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PARELIRIANCGIE

The present report on the village, Namoni
Borpomua is the 15th in the series of village studies
completed so far by the Centre. The report embodies the
results of the first‘point survey of fhe Mishing village
in the river island, Majuli of Sibsagar District, Assam
‘surveyed in May/June, 1975,

1

out of 109 households in the village, 10@-house-
holds bélong to the VMishing, a tribal cémmunity of the
Assam plains and the rest are non-l/ishing immigrants.
The Vishings hold a predominant position in all the socio-
economic spheres in the village and they represent a
homogenous society. Agriculture is the primary occupation
of the villagers, The iiterécy rate in the village is
satisfactory being 34,35 per cent.

) The average 1and'holding per family is 3,74
hectares and 100 househdlds are owner cultivators. Paddy
is the principal crop but they mainly depend upon Lhu
(Autumn) paddy. Llthough the method of cultivation is
traditional, the yield rate is satisfactory as the land
is replenished by floods.

The survey shows that the average per capita
income of ,the villagers was Rs. 840,00 and some families
had surplus family budgets. Although, the pattern of land
holdings and per capita income of the villagers, by and
large, presents a bright picture, the village economy is
3 found to be unstable due to recurring floods in summer.
The factor of risk and uncertainty has always acted as

hindrance in productive investment .

Like all other reports of the Centre, this one
is also a joint product prepared under the general guidance
and supervision of the Director, The names of the research
staff associated with the project is given elsewhere.
Besides them, mention may be made of Sri Manil Chandra
Dutta, Stenographer, for typing the stencils, Sri Nogen
Chandra 3ora, typist, who typed the draft and Sri WNoren

Deka, Gestetner Ouerator for mimeographing the report. I

am thankful to my colleagues for their cooperation in
completing the report.
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I am also grateful to two distinguished
villagers of Namoni 3orpomua, Sri Indreswar Pegu,
Principal, Jeénraimukh College and Sri Bapukanta ?eéu,

a social worker for their cooperation and help extended
to'our research staff during field investigation. T am
also thankfulzfp the villagers of Namoni 3orpomua for
extending their cooperation to our research staff at
Qhe timg of field investigation.‘

There is a number of studies relating to
the social life of the Mishing Community, but there
are very few studies on their socio-economic life,
It is hoped that this report will help in giving a
glimpse into the Socio—economic life of this important
tribél cpmmunity'of Assém plains.

August, 1976, £.D. Saikia,
: v Director.
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CHAPTER T

Majuli - At a Glance

I. Introduction

b 75 The village Bofpomua is situated in the Brahmaputra
Ziﬁ:?:hd Majuli.‘In this Chapter a brief description of Majuli
is given as a background.
Ay Majuli, the greatest river island of the world
1s situated to the northern side of Sibsagar District of Assam,
Belng surrounded by the great river Brahmaputra gnd two oﬁher
offshoots of it namely Lohif and Kherkotia, the‘geOgraphical
situation of Majuli is very significant. During the Monsoons
the river island experiences hesvy floods and erosions.
1.3, ﬁptil now, about 104 km. of dykes or embankments
have been constructed by the State Government in order to
protect the island from the havoes of devastating floods. But
sometimes occurance of serious breaches of dykes either due
to heavy floods or soil erosinn makes the genefal 1ife of
the péople quite miserable. During the rainy season, not only
the Brahmaputra but also all its tributaries become equally
terrible. Along with floods, soil erosion takes place on a
large scale. In the last few years, the problem of soil
erodion became more dangerous for Maiuli than the havocs ¢
created by floods. '
2. Area and Popylation )
Sl Total area of Majuli is 1245 sq.km. or 12555.41
hectares.aﬁd its tokal number of villages is 210. But in the
year, 1974, Majuli lo#t an area of about 40 sq.km. due to
heawy soil erosion of the Brahmaputra.

2.2,  According to 1971 Census total population of
Majuli is 102881, of which 37,617 and 11,847 belong to
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theduled Tribes ang Scheduled Castes respectively. Among
the>Scheduled Tribes, the Mishing Conrunity (also known as
Miri) holds a predominant place in Majuli.

