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{158 Like other reports of the Centre, this
one is also & joint product prepared under the
general guidance of the Director. The Study Team
connected.with.this study is given elsewhere.

) Besides them, mention may be made of Shri M.C. Dutta,
Stenographer and Shri N.C. Bora,~ Typist who
typed the stencils and Shri N. Deka, Gestetner

Operator, who mimeographed the report.

5 Tn fine, I thank the villagers of
Potsangbam specially Sri Maibam Yaima Singh an
enlightened villager for extending their help

and co-operation during our field.investigation.

May, 1976. p.,D. Saikia,
\ Director.
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CHAPTER I

! ' INTRODUCTICHN

I. Location, ILavout and Communication of the Village

Ts1, Potsangbam is a plains village of Bishenpur‘sub-
divisin in Manipur. It is about 350 k;m. away from Imphal town.
The sub-divisional Headquarter, 3ishenpur is only 3,2 k.mf
away from Pofsangbam. The village is situated by the side‘bf
the Tiddim Road which connects Churachandpur, an important
town in the Manipur Burma borler with Imphal. In 1971, there
were 240 households with a total population of 1359 all of
whom are Meiteis.

L2 The layout of Potsangbam is more or less eystemntic
The village has two geographical units - one is Pofsangbam
and the other is Upakpi a small hamlet, The households are
confined in two distinct regions surrounded by paddy fields,
A small stream passecs thruugh ihe willage.

Tisais The houses which stand more or lessoa high lands are
systematically arranged, Usually they are built with materials
such as are easily available in the nearby forest, The houses'
have thatched roofs wiih walls made of wild grass reeds

(Exra) or bamboo over the wcoden frames, The clay mixed with
chaff ids pasted on both sides of the walls. Most households
have one or more than cne looms and most of their household
requirement of cloths are woven at home, In the village temple
the images of ¥rishna and Radha have been installed, The |
temples are the comuon meeting places of the villagers.

Tl Manipur has no railways. The land communication
between Manipur and the rest of India is the Imphal-

Dimapur road which connects Imphal with the railhead at

e — e e S S e i




~ Dimapur in Nagaland. Being situated nea
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r the sub-divisional

headqdarter town of Bishenpur, Potsangbam enjoys good communi -

cation facilities. Tt has an easy access to Imphal through

regular bus services. Daily marketing facilities, post offic

educational institutions, police stations and medical facilit

are within easy reach of the villagerss Anothér growing town

Ningthoukhéng and & Development 3lock at 3ighenpur are also

within their easy reach.

2. Climate and Soil

Baitin " Manipur has sub-tro:ical to temperate climate

denending upon the elevation. The rainfall varies from ho

inches to 70 inches a year being lower in the valley. The

ra2ins start from mid-April and continue till October and th

temperature varies from 0% in winter months to 30°c duri

summexr.

2.2 Being situated in the valley potsangbam has 2

clayer and fertile soil and is suitable for paddy cultivat:

Huring winter the soils'become very hard to plough and it

requires 2 number of nloughing to make it fit for»cultivat

3. Social S stem ?
3.1, The village is inhabited entirely by the Meiteis

and among them there Aare a good number of Brahmins. Meite¢

are patriarchal and polygnmy is penmitted among theme. The;

belong to Vaishnava sect of ginduism and drinking of alc

liquor is & social taboo. They are fish-eaters only. The

society is of classiess nature and jndividual 1iberty is

honoured and accepted. Begging is unknown to them.

3.2, Manipuri women are good traders and are expert

in household management . They are also expert in weaving

in embroidery works. The women woTrk at home and at the
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time carry on trade, while the manfolk work in the fields, on
roads and up the hill-tops. Manipuri womezn have freedom of
movement in course of their day-to-day business and a widow

er a divorced woman can have a second husband without objection
from the society.

4. Bducational and Medical Pacilities :

L., In 1963-64, Potsangbam had within it two govt.L.P.
schools , one Venture M.E.School, one Venture Gifls' L.P.
School and one night Hindi School. In 1971, that is in the
year of resurvey the village had also the same two Govt. L.Pe.
schools, and one venture Girls' L.P.School, But the venture - M.
B.8chool had become Junior High School. The Night Hindi School

had become defunct.

g2 The student strength of the Junior High School during

the .period from 1967 to 1970 were as under s

Categories 1967 1968 . 1969 1970
Male 1ilr2 134 131 148

Female 2 Lo Lo | L6

Total @ 152 174 172 194

T TS Bxcept the above mentioned institutions no other

adult education céntre or recreational centre was. found
functioning in 1971. The night H¥indi Schoeal found function-
ing in the first Doint survey was defunct by 1971, which was
stated ta be due to 1ack of adequate financial aid from the
authority.

4.4, . The medical facilities available to the people of
Potsangbam in 1971 were in the same stnge as in 1964, Hospitais

and medical practioners wefe at Bishenpur and at Ningthoukhong




‘only;-HoWever,‘the

.diseases for the children of the

two public tanks and
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services of a few untrained dais (mid-wive

and a few quacks are availed of by the villagers when necessc

4B Measles and whooping coughs were the most common

village. For eradication of

Malaria and small pPox, vaccination and D.D.T. spraying were

every year. For the purpose of drinking water the village ha

two public hydrants. For a village with

240 households these facilities are quite inadequate and 2s

the people had to go for drinking water to the nearby rivers

during winter months .

5, Village Leadership @

5.1 The administration
stablished in 1963-64, The Potsani

of the village is in the ha:

of the village panchayat e

Gram panchayat was constituted with 2 tpradhan' and 13 memb:

of the village to look-after the village affairs. The 'Prad

was elected and the other members were nominated from'thé

village.

6. Credit and Co-operation :

6l As per records maintained in the office of the

Assistant Registrar, Bishenpur the village had the followir

co-operative societies (1) Potsangbam Labour Contract

Co-operative Societies 1td. performing contract works like

fencing, construction and repair of approach road, supply

culvert etc. etce 3 (2) Potsangbam Servioe Co-operative

gocieties Ltd. giving short-term loan for purchase of fert

and seeds; and (3) Potsangbam Collective Farming Co=~-operat

Societies Ltd. with 20 farmers 2as members for cultivation

paddy and potato etc. in lake area. But the performance ol

these societies were said to be unsatisfactory.




;7. pgnﬁ Tehure and ‘Land Utilisation

it Like other plains villéges of Manipur, PStQangﬁf*

is under ryotwari system of land tenure. Thé lend holders are
of both anmual settlement and of periodic settlement system,

T2, The total geographical arem of the village was

1694.96 ncres. Of this total aren 1084,96 acres were available
for cultiv@t%gn; The uncultivable area which comprises of

forest, homestead, wﬁste and pasture land accounted for about ;
39%,9“}”' The groéss eropped area of th# village was 1084,96 acwce

which wag equal to the net operated area shewing thereby that

'double\cropping w28 not practised,

8, d and Cro : Pattern i

8.1, The main occupafion of the people of Potsangbom igs
agricultqre and village lénda were owned partly by the villagers
and partly by the outaide.people. Paddy is the main crop

8rown in the village. Some 6thér C€rops such as peas, musth.rd,
potato, sugarcane and vegetabies were also grown.

