. For reasons of prestige
and inhibitions imposed by the private lenders, the

indebted persons hesitate to disclose the amount and S2UTrees

et
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Iable 4.14

Farmers, Households by level of
come Goalpara Distriet, 1970-71.

Per Capita Total
income Jevel No.of H.H., P.C. Cu.P.C. income PG S CH.P.C
upto 100.00 - = = = -
101.00-200.60 4 16. 16.67  5347.00 10.75 10.75
201.00-300.00 10 41.66  58.33 19104.00 38.43 49.18
301.00-400.00 .4 16.67  75.00 12697.00 25.54 74.72
401.00-500.00 3 12.50  87.50 6306.00 12.88 §7.40
500,00 3 3 _12.50  100.00 6264.00 12.60 100.0¢
Total - 24 100,00 49718.00 100.00 =

Table 4;15

Distribution of 48 Marginal Farmers

Annual Per Capit

-

Households by Level of

a Income, Goalpara District 1970-71

Per Capita No.of : .- Totad:

income level H.H. P.C. Cu.P.C. income P.C. Cu.P.C
Upto 100.00 - = - = - =
101.00-200.0C 10 20.83 . 20.83 9376.00 11.54 11.5
201.00-300.00 16 33.34 54.17 23754.00 29.25 40.7
30L.06-400,00° . & 12.5C G6.67 iaégg.ua 12,67 53 .
401.00-500. 00 4 8.33  75.00 - 8541.00 10152"53.9y
500,00 + 12 zé.qc 100.0C 29257.00 36.02 100.0¢

Total 48 100.00 | 8122C.00 100,00
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Table 4,16

Distribution of 48 Agricultural Labourers Househnlds by
Level of Anmial Per Capita Income, Goalpara District, 1970-7l.

No.of Cu, Total Cu.

Per capita incoune H.H. P.C, P.C. income P.C. P.C.
level -(Bs.) (Rs.) >
Upto 100.00 Sam 6,25 6.25 1105.00 1.78 1.78
101.00-200, 00 11 22i92 29.17. 11752.00 18.95 20.73
201:00-300.00 17  35.42 B54.50 21218.00 34.21 54.94
301, 00-400.00 8  16.66 81.25 12160.,00 19.61 74.55
401 .00=500.00 &  12.50 93.75 11756.00 18.96 93,51
above 500.00 5 G.25 100.00 4028.00 6.49 100.0C

Total 48  100.00 62019.00 100.00

Table 4,17

Distribution of 120 Houssholds of Small Farmers (24) Marginal
papmers (48) & Agricultural labourers (48) by level of
Anrnmal Per Capita Income, Goalpara District, 1970-71.

Far capita Total
income laevel Nao.of Cu. income T
ERE"! H-Hi PIG' P#Cl {_RS-:I PIGI ?ICu S

101.00-200,00 25 20.83 23.33 £6475.00 U T 14,29
201.,00-300,C0 43 25.83 59,156 64076,00 33.21 47.50
301.00-400,00 18 15.00 74,16 35149,00 18.21 65.71
401.00-500,00 13 10.84 B83.00 26602,00 13.79 79.50
above 500.00 18 15.00 100.00 39549.00 20.50 100.0C

Total - 120 100.00 - 192957,00 100.00 -
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of credit. Data on the indebtedness amongz and sources of
eredit for  the three categories of farmers as presented
in Table 4.18 may, therefore, be taken with caution.

4,24, Among the three categories, the small farmers
are more indebted than the marginal farms and agricultural
labourers. 37.50% of the small farmers, 16.67% of the
marginal farmers and 8.32% of the agricultural labourers
are found indebted. The small and Marginal farmers secured
about 60% of the-credit from cooperative socleties, the
Tremaining debts coming from traditional sources like
village moneylenders or neighbours. Thepcrcdit available to
the agriecultural labsurers is really the advances made
against future wage-labour.

4,25, The rate of interest for loans from traditional
sources, in most cases, is 50%., The most convenient form
of obtaining eredit by the farmers is to morteage land.

In that case, the land is cultivated by the barrower on
crop-sharing basis (mostly on 50:50 share) . The loans
obtained from cooperative remain as overdues, Cut ~f the

8 villages, 4 villages are covered by service or credit
cooperatives. But finanecial positions of the cooperatives
is reported to be most unsatiéfactory due to larse averdnes,

The Purchase and 8ale of Lapd =

4,26. In the rural sector, particularly in the arcas
where pressure on land is high, there is a process of
alienatiﬁn of land from the poor to the rich, sometimes
to{tﬁe absentee landlords or moneylenders. Data on the
saié and purchase of land by the three cate-ories of

farmers within last 5 years are given in Table 4,19,
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Indebtedness and Sources of Credit among Small Farmers, “arginal Farmers
and fgricultural Labourers, Goalpara, March,l 1971. .

e vy ~ T Smali Favmers ~Marpinal Tarmers .~ ' _Apricultural GabSurers _ ALL (866Z0riGs.
ources of No.of Amount No.of Sinount N e = Amount ‘No.of ° Amournt
»radit indebted H.H, outstanding indebted H.H. outstanding indebted IH.H. outstanding indebted outstandin
Pl Jer R v e b e it . B’ I.I.l|l|]1|.| = A ey 1 : L ....Ilml..q.”|..l. e
jsoperatives 6 1480.00 ! -1130.00 AL | - 10 2510400
loneylender al. 300,00 1, 200,00 3 800.00 . 5 1600,00
(24.,19) (10.51) . (80.00) - ' (22,35)
ielatives - ~ 1 200 .00 - - il 200,00°
| (10.51) . ( 3.73)
ligighbours a A00 + 00 Bt A 350,00 15 . 200,00 SRR 950,00
(15.13) | (13.62) (20,00) {(17.73)
Total : 9 2430, 00 3 1820.00 4 100000 7 w21, 53G0.00