3. Soil tQpe and _Crops

Saille Except four mnths duriﬁé'the rainy Season, the
inhabitants of Majuli live 1in Peace and happiness in the
rest of the year. Its sandy alluvial soils are very fertil
and therefore they do not require any use of fertiligzers o
manures in cultivation, Only for two months in the year, i
December and January, some Scarcity of water ig felt for
agricuiture. But .the fertility and moisture of soils help
eultivators in successful cultivation of different rabi
erops, ‘even without irrigation. :
3.2. Main agricultural erops of Majuli are-Baddy,Puls
Mustard and Potato, Wheat cultivation has also been o~
successfully introduced in Majuli since few years back. The
island produces abundant fish and milk especially during th

winter season.

4. Land Ténure System : "

4.1, The land tenure system in'Majuli is somewhat
dirferent, The prévailing lang tenure éystem_although C
Ryotwari, m5fe that 50 per cent of fhe settled land area
belong to Khirgus annuakggisona Patta land (land nnder
annual lease). Xhiraj-periodic Or Myadi Patta land (settlem

for 30 years lease) are quite insignificant which is only ds

to peculiar Situation of the island. It is true that regular

occurance of flonds have a great impact on the land tenure

system of Majﬁli. After Khiraj-annual, the second and the

Third important positions are occupied by Lakhiraj (Revenue

i
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and Trojubad 1ldnd . The pattern of land classification in
Majuli is shown in Table 1.1.
' " Tuble 1,3
Land Classification in Majuli,

Classes Area P.C. of P.C.of

( In total land total
hectares) area in cultivable
Majuli lands in
Majuli
(a) Tand not used )
in cultivation 84,630.44 67.41 < -
(b) Land used . in :
cultivation 40,920,97 32.59 -
e T R S ] i
area in MajJuli 125,551.41 100,00 -

R 8 iy 0 S o o 2 g - -

1. Classification
of cultivable

lands
(1) Khiraj ‘
annual 20,684.,47 16,48 50,55
(11) Khiraj .
periodic 2,039,09 1.62 4,98
(111) Takhiraj 11,604.17 9.24 28.36
(iv) NisPikhiraj 7,92 0.01 0.02
(v) Torjubad ' 6,584,82 5.24 - 16.09
""" Total : | 40,020.07 | 82.89 100,00

. Source 3 S.D.C.0ffice, Kamalabari.

4.2, Table 1.1 shows that only 32.59 per cent of the

total lard area of Majuli are cultivable and the rest

l. Torjubad land are classified as Government lands which
are cultivated by paying land revenue by the concermed
tenants. Tnlike Khiraj-annmal, the Government does not
confer occupancy right of such lands on the tenants.
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67.41 per cent are covered by rivers, dykes, roads and
water-logeed areas, etc. Out of the total area of 84,630.44
heetares being covefed.by rivers, dykes roads, etc., about -
50 per. cent are covered by tﬁé river Brahmaputfa aioho;néﬁé
annual collection of aland revenue 1s abo>ut Rs.2 lakhs.
4.3. : The Lakhiraj lands which aré mainly possessed by
the Satras (Religious Institutions) and are rent free. But
in the yezar, 1970; all such surplﬁs lands occupied by the
Satras had been acquired by the State Government through
lagislation. Now, these lands would yleld a satisfactory -
amount of revenue to the étate Fxchequer. :

5. Flood and Its Protection Measures :

5.1, During the last two decades Majuli has been more
or less in the continuous grip of floods. But the damages
caused by floods in the year 1974 were the highest during th
last two decades. In the year 1974, within three months of
Monsonns, seven waves of devastating floods affected the
island causing heavy material losses. A serious breach occur
in nne of the main dykes of the Brahmaputra (£rom Haldibari
to Bessamara)and  as a result to that the major parts of
Majuli was submerged in floods. Hundreds of residential hous
were damaged and thousand heads of cattle were lost. The
road transport and communication system of Majull was
totally cut off for ser several months. Small wocoden boats a

used as the means of transport for the 1sland during the - -

* rainy season. An area of 358 sq.km. covering about 5000

families were mada partly or fully homeless by flaods in
that. year.