8.2, The implements usés fof cultivation were ?f treditional

type. Home produced manure were commonly applied in the field,

Bulloek, buffalo and sometimes cows were used as draught animal.,

9.1, The diversification of occupation in the village was
very é&éh limited = and was confined to a feow occupations only,
Cultivation was most important among them. The other otcupations
were trading,‘t;ahing, earth~work, carpentry, services ete,

10, Marketing Facilities and fric;g ]

1047, The daily bazar at Bishenpur and Ningthenkhong

provides a ready market for selling and buying of their




products. The opening up of the Logw=tok hydel projeot near
the village has increased the demand of their product further.
The prices of some of the important artieles as on March
1964 and on December 1971 eollected from the market is given

in Table 1.1.

' Table 1.1

Prices of Essential Commodities :Potsangbam

1964 and 1971.

Commodities = Unit rEsegel 1971
1. Paddy Quintal 3125 . 656.67
2. Rice i 50,00 125,00
3. salt xg. 0.25 ; 0.75
4, Arhar Dal Quintal 95,00 250,00
5, Masur Dal u g 95,00 250,00 f
6. M.0il Litre 3,00 6.00
7. Onion S Ka, 2.75 1.00
8. Sugar Xg. 1.50 - 3.0C
9. Milk Litre '  0.50 1,00
17 .Tea Xge 7.50 ‘ - 8,00
11.Yashing Sonp Kg. 2,09 3.00
12.Match Box Bach 0,10 0410

e —;__—z:-_—_'T
e




CHAPTER IT

Demographic Structure

I. Size of Population and Households 3

a1, Potsangbam is quite a big village having 240 house-

holds with'a population of 1359 at the time of resurvey i.e.
in the year 1971. At the time of first point survey (1963-64)
the village had 214 housecholds with 1189 persons, Thus during
the span of 8 years from 1964 to 1971 the number of heuseholds
increased from 214 to 240 and population from 1189 to 1359r
The percentage of increase of households being 12,14 and of

population 14.29 during the period.

162 Of ° the 240 households, 20 households with 89 persens
came to tpe village from different places for different reasons
during 1964-71, During ;he same period 10 households with 53
‘Persons had left the viiIage to differene piaces for settlement,
Excluding these emigrated and 1ﬁmigr1ted households, the
natural increase of porulation from 1964 to 1971 was 134
(1270-1136) only.'The natural growth rate of population of
Potsangbam per annum accounts for 1.47 per cent only against
the overall growth rate of Manipur of 3.71 as per Census of
India 1971 rnrovisiona1\
1s 3 | The distribution of households and population by
size and type of family for 1964 and 1971 is presented in
Table 2,1, The.number of ficlear type and Joint Horizontal
type of families decreased from 166 and 6 in 1964 to 147 and
2 in 1971 respectively. While the joint vertical type and
special type of families increased from 36 and 6 in 1964

to 71 and 20 in 1971 respectively. The average size of hnuseholds

decreased slightly from 5.6 in 1964 to 5.3 in 1971,

S
B
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Jlstriv.bion 3¢ THusciolis ani Byoul:tion by 3size 411 m....\»m of Familics, Potsanzoam 1331-71.

8ize i o Nuclosr . 3 Joint vertical __ ___ Joint _dsrizontal _~ ~JoInt 3Special = —_ Total =
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ST/ - o) O R 1) SO 12 3 £ 53 2l - 7 - 1 2. a7 14 3% 87 933 189
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-8 o 52 9 18 L 5 33 45 2 - 18 - H20a- e S 9 9 Sk aln g e
10 28 ek =20 30 <] 7 SO RO 2 1 20 10 =5 ¥ = =10 0N 328 008Ny EG
1138 - - - - - 3 - 33 - - - = 1 T dlide il i 4 - AR
12 - - - ~ - 4 - 43 - - - - 1 == 2 - S L s !
23 . =B - - G - 52 S e R e - - - - - - 4 - 52
s o - - - - - - - - 2 - 18 - - - - - I pleuids
. Totall3s 147 - 309 333 33 71 274 529 3 2 53 23 5 20° 53 114 214 240 1189 1359
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2. Sex and Age Distribution i

2.1, The distribution of ﬁopulation by age and sex . in
Potsangbﬁm fo? ]96& and 1971 is presented in Table 2.2. It
shows that the number of {'emales per thousand males slightly
inereased from 982 in 1964 to 996 in 1971.

el The population of Potsangbam by different age-groups
shows that there were a'slight increase of population upto 15
.years of age from 43.31% in 1964 to 45,33% in 1971, 2uk the
pe\uintion of productive age-grouns (15-55 years) sliéhtly
decreased from 48.2% in 1964 to 46.2% in 1971. The number of
persons Ab&§§ the age of 55 vas 101 in 1964 and it went up te
115 in 1971, '

3.Marital Status :

3.1, - Table 2.3 shows the distribution of population by
ages, sex and marital status in Potsangbam for ‘196h and 1971.
In 1971 there were 681'male and 678 female population in
Potsangbam as against 600 maie and 589 female in 1964, Of the
total bonulatfon of 1359, 545 were married, 737 unmarried, 63
widowed and 14 were divorced in 1971. The percentage of
married and unmarried being 40.10 and 54.23 as against 39.44
and 52.82.1n 1964, The change in percéntages in marital

status of people in Potsangbam for two points f time is not
very significant. Early marriage gnd very late marriage were

not popular among them.

3.2, The village had 71 widows in 1964 and it reduced to
63 in 1971, The decrease in number of widows in 1971 was
mainly due to remarriage of these widows which the society
permits, The number of divorced persons also came down from

21 in 1964 to 14 in 1971,




~7. Land Tenure and Land Utilisation i

TaVe Like other plains villages of Manipur, Pétéanskr~

is under ryotwari system of land tenure., Thé land holders aye

Ts2, The total geographical area of the village was
1694.96 acres. Of this total aren 1084,96 acres wese available
for cultivatxon. The uncultivable area which comprises of
forest, homestead, waate and pasture land accounted for about
39% only, The gross eropped area of the village was 1084,96 scvce
which waa equal to the net operated area showing thereby that

£ doubleAgropping w28 not practised,
B.KEggdla#dvgroggiﬁg Patfern i
8.1. The main occupafion of the people of Potsangbam isg
agriculture and village 1ande were owned partly by the villagers
and partly by the outside people. Paddy is the main crop
8xrown in the village. Some other crops such aa beas, mustn.rd,
potato, sugarcane and vegetables were also grown.
8.2, The implements uses for cultivation were of traditional
typo. Home Produced manure were commonly appliad in the fiald.
Bullock, buffalo and sometimes cows were used as draught animal.

3

The draught animal consiste of both improved ‘and ordinary breedse
9 Qecupational Pattern

9.1, The diversification of occupation in the village was
very ﬁuch limited © and was confined to 2 few occupations only,
Cultivation was most imnortant among them, The other occupations
were trading,yflshing, earth~work, carpentry, services etc.

10. Marketing Facilities and Prices ;

10.1, The daily bazar at Bishenpur and Ningthenkhong

provides a ready market for selling and buying of their




products. Ihe opening up of the Logstok hydel projeot near

the village has increased the demand of their product further.

The prices of some of the important artieles as on March
1964 and on December 1971 collected from the market is given

in Table 1.1.

' Table 1.1

Prices of Bssential Commodities ;Potsangbham
1964 and 1971.

