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FREFACE

This short study was undertaken st the instance
of Shri B.Vankatappish, Member, In-Charge of Agriculture,
Planning Commission. It is mainly based 2n data collected
in connectiﬂﬁ with continuous wvillsze surveys conducted
by the Agro-Economic Research Centre at wvarious places
in Asssm.

Because of the difficulty of aseertainins land =~
right in hill areas, no attempt is made t2 analyse the
data on hill villages. The bssiec data for the report are
takeé from 81X village survey reports of the Centre.
Acknowledzements are, therefore, due to the study teams
associated with these reports.

The report is drafted by Shri P.D.Saikia, Research
Officer under my general gnfdenge . The tabulation »f data
was done by Shri Durgeswar Bora, Sénior Computor and Shri
Paresh Ch.,Dutta, Junior Research Investizator, It is typed
by Shri A.K.Ghakravarty,Tﬂ%enﬁgraphﬁr and Shri P.C,Borsh,
Typist of this Centre. Shri ¥.Deks operated the duplicat-
ing Machine.

It is hoped that the report will focuss attention

to the problems of small farmers in Assam.

March, 19569.
Agro-Eeonomic Ressarch Centre,

for North East India, Dr.P.C,Goswami,

Assam,
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Section I.

1. Genersl Egckgrsund.=
l.i. Land holdings per family and the nature of these
'"Hsldings affect the economic efficieney of farming to a2
large extent. Nearly ohe-sixth of the rursl families in
Assanm ig landless and nearly 50 per cent (including land-
less) hold less than 3.3 acres per family. Considering 5
acres s8 the basic economic holdine per family, from 63
to 69 per..0ent of the families have less than an economic
holding. The aversge size of holdings of the smaller size
group below 3.3 scres (excluding landless) which account
for 35 to 40 per cent of the rural families is between 1

to 1.66 -gcres anly.l

g o The Agricultursl Labour Engquiry has shown that
in Asszm 62 per cent of the .totsl number of holdings co-
vering 32 per cent of the total area’ were below 5 acres;
26 per cent of the number of holdings with an area of 34
per cent of the tokal were between S to 10 zcresg: 11 -
per eent esvering 30 per cent of the ares were bhetw-
eén 10 and 25 acres, and only one per cent o2f the total
number of holdings oovering 3 per cent 2f the totzl area

2
were aboye 25 ac¢res in size as shown in Table 1.

o The study has further revealed that 59 per cent

of the total number of holdings covering an area of about

1'Goswami P.C, Economic Dgvelopment of Assam - Asisz Publi
shing House, Bombay 1963 (pp.49-50) quoted from Reports
of the Rural Economic Survey of the Economics z2nd Sts-
tigtics Department of Assam. .

2. Agricultural Labour Enquiry, Report on Intensive Sur-
vey of Agricultural Labour, Vol-III- East India-1955.



I
b3
Ll

1

;

74 per cent belonged to azricultural land owners' families
whereas 24 per.cent of the holdings coverinz 19 per cent
of the area were held by tenant families. The azricultural
workers' families held -nly 7 per cent of the total mamber
of haoldings envering 2 per cant of the total area. The co-
rresponding figures for non-agriculturist families were

about 10 and 5 ner caent resnectively.

Table 1.
FPercentase Distributisn of Hnlding . =
of Assam by Sizs (roups.

Percentaze of

Size Group

I Holdinegs 1 Araa

1 acre ahd below 6.0 -
1.1 to 2.5 aeres : 18.0 6.0
2.5 £t bacres 38.0 26,4
5.1 £5 10 acres 26.0 34,0
10.1 acres -and above 12.0 , 83.6

TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Average Size (in acres) ~ - . .. . 5.3
1.5. The average size Of the kﬁiﬂgh 41 féfﬂﬁll catezn-

e

ries of families worked -ut to 5.3 acres. The correspording

averages were 5.6 and 4.2 acres respactively for the asri-

non-agriculturist familiss and only 1.8 acres for the

gericultursl workers.