5.2, From the available data collected from the local
Block Development Office, it is known that a crop area »f
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4983.861 hentares was submerged and erops worth Re. 8, 041,720.00
were damaged. Total number of cattle head lost was 1966 and
their value was estimated at Rs.9,58,000,00. Pésidential
houses and Public Institutions worth Rs.1,686,500.00 were
washed away by flood waters. Heavy soil erosion »f the
Brahmaputra had made hundreds of families fully homeless.

In shoft, in that year, floods caused immense loss to crops
and properties of Majuli presenting untold sufferings to the
people. ST

5.3. To protect the island from floods, more than iOO km.,
of dykes have been constructed by the concerned department of
the State Government but sometimes such protection proved to
be futile in the face of heavy floods. The number of dykes and
bunds which have been constructed in Majuli and the number of
breaches occured in them in the year 1974 are presented in

Table 1.2 and 1.3 fespectively.
' Table 1.2
Number »f Dykes and Bunds "in_ Majuli.

Name of the Dyke or Total length  Total benefi-
Bund (in km.) tted area
( in sq.km.)
(&) Brahmaputra Dyke >
(1) From Sisi to Tekeliphuta 3.0 3.9
(11) From Tekeliphuta tn
Haldibari a2 349
(111)From Haldibari t» Bessamara 25,0 312.0
(1y) From Bessamara to Dakhinpat 7.0 15.6
(v) From Burakolita to
Kakorikota 3.0 5.2
(B) Subanshri Dyke :
(1) From Malaphdha to Molual 50 9.1
(i1) From Baghgaon to Ghuriagaon 11.0 3.1
(111) Along the abundoned P.G.J.H.
P.W.D.Road 18.0 31.2
(Cf Tuni Bund from Kamalabari
to Burakolita 5.5 5.7
(D) Kherkotia Dyke nee 4,7
(E) Dam across Kherkotia Suty 156 -
1035 394,42

Source : S.D.0.,E.& D.Division, Kamalabari as «
: eollected on 31.5.75.
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| Ral T ;'"' © Iable 1.3

No.or breaches of different Dykes and Bunds

F : gceured in 1974,

W

Name of the Dykes or Bunds No.of breaches

| !
! j occured
4l |
[ 1: Brahmaputra dyke from
? e Tekeliphuta to Haldibari al o, 3.9
2. Brahmaputra dykes from 3 1

Haldibari to Bessamara Al 312.0
| | 3. Subanshri dyke along the ‘
f; abandoned P.G.J.H.P.W.D.Road 2  1810.2
f 4. Tuni Bund from Kamalabari tn

Burakolita 10.9

£ Y
T Total 9 '358.0 =

i
|
|
l
|
: Source : S.D.0.; RB.& DiDivision, Kamalabari
as collected on 31,5,75.
|
l |
5.4, It may be noted in this connsction that all the
breaches of dykes occured in that year were sudden’and
uncontrolable. But afterwards, almost all the breaches have
l been reﬁaired. i

6. Q:opnigg Pattern

6.1, Paddy 1s the main Kharif Crop of Majuli. But the

eultivthrs seldom take resort to transplantation system
of cultivation of paddy crop, as such crops are quipelliab
to be easily damaged by floods due to their dwarfish nature
Bao (Broadesst Winter Paddy ) and Ahu (Sumgér Paddy) are

‘the two main varieties of paddy grown in Majuli. Usuelly in
the months of January'and February both Ahu and Béo seed

are broadcasted in the same plot of land and before onset

af rainy season in the months of May and June, the Ahu erop

is harvested leaving out the Ban seedlings in the field to

H
;
!
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harvested in the months of December and Januafy. The main
advantage of Bao paddy enltivation is that it is a deep-
water paddy and hence it cannot be easily damaged by floods.
The Bao seedlings of some vériet;es such as Amona, Khalihoi,
Rongadoria etc., creep up along with the rise of flood waters.
Ge24 '~ Besides paddy, other field crops cultivated in
Majuli are Mustard, Wheat, Potato and Pulses which are mainly
eultivated in the winter season, when there 1s no flond.
Almost all these crops are »f traditional varieties and are
cultiveted through tradi€ional method.