8

Commodities  Unit 196k 1971

1. Paddy Quintal 31.25 - 66.67
2. Rice " 50.00 125,00
3. salt ¥g. 0.25 _ 0.75
L. Arhar Dal Quintal 95.00 250,00
5, Masur Dal " ' 95,00 250,00
6. M.0il Litre 3400 - 6,00
7. Onion xg. 2.75 1.00
8. Suger Xg. 1.50 3,00
9. Milk Litre '  0.50 1.00
17 .Te2 Xge. D0, - 8,00
11.9Yashing Soap Kge. 2,00 3.00
12.Match Box Bach 0.0 0.10
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3 15 13 90 73 4 10 24 30 - - - - - 8 =+-718 1497 25 134 55 4
3 S 20 17 140 119 12 3 %3 53 2 - 7 - 1 2 7. Ak 34 27 233 189
3 21 10 138 30 7 10. 53 30 3k - 3 - - E - S 29 21 232 1353 'H
95 s 2 9 18 A ) 33 45 2 - 18 - o2 1 18 9 S 3 31 72 3
10 2 3 20 30 <1 7 30 70 2 B 20 10 - X - 10 10 i2 1060 120 L ‘
13 - - - - - 3 - 33 - - - - 1 a5 112 11 1 A 331 AA
12 - - - - - 4 - A9 - - - - 2t - 12 - 3 A B NAS
13 = - - - 4 - 52 - - - - - - - - - 4 - 52
18- - - - - - - - - R U - 19 - - - - - il = .18
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2. Sex and /ige Distribution

2.1, The distribution of ﬁopulation by age and sex . in
Potsangbﬁm fo% ]96& and 1971 is presented in Table 2.2. It
shows that the number of {emales per thousand males slightly
increased from 982 in 1964 to 996 in 1971.

252 The population of Potsangbam by different age-groups
shows that there were a.slight increase of population upto 15
.yeara of age from 43.31% in 1964 to 45.33% in 1971. 2uk the
nO ‘u‘huon of productive age-grouns (15-55 years) sliéhtly
decreased from 48.2% in 1964 to 46.2% in 1971. The number of
persons Ab;;g the age of 55 vaé 101 in 1964 and it went up te
115 in 1971. }

3.Marital Status :

3.1, - Table 2,3 shows the distribution of population by
ages, sex and marital status in Potsangbam for '196h and 1971.
In 1971 there were 681.male and 678 female population in
Potsangbam as against 602 maie and 589 female in 1964, Of the
totél ﬁonulatfcn of 1359, 545 were married, 737 unmarried, 63
widowed and 14 were divorced in 1971. The percentage of
married and unmarried being 40.10 and 54.23 as against 39.44
A SRl R T i s S e ST i AR
status of people in Potsangbam for two points »f time is not
very significant. Early marriage 5nd very late marriage were

not popular among them.

s Yt The village had 71 widows in 1964 and it reduced to
63 in 1971, The decrease in number of widows in 1971 was
mainly due to remarriage of these widows which the society
permits, The number of divorced persons also came down from

21 in 1964 to 14 in 1971,
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2, Sex and Aige Distribution

2ol The distribution of ﬁopulation by age and sex . in
Potaangbﬁm fgb 1964 and 1971 is presented in Table 2.2. It
shows that the number of females per thousand males slightly
1ncreaged'fr§m 982 in 1964 to 996 in 1971.

2.2, The population of Potsangbam by different agewgroups
shows that there were a'slight increase of population upto 15
.yeara of age from 43.31% in 1964 to 45.,33% in 1971. Jut the
DO ni.tinn of productive age-grouns (15-55 years) eliéhtly
decreased from 48.2% in 1964 to 46.2% in 1971. The number of
persons #b;§; the age of 55 vas 101 in 1964 and it went up te
115 in 1971. '

3.Marital Status :

3.1, - Table 2,3 shows the distribution of population by
ages, sex and marital status in Potsangbam for '196h and 1971.
In 1971 there were 681.ma1e and 678 female population in
Potsangbam as against 600 maie and 589 female in 1964, Of the
total ﬁonulatfon of 1359, 545 were married, 737 unmarried, 63
widowed and 14 were divorced in 1971. The percentage of
married and unmarried being 40.10 and 54.23 as against 39.44
and 52.82'1n 1964, The change in percéntages in marital

status of people in Potsangham for two points »f time is not
very significant. Early marriage gnd very late marriage were

not popular among them.

3.2, The village had 71 widows in 1964 and it reduced to
63 in 1971, The decrease in number of widows in 1971 was
mainly due to remarriage of these widows which the society
permits, The number of divorced persons also came down from

21 in 1964 to 14 in 1971,
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| 5. Economic Status :

workers in 1971, The percentages of worker, hdéper and non-

! It appears that 60% of the population of Potsangbam were

_earmers in 1971 as against 55. 68% in 1964 reflecting 2 L per

- 12 =

L, B:l.rth and gee.th Raf;g

L., Birth and death records of Potaangbam show that
during the period from 1966 to 1970 there had been 312 cases '3
of birth and 52 cases of deaths in the wvillage . The net
addition of population of the village during this period was
thus 260 through birth and death. It is, however, gs.ruﬁnt
to place mueh re:uance' on these figures as [th—-e'”are based om
statements of the villagers end there is no record on births
denths. Table 2.4 shows the birth and death records of the
village, Potuans’bam for the period f£rom 1959 to 1963 and fron
1965. 4o 1970. The birth rate on the avercge for 5 years peric
of 1966~ 1970, was 59 per thousand and the death rate t 8

per thousand.

5.1 The distribution of population of Potsangbam by 8ge
sex and oconomic status for 1963 a.nd 1971 is presented in
Table 2.5. It shows that out of the botal popu.t.avion of 1359

722 were returncd as worker, 92 as helpers and 545 as non=

worker to total population of the village were 53,13, 6.77

LOo10,0 re-pectively as against 51 22, h 46 and 44.32 in 196

c&ut £all of dependency load on earmers over 1964 ,

5.2. ’rable 2.5 shows 2 relatively hgier proport:l.on
of femnle part:lcipanta in economic activities than that of
their malo\ partners. Of the total earners more than 52 per
eont were female 4n 1971 as against 54 per cent 'in 1964, In
age group 65 and above there were 29 workers out of a total

population  of lt-o of thot age group. This signifies that
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Meiteis were quite strong and sound in health and remain
aetive upto very old age. ;

6. .Bducation and Literacy :

8.1 The distribution of population of Potsangbam by

sex and educational status for 1964 and 1971 is presented in
Table 2.6. it apnears that the number of literate persons in
Pobsangbam increased from 398 in 1964 to 417 in 1971. But
the percentage of literacy to total boPulation'decreased from
33,47 in 1964 to 30,68 in 1971. The decrease in literacy

rate in 1971 over 1964 is largely due to those new entrants
to thé village who were mostly illiterate.

6.2, Tt aprnears that the number ‘of persons in the Matric
atandard and above has increased from 60 in 1964 to 96 in .
1971, The villagé had only 1 graduste and 2 matriqulateé in
19564 while in’ 1971 there were 2 graduates and 25 matriculates.
The standard of education of the village can therefore be said
to be improved in 1971 to a great extent.

7..§£hool Régistratioq s

7.1; The school registratioﬁ of‘children in 5 - 15 mge-'
groﬁp by occupation in Potsangbam for 1964 and 1971 is

presented in Table 2.7 . It appears that more than 72% of the

‘ total children in 5-15 years age-group were attending school

in 1971.a5 against 75% in 1964, In the first point survey

100 per bent of the children of 5-15 age-group were sent’ to
/

‘school by those households who were in the occupation of

salariaed job. But in 1971 they sent only 79.41 per cent of
their children of qchool-going age to school. In other

occupational groups no such tengible change was notiped.'