=

TeGie These facts indicate the magnitude of the nroblem
of the - rurali ‘fe mlies with urez'q;p;c Land hﬁlc;q:: 1rw
Aqqcm.hmhe ﬁ?eﬁ%ﬁatdlr}ﬁiem-ﬁf I?ﬂﬂﬁﬁu@PTL ultjﬁelas uhé.
uneconooice haldinqa of the majority of the farmers. Tho-

ugh there is a relatively low density »f ponpulation in

-l
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Assam, the pressure on land is not » oportionately low.
Thig state of affairs indicates that asricultural spera-
tions for the vast majority of cultivators cannat zive
them opportunities for full utilisation of the avallable
human and animal power, and not even for subsistence, let

glone for maximisation of returns.

Tsile The small family holding is not a single conssli-
dated farm. Each holdinz is subdivided into several frag-
ments situated in different places. The extent of frag-

mentation in the different < 'stricts of Assam is shown in

Extent of Fragmentation of Holdings
in Assam 1948.49,
5 Darr- 5ibs- Lakhi- Now- Mikip
ang agar mpur ZoNng Hills
- Dist. Dist. Dist. Dist. Dist,

1. Percentage of

holdings with

(2) 24 oar more
fragments; 45.0 51.4 37.4 5.5 2.5

{b) 3 or more
fragments 60.0 68.0 51,0 67.0 1350

2. Percentaze of
fragmentation
with size :
(2) Less thzan
2 bizhas /
\0.6 acre } 50.2 49.1 49.2 50.2 1C.7

(b) Less than
5 Bizshas-
(1.6 aerag) 76.6 77.9 7=,

(c) Less than
10 bichas
(3.3 Acres) 90.6 92,6 79.

a)

80.8 4.1

[0

2,1 63.6

In the plains districts nearly a half of the frac-

ments is outside the willase in which the eciltivatsr 1iv

x
i

¥ smere e 3
Goswami P.C. The Economic Develnprment of Assarm - Asin

Publishing House, Bombay. 19683 - P. 5..



Thus the tiny plots of lang and the lacation o7 the plots
in far away distances from the farmers! house pause a se_
rious aiffienlty in azrioultural develspment ~f higher

erop production,

1.8, Table 3 would indicate the Iercentacge distribn-
tion of operational holdinzs in Assam. In Assam small sized
°perational holdinss constitute the significant promortisn
of the total. A gizeable zroup of Operaticnal holdings
c¢onstituting 40 per cent sre below 2.50 acres, and the

operatisnal holdin:s betwesn 2,50 to 4,00 acTes ¢onstia

total operational haldings are below 5 acres. These 74

per cent of the onerationsal holdinzs have 54 per cent of
the total area operated. The situation eclesarly paints out
the magnitude of the prohlem of uneconomie farms ang kﬁfii

thereby the small farmers in the state.
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Table - 3.

Percentarse of Distributisn of Estimated
number of Operatlional Holdinzs a2nd Area Operated
by size Class of Operational Holdings 21:: AsSsam.

Size Class of
Operational

Estimated No.
of Operstisnsl:

: BEstimated
srea

as sE am

Holdinzs (In Acres)

15 UPL-’J ':" 49

" Ge2o)
2. 0.50 = Q.99
( u-l;—-ﬂﬁﬁ)
3. Y00 - 2.49
(&4 — [68)
Sub.Total

é. 2-50 - é-gg
AN

Sub-Tntsl

S BH.00 - 7.49
A —a )
84 Tebl = D.099
(3rey— goy)

Sub Total

TE. 00 - FEla
T hTes — Eres
81 [le.sﬂg - lé":. 9
9, “1:1 C'CJ - lgau
‘og
10. 20,00 - 34,89
C@ e ol o 8
1ls =25 DD - 28,89
e (dby. — 12y
lEa 3':' ':ID - ":J'p'ou
Eilzis ——J&~lq}
13. 50.00 and abave
(2015 4 phE3)
Sub: Total

GRAND TOTAL

L
?2'0l g.a5

3266 25.99

,-Ferl'tt‘rs,rfs (13 u)f,,e-nenﬁfw .C)
J‘T?J-?; %giﬂ e fﬂ-@:w

I 1.66
17°9§F11.49

JLYe
40.29

il

<1t o3,

il

9

2493 | 83, 70

24'Gp 30.28

U023 83, 72 % 30.28
leor 12,91 18°5§ 20.68
429  5.51 (7§ 11.65
.: L] WY
430 1942 3USY a5 ng
Lol T sioy 569 7.77
0159 b= g1 S.94
B‘@ 1.76 '}.,ﬁ. 7.85
C:..LL 0-38 f'n 1-59
ki DS o'z 1,00
o3 015 30 1.6l
2 —  0.44