7. Measures for Fconomic Development
Teds After immense damages ceused by the dgvastating
flosds in the year, 1974, important measures are being taken
by the State Government to strengthen the economic condition
of the inhabitants of Majuli. Hundreds of homeless families
have been rehabilited out side Majuli, in different Government
Reserved lands of the discrict. They are given lands for
cultivation and money for contrucfion of dwelling houses. On

the nther hand, an BEmergency Rabi Crop Programme was

launched by the State Agriculture Department in the winter
season of the year, 1974-75. Uﬂder the Programme, extensive
ecultivation of Wheat, Mustard seeds, Pulses and Potatoes was
introduced. The area ( in hectares) covered by Wheat,Mustard,
Pulses and Prtatoes under this Programme was 1041.6?, 8799,54,
712.94 and 236.34 respectively. As gathered from the local
B.D.0.'s Office, the average per hectare production (in
guintals) of Wheat, Pulses, Mustard seeds and Potato was
27.67, 25.90, 11.00 and 67,17 respectively. The State

_Agricultural Departheht provided all necessary assistance,

financial or otherwise,tn the cultivators under this Programme.
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8. Religious Institutions of Majuli s
/[

5 - N R ) : 4 Pad r ol
8.1. ' Majuli can be saild to be the greatest centre of

| Vaishnavisn in Assam. With the help of Vishnavism Srimants
© BSankardeva was able to bring about unprecendented upsurge
| : ‘in the socio-cultural life of Assam and crganised the
- ‘divergent communities into a composite entity. There are'
? several Satras (Religious Institutions) in Majuli to prop-
f the religion of Bhakti and these Satras  could get -
sufficient patronage and help from the Ahom kings and
, ‘nobles at the initial stage. Due to such patronage from th
Ahom kings and nobles, five satras in MajJuli became hoét'
f renowned all over a ASssam and these five Satras are Dakhin
Kamalabari, Auniati, Benganati and Garamur. These Satras ar
famous for indigenous classical misic and dance BoD
| 9. Production of Fis 1l
! : 9,1. ‘Majuli produces enough of milk and fish everv
‘ year particularly during the winter %eaqan.lThere are
hundreds of big and small beels (natural fisheries) in
Majuli which produce sufficient quantities of big and small
fish. The entire demand for fish of the Jorhat Sub-Divisinsn
is met by the island. Big beels are‘being enntrolled by
'Fishery Department of the State Government and these beels
are sold annually by public auctisn. Thus these beels have
beén=contribut1ng a large amount of revenue to the State

Exchequer. Small beels are generally left for the use of

the local people and fishes of these beels "are used'by the

localt people both for consumptison and trade. Sometimas
fishes from the island are sent to Nagaland too.
et Like fish, milk 1s also produced in abundance in
: Majuli particularly during the wihter‘seaspn. The demand for
Y milk of the Jorhat Sub-Division is met by Majuli to a gre#
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extent. But the wholesale trade of milk in Majuli is done
by the sutsiders. There are several big businessmen locally

xnown as Mahalders from outside, who daily collect the milk

f£rom the individual producers and send it to outside

markets.

2.3, Due tc lack of local enterpreneur the wholesale
trada.of fish and milk in Majuli is generally done by out-
siders. Of course, its critical transport and cﬁmmunication
facilities are the main hindrances for the easy and su¢eessful
transportation of these products to outsidé markets. The
Brahmaputra, stands as a great barrier for easy trade of

these products in outside markets.