(100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00)

e il L Sk ik LTS o . e e e e e e L i i i el - —

Note ¢ Figures in the brackets indicate p.c. of column totals.

g
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Table 1.19
Purchase % 3ale of Land by cuﬂmmodwcm of Farmers within
5 years, Goalpara,.
ol Purehadeof Tand 2w b IS T Sntslanot band ol 0 00 LT
Catggorics of fotal No.of+ No.of H.H, Total arca valu of .. Ro.of H.H. Total arca Value of
Farms sample H.H.  purchasing purchi&sed purchase selling sold szle
s (Hactare) [T B o R e LA (Hactearals | (Raas) )
Small Farmers 2 : i 0.405 | 300.00 4 1.232 4,350.00
Marginal 13 3) 1.990 5,8560,00 i 0?2 4,600,000
Farmers ! ;5 :
Agricultural s | h i ¥ :
Labourers 43 - e = A - 4 0.309 G,650.00
L] -. - +
All Categories 120 . G Pgea95. 5,850,500 S A R 15,600.00
. i ] . 4




CHAPTER V -

CONCLITSION

1s The small farmers, marginal farmsrs and agricultural
labourers together foarm the bulk of the rural population in
Assam. Though their proportion wvaries from area to area
depending on the sSocial and economic development, particu-
larly the pressure of population on land for liwvelihoeod,
these three groups together constitute about 80f of the
riral population. This survey shows that abéut 20% of the
- rural housesholds are either landless or possaess land less

than an acre. The small and marginal farmers together form
about 60% of the rural households.
e Thﬁugh the 'Green Rewolution' has raised new hopes
among the small éhd marginal farmers, these groups have
failed to take advantage of the HYV programme. Only 2
out of 120 sample households (2 households of marginal
farmers) were found cultivating HYV paddy. In 1970=71 crop
season only 2.2% of the cropped area under paddy in the
distriet -of Goalpara wers soverdd by the HVV paddy. These
imedieate that there.-has mot yet been amy substantial chanse
in-the teehmique of eunltivationm. -

fj' ,K?B' Agriculture remains the chief source of income t0

the rural people. 95.8% of the income of thes small- farmers,

81.1% of the income of the marginal farmers and 83.5% of

the income of the agrieultural labourers coms from agrienl-

ture itself. Cottage industries contribute an insignifiecar®

part of the income. This only stresses the importance of

the development of agriculture tased aﬁ i;;;:::é% techntln:

to increase the income potential of ths farms. The developmar =

of agriculture will not only improve the income-level of



smgll and marginal farmers, but glso increase the demand
for labour- and improve the employment potential of the
sgricultural labourers.

4, (TThe average lewvel of income per farm household per anmum
Soneh oz 0y po0 foT iy guefl epgerss s do2.0c
for the agricultural labourers. As the household size
varies considerably among these three groups, the average
rer household income does not give the real picture - The
average per capita income comes to Rs. 287.72 for the
small farmers, Rs. 313.35 for the marzinal farmers and
Rs.248.47 for the agrieultural labourers. In respect of
level of liwvineg, thére'is not rch difference among these
tfroe provps. This nly indicates that Bs. 200.00 is,
.pEThapﬂ, the basic minimum subsistence 1ncnme-pe? caﬁita
ﬁer annum. If Rs. 300.00 per capita per annum is takeﬁ as
the basic minirmum income, 58.33% of the small farmers,
54.17% of the marcinal farmers and 64.59% of the agricultural
labourers are garning less than the basic minirmum. On the
wﬁﬁle, Gﬂé-mf the these under_priviledged sections of the
faTMinq people are living under ths poverty line.

5e ( The size of the farm is, no doubt, one of the most
important factors contributing to the low lewvel of income.
Eut) the low-level of technology and inadequate resource
endowments are the most cerucial factors affecting the
income potential  of the small and marzinal Tarmers. 1t 1S
found that 8.33% of the small farms and 31.25% of the
marginalhfarmers do not possess 3 pair ﬁf bullocks. 1n
fazl'n: .'lné;;ple has ‘contrnlled irrization énd permanent
fencing. The small and marginal farmers are really in the
vicious cirele of low investment, low production and low

income, Without external assistance, these groups of



iz el
farmers will not be in a position to come out of this
vicious circlei The investigation shows that thera is
awaregness among the farmers on the potentiality of the

HYV seeds and: new technelogy. For adoption, the presdnt
resource endownents are grossly inadequate. Fruvision.af
irrigation, supply of HYV seeds and fertilisers, assured
miﬁimum'price will go & long way in indueing the small and
marginal farmers to adopt new technology. The farmers &are
congclous that irrigation 1s crucial in the adontion of

HYV seoeds and use of fertilisers.,

7. The agricultural labourers fall in a different
category. fAlthough all three groups have zreat preference
for family farms, the tiny size of haldings chmpeilaﬂ the
agricultural labourers scek employment clsewhere. With the
adoption of new technology and overall improvement in
agriculture , the scope for employment of agricultural
labourers and surplus lsbour in small and marzinal farms
will considerably improve. The new technalogy will creato
scope for the further and better employment of the existing
resources, particularly land and labour. Though data could
not be collected on the employment pattern of workers, the
low level of income is an indication of underemployment
and unemployment among these zroups of farmers. Instead of
displacing labour the new technology along with multiple
cropping (at least double cropping) is expected to ercate

more demand for labour in the farm sector.