Te2e " The sex-wise distribuiion of school registration of

children in Potsangbam‘shows that 86.44 per cemt of the boys
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‘as againt 87.8 per cent and 53.6 per cent respectively in

‘1964, The proportion of school registration among girls in

. Pransport" in 1964; while in 19771 maximum number of house

- 18 ~ y ]

and 58.33 per cent of the girls were sent to school in 197

1971 has increased by about 5 per cent over 1964 .

8. cupational Groups 3

8.10 in 1964, the occupation of a ﬁousehold in Potsa
was ascertained Qn;the hasis of income. Any occupation con
buting thevhigheSt income to a2 family was taken as the pril
oceupation of that family or household. In the resurvey, C
fication of occupation of household was done on the same b
as in 1964,

8.2, . The §istribution of population by occupational

‘classes of households and by sex is presented in Table 2.8

village had 114 households or about 53 per cent of the tot
households in agricultural occupation in 1964, But by 1971
agricultural household had increased to 165 or about 68 pe
cent of ;he total households, fhe increase of households
agricultural occunation’ by 15 per cent over 1964 is due to
1imitation of the scope of non-agricultural occupations in
around the village.

Be3e Among the non-agricultural occupational gpéups
number of households (i.e. 52 households) were found te be

maximum in thé occupational group- "Trade, Commerce and
h

(i.0. 43 houéeholds) were found in the occupational group
wprofession and Services". This shift of occupation from

"Trade, Commerce and Transport"'to nprofession and Service
is due to the fact that in 1971 most households derived in

from casual earth work at Log Tek Hydel Project. These
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heouscholds wafe included in the occupational group nprofe

and Services" in 1971.

9. Economic Status and Occupation :

9.1, The distribution of households and population

occupation and economi status in Potsangbam for 1964 and

is presented in Table 2.9. It appears that in 1964 about!

cent of the workers were concentrated in the agriculturaﬁ
occupational househlds; but in 1971 the concentration of‘
in agricultural»occupational classes has ingreased to 67
cent. The number of helpers in agrieultufal eccupational
also inereased from 50 per cent in 1964 to 68 per eent i‘

The higher eoncentration of working force in agricultursa

'oceupationé is a clear indication of the limitation of n

agricultural occupations for the village people to acee
Finding no other suitable ocduhations in the non-agricul
field, the wvillagers had to be crowded in agricultural

occupation enly.

=I

10. Size of Family and Working Force

10,1.‘ In 1964 Potsangbam had 609 workers and 53 hel

of a total population of 1189, The average size of worki
force(workers and helpers together) per household was 2
over 3. But in 1971 the number of workérs has increased ‘
and helpers to 92. The average working force ( worker*
helpefs together) per family also increaséd to 3;39 in 11

The workers of 1971 are therefore, required to support a
- b

%
|

smaller number of dependents than that of 1964,

11. ¥Yorking and Labour Force 3

“11.1. Vorking force consisfs of all the workefts and!

helpers of the villagej; while iabour force consist of all

|
|
the persons belonging to the age-group 15-65 years. Tabll

\,
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shows that Potsangbam had ‘s working force of 662 in 1964

and 814 in 1971 andl a labour force of 630 in 1964 and 703 in
1971.The percentage of working force to potential labour
forse has therefore, increased from 105.80 in 1964 te 115.79
in 1971, The average working force per !‘am:l.lj also increased
from 3.1 in 1964 to 3.39 in 1971 as indicated earlier.

11.24 Table 2,10 also shows that females predominated
males in the economic activitiea of the village representing
about 52 per cent of the total working force of the village

in 1971 as ageinst 54 in 1964 .
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CHaPTER IIT

Economic Resources

I. Introduction :

11, The economic resources of a predominantly
arricultural community consist oflland, 1i estock, agri-
cultural tools and implements oéned by the cultivators.
An attemnt is made in this chapter to discuss the changes
which have taken place in the economic resources of the
villager; of Potsangbam during a period of seven years 1964
- = 1971).
2, land :
2t . In 1964, out of the total land (435.32 acres)
owned by the villagers, 35C.05 acres of land were undér
crops and 0,47 acres were under residential and other uses.
‘In 1971, the land under crops increased to 358.52 aores from
350,05 acres in 1964.The total land owned by the cultivators
in 1971 was 444 .43 acres. The averaée size of holdings per
caﬁitai in the village was 0;37 acres in 1964, and about

0,33 acres in 1971.

3. Distribution of Ownership Holdings :
3.1, Classification of ownership holdings for the

years 1964 and 1971 is given in Table 3.1 . The biggest
size group of holdings in the village was 10.00 ;,15.00

acres for both the years : 1964 and 1971. While 1.87% of

the total households belonged to that group in 1964, in

1971 only 0.83 per cent of the total households belonged to
that group. Most of the villagers are small and marginal
farmers. During 1964, 81% of the households belonged to these

two groups. In 1971, the situation has further deteriorated
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and the percentage has increased to 9?{. In 1964, 10 house-
holds were enumerated as landless cultivators. However, these
hoﬁséholde owned homestead and orchard. Since these households
possess homestead and orchard,'they were not considered as
landless cultivators in 1971 survey.

4, Distribution of Operational Holdings 1

N, fable 3.2 shows the distribution of operatiomal
holdings by size groups. It is evident from Table 3.2 that
most significant size group in Potsangbam in 1964 and 1971 is
2;50 - 5,00 acres, This group has the largest number of families
and largest area uﬁder opgration. The area of operation has
increased from 38.52% in 1964 to 52.36%in 1971 and households
have 1ncreased.from 34.,58% in 1964 to 42.92% in 1971 in the
size group‘of 2.50 - 5.00 acres. )

4,2, Table 3.3 shows the occupationwise distributioﬁ
of operaticnal holdings. The owner cultivators and tenantl
cultivators operated 81.,24% of the total area under operation
and the remaining 18.76% by the non-ag-icultural class in
1964, In 1571, the percentage of the total area operated by
agricultuﬁal class increésad to 84,40 and the remaining 15.60
by fhe non—aariculturai class, It dis of‘interest to note

that the percentage of area operated by the non-agricultural
class has decreased in 1971, compared to 1964.

5. Livetock

5.1, The liwestock population of the village Potgangbam-
is consisted of mainly milch and §raught animals, From the i
point of view of their utilization, there is mno °* explieit
distinction between cattle for draught purpose and cattle

for milcﬁ'purpose. This happens because of the absence of any

taboo in the village society of Potsangbam regarding not to use
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milch cattle for draught purpose, It is evident from al
e h that the population of milch and draught animals :
poultry birds has decreased in 1971 compared to 1964, I

Table 3.4
Composition of Live Stock Population,Poteangb
\ 1964 & 1971.
Live Stock Nos .
196% 1971
Milch Animal ' |
Cows ; 291 ~ 2bo
She Buffaloes _____ bt B or 21808
BubsTotal (0 1o . €32 eunduatSOL 8
" Pullocks(Ordinary) 207 83
Bullocks (Improved) 64 161
He Buffaloes 21 35
Sub-total : 292 2759 —4
Poultry Birds {
_ Hem b £ o8 21
' S IECocic ; g 3
Chieken 36 43
Duck 11 - :
Pigeon 8 . 10
i Sub-Total : 86 77
Grand Total : 673 616

$he total bullock powér of the village was 156.5*and .
average the area per unit of bullock power was .14 aci
In 1971, the total bullock power units of the village
decreased to 152 and on the average the area peruunit
" bullock power was 4.28 acres. .