307 T6.57

Zg*?z 24.00

JC0 e 100,00

[6Te0 100.00

a",'".-ig,t :F—;;w T E,HM_E [LET o da pon -'ﬁ-’\..t.nfn.\.t? R
Source :ﬁﬂThe Natlonal Samnle Survey =
Sirxteenth REound - July 1960.,

June 1961,

No,., 113.

® dr.-24Kk Eﬂ%‘-l{j Fley ‘94, 5-9,.]-. 1931~

Ne. LI;T%)



Saction Il.

o, pattern of Land Holdings and +he Small Farmers:

2ol The five villages taken for the study to focus
the problems of the small farmers wWere surveyed by the
Agro-Economic Research Centre for N.E.India, Jorhat,
between 1953-63. The rillages &are situated; two in tha
Sipsagar District, two in the Xamrup District and ons

##
in the Lakhimpur distriet of Assam. Although the sam-

nle for the study is very amall and inadequate, the
villages are considered as representative villages . of
+he Assam plains. Thesc villages are expected 0 ref-

1ect & somewhat fair picture of the rural areas of the

plains districts of LAssam.

2.2, Taple 1 shows the land holding pattern of the five

villages. In these villages 1G6.57 per cent of the households
are Landless. Some of Lhese lardless households
. have very small operational holdings which they

+ake on lease Irom othars. Most of the landless housg-
holds are agricultural labourers. Moroover, S1.72 per
cent of the households have 1and holdings below 1 acre

o Y =

and another 22 per cent between 1 to 2,30 agres. ‘Thase
hold
23,72 per cent households /only JASHE

L

per cent of the
total land ragources - of the rillazes. MorecOVer, e b

cent of the households have land holdinzs between 2.50 to

5.00 acres. That means nearly two-thirds oT 51.43 per cent

*Data taken from thae Village Survey Reporos prepared Ly
the Staff of the Agro-Seonomic nosearch Centre, Jarhat.

1, Dispur - by Dr.P.C.Goswanl (published),

5, Tegheriartari - (Report being writtan),

3. Morangaon - oY appi N.8anha (Tynped)

4, Khonajan — by 3hri C.K.Bora (Mimeozraphed) s
23

. Chalimagaon - OF shri J.L.Borkakaly {Hime:graphed].



nt

of the land resourcss of the villages. Thus the bulk of
the population have uneconomic or 'neamly economic! size
of land holdingss.
Table — 4,
Distribution of ownership land Holdin:

In Five Plains Villages in Assam
According to Size-group.

Size ] Househalds i Airea(In Acres)
Groups. s Noe ¢ P.C.OT : ATe2  : P.C.of
(In heres) : : total : ;total
and less 58 15wy - -
Sub total 58 1557 - -
Below 1.00 T3 2.7 23.09 2.52
1.00 - 2.50 77 28.00 132.73 11 .87
Sub total 153 43,72 150.85 14,39
2+00 = 5,00 SE 17Tl 210.50 18.32
Sub total 52 17Y1 210.50 12.832
S.00 = 7.50 32 9,11 191.88 17a3ES
T.50 = 10.00 19 5.43 165.1.3 14.76
Sub totzl 51 14.57 375.01 531.92
10,00 = 15,00 17 1.85 203.59 18.21
15,00 = 20.00 5 il 299.58 8.1
20-00 ™= 25.0(} = - - -
25.00 and Above 3 035 S0 ie Tiw D
Sub'Potal 25 Tat3 322.929 21 .87
Grand Total 350 100.00 1,113.35 100.00

Name of the villazes
and year of Survey:- 1) Dispur - 1961-82;
2) Tegheriartari = 1958
3) Morangaon, - 1951
4) Khonaian -~ 1933
5) Chalihagaon - 1961,

2.3. Only 14.57 per cent »f the hiusehdlds possess

‘medium sized land holsinzs between 5«10 acres. These

14.57 per cent of the families have sizeable portion of
31.22 per cent of the village land under their possessizn.
Another inferesting feature of the land holdinzs is that
only 7.43 per cent Of the hiuseholds possess land hsliii -s
af above 10 acres. Nno household possesses abaove 30 acros
of land (land holding ceiling ner family in Assam being

g
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50 acres). However, these 7.43 per cent of the housecholds

possess 34.87 per cent of th

o

tstal land possessed by z2ll

the villagers.