(o
L]
[
" a1
4
Fy

3. (It has been indicated carlier thatabou

the small and marginal farms are non-viable at tho existin
tochnology. The viability of farms will depond on the
resource endowments, on the one hand and they willingness

of the farmers to adopt nevw technology far caming >ut of
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b

the morass of poverty. The agencies for the development of
small farmers , marginal farmers & agricultural labourers
shall have to look into the individual cases for providing
financial aﬁd material facilitiecs for the adoption of new
techonology.

9 The marginal farmers will be at a disadvantage to
become viable solely depending on land. Where there is
marketing faeilities, the intensive cultivation of vegeta-
bles and fruits may be encouraged. It was found that
tomatoes were selling at a very low price at Dhubri(less
than 25 p. per kg.). Small-scale processing units ean be
set up to assure nminimum price to the cultivators. The
possibility of organisingz small-scale canningunits for the
processing of pineap_les which grows well in certain areas
may be explored.

10. The traditional form of animal husbandry and poultry
farming is grossly inadequate for providing any substantial
income and employment. Moreover, religious beliefs stand
in the way of the development of piggery and poultry.
Depending on the willingness of farmers and availability
of rearing and marketing facilities, keceping of ducks,
fowls, goats and pigs shall have to bg encouraged and
necessary facilities extended to them. The potentiality
of inereaging income through smajl-scale poultry farming
with small investment is great. The local breeds of cattle
g2ive very low yield of milk. Improved mileh animels, ¢owWs
and buffaloes can change the outlook 3f the farmers on
dairying as a business proposition. The expansion of
livestock farming will depend greatly on the strengthening
of veterinary services, as improved breed of cattle are

susceptible to diseases.
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18 B Some institutional reforms and organisational
innovation will be necessary to solve the basic problems
faced by the small and marzinal farmers and agricultural
labourers, The wide prevalence of tenancy and share-
cropping,complete absenece of institutional credit and the
decadent positions of cooperatives are some of thase
institutional problems crying far attention.
zhzlls Though small farmers, marzinal farmers and
agricultural labourers have their speeial problems, these
groups are, in fact, psrts of the same system. Without
overall econonmic development, the problems faced by these
groups cannot be salved in isolation. Previously there
was a bellef that the traditional agricultuvé is in
subsistence equilibrium with zero net saving. In fact,

o
the lncrease in population wWith zero net savinz makes

traditional agriculture regressive with continuous
consumption of capital. without population transfer from
agriculture to non-agricultural sectors, there is & process
of big farmers beeosming small farmers and so on.This
process can effectively be checked only through withdrawal
of surplus labour from agriculturc £or cmployment in
-non-agricultural sectors. The development of the primary
sgctor without pari passW development of secondary and
tertiary sectors of the economy is bound to ecreat inbalance
in the economy. A balanced development of a;ricultﬁre

and industry with the creation 2f infra-structure is the
answgr to the ills of the economy. The pvesent.trenﬂ

of swe 1lling of the ranks of under-priviledged farmers
and landless labourers is beset with undersirable social

and political consegquences.
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STATEMENT I

Average Monthly Rsinfall of Goalpara

] (Rainfall in mm.)

Months ¥ E A R S Average

196769

1967 1868 19860
January 14.4 nil nil 4.8
February 00.1 nil. nil nil
: | ST | * -

March S N ey S ek e R et
April 80.6 29,3 162.1 113.0
May 323.6 SowT T 176.9
June 476.5 502,48 45,0 571.5
July 404 4 502.9 382.2 459f8
August 261.4 304.0 396,4 320.6
September 243 .4 389.0 174.1 268,.8
October k2,0 345 .3 4.7 144.,0
Nowemhber 0l.2 nil 4] .4 14.4

Dacember nil nil nil nil

Source : Distriect Agricultural Office, Dhubri,



List of C.D.Blocks (Anchalilk mﬁ:nrm jats) in

mLmHnmﬁm Distriet.
1. DName of e O ; X 5.0 T - : -
lo. dAnchalik panchayat ﬂm%%mﬂ%wﬁmwm” bdeHWMmmm. MMmeWﬁﬁm Mwmmwmmm.“ Population, 1931,
+  Brijangranm Barghola 138,20 2o 174 70,481,
» Boitamari * Maligaon 172.40 15 118 30,505
. Matia ‘Matia £30.00 16 227 99,581
. Balijana Agia 250.00 - 21 340 41, 900
v Dudhnai Rangjuli Ha tkhola - 17 273 16, 936
v Lakhipur Nidanpur -- 24 328 51,121
Golokgan] Golokganj 110.07 18 77 45,980
Bilasipara Raniganj 285,00 32 347 90,494
Chapamsalkacha Chapar 150.00 12 157 34,637
). Mankachar Matikachar e o4 ¢ ) 181 53, 360
.« hgomoni Agomoni e e T IR 53 49,138
}« Gauripur Nharamsala 135.07 31 156G 78,248
i» South Salmara South Salmara 260, 00 27 413 24,511
« S8idlichirang 5id1i 411 .00 13 308 30,189
- Bijni Barabazar 223.00 10 . 197 32,018
. Dotma Dotma 155,00 9 235 39,856
. Manikpur Manikpur 188.00 12 1a3 39,679
. Kakrajhar Balagaon 351.00 13 258 44,056
. Kachugaon Kachugaon 300,00 4 119 19,058
- Gossaingaon Gossalngaon 192.00 15 : 218 42,316