5.2, Distribution of farm animals by operational
groups in 1964 and 1971 is shown in Table 3.5. In 1961

was only one bullock power.unit for every 12 household

% One bullock power unit consists of e;ther a pair of
~bullocks or ome ' buffalo. -



the lowest size group; two bullock bower units per houseche

in the size group of 7,50 -~ 10,00 and less than one unit of

bullock power per household in the size group of 2.5 -~ 5,

acres. In 1971, there was almost one bullock power unit for

\
ck

eévery household in the size group 7.50 - 10

every 7 households in the lowest size group; two bullo
pPower units for

acres and 0.8 bullock bower unit for every household in t

size group of 2.50 - 5,00 acres,

6. Tools and Implements

6,1. Table 3.5 shows the types of implements used by

villagers in different stages of production starting from

Ploughing to grinding of corns. In 1964, there were 203 plo

units owned by the households. In 1971, there were 220 plo
units, The increase of plough units is due pPrimarily to the
increase of households, Tn 1961, the érea Per plough unit

to 4.91 acres in the size group of 7450 ‘~ 1
1 acraaé In 1971, the area Per plough unit varied from 1.67

acres in the lowest operationail size group to 3,57 acres in

the size‘group of 7.50 - 10,00 acres,

6.2, It is evident from Table 3.5 that the ownership

distribution of tools andimplements is uneven in the village.
The diaorepancy in the distribution of ageicultural tools an

implements and of farm animals is due perhaps to the smallne

of the size of holdings,

7. Yuman Yabour :

(Tl s According to 1964 survey, the total working

pepulation of the village was approximately 105 per cent of

potential workers consisting of 303 male and 359 female enga,

in differént occupations, In 1971, the total working pepulati

of the village was approximately 116 per cent of the potentia




in work, However, the wokers belonging to these two age groups
are not counteq as potentiaj workers, In 1964, the labour.
land ratio works oqut at 1:0.98, while. in 1971, the labour.
land retio works out at 1,0,8¢ * It is pertient 4o note that,
for both the counts the elassof agriculturaj labour was non.
existent,

8, water Resources
——mfSources

8.1, The agricultural fields of the village Potsangbam

of the hilis déwn to the foot hills, The Plots lying awvay from
the foot hills depend for water mostly on natural brecipitation,
Bffoctive drainage and water disposal systems ape lacking in
the village Potaangbam, but there are littile water-logging
Areas around the village because of the fact that the lake

is situated at a lower level,




CHAPTER .IV

Ecohomic Activities
m——=f _activities

I. Introduction ; - ‘ }: ; |

Tl The pattern of ¢rop production, input ~output

'relationship, cropping pattern witn détails of crop grown,

dncorporated in this chapter,

2, Qrop Pattem i A ' ) i

2.1, The area. under diffarenb c.lops and crop produotion

for the Years 1964 and 1971 are preeented in Table 4.1, Besides

wary s

paddy, the villagers also ra"se come other orops such as

mustard, peas, sugarcane, tobacco and vegetables, But the

acrage and production of thesa oghps are small. The noticeable

exception :l.s vegetable product:l.on, the money value of which

during 1964 and 1971 was Rs. 8940 C8 and Rs 29, 780 00 respeoti-
vely. As eueh, vegetable Production occcupies ‘the senond
important place in the cropping petten’ . tha first place

5e:lng occupied by the paddy, The annual total output of the
peddy crop for the year 1964 wa.s 5,900,%0 quintals wh:lle the
annual total output of paddy for the year 1971 was 6,142 .40
quintals,

2.2. It is to be noted that there was no rotation or

Aefrect:lve diversif:loation of crcps during that Period, Fields
are cult:{.vs.ted only once in a yea’ro Though’ there are ik St
.posaibilities of raising alternative crops of higher y:l.eld,

these have never been explored, The intensity of land use is
shown in Table 4,2, 22 e

3. Method of Cuktivation emd Jields of Paddy

301 The method of cultivation in Potsangbam is

traditiénal, The villagers pPrepared land for cultivation with -

their raspective yields for two years, i.e, , 1964 and 1971, is
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- 7450 =~ 10,00 to Rs.658.82 per asre in size group 7.50 - 10,00.

‘5. Receipts and Disposal of Paddy

2036 ¢

the holp e bullocks, traditional ploughs and crude tools,
They also used -].o.cal seeds, The villagers did not use any
kind of improved inputs (seeds, fertilizer, etc,) for
cultivation during that period ((d.e., 1964 to 1971),

5 150 The yield of paddy in the village for the years

1964 and 1971 is shown in Table 4,3, Despite the faet that

the villagers practise the tradi tional method of cultivation,
the yield of paddy in the village is found to have been

relatively h:l.gh.1 The average yicld per acre for the year 1964

was 10,54 quintals, while the average geid per acre for the

Year 1971 was 10. 28 quintals, Table 4.3 reveals that the yield

of paddy varies with the size of the farm inversely. The
yield rate is high in the case of the small size of farms,
4. Input-Output Co-efficient and Gross Margin

Hedie The input-output data in respect of paddy -cultiva-
tion are presehted in.Table .k, Tt 18 evident from Table 4, b
that the direct cost-output co-efficient tends to dinin-tsh as
the ca.ah expense Per acre increases and vice. versa, .

.2. It 'is evident from Table 4.4 that the gross margin
of profit  for paddy in the year 195L varied from Rs.313 50

per acre in size group 1.09 to 2 50 to Rs 237 50 per acre in

size group 7.50 to 10,00, The gross margin cf profii’:,;‘or paddy
in the year 1971 varied from Rs.638.18 pexr acre in size _group

5.1, Table 4,5 shows receints and diap'osal of paddy
by eperational holdings in Fotsangbam for the vears 1964 ana
1971. The total receipt of raddy was estimated at 55310587

quintals out of which 2933,12 quintals were from personal

1. The " average yield rate in Manipur, corresponding to the
year of survey of the village, was estimated at 9.34

quintals per acre according to National Sample Survey, -
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cultivation of owned land (in 1964). The total rec
paddy in 1971 waas estimated at 5,692.50 quintals ouw
3, 907.80 quintnla were from personal cultivation of
Table 4.% reveals that ¢ in case of receipts and di
paddy by operational size groups, there is marked Vv
5.2 A The total.quantity of paddy disposed in 1
of sale and payment on wvarious accounts was 1654 .95
leaving a balanee of 3,655.91 quintals for gonsumpt
the total gquantity of . paddy disposed of by way of =
payment = en various accounts was 655,80 guintals,

mueh lower eompared to 1964, lenving a balance of ¢
quintals foxr consumption, The gquantity ef marketed
655,20 quintals in 1977, This was mueh lewer gompal
ma;\keted paddy of 1964, @he secason @f welling e
while the data fo; the ycar 1970g71 weore collagted.
table indicates that there was = balange'aﬁaok of ]
50,3730 quintuls in 1971 which is higherxr compaxed
stoek of paddy of 36,55.19 in 1964, .