10, Secondary Occupations H

10,15  gandloom weaving and Pot-making (clay) are the
two main part time occupations of the people of Majuli

particularly to the womenfolk. Almost, all the women in
Majuli are expert in weaving and they try to keep atleast
ons shuttle 1oom at their home f£or preparing the Haeasibby -
dresses by themselves. Almost all the women in Majuli
ggpecially the tribal women Tear BEndiworms at their hones
and can prepare Qery fine Endi cloths at their looms. These
articles can easily: fetch reasonalle prices in the market
7 their decency and durability. Tribal women are expert
in weaving. '

10.2. There is a special caste for making earthén pots,
popularly known as Kgggg(Pot—Maker). Both men and women are

engaged in this océupétion. Digging of clay and burning of

. pots are generally'done by men and the making of pots 1is

done by boath men ahd women.

7




1
|
|
|

rate cheaper than the prevailing market. ratae. In'anticiﬁ

-~ 10 -

10¢3008 :Thatch and cane are two important materials fo;
constructing residential houses of simple type and these
are largely uéed in construction of houses all over Assa
These materials are naturally grown in Majuli on the rive
banks and some ‘pesple collect them regularly for sale.Thu
they eould get some income by selling them in the market,
11l. Trade in Surplus Agricultural froducts H .
11.1.  ILike fish and milk, the business of surplus agr
cultural products in Majull is done by private businessme
most of whom are from outside. Now-a-days, the Cooperativ
Marketing Societies, sponsored by the State Government ar
procuring . surplus Paddy and Wheat from the producers;
business of some other surplus agricultural products such
Mustard, Potato and Pulses, is entirely controlled by pri
businessmen. They provide credits to the cultivators at t
time of cultivation on eondition that the enltivatars ws
have to sell the surplus agricultural products to them at

of higher production as well as profit, sometimes such
businessmen purchase the erops in the fields at a 1ot bef-
harvesting. Mustard is an important crop »f Mujuli. The
Gramodyug Board proposes to - establish about 100 Ghanis
in different parts of - Majuli for preparing mustard oi
locally. It would help the local cultivaters to fetch ‘

resonable price for their products and would minimise the

influence of private businessmen.




CHAPTER IT

SOME_SOCIQ-ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE
MISHINGS

~

I. Introducing the Village :
2Lk Namani Borpomua, a Miri or Mishing wvillage, is

i e situated in the North eastern part of = Majuli in Jorhat

Lo~ 3 21

(il

Sub-Division of Sibsagar district of Assam. The village is
located at a distance of 75 km, from Jorbhat town. An
Administrative headquarter: with some important Civil ,
Departments is being set up the Xamalabari, a small town of
Majuli, located at a distance of 3R km. from the village in.
the southern side. Kamalabari, the only town in Majuli, is
an important marketing Centre. Another tiny marketing place
at Jenraimukh, Tinali, lying at a distance of 2% km. from
the willage also offers some facilities to the villagers in

meeting some, daily household : needs.

Je2. To arrive at the Sub-Didsional and District
~headquarters at Jorhat by crossing the great river'

.Brahmaputra, there are two important Ghats (river ports )

at Salmara and Kamalabari with regular Ferry services.