2 Although the land holding pattern 1s the most im-
portant factor in the rural cconomy, it does not always
reflect the real situation of the area under operatlion,
that is farm sizes4ltable 5 shows the operational holding
pattern of the 5 villages. It is interesting to note that
the average size of operatisnal holding Iin these 5 villa-
ges is 4.23 acres only. This points 2ut the magnitude of

the small sized farms in the Assam plains.

EERET Table 5 shows that 18.39 per cent of the households
have operational holdings of below 1 acre of land and the
.averaze size of operativnal holding is 0.31 acres. HMore-

4

over, 13.92 per cent’ of the families have operational hol-

dinns between 1 to 2.50 acres with the average size of
1.78 acras. Thus, 35.58 per cent of the households possess

upto 2,50 acres of operational holdings with an average
nalding of 1.01 acres. This is the most vulnerable sec-

tion of the papulation in the villages.

R e 33;35 per cent of the houssholds have 3omewhat
"hetter-sized! operational holdings between 2.50 t2 5400
scres. This group of households have average size of ope-
rational holding of 3.35 acres. A sizeable porilon of
29,11 percent of the households possess operatisnal nol-
dings betwssn 3.00 to 10.00 acres. But only 2.33 per cent
+f the househslds have operational haldings of abave 10

acres and 2 households have operafional hollings of

aboys 25 acres with average size of 26.33 acres anly-

el e
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2.7, One of the interesting features is that many
of the farmers with smaller land holdings lesse out
their land. This 1s because 2f the fact that some
villagers possessing very small plots of land serwve as
agricultural labour and leazass o2ut their land to others.
Some sthers lease out their land on account of  the
situgtion of the land fzr away from the households.
But the households having land holdinegs above 10 acres
very rarely lease out their land. On the atherhand,
they take land on leeée for operation from the absentee
landlords and from c¢o-villagers znd neighbouring

villages.
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Tabla = 5;
Ll Le = oy

Operational Holdings of Five plains Villages in Assam

According to 3ize Group.

(In Acres)

Slze Group ¢ No.0F 3PL0.0f "afsQM|H¢:m t Land Leased:iLand taken:Total pera-~Averapgo sive

(In Acres) : H.H. ¢ H.H. :(In fiecres) : out (In Ac-!on leasc :tional hold-:of aneratin-

: : - 3 res) :(In Aeres): ing (Aecres) :nal hoddinz .
1.00 to 2.30 53 16,99 87.51 9.07 35.77 1,24 1.78
3ub Total L 35.58 L2280 19,18 38.70 LLed1E 1. 65
Re 50 10U 5,00 105 A3 .65 285.01 22.67 13051 332,95 3.65
Sub Total 105 33.65 225401 22,67 130,361 358,085 3.85
5.00 to 7.50 5G 1795 216.5Q - 31.01 139.43 351 .92 3. 28
7.50 to 10,00 11 4,49 79.13 4417 AG.G2 1gl.58 W agonag
Sub Total 70 22.141 325.63 33,18 185,05 A73.50C G, 73
10,00 to 15,00 =20 B.11 154 .47 13480 79.63 27110 13.56

15.00 to 20.00 4 1.28 85180 - 15.33 67.83 Tesos . Y

20.00 to 25,00 - - - - = - - -

25.00 &nd Above 2 D.64 10.63 - 12.00 52.606 25.33
Sub Total 20 B3 £56G,63 13.00 107.83 351.59 13.52
¢ rand Total 312 100.00 PE9.87 123,03 813.32 1320.15 123

Note- Therc are 33 households without Operational hhliing.



i

saction ITT.