6. Broduation and Disposal of Handloom Producta.i

6.1. Handicraft :~ Handleom is an impgrtant part o

- 3ife of the willagers of Potsangbam, Despite the =2

of improved factory products handloom - the tradit
enterprise of the viaiage - has always been & D2a
of the l1ife of the villagers. This is due to thé"f
coat of production is low as well as the wvillagerxrs
handloom production to meet theix own need partiqt
leisurely hours.

6.2. Cotton bed spreads, ladies showls, hand
major handicrafts of the village. This i= the prix

time oeccupation of the women-folk. There were 239




R I

in the ¥illage in the years 1964 and 1971, respeetively, The
number of fly shuttle-looms has increased in the year 1971.The
loin looms - the indigoneous variety of looms - have also
inereased in number in the year 1971,

6.3, zzndngxign_ggd_nigngnal t Table 4.6 shows produetion

and diaposal §f handloom articles, During 1963~6h the total
gross production of the looms wasg valued at Rs.57,912,00 and
the cost of ray materials at Rs.17, 216,00 which inel uded the
Price of raw cotton and yarn only, During 1970-71, the total'
gross Production of the looms was valued at Rs. 16, 380,00 and the
coet of raw matekrials at Rs8.,10,260,00 which inciluded the price
of yarn only. The fall in the production rate of handloom
Products in 1971 ig perhaps due to the fact that the villagers
have begun to wear some mill-made clothes, i,o. raaﬂygzi::sz
pants, and cther clothes, which are cheaper eompared to the
handlooem Products, The total gross margin from handloom
products, during 196364 ang 1970-71 stood at Rs.40,696 00 and
6,120,00 revrecu1v=ly. It is to be noted here that the handloom
products are brought to the market by the villagers themselvea
and are disposcd €:°f through retail sale,

6.4, Tt ‘also appears  from the table 4,6 that in 196!4
the value of Handloom articles were more than 3 timos the value
of raw materials and in 1971 the value of Handloom produsts were
only one and a half times the value of raw materials, This is due
to the fact that in 1964 ma jor part of the raw materials for
Handloom products consisted of cotton the nrice of which was
much cheaper than the price of yarn. The women made yarn from
cotton by themselves. But in 1971 raw materials fop handloom
products consisted of yarn only the price of which was relati-
rely higher than that of the cotton,




HAPTER V

.Income and Expenditure

1.1, The income-expenditure pattern of the village
Potsangbam is analysed in this Chapter, In order tm analyse
the income-expenditure pattern of the village, the levels

of per capita and Per household income, income diatribution
and family budgets are taken intn conegideration,

2, Income :

2ale Table 5.1 shows the income distriution of
Potsangbam according to sources and occupation for two years,
i.e., 1963 and 1971, The income derived from various - sources
in the village during 1963~64 and 1971 was Rs.3,97,725,00 and
Rs.7,16,§21.00 respectively,

Re2¢ Table 5.2 shows the percentage distribution of

income and population among tiic diifereat oo ‘cupatvional classes,

. The distributicn of income among the different occupational

classes in Potsangbam was not uniform, It igs e¢vident from
Table 5.2 that for the year 1963, the Percentage of income
from brdmary occupations and from associated occupations
were nearly equal .‘Howcﬁef, this was nct the case for the
year 1971,

2.3, It appears from the Table 5.1 that in 1971 more

than 50% of the total income of the wvillage was derived from

agriculhural occupations, The second important occupation

was profession and services and the +third important occupation
was trade, commerce and transport. In 796% , the highest income

was also derived from cultivation, next to it was trade, commerce

I
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and transport and the third one was profession and services.
In 1971, profession & services was the second largest

occupation contributing ©  about 19% of the total income of

the v:l.llage; while in 1964 trade, commerce and transport

was the second largest occupation contributing about 6% of

the total income of the village. The reason for profess:lon

and services getting the second position in 1971 was due to the
fact that the construct:lson of the J.og-tak ’ Hydel pro;ject

had offered ample scope to the vihlagsrs to earn on oa.sua.l

work in the project site. The villa.gers eamed to the ‘f
extent ot‘ Rs.1 39,707 00 din 1971 as agains Rs.zh 198, 00 in

1964 from the occupation profession and services which

inelude dasual wark also. PR O by : "", : .

2elsy Table 5.3 shibws the distribution of income according

PEe i

to income groups of Potsangbam for the pars 1964': and 1971.

In the year 1964, nearly 82% of the families were in the

s > W

income range Rs.’1,0’Oo;Rs.'3 000, 8.,88% b'elow 5‘000 and 9 3#%
had income above Rs.3,000, In 1971, 58% of the families were
in the income range Rs.1,000 -~ 3,000; 5, 09% below Rs.1,000

and 37. 50% had income above Rs.3;000,

)

245 'I‘able 5.4 shows the inoome per oapita and incdrne

per household of differént,vpccupa,tional o.‘l.ass m ‘The ihcane

per famuys varied from Rs.562 to Rs.2283 29 ix ‘}9‘63‘and-\’ E'.-

Rs.750.00 %o Rs.5340 40 in 1971. The ave;‘age ):lnoo;ne per family

and 1971 re'ppectively. ' '-’
? e - g 3

xgenditg B : R
Sionts The data on household ; expe;:x'xditure are _presente&

: Ve ‘ &y (4
in statsmenﬁs V-1 t‘or the ye;ars_-'196,3 and 1971, ’D‘lle_‘annual;i‘-
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- gl
expenditure on different heads in the village during 1963-64
was estimated at Rs.2,69,385.17, and during 1970-71 at
Ré.h,75,395.16. Food and clothing are the major items of
expenditure for bpth the counts. Expenditure on food and
clothes.accounts for nearly 74% and 89% for the years 1963
and 1971 respectiyely. In comparison to food and clothing
‘the percentage.of expenditure on other items is low.

3.2, Table 5.5 shows the Percentage of income spent

on certain important iéems by different occupational classes.
The percentage of expenditure on food were highest in the
case of all coccupational cisses, At the‘time of resurvey,
the percentage of expenditure on food items was found to

be higher in all'occhpatiénal classes, except the households
in the occupation of salaried job. ‘

3.3. The annual per capita and per household expenditure
on food amnl clothing are shown in Table 5.6 . It is evident
from Table 5.6 fhat the expenditure per household for thev
year, 1963 was Rs.928.77 while the expenditure per household
for the years 1971 was Rs.1,980,81. The per capita
expenditure during the year 1963 in the occupationél classes
tfowner cultivator', 'production other than agriculture',
'pr&fession ahd éervices',‘and ‘salaried jobs!' was above the
village average. During the year 1971, the per capita
expenditure in the occupational cléssés, 'trade,'coﬁmerce &
transport' and 'salaried Jobs! was above the village average,
The owner cultivator class shows the highest expenditure

per family of‘Rs.1075.20 (village average was Rs.928.77) in
1963 and the salaried jobs holder class shows the highest

expenditure per family of Rs.2607.31 (the village average

was 1980.81 in 1971),

w
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Table 5.7

Annual Pxpenditure in Different Heads -
1964 and 1971. Potsanegbam. y

K : g - (value in Rupees)
Heads of 1964 : 1971

Bxpendiiiie Value Percentage Value - Percentage
el Foog 3
(a). Cereal 1,11,060.00 41.23 3,32,150.64 = 69.87
(b) Non-cereal 67,139.88 24,93 70,090.80 14,74
“ Sub-total 1,78,19G.88 : 66.16"14,02,24;.5u : -sh.61
2. Fuéi and
lighting 23,307.72 8.65 11,112,00 2.34
3. Clothing ' 20,550.00 7.63 20,623,00 4,34
L, Intoxicant 18, 501.00 687 ° 10,809.00 29527
5. Luxuries and ! : :
comforts 8,106.07 3.02 5,046.72 1.06
6. Umbrella and o ‘ 7
Footwear - ‘ 2087 G508 0,88 2,201.00 0,46
7. Education 4,214 ,00 1.56 10,668.00 2.25
8. Medical 3,402,00 1.26 2,628,00 0.55
9. Ceremonial and
entertainment 6,617.00 2.46 4,674,00 0.98
10, Repairs and '
renewals 4,063.00 1551 5,392,00 1.14
Grand Total 2,69,335.17 100.00 4,75,395.16 100,00 | P
Gl Table 5.7 shows the details of expenditure in

different items in both the counts. It is interesting to note
that the proportion of expenditure on food‘has increased
considerably at the time of resurvey, This might be mainly due

to the increase of prices of food items at that time.