*  Blocks surveyed in the stludy.
Sourca 3 District Census Hand Book, 1961.
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Statement IV

Ponulation by Industrial Catezory,
Goalpara glsﬁricﬁ; 1067,

Industrial ‘Rural Urban Total
Classificgtion

1.Cultivators 431,991 1,481 433,472
(74.94) (4.02) (70.69)
II.Agricultural 38,233 289 38,522
Labour (6.63) (0.78) (6.28)
I11.Mining etec. ! 5,362 545 ' 5,908
(0,93) (1.48) (0.96)
IV.Household 36,298 713 37,611
Industry (6.40) (1.94) (6.13)
V. Manufacturing = 5,942 6,554 12,496
(1.03) (17.80) (2.04)
VI.Construction 1,563 577 2,140
(0.27) (1.56) (0.35)
VII.Trade & Commerce 18,568 11,015 29,583
-(3.22) (29.91) (4.82)
VIII.Transport, Storage 3,774 2,930 8,704
(0.66) (7.96) (1.09)
IX.Services 34,150 12,724 46,874
(5.92) (34.55) (7.64)
Total workers 576,482 36,828 613,310
(100.00) (100,00) (100.00)
Non-wonrkers ' 865,267 65,315 230,582
Total population 1,441,749 102,143 1,542,802

Note ¢ Figures in brackets indicate percentages of

total workers,

Source : Distriect Census Hand Book, 1961
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Statement V

Distribution of Rural Workers by Sex and
Industrial Category, Goalpara District,

1951

Industrial Malc Female Total

Catezory R
1. Cultivators 315,833 115,123 431,991
(75° 1) (71.60) (?4.J4}
II. Agrl. Labour 33,015 5,218 33,233
(7.97) (3.22) (5.53)
TiI. Mining etc. 4,100 1,254 5,363
g (0.99) (0.77) (0.93)
IV. Housechold Industry 4,184 32,714 5,803
V. Manufacturing SIS e 1,970 5,912
(0.93) (1.21) (1.03)
¥1. Construction ST T 45 1,533

: (0.37) (0.03) (0.27)

VII. Trade & Commerce 17,133 . 1,380 13,538
(4.15) (0.85) (3.22)
VIII. Fransport, . 3,743 23 3,77
Storaze (0.80) {(0.0B) (0.53)
IX. Services 30, JH? 3,153 31,150
(7.4 (2.13) (5.92)
Total : Workers 4,248,286  1,62,196 5y 704182

(100.00) (100.00) Ela& 00)

Total : Non-Workers 3,39,222 5,225,045 3,068, 257

Total : Rural Population

Note : Mipgures in brackets indicate percenl-
tages of the total workers
Source :- Distriect Hand Book, Goalpara, 13G1
L;Eﬂsua -

-



Statoment Vi

Lrea, Population, Wo. of Houscholds md osher Characteristics
of 8amnple Villages, 1951 Census

af “Area in No. of ﬁomcwmﬁpcn llo. of Literate No. of Wworkers . o Ho. of Ccultivators No. of Agrl Labour
a6 Hecta-  H.H. Popsons (1) . _ (&) b (3 (4) I7
Ao res M R M F T M i SO o I Pokeas ol i I SRS
TALAT N.A. 85 917 234 481 35 4 40 149 =i g 149 - 142 - - -
S A (14.57) (1.71) (8.32)(60.32)  (30,98) (95.30) (95.30)
co1jana  401.33 119 429 385 824 232 53 235 200 206 - A0G6 164 ity 341 5 1 G
it (54.08) ﬁwm.@mVﬁmm.muunﬁm.uMUﬁmm.ngﬁmg.mﬂgnwa.aouAmm.umwﬁmu.mmuﬁm.mauHc.mwu (1.48)
shnasanichar 135.33 39 362 298 350 55 5 30 178 2 180 180 2 182 12 - 12
(15.19) (1.338) (9.09) (49.17) Ho.mquhmq.mqgﬁmg.mqupoe.cmv”mm.amuﬁm.ﬂmu (Ge37)

vidovpur 182,135
ar
Judug ~kanda

radamtala N.A.
2art III
Umanagar 81 .09

Borahgaci Biaver
(Boralguri)

Bualimari 37.61

: !