3. Problems of the Small Farmers :

Sinta From the land holdins pattern of the five v L i =
ages under consideration it becomes s mewhat problamatic
to define z small farmer. Excluding only = few households,
the entire number of farms in the villages belong to small
sized groups. Most of these farms cannot provide even a
subsistence income tH the families. Prof.V.M.Dandekar has
pointed Sut the difficulties of defining 2 small farmert
For the purpose of the study the "eoncept of the size of

2 farm is taken int> aceount. Me-e physical acreaze is

not the sole criteriin for judgement of size of a farnm
due to the difference in productivity of land according

to the type of the s2il. A hill farmer might have wvast
2rea under his command, but his farm income may bhe lesscer
than a2 cultivator in the plains having 2 smaller land hol-
ding. An irrigated area will produce better yield than a
dry area. But for the purpose of the study the product-
lvity of so9il is not taken ints aceonnt, M~renver, the
problem of small farmers is fnenssed in this paner from

the direct field experience >f this region.

3.2, The definition of a2 small farper accordine to
physical size of his nalding is eorroborated by the fact
that all the households having less than 5 ncres Af land
have deficit family budzets. Table 6 shows that the farms
of below 5 acres could not provide the subsistence income
for the maintenanze of the family. But the average family

budgets o9f the househulds above 5 acres af land are found

*Prnblems of 8mall Farmers, Seminar Series VIT - Indian
Society of Agricultural Eeshomies, Bombay, 12€82,
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to be marginally surplus. It may be noted thst the family
inecome is eounted from all sources of inesme, and not

limited to farm income only.

4. The Problem of Tenancy s

4,1, The general feelins that the several means of
agrarian reform, have not helped the small farmers in any
way, is found to be, by and large, trus in this part.nf

the country. In these five villaces and

i
I3

two other ad-
hoe studies* conducted by this Research Centre it is re-
vealed that the share-cronpers have to pay very hiszh rent
t2 the land owners, Table 7,8 and @ show the pattern of
rent paid by the tenants to the land ~wners. Owing to the
fragmentatisn of szrieultural land holdings the farm sizes
are becoming smaller and smeller. Consequently, the number
0f share-croppers and agricultural labourers are rradually
increasinz. Owing te the heavy demand on lsnd a land ocwner
can easily extract very high rent. It is reported that in
certain areas a tenant is requiredto render free service
Tor some days in the land-lord's house, in addition to

the hizh rent.

4.2, In most areas a tenant farmer considers himself
to be lucky to get s plot of agricultural land on lease
even at a prohibitive rent. In such 2 situation = tenant
is not expected-t> res?ft t~ land ref-rm act. In certain

aspects the land reform acts reported £t have worsened
*

Saikia P-D.and Bora C.K. - Farmers' Res sponse Lo Use
of Improved Agriculturasl Practices under I.A.D.P.
Caghar District,Assam - Azr2-Ec¢onomic Research Centre
Tor North Bast India.

2s Saikia P.D., z2nd Bora (C.K.- Farmars? Rasponse Lo Use
Of Fertilizers in Nowzones District oF ASrorm., fAxwro..

Econamic Research ﬂ,f,v=_ Lo Narth fssf o
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the situation. The land owner tries to chahze tenant

year by year for the fear of ocoupaney right. Some bi

g

land holders try to cultivate land to their meximum
capacity instead of leasinz out for the fear of ceceou-

paney rizht.

4,3, in Eaéﬂéga programme districi Cechar, it is
observed that most of the ‘tenant farmers d> not enltivate
the leased in land earefully, not to speak of usine
improved agricultural practices. Mist of the tenant
farmers are frustrated peaple znd they are very much
pessimistic about their future. The prospect of prosress
being bleak, the small farmers remained apathetic towards
development nprogrammes.

Table = 7,

Types 2f Rent Paid by Tenants in 4 Plains
Villages in Asgam,

Types »f Rental :ATea in:Rent paid § Average nent

_System. s+ Aeres :in Rupees _i*peg_ﬁgrefﬁl.
1. Free of Rent _ B.24 - 3
2. Cash Rant 92.80 1853.81 12,97
3. Kind Rent 283.71 11086,00 39,08
4, Share Craopprins - G
e e 84.73  12966.00 153,03

5. Mixed System (both
Cash a2nd Kind Rent
an the same Plat) 14,47 254,00 155

=

TOTAL 481.95 26159.81 54,258

Land Leased osut to Relatives.