.
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4. Pamily Budeets :
b1, Table 5.8 sl;o'ws tﬁe surplus and deficit
‘househnlds by income groups. In 1963, cexeepting in the
case of 3 households who belonged to ineome group 'belaw
500!, tho budgets of all other families were surplus. In
1971, exeepting 35 househoids belonging to income .. - -
groups between : 'below 500' and '1060--1500', the budget
of ethér hougeholds were surplus. The average surplus

ﬁar family was estimated at Rs.599.95 and Rs.1,004.69 for
'1963‘a.nd 1971 respectively.
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CHAPTER VI

Financial Transaction and Standard of ILiving :

I. Introduction

s 16 The capital transactions, investment, indebtedness,
standard of living and housing condition of‘the villagers
are discussed in this chapter.
2. Capital Transactions
250 Capital transactions mainly refer to purchase
and sale of assets. Table 6.1 shows the capital transactions
in Potsangbam for 1964 and 1971. It appears that in 1964, the
total sale of assets exceeded the total purchases by a margin
of Rs.5057.00; while in 1971 the total purchases of assets
exceeded total sale by a margin of Rs. 13,170,00, There were
thus depletion of assets in 1964, and increase of assets in
1971, The deéletion of assets in 1964 was due to sale of
land the value of which was Rs.18,726.00. But in 1971 there
was no sale or purchase of land in Potsangbam. Oon the other
hand, there was a purchase of one truck at Rs.7000, 00 in
1971. 3
2.2. Table 6,1 shows that in 1964 the highest améunt
(Rs.8146.60)‘was spent on purchase of land out of a total
amount of Rs.19,139.00; while in 1971 the highest amount
(Rs.7000, 003 was spent for purchase of a Truck out of a
total amount of Rs.15,680.00, In the disposal side of the
assets it is seen that the highest amount of Rs,.18,726,00
was obtained by selling land alone in 19643 out of a total
amount of Rs.24,196,00 while in 1971 a total amount of
Rs.2510,00 oﬁly was obtained‘by disposing 1ivéstock and

other durable goods.

w
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253 The villagers generally invest their surplus amount
in purchasing land, livestock am tools & implements and for
construction of houses, In Potsangbam an amount of Rs,.4,800,0
was spent for obtaining tools and 1mp1ements in 1971 as against
Rs.1620,00 in 1964, Investment in construction of houses has
increased from Rs.19,300,00 in 1964 to Rs.1,35,000,00 in 1971
reflecting an excess of Rs.1,15, 700,00 over 1964, But investment
towards improvement in agricultural préctices was completely
absent during 1964 to 1971. Investment in purchasing a truck
is stated to be remunerative,
3. Indebtedness :
Sl Lending and borrowing is not very common amongst the
villagers of Potsangbam, But they were found to help each
other at the time of need, for which they were not required
to pay any interest, The indebtedness in Potsangbam by source
and rate of interest for 1964 and 1971 is presented in Table 6.2,
In 1964 the total debt of the village was Rs.12,905.00 and by
1971 the amount of debt reduced to Rs.9,222,00 only. The rafe
of interest varied from 3 p.c. to 80 P.c. in 1964 depending
upon the sources of supply, while in 1971 the interest raté
varied from 12 p.c, to 60 P.c. only,
3.2, The extent of indebtedness per family was 'accounted
for Rsi160,00 in 1964, while in 1971 per family - indebtedness
was Rsi40,00 oniy. However, the lending and borrowiﬁg done on
the basis of helping each other without any interest were not
disclosed,
h. Standard of Living
L,1. Table 6.3 shows units of per capita consumption of
certain essential commodities in Potsangbam for 196h and 1971,

It shows that the per capita monthly o nsumption of rice

w
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decreased from 17.57 k.g. in 1964 to 16,29 k.g. in 1971 Although
per capita per month coﬁsumption of rice had decreased by
1.28 k.g. over 1964 yet the consumption of 16.29 k.g. per head
per montﬁ is higﬂ. But considering the fact that rice is the
only staple food consumed in the village, per capita consump-
tion of rice seems to be reasonable, The value of per capita per
mormthlly consumption 6f fish increased from Rs.1:78 in 1964
to Rs.2.65 in 1871, The per capita consuﬁption of othér items
are alomosf #t a subsistance level of living., The important
point is that a major parf of the essential commodities consumed
are home ﬁroduoed.

Table 6.3.

Per Capita Consumption of Essential Commodities by Items,
Potsangbam, 1964 and 1971,

1964 1971

Items Per capita Per capita Per capita per capita

per annum per month per annum per month
1. Rice 210.84 kg. 17.57 kg. 19553 kg 1629 kg..
2. Pulses BTk 280 grams, 2.52 kg. 210 grams,
3. Vegetables Rs.20.28 Rs.1.69 Rs.20.16 Rs.1.68
4, Fish Rs.21.36 Rs.1.78 Rs.31.80 Rs.2.65
5. Milk TEO(EEE Ak 640 ml. 633611t 530 ml.
6. Mustard oil 1.92 1it. 160 ml. 20081460 167 ml.
7. Salt 7.18 kg. 598 grams, 6.96 kg. 580 grams
8. Clothing Rs.17.28 Rs.1.44 Rs.15.18 Rs.1.27
5. Housing Conditions :

5.1,

The residential houses in Potsangbam have a common

structural patterﬁ ¢ low bamboo structures raised on bamboo

or wooden pillars with thatched roofs and thick walls made

n



=60 -

o straw mixed clay. But a few households have pucca
or semipucca. bu:l.ldings with (o} shee'bs roof:l.ngs. One
family has a R.C.C. building. The SRt comion Eenibiizie v dbha
structural pe.t'tern is_ that houses are wanting in sufficient l
light aﬁd air as the_re are no windows and ventilators

A

in them. However, the most striking che.racter:l.st:l.c feature
of rt‘asiden'éiaiflllo'u,ses in Potsangbam :I.s that the houees
and surroundingg are kept clean., It may be mentioned

in this connetlztion that the Manipuris wear very neat and

clean dresses.