{5 v [ R .
t11) Figures in brackets indicate percentage of literacy ( 2) Figures in brackets indicate per

a9 A2 = Al 37 1

2 i
(26.32) (2.13)(14.29) ( AA,21) (2.13) (23.23) (83.10) (50.0

33 3 i 4
0) (8G.36) (7.14) (50,00) (9,09)

75 232 209 A4l A5 3 51 134 e s i o R il 116 16 - 16
(19.40) (2.37) (11.56) (57.76) (0.43) (30.61) (35.32)(L00.00) (85,93)(L1.95) (11 .35)
g 101 86 187 o4 1 o5 A7 47 o4 20 33 G 0 14 2B
(23.76) HH.Hmuﬁpu.mqungm.mmuﬁmg.mmuﬁmo.mﬂunmw.ﬂaqug.MHUAmm.mmuHym.wmuﬂmu.ﬂuuﬁma.gﬂ_
143 A12 435 877 170 23 198 228 05 443 185 134 a49 25 A 30
(33.43) nu.pmuHmm.mmuﬁmp.m@vam.gmuﬁmo.meﬁmH.pmvﬁqw.mmuﬁqm.ﬂmVﬁHH.ﬁcvﬁw.mmu (6.77)
95 900 187 387 117 32 179 94 ey S N 50 13 % 3 3
- Sc, (53.50) ﬁmm.wmyﬁam.mmvnmq.oouhmmfymuﬁmm.gmuHmm.pUUﬁqm.uﬁgn@p.mmuﬂm.mmv (2.13)

population ( 3) Figures in brackets indicate percentage of cultivators among workers ( &)
percentage of agricultural labour among viorkers .

gourcae :— 1961 Consus District Hand Book.

centage of workers in Ghe
Figures in brackets indicate



Statement VII

Land Utilisgtion in G

(A7)

oalpara District,190G64-65

-

(Ares in Hectare)

Arsa Pl

1. Forest 2,47,947.76 24,06
2. Land tut to non-

agricultural use 1,18,224,18 11.48
3. Barren and un-

cultivated land 2,50,060,26 24,26
4, Permanent pasture

and grazing land 34,555.24 3.35
5. Land Tnder Mise, '

tree crops and :

zrooves not ineluded : :

in net area sown 23,585.59 2,29
6, Cultivated waste 17,036.42 1.65
7. Fellow land other

thah eurrent fellow. 18,5343,28 1.R0
2, Current fellow 17,415,211 1.69
9. Wet area sown 8, 03,207.97 20,42
10,Total ecropped area 4,11,498,53 -
1l.Area Sown, more

than once 1,08,290.56 -
geographical arcas

Source : Statistical Abstract of Assam, 10G7-62.

* 35.71% of the net area sown.
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atatanent VITT

Crop Pattern of dglected Blocks and
Goalpara Digtrict 1970-71 :

Ll

(Provisional)

h : ( froa in HeclLeres )
Crops L B bl o ri.lu.H._ W | 0 {2 I Cilusey & Imm. LR R |Im el A1) goalpaa Disgrigh
Gauripur ilashinur Dovna Srijongramn
ahu 4,392,351 12,335,316 3,804..27 5,180,082 1,38,082,995
(oA ,31) {37.39) (1875) (30,71 (27.6G)
Sali 4,221,934 11,0983.338 13,505,450 5,261,027 &. 00 05 314
(21,25) (33.20) (63,93 (31..22) (10.43)
Bao 217785656 1,254.553 20, 235 m_mmw.pm@ 32,927.85¢
mwo‘umu (3.75) (0.10) (14 .41) (G GL]
Boro 593,531 A85,633 oA8 , SLY 83,2306 5.507.291
(2.63) (1.45) (1.20) (1.68) (1.30)

e — e -SSR Sk e e O PUES—— o s A S i el W Ay T TR

Total Paddy  12,420.072

. H_..nm m ._.\H...uu

mmq,.HUrD-th_.U .._u_ﬂ.u a.m_._U.__r...__m: 13 __ur.n_m.u_!m_bm. a3 .H._m ; ‘ e AST J_ﬂm.m
(76:8) (53.99) (72.05) (75.80)

Jute & Mesta 3,640,631

(13.31)

Sugarcane

1,467,326
(7.33)

G092.470
(3.00)

203.313
(4.04)

Mustard

Pulses

Wheat

Malze

1,G13.778 A2 ,762.437
(9,.61) 0.57)
80.939 1,739,781
(0.43) (0.35)
GA7.511 202,317 22,109. 264
(3.19) (1.20) (4.43)
202,532 1.133.144 20,152,972
(1.10) (6.72) (4.04)
20.235 A45.164,7 11,100,362
(0.10) (2.64) 7 (2.22)

o2, 253 36,422 214.043
(0.11) (0. 22) (0.06)

00 A5
(2.69)

141,643
2,023,328
(6.07)

1.618.778
.24)

asa ,AGD
(1.15)

1,092.675
(5.32)
141 . 543
(0.30)

a—

Contd.
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STATEMENT IX

e

# +

Numpber of Households, Avprago bmnuoﬂﬁmﬁmswvwma:ommm:uwpwmp E:Ddoﬂuw
8mall, Marzinal and Agricultural Labour Farms in Sample Villagoes,