Subanshri Ghat, another important river port in the

river Subanshri, situsted at the ~ eastern end of the
village help the villagers to communicate with the Takhimpur
District. Generally, trade in all important surplus agri-
cultural products of the village is mede through this
adjacent port. The villagers can go to Lakhimpur District
JthrOugh the Badati GEEE, a distant river port in the offshoot
of Tohit.
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1.3. There is no approach road to the village. A small
dyke o constructed by the villagers themselves through the
village is used by the ﬁedestriéns to reach from one end
another end of the village. The nearest P.W.D. road of the
village is thnmora—Ga;mu}, Tenrai-Haldibari road where pr:
buses ply between Héldibari and Xamalabari via Jenrai'gnd
Garmur twine a day. As there is no road in the village ‘1ee
£o the P.W.D. road, the villagers have to come acress a chs
(barren lands on river banks) to reach it. During the rait
season when floods océur, the villagers use small wooden
boats to reach it. The Subanshri dyke constructed along th
abandoned P.W.D. Road lying at the southern side of the
village also helps the villagers to reach the main P.W.O.
road. For availing the air or rail transport facilities,
the inhabitants of Namani Borpomua have to go either to
Jorhat or to Lakhimpur towns.
1.4. The name, "Namani Borpomua" itself signifies as a
village of immigrants ('Nsmani' means Lower, 'Bor' means
Big and 'Pormua' means Immigrant). The village Borpomus as
a whole is big village contalning about 250 households. The
eastern part of the village PBofpomua" is known as Jjani, =«
upper Borpomus and the southern part as "Namani" means lowe
Borpomua. The village Ujani Borpomua is larger than Namoni
Borpomua. It is helieved that the village was establishod
several decades ago by the people coming from different- -
places. The Mishinzs possess a traditional habit of residin
on the river banks. Long ago the Mishings or Miris had a s:
of shifting cultivation. They used to change their village
sites from place to place along with cultivable field in
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the river banks. This was possible because abundant land
was avallable. Now things have changed and this shifting
habit of the Miris have considerably died'down. Now, they
follow a systematic cultivétion of crops as is done in any
plain villaget

2. The _People :

2.1. The word 'Mishing' has a literal meaning in their
dialect. '"Mi'" means man and "Yaéhing" means white or good,
i.e., Mishing means white or good men. The Mishings regard
themselves as good men and that is why all other non-tribals
are regarded as "Mikipag" (M;-mgans man, "Kipag" means
ordinary) or non-Mishings. ;

2.2, Among the tribal population in Agsam Plains, the
Mishings hold a very prominant pésitidn. According to 1961
Census of India, out of 9,53,310 tribal population of
Assam, 1,33,453 were Mishings and their percentage to total
number of tribal population was 17.15. The Mishing people
are scattered in different parts of the districts of
Dibrugarhy Lakhimpur, Sibsagar; Darrang and Goalpara, with
the highest‘concentratiqn in Lakhimpur district and then
in Sibgagar district. Total number of Mishing people

in Lakhimpur and Sibsagar districts is 85,083 and 54,877
respectively and their respectiive percentages to total are
5.21 and 3.36. Ethically "the Mishings or Miris belong- to
the Tibeto Burwese group of Mongloid stock." v

1. HEconomic Consequence of a Traditional Habit - A Case
Study of Miri Society in Assam by U.,Phukan - 3ocio-
Economic Research In Tribal Areas = Agro-Economic
Research Centre for N.E.India, Jorhat, 1970, pp. 43

@5 AT? | |

ot
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ek, 'Miri!,Daphla and Abor are names which have bee
given by the Assamese to thase sectiong of one and the sa
race inhabiting the mountains between the Assam valley and
Tibet'? In fact, thg Migis of the Erahnaputra valley and
Daphlas and Abors of‘nrunachal Pradesh possess more or les
identical religious nnliefs, socilo~-cultural systgms‘and
sposk tho same dialect. It is said that tho Mirls prior tie
their migration to the plains of Assam about e;ght cany
ago used to inhabit the range of hills known as the Miri B
lying in the western part of Siang district in Arunachal
Pradosh. Now-a-days, some Mishing people are found in Siar
and Lohit districts of Arunachal, Pradesh. To-day the Misk
of Assam Plains form an integral part of the indigenous
Assamose population. But, still,tnqy maintain their distin
soclo-cultural system and .speak their own dealect?
2.5. The Mishings are divided into several clans suck
&s Bomi, Miyopakong, Chungasurang, Kandor, ete., which are
again divided into several sub~-clans such as Payang, Paye
Partin, Doley, Pegu, Sinte, etc. These Mishing clans and
sub~-clans are exogamous. Marriage is not possible between

boys and girls of the same clan.

3. Rainfall, lemperature anj Soil :

similar to the rest of the Brahmaputra valley which is

- g

2, Census of India, 1961, Vol.III, Part. V-A, pp. 25.