-



CHAPTER VII

Summary and Conclusion

A5y The foregoing chapters depict a short account of
the socio-économic aspects of the village Potsangbam, An
attempt has been made to record the changes that have
occured in the socio-economic life of the people during

v the period from 1964 to 1971. In the following paragraphs
the important ;indings are summarised,

2, Pétsangbam is quite a big village situated at
the foot hills, having simiiar socio-economic system

like other villages in the plains of Manipur. It is
inhabited entirely by the Meiteis, The Meiteis are patria;chal
permitting freedom to women in many important socio-economic
activities, honouring rights and liberty of individual and
prohibiting liquor etc., An important aspect of the village

is that the females predominate males in economic activiﬁies,
representing about 52 per cent of the total working

force of the village., This is a village without any cléss

or caste‘conflict and the people are leading a peaceful

life,

3. The village enjovys comparatively better faci;ities
for education and communication, The percentage of school-
going children is satisfactory, The number of literate
persons increased and the level of standard improved by

1971 over 1964. The village had 2 graduates and 25
matriculates in 1971 as against 1 graduate and 2 matri-
culates in 1964, Being - situated near the Bishenpur town

and the Logtak Hydel project and by the side of the Tiddim

1

w



a shift of occupation from "Trade, Commerce & Transport"
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road, the village is well-commected with other important

towns.

s Agriculture is the main stay of the people of
Potsangbam. In agricultﬁral occupation the village had

53 p.c. of the total households in 1964 and by 1971 this

had increased to 68 p.c. In the non-agricultural occupations,

to "profession and Services'" was noticed in 1971. The

construetion of the Logtak Hydel project has the influence

on this occupational shift.

5 The averagé size of land-holding in Potsangbam was

barely 2 acres per family. The maximum holding is 12,81

acres enly. Most of the villagers are small and marginal

farmers. During 1964, 81 per cent of the households belonged

to these 2 groups. In 1971, the situation has further

deteriorated and the percentage of small and marginal

farmers has increased to 92 per cent. Although the average

size of jand-holding is low yet there is ample scope to

'improve the productivé capacity of the soil and crop

intensity. Because, the fields of the village stretch from

the foot hills down to the bank of * a lake and water can

be made available to the field at any time by bunding the

streamlets - flowing from the hills.

65 ~ The yield rate of paddy is comparatively high in

the village. With the rise in prices of paddy and other

agricultural commodities, the level of income of the

village has increased. This has resulted in higher rate of

consumption expenditure. In housing condition there was

some improvement in the village with an increased invqstment




- 63 -

of Rs.1,15,700,00 by 1971 over 1964, But investment towards
improvement in agricultural practices was womspicuousily mbsent
during that period.There was no rotation or diversification
of crops during the period under study. Most of the fields

are cultivated only once a year, Effective guidance for
productive investment by the villagefs is necessary.

T Handloom weaving was a principal part-time occupation
of the women-folk of the village. But in 1971, there was a
fall in production of handloom weaving products over 1964 ,The
mill-made clothes'specially ready-made garments stood in the
way of its development., The handloom industry,therefore,

needs modernisation. Co-operative marketing societies have
important role - to play in widening the marketing facilities.
8% Dairy Farming, could be another important source

of income and employment for the small and marginal farmers.,
The small and marginal farmers are at the subsisténce level

of living and without additional source of income. there

is very little hope of their economic improvement .

9. The village was revisited in March, 1976, and the
changes that have taken place during 1971-76, are noted

in the epilogue.

w



AN FBPILOGUE

I. The village Potsangbam was first surveyed in
1964 and resurveyed in 1971. It was revisited for 2
short veriod in the month of March, 1976, to obgerve
the changes that had occured during the period since
1971, The following changés were ‘observed during the

revisit.

2. In 1971, the village had 240 households and
by 1976 in had increased to 245. Of the vk Wiiisanois
af 240 in 1971, two households left the village. One 4
of them had no cultivable land at Potsangbam and was
wage-earner. The head of the other household had.died
and his wife went to her mother's village. During 1971-76,
seven households .came to the village from different
places of the State for settleﬁent. Three of them are
. fishermen, 3 cultivators and the remaining one started

a shop at Potsangbame.

% In the field of education the village had
also made some remarkable improvemént during 1971=76.
There were 2 graduates and 25 matriculates including

some under-graduates in 1971. But by 1976, the village

had two M.A.'s, three B.A.'s, one B8.8c. and 10 matriculates.

Besides, 23 students (18 boy» and 5 girls) are attending
colleges in under-graduate classes. The proportion of
school-going children has also increased. The educational
standard of the villagers has thus improved td'a.great

extent during the period from 1971 to 1976,

w
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L, The avenues of employment has increased with
the installation of the Logtak Hydel Project. The number
of educational institutions around the village have

increased. Three of the 4 graduates are locally employed

in té§ching profession., Seven out of ten matriculates are

also employed elsewhere and the two M.A.'s are employed

as 0011ege teachers in the local Bishenpur College. The
village had only 4 educated unemployed (3 matriculate and
one B.A.) in the month of March, 1976, In the recent years
the Logtak Hydel project has offered ample scope for casual
émployment to the villagers at a daily wage of Rs.6.00 ‘per

day.

5. The most striking changes of Potsangbam are
noticed in the field of agriculture. The mono-crop system
so long in yggue - &s changed into a double~-crop system
and in certain cases it changed even into a triple-crop'
system. The lake-side field of the village are nﬁw seen
greeﬂ throughout the year. After the harvest of the first
crop paddy, the second crops of wheat and vegetables are’
S
grown whigh include potatoes, peas, mustard and cabbages.
Then in éertain cases the third crop of H.Y.V. paddy are.

grown in the field.

6. Nearly 25 househalds of the village cultivated
H.Y.V. paddy in about 37.5 acres of land in 1975.The
production of this variety of paddy was stated to be about
1440 kg. per acré. Fifty families have grown wheat in about
75 acres of land the yield of which was stated to be about

640 kg. per acre. Potato, peas, cabbages and mustard are
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grown by almost all the households for home consumption
and also for sale. Chemical fertilizers - specially,
superphosphdtg and urea were applied in recommanded doses

by most of the households growing H.Y.V,

e . The Logtak Hydel project, which .is expected to

be commissioned soon will be of much help in the field

oft cultivation, The construction of one irrigation.canal
through the village had alseady been completed for regular
supply of water to the field. The entire area of the village

fall under command area of the project.

8. Some improvement has also been noticed in the

fe¢ld of communicatin. One new road constructed by the
project passes through the village. Besides a 4 ks m., inter-
village. link road was improved with a grant of Rs.3000.00

during 1971-76.

9. During 1971~75 seven families have constructed
pucca buildings at an estimat8d cost of Rs.1,60,000,00 which
includes 4 two-storied R.C.C. buildings and two godowns,
In one family a scooter was purchased at Rs.4000,00 in
1974 . Another family has installed one small huller rice
mill in the early part of 1976 at a cost of Rs.4000;00.
But purchase and sale of land during 1971=75 in
Potsangbam was very insignificant. Only one household
purchased 1,87 acres of land at Rs.5000,00 from an -
hnhabitant of nearby hills., There was no sale of any land
during that period. .
105, Tith the cultivaetion of vegetables (potato,

peas, cabbages etc.,) in larger quantities the villagers
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now consume moré of these articles t - than befere.

11 The changes are now seen in every sphere of
their lives, The crépéiﬂg system, introduction of H.Y.

V., purchase of a scooter, installation of a rice mill
are some of the bright signs for development of a2 village.
Food haﬁits of the villagers have also improved

significantly.

12, The stagnant villagé economy of Potsangbam
has now shown signs of improvement due to rapid implementation

of development programmes in recent years.






