Goalpara District. Vorzh. 107
-.HwHHNMC " No.of Toltel Ha@ﬁli;. Average land ao,Hﬂ.iiimwﬂMMW,tllimw.cﬁ T §o. of
Households owned by crea per Small Marzinal naril., Cther
the housc- houschold Farm Farm? Laboly
holds . (Hectare) Households Householde
s s : ey et B | ———— T — m——— e e e
Jhagrapur 42 42,90 L0 o 14 14 6
part 1. {1.9.03) {33.37) (2%,33) (14.29)
Bhasanichar 113 109.023 0.98 iy 47 10 13
P Part Il (23.05) (4158) (3.88) (11.51)
< . _ :
) Kadambtala 93 105 .92 L.ld 2 : 24 20 a0
Joidevpur 37 33.08 .89 12 10 9 G -
( Duduarkanda) (32.43) (27.03) (24.32) (1G.82
Bualimari 53 79.39 1.50 11 o 13 19
(20.75) (18.37) (21.53) (35.85)
Kakoijana B G435 1.53 19 3 G 9
part 1 (45.24) (12.05) (14.29) (21.42)
Umenagar 31 39.12 1.26 T 7 9 3
(38.71)  (22.53) (29.03) (9.63)
Boraiguri a7 62.59 1.G9 7 7 181 % 12
(Barahgari) (18.92) (18.92) (29.73) (32.43)
Note : Figures in brackets indicate the percentages of total houscholds.
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Dist.ibution of rmqmmﬂunw.wocswmnw.: 11
i~ Villages,Goalpara Distriet,
March,12/1.

S

- ﬂWHMMmM. _...ﬂ,_, w._,.f”.—;.?nﬁ Inlur_, ...d_whs:..q_"mﬁu_nw{ﬂ.oﬁw : pig Fowl _ -l.u._ goon Mﬁw*..uprli
Towal Total Ave- Total avs- Total Ave. Total jve- = Total fiva=Iotar Aro= robel Avo= L o2l Ave=
HoH:  Nos rage No. rage No. reza Na. raige o, ragelio. ragc No. rage ?c. TaEC |
per per naer per AL LGT Per e
Ho- H.H. H.H. H.1. 0,1, H.i. [aH. el
shagrapara I S G s e TR T R RN R b = 4,
gt asanichar II 113 239 2.12105 0.9 53 0.47 110 O e aeadp - oSl e 2 0.02
cadanbala TIDT 98 119 1.2¥00z 2410 281 10,4186 0,60 e ma GG .54 4D 04430 7iH0, 08
Joidevpur 37 45 l.22 75 2.03 18 0.489 156 0.4l == -= == 0,57 32 Q.86 -= -
Boalimari B3: 78 1.47 856 1,06 47 0.89 88 1,66 == . == G/ 0.9 120 Da 0 T
Kakoigana I 42 . 86 2.056 70 1.67 67 1.60 72 1.7L -~ -= -= 2,93 67 1.60 =z 0.05
Unanagar - 81 UGz 1,67 90 los77 77 (0,281 o0 0650 AH, | 0,68 LY Sen mall e S0 190 0401
Barahgari 37 63 1,70 26 . 0.70 .8  0.22 11 0.30 70 _.mm b S-SR R SIS S o
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.13 Statepent ¥VI1
Possession of Purable Consumer Goods of Industrial Origin by
Different Categorles of Farmesrs
j Small Farmers EMﬂmmzmwlwmaamwm rmwwy.wwsosﬁmum catogorie:
{24) (43)
.|“_._..._H.1|- b, a
5 No.of  Total  No.of Total  No.of No.of o
H.i. No.of units No.of units units unil
possc- units per units poer per posse-~ , posse~ per
ssing possoe- fH.H. posse=-  H.H. HiH, H.H
ssed ssed.

Hleycle - - - 2 0.04 - 0,08

_._H.—..—.ﬂ. ey - - - - -— - .l.l.
watch 1 ‘| 004 1 0+02 - Ca0f

01l stove - - —-— —~- -= - -

patromarch -- - -~ -— -- - --
lorch 4 4 047 5 0.10 O 0L G0L
lable 10 11 046 » #.33 0.02 0.28
Jhair 11 12 0.50 29 0.40 0.10 0.30
Jot 17 31 1.42 135 0.73 0.27 0.G8

\lmirah —-- -- - - - - B
['runk i e 0,08 -- -- - 0.0£
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No.of No.of AVer«Ni. SING oT AVer=No.ofN0, 0T AVer=NoroTNG T 3T nvars
E.H. trees age H.H. plan-age

P338=-posse-per posse-ts per
65s- sged sam- oss- Ssod sam- ssing posie-sanp-

H.H. vines age
plSs=passc~-per

trees aze
DOsse- nosse- per
sad

Statement XVIIT

Numbers of Fruit Plants by Jceupational gron

PSS, Goalpara, 1971

B Vo R e P

ple ssed ple
H.H. H.11.

T

N, _..._.,_l_H..Hﬂ Fa .MH._ Jﬂqmﬂnl.ﬂﬂﬁ ¥ MH : e’
plants age H.H. plant
~POS5Q~ PETr DI5S~pIss-

33cd 3am- gsSs8- cssad

ple 1ing
.1,

Litehi

+OIRNDTOT AV
H.ll. plan-rze
poss-ts per
eSS~ poss-sam
inz essed pl:

T 10 2 i 57

d B4 3 15 16 L7

e

ciarginal
FATMers 2%

(43)

Azricul-
tural

Labour 10
(42)

Total

ps

(120)

Py

All zrou- 55

1 Q.17 20 233 9.7L

- = g 100 2083

40,05 Gl M5 6.2 43

33 L.37 15 31

10 L0 e, G 3

84 0.70 46 20

ww..._..

AT T
1 0.04
3 4 0.03

+ 4 5 0.04

hauschold.
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e btatesent ALl
Farm Harvest Price of Different Urops Hrmmmwwumm@ Villages, wugcnqw.
2 o e s A e .. (Rupees per quintal) .