3 Doley “D. = The Socio-Economic Life on the Miri Tribe -
The North Eastern . Research Bulletin - .
Dibrugarh University, Vol. IV, 1973, DD . 49,

4. Ibid = PP 50. \' |
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characterised by a highly humid atmosphere and abundant
raing.

Within the year temperature is generally high in &
L ' month of July and low in the
| } . of January,
[ 4

\

month of Jénuary. In the mor

the mean daily minimum temperature of Sibsaga:
] district came lower 8 degre s centiérade and in the month

of July it reaches the meximum of 33 degrees centigrade

sometimes above, According to Consus Report of 1931, the

| :
{ ~ mean daily maximum temperature of Sibsagar district varie

‘ )‘ from 31:3 degrees to 33.3 degrees centigrade. The monsoor

I |  Seasgon is the poriod of highest temperatﬁre.
| i [} ; "
‘ [ ] 3i2. The mohsoon sets in the month of May bringing
l heavy raing throﬁghout Sibsagar district.

The average ra
in Sibsagar district

' 8s collected from the District Co

}' Handbook of 1961, 1s 2197 mm. op 85.49 inches. A monthly

| brecipitation rate in the district during the lgst 5 year

‘y is shown in Table 2.1.The bPrecepltation rate varies from
1INE } :
i month to month and becomes heavy in the months of June an

[I[: ’ : July and low.in the months of Deéember and Januvary, The 1é

H of uniformity in rainfall, however, affects agricul tural
( ,

economy of the village to some extent.

il } 3.3. . The soil of the village is ailuvial and composed

|

i

|

l

|

|

| : : ;

i | ‘ of varying degreesgof clay, loam ang sand. Its goils are

% very fertile and suitable for cultivation of various figld
{1l A

1 \

f

1

i

I

|

|

|

|

1

il || f Crops such ag Paddy, Wheat, Pulses,
1]

Mustard and Potato,
Due to deposition of alluvianm every year b

! the farmers gr

y flood wators,_

oW their crops Successfully without the use
of manures or fertilizers.

4. Ei?.c.,Lq:B.e.l.E.i.ms,.éeuuti&s. '

45y Namani Borpomua is inhabited by a section of

' Hinduised People and most of t he peo

ple follow their tradi.

tional tribal Socio~-religious ceremonies. They believe in




_
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number of Gods and Spirits and worship them according to

traditional methods. The Sun and the Moon (Doyee-Polo) top
the 1ist of all Gods and Goddesses and those Misﬁing people
who are following the traditional pattern of worship regard
them as Supreme Powers. Besides the Sun and Moon, they
worship air, water, fire ete. Apong (rice beer) fowls, pigs S
ete. are the main items used in worship and sacrifices.
Somgtimes they take the help of various sacrifices of pigs
and fowls in order to cure some acute diseases and this is
done according to the suggestions of the medicine man and
priest called Myibo. 2
4.2, The 'Myibo! holds a significaht position in the
religious life of the Mishings. At the time of Sickness they
call on the 'Myibo' who diagnoses the disease and prescribes
the necessary sacrifices for the cure of the illness. The
'Myibo' 1s gencrally supnosed to possess some supernatural

powers aml with the help of such powers he determines the

cause and offers sacrifices to various spririts and deitiss.
The villagers possess & common prayer hall known as '
'Namghar' for worshipping various Gods and Spirits.

%.3, But a decade ago, & religious reformation movement
took place in the village and 12 houscholds accepted
Vaisnabism, These Vaisnabism have have got separate Nambhar
(Prayer hall) for prayer. There is no social restriction
for the Vaisnabs and non-Vaisnabs in attending religious
functions of either group in their respective 'Nambhars' as
observers.

4.4, Agriculture is the main occupation of the Mishings

and some of the various festivals celebrated by them are

mainly related to agriculture. "Ali-aye-Ligang" and 'Porag!




- 18 -

or a'Narasiga Bihu' are two important festivals of the
Mishinés and both are related to &griculﬁure.