Neme of tha Villazes: Yaar of Suryey:

1. Dispur ; A 1961-6G2
2+ Morangaon s aiein 1961
3. Khonajan : gty 1263
4, Chalihagaon @ el 1964,
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Land Tepure Arrangement in Cachar Biggrict.

Paens i Resnondents 35595;EEE£3.1835-
S } taking land jines out land.
Kind Rent ! on lease | :
tNa. ﬁf' Area in® No,of ¢ Ares in
= $ . H.H.1 =CFes.} H.H. s acres,
1. 66% to the owner 1 3,33 - =
2. 50% to the owner 23 44,67 o 44,67
3. 25% to the owner 1 0,67 s -
4, 3 maunds of paddy per
bigha t7» the oswner 3 Tl T - -
5. 4 mgunds of paddy per
bigha t2 the owner 2 4,33 3 12,00
CABH RENT
6., R. 20.00 per bigha to “
the owner. T 2+33 = =
7+ Be 30,00 per bigha to
the o2wner 2 4,87 s -
8. B, 50.00 per bigha to
the owner 1 2.67 - -
TOTAL 34 70.34 12 62,867

Year of Survey : 1965.

Table - 9.
Land Tenure Arrancement in Nowgong District.

Hesmponsents iRespondents Leas

Terms ¢ takinz land 1ing out land.
! on leass :
tNo.of = Arga No,af & Ares
s H.H. :(A%ras): H.H 1 (Acres)
* o~
1l. Rent Free T G,.66 s "
2. 50% to the owner 20 50.05 10 118.64
3. less than & maunds of
Paddy per bigha 1 2.66 - -

4, Between 2 maunds aznd 3
maunds 3 paddy par ]
bighsa 4 17,35 = -

5., Between 3 maunds and 4

maunds of Paddy per
Bigha 1 2.00 - -

Total e 27 47 ) 1158.64
*The Tenant is related t2 the Land Owner.

Yaar e i S‘J,]“‘i.?ﬁ:v': 1857,
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5. Response to Ipproved Asricultural Practices ¢

Sal.

Research Centre rewvealed that the farmers in general

failed

the

ponse Lo improved agricultural practices is
somewhat satisfactory.
small farmers hawve failed £n modernise their a
thetgh certain facilitiss ars
Table 10 indicates

gerlcultural practices

districts.,

Improved Azricultura

t2 accept improved sgricultural pr

Packasze Programme district’Cachar the

The 3ocic-economic surveys conducted by this

hawve

actices. Unly in

found 5o be

Even in the Cachar district th=a
griculture
made readily available.
the extent of acceptanrce of imprﬂveﬁ

in the Package and non-packaaze

Table 19

1 Practiceés taken

deficit family budzets

to invest

mich in

up By the Farmers of Package gnd Non-packace Distriets
of ASsam.
sNo.of sNo.of iNO,of :Fercentage of Far-
Nature :Diste 3vill- ifarm- ¢ mers using
iricts :ages sers sFgr-sPas~slupis, Lo
: 3 sinier tilistic—-sTO=3vel
3 : sviewal :sersi:ides:vad:iinle
: : : - 5 +S@-tlents.
: g s 3 3 sedsy
Thder Fackage
Programme 1 20 100 80 & so 2
Won-Packagze Plains
Distriets 4 (5] 628 s T - -
Non Packaze Hills, ¥ 196 3 2 2 2
Districts. - 5
5:2., As revealed by Table 6, the smgl]l farmers have

and as such they are not expscted

able T

m

agriculture. Only awvsil Saure

*
Saikia P.D.,

Intsnsive Area Develspment Anproach - A Vill-

zge Lavel Plar for Asricultural Dcv¢laﬁm’nt- Tha Indian

surnal of ﬁvricu;tuval Economies.Vol. 'VI NO.

1@66.