23 Crop oali  Ahu - < Bao §ors  JTute  Mustard ~ wheat small Black [asur mﬁWMmLhrmmﬁpﬂwimmmmmmmmmummm
b lage paddy  paddy nmu&w.nmaum “saad millet gram 5 L) rur
B.cropara IT 64,30 = ©63:58 - S ot o e e L < : ik 3 > z 3
Bisanichar II 86,92 53.58 53,94 ~ - -125.92. 133.93 33,98 63,58 03,77 - - - L a;
kiamtala IIT 59,35 53,91 - 5G.25 107.17. 133.96 §9.65 - A & sty i 2 # )
idevpur B1.300 1155868 LY ol S V2 M e T e o A o S w L8 50150 .
walimard 54,30 586,26 < 5G.26 =~ 112.53 123.24 39.33 @ - 96,45 12§.00 50.00 : i 120
lakoijapa I ' 63.98  53.94 - Sl an iy Bs ap O L SRR - (= B0LO0 - -

Franagar

borahgari

120,56 . 131,28 i« ot Ak
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Annual Income of 3mall Farmers, iMarzinal Farmers and Azricultural Labourers
by sources, Goalpara, 19/0-71

=S S e RS Y

__ (Income in Rupees)
L1l Groups

[ as of Ipcome Small Parmers Marvinal Farmers hzrl. Lapour

Ineme Income per Ingome Inccone Tnoome Ineoma per Lpcone Incone per
Farm per farm farm farm
a2riculture 39343.00 16380.33 AGO15,00 958,64  GLOQ.OO 187,08 01963,00 763,33
BEr e St SRR (80,15) (56.G65) ( 9,31) (47 ,353)
srticulture 4590.00 191.85 A4365,00 SOl 1110.00 2312 10665,00 37 .96
(2.23) (5.98) (1.73) (65.,47)
Livestock 2000, 00 23.33 25630.00 53.75 890,00 12.54 5470,00 45.58
(4.08) (3.13) (1L.43) (2,33)
Agricultural -
Casual Labour -1200,00 50.00 12410.00 258,51 43704.00 910,50 57314.00 477.68
2.41) (15.28) (70.47) (20, 70) o
aub-Total of A7G38.00 1984, 91 Ga3G60.00 1372.02 51304.00 1079, 81 1565308,00 1377.58
Azriculture (95.31) (31.09) (83.53) (35.65)
i. Cottape & Small Scale 1130,.00 49,17 1455.00 30 .31 GAS, Q0 13.44 3280,00 27 e o3
Industries (2.37) (1.79) : (1.04) (1.70)
i. Non=Agricultural - - 3585.00 74,69 2330 .00 30,00 54G5, 00 53.37
Casnal Labour (4.41) (4.64) (3.35)
f. Salary - -= 2460, 00 176.25 720 .00 15.00 2130,00 PO 50
(10,42) (1.13) (4,7G)
$. Dthers 200, 00 37.50 13350,00 3579 5970.00 124,38 2730,00 T2+ 7D
(1.32) (2.29) (9.63) (4,53)
jnb=-Lotal of £030.00 26,07 153350.00 320.00 10215.00 212.82 27655.00 230 .15
lon=Agriculture Bl (18,91) (1G.47) (14.34)
frand Total A9715.00 2071.58 81220,.00 1692,08 G2019.00 1292,006 102957.00 1G607,.97
(100, 00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00)

Hote

:= Figures within brackets indicate percentages of total
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3.
4,

D

G

10,
11-12,
IIe

Committee headed by Azricultural Commissioner and consisting

Appendix "B"

The Constitutioh of the District level
Small and Marginal Farmers and Landless
Agriculturists Development Agency in Assam.

Deputy Commissioner (Chairman) (Principal Secre-
tary, Distriet Council for Mikir Hillsﬁ.

Project Officer &Senior Agril. Deptt. Officer)-
Member Secretary.

Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies.
One representative of the Planning Commission.

One representative from Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of Indis.

District Agricultural Officer.
District Veterinary Officer,
One representative of the Land Development Bank.

One representative of the Central Co-operative
Bank.

President, Mahkuma Parishad.
Twe Non-0fficigls,

STATE LEVEL CO-ORDINATION COMMITTEE.

There will also be 3 State Level Co-ordination

of the following members s-

1.
2
3.
4,
5.
Ge
7
8.
2.

10C.

Agricultural Production Commissioner.
Commissioner of Plains Division.

Secretary Finance, Government of Assan.
Seeretary, Agriculture, Government of Assam.
Sgecretary, Co-operativessﬂﬂvt. o Assam.
Director of Agriculture, Assam.

Director of Animal Husbandry, Assam -
Registrar, Co-operative Societies. Asc=am.
One representative from State Bank-of India.

One Non-official Member from each district,
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Apheornolix C

AGRO-ECONOMIC RESEARCH CENTRE FOR NORTH
EAST I¥DIA, JORHAT, ASSAM

Survey of larginal & Small Farmers & Agricultural
Laboiirsss

Houscheld Schedule

'_I

Household Seria2l . lo,

(W)

« Name of the Head ©of the Housencld -

(a) Religion- (b) Caste or Commnity:
(¢) Tribe & Clan- (d) VMother Tongue -

3., Settlement in the village ¢
fa) Year (b) Reasons

4, Namg of the village

5., Gaon Panchayat 6. Msuza-

7. Thana- 8, Anchalilk Panchayat/Block

¥. Mohltuma 10. District

11. State

12, Year of Survey Month -

L I, B T PR, o w3
S Te | tion Chavactarnl: :

Serial Belation GO Ecuca- Boonomic

Vo, Head of Ho- Sex Azs tion Status Remarlks
unsshold At
Haad

o
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- s e

2. Resources of the HEousehold

b £
2.1. Durable Consumer Goods in Tee

;5. | Apnrox.
Ise | Talua
= i * <

1. Radio
2. Gramophone ' |

|
3. Sewing Machine
4. Bicycle
5. Gun or Other

Firearm :

S. Waten
7. Clock |
8. 0il Stove | |

.
2. Patromax |
10. Torch |
11. Tables |
12, Chairs
13. Cots | |
14. Mpirah |
15, ;
Y6 :
2.2, Buildinss and_Houses :

Nature of Structure

No. .snace Plinth Floop Wall | Roof
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Ze3.1ls Land Cunership

Area- In Bigha

Perodiﬁ Annual | Total
(Myadi) (Eksongj

Ownied land wrder |
perscnal cultivation :
]

Land taken or lease

Land ILeased out : e

Land not awailabhle |
for eultivation

Homestezd &
Crehard

2.3.2. Land Improvement :- (Last 5 years)

“ Area covered |  Expenditurel Subsidy or
i & Crops Grown! incurred Grant from

the Govi.

1. ITrrigation _ | |

2. Drainasge
3. Soil Conservation S |

4. Fencing

5. Levelling !



2.4,

Aopicultural

—

zocdls & Implsments

=i

= m

Names of Tools | No-in use | Approximate
& Implements =] value
| ir
l. Desi Plough : !
2. Improved Flough ; |
3. GSpade ;
4, Hoe | :
5. Seed=drill 5 !
€. Harrow ' !
7. ©Sickle ‘
8. Bullock Cart !
2+ Dhenki 1
10. Sugar Cane
Crusher !
1l. Ghani !
12. Others. | |
Details of Crop preoduction ; o R Taie
"Name of ifea Total : Sale | other
 Crop (bigha) | Produetion (mds) disburse
. (mds ) | ments.
Ist Group
i !
&s | |
s | |
4- | |
5. | ! |
: ' |
2nd Croup i : %
2. | |
B , i |
& | |
Srd_Group i
Ir |
l'l' i | |
2 !
S '
4. !
S | . |
| | |



4.

inputs din Suliis

4.1. Labovr :-

N4ature of Jrex e Fired Daily
Work operated 1 . labour Wage rate.
(Ir. Bigha) employed ' emploved -
(rndavs) :  (manday:
M L S T F g
l. Preparation
of Lend
@+ Iransplanting
3. Sewing
4. Harvesting
5. Carrying | ;
i |
6. Throsing 5
i II
T« Others i
|

(a) Seed
(1) Traditional
(1i) Improvad
(b) Fertilisers
(i)

(1)

(iii)

(c) GrE?# Manure 53 =
(1)

(i)

(23

4-1 e e
Other Manure

(a)
(1)

Value of
Govit's subsidy
or aid, 1f ary




A i

5.1. Dwhership of Livestonri

Name of - =1 % |
iégifzgck & :—T?-—IB.E933~~:~~— Milch Animal | Young stock
poulty | Q. Valus | We, i Value ! No, Value

i
Bullock ! = | | |
| | | '

c C' 1‘-7 : i I I | |
| i l' |

Buffalo - | | |
. | f |

Boat i ' 5
: ! |

Pig | | |

|

| . f

| |

| ' | |

Horss ; . ! |

| | | |

Sheen : ! !

| |

Fowls ' . ' |
|

5.2, Ingcoma From Livéstock 2 Poultry Products

(Last Year)

Yarg of Sale = ! Hore
;ijﬁfEfex & i : : | Consumption
oultry t Mo, of { Valae =5 No. or | Talue

(oS e [ , .
glantifsy - Quqntitv!

Bulloelk

Buffslo | ' |

Goat

Pig

= ]

Horsae

Fo¥ls

Duck |



A

€. Horticultural Production & Vegetabla Cultivation.

Name of |Value of Total] Sale | Mandays
Crop |production ; | Fnployed

S Hrmwrm

2. Pan

3. Coconut ! |
4, Bananag
S. Mangoes

6. Jack fruits

w

7. Details of Cottape & Small Seasle Industries.

Name of | Implements, Out p & |Nature of | Family] Hired
persuits | No. Value | @ty Value |Employment | labour|labour

; . (days) Deys-Wag
. ' es
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8. Income, Investment & Indebtedness

8.1 Sources of Income (Last ¥r.)

" Sources

Approximate Amount
N RS .

Remarks

1. Cultlvation

(ii) Animal Husbandry

(iii)Cottage Industry

(iv) Casual Labour |

(v) Other

8.2. O0Other Investments (Last 5 ¥rs.)

Nature of Investment | Year

-

Imount

l. Purchase of land

3+ Bank/ Postal Saving

4. Purchase of Ornament

S
6.

i

8.3. B8ale of Capital Assets (Last 5 ¥rs)

|
2. Purchase of livestoek

T
A i

Name of the | ¥z2ar of | Amount Pattern of u=ec
assets ‘Saleg Becelved of sale an
T ]
|
| {
1. Land ! i
: ] |
2. House or Building

2. Ornaments

4. Iivestock
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Investigator's Note :

Signature of laovesulgato
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