/H H”.l -
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is the human labour. ﬁut the small fdrmers more espe-
clally those having below 2,50 acras of land, are faund
t2 be 1ll-fed and unheslthy. In the peak season oSt ot
.the active wﬁrkeré fall 111 and their cultivation = 0f.
ers. In Assam, the perisd »f cultivation of the primafy
paddy crop.(Sali Paddy) is téé time of scarcity and

thus the small farmers remain hoth mentally and physi-

cally urprepsred fsr hard work under the monsaonie rains,

ST T The price »f the draught cattle is inercaging
in such 2 way that Many of the smgll farmers, ‘cannot pur-
chase them from their low farm in:ﬁme. Cattle diseases are
vary cﬂmﬁjn and 1s only partielly pﬁnt?vlled, The priecas
of the inputs like fertilizers and pesticides ars high Tor
the small farmers and some of them think it t3 bs hiZher

than what it actually is. It appesrs that their problen is

the day-to-day existence and the problem o7 modernising

1

thelr azricultural system hardly comes t2 their mird.

S5.4. Tha psychology that the modern ag?icultﬁr?l prac-
tices is a rich farmer's job, has gradually been vastishineg.
15 I cvmplained'thﬁt tﬁe 2ffieials connected with dewe-
lopment prozramme have eontact with rieh farmers and the
small farmers are zenerally neglected. The demonstrationp
Plots are generally selected in -Ehe Tiglds of Tich farnmers.
This sense of negléct and the difficultiss stated ahove
have kept the smsll Tarmers away from the modern treng of

INANSY conditiorps ang

vt

agricultursl development. Near ¢
eveén deterioration in agriculture in most of +he arecs

are observed.

5.5, Although the averase size 2f = CAREL LY Tn. Saran
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Table - 11.
Distribution of Yield per acre of major crops according to
Operational holdings in Five Plains Villapes in Assam. Area in Anres.
Tield in Mds.
Size Grou Wo.of P.C.of Total Ope Ahu paddy Sall paddy liao paddy outE. C Lobal “Net |\ Palsor
(In Acres H.H. H.H. rational “fpga vield Area Yield Area Yield Arca yield Cropp- arca doubls
holding ed area sown ernnned
area/net
A % Areid oWl
Delow l.pp acre 58 18,59 - 17.28 1:50 20,00 12.29. 21.31 = - 013 8077 1390 R 09 6. e
(3 (13) (1)
1.00 = 2.00 a3 13.99 o1, 21 oooAs 17.91. 25,030 1200 2,81 13,38 5,20 7.28 115.53 83.82 £3.05
(27) (51) (4) (13)
2.00 = 2.80 105 53.85° 382,95 53.02 15.0G 330.75 18.41 G.36 14.26 LLL77? 7.93 A5, 2 350,16 15.91
(18) (LO3) () (21)
Sub Total 210 59.23 495.07 81.98 17.32 428.07 17.26 9.50 14.00 1310 T« 20.585 55 A5T.44 17,10
(73) {173) (11) (35)
T08 =17 .58 55 JrrsE = A oD 35.50 20495 282,43 1745 4,00 12:.00 :5.33 10,88 385,289 20279 12,12
(25) (43) (2) (1)
7.50 = 10.00 14 S 1L .58 51 .80 12,83 G447 Q.44 307 13.31 8,90 .58 153,841 11250 15,61
(15) (19) (3) (11)
mﬂc Total 70 48,44 473,50 87.80 14,72 376,93 17.201217 412,41 15.23 9.39 492.13 A06.29 21,43
; (10) (37 (2) (21)
10.80 - 15,00 20 3.41 271.10 38,74 14,09 155,50 17.50 21.50 13.30 3.53 8.21 225.27 191.85 17.41
(2) (A7) (5) (2)
15.00 = 20,00 A 1,28 57 .33 - - mmmﬁ_o 15.17 - - - 5300 53.00 Wil
3)
20.00 -~ 25.00 - - - - - - - - - - “ -
25 and Above = 0. 54 52,55 1.33 12,03 47.00 14.70 1L.383 12:08 .83 6,02 bBOaA9 49,17 £2.68
(1) (2) (1) (1)
Sub Total o5 Se83 351.5%9 40.07 14.03 261.50 15.48 22,83 13.23 9,353 &.001 333.76 299,03 11.31
VRRTERLINE e N e N (30) S =
Grand Total 312 100.00 1320.13 209,85 15.0610353.5) 17.058 44.50-1317 10,589 3.49:133.541146L.75 1 7.20
(123) E3D2) _”m._.m.”. (35

:owm := Flpures within brackets indicate the number

of households.