4.5. 'Ali-aye Ligang' 1s gohorally colebrated in tho
month of March, after harvesting of Sali paddy and beforo
beginning of 4hu paddy cultivation. This festival is mai
meant for thewell-being of:agricultural crops. 3ubscriptio)
in cash and kind is collected from every family of the 3
villagé and with it they take a feast witn rice beer and m
The young boy's and girls use traditional dresses (Rebigas»
while singing and dancing in this festival.

4.8, 'Borag' is another important festival of the
Mishings which is performed during the winter seagon. It 1
also . .associated with>cultivation and hence it is cela{i
at a time when the cultivétors’bocome free after sowing o
harvesting paddy cultivation. This fostival of the Mishing
1s very costly and elaborate and therefore it is pe rformed
the interval of 8 or 4 years. It lasts for 4 or 5 days an.
during all these days the v111aoer° take feasts with rice
beer. Singing and dancing are done in all the days of the
fostival and various musical instruments are used in such
occasions. Over and above the funds collected from the
villagers and relatiﬁes, the Mishing ‘. spend some amounﬁ-
from the village public fundé if any, for smooth perfdrmnm
of the festival. :

4.7i For performance of the festival 'Porag! the
villagors consfruct'bne or more - Sig temporary houses
(Murong-Ghar) with bamboo and thatch in the opon place of
on the bank of the river. The interested villagers and the
invited guests roside in these houses for all the days of
the festival. For smooth running of the different functiov

of the festivdis,'the'viiiwgeré'select some supervisiors o



* Bihu the young boys and girls sing and dance in a body from
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both male and female from among theﬁselves and the villagers
in no casec can'disqpey these sﬁﬁervisors.

4.8. Besides these'two fostivals of thelr own, the
Mishings observe the Bihu festival thrice a yoear in the sage\.

-~

time and same manner like the non-tribal Assanese. In Bohd;

door to door and thus they collect some monaey with which they
arrahge an elaborate feast afterwards. Towards the end of

the month (Assamese) of Bohag‘(Middle of the month of May) ,
every family of the village . especilally the enlightened ones
observe a L simple cercmony in which the Satq;a or the'

Senior~most Bhakat (Pious man) of the village is 1nv1ted to

light a sacred lamp in the house. After lighting the 1amp,
the Satola with some, .other old men and women of the village
perform "Namk ritaq;“ and the owner offer them indigenous
cakes, rice~beer as refreshment.

4.9, They Mishing have the traditional of 11v1ng in
joint families which are patrilineal_and patrilocal. The
eleéét male member in the family becomes its head and‘:He
takes the sole responsibility in smooth running of all
domestic affairs. The Mishings practise both monogamy énd :
polygyny but now-d-days monogamy is becoming more popu;gr{
4,10. There are four main systems of marriage among
the Mishing including marriage by capture. Chilld mairiage
is not allowed. Widow marriage is also prevalent. = 37
Divorce is allowed but rare. The maih cause that leads to
divorce is adultery in case of both man and womén. The systenm
of bride-price is also. prevalent among the Mishing and
therefore, the question of compensation sometimes occurs at

the\time of fdivorecas .



‘a day. The Mishings usually donot use any substitute

_considered as a special item of their diet. As they reside
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Aty The Mishings bury their dead. The dead body is
enclosed in a wooden box (Rungkuk) when it is buried. On
the third day:é_gimple ceremony is - performed, followed b;
‘two elaborate ceremonies -on the 10th and 20th or 30th day,
when a feast is given to the villagers and relatives. The
perfornanceof death ceremony depands on the financial
eondition of the bereaved family. The poor families genere
perform the ceremony in a simple manner. The neighbours a
help the poor families in all possible ways. The priest wh
performg the death ceremonies in the-Mishing society is
known as 'Ado!, The head of the berecaved family has to dons
some cash and kind to the invited guests especially to the
Bhakats(Pious men) of his own village.-
5. Eood Habits :

8ol Rice is the staple food for the Mishing. fhe adu

generally take rice twice and the children three or four b

refresBment for rice except Apong (rice beer). Rice-beer o
Apong is a pﬁpular.drink of the Mishing and it is taken
all occasions by all age groups without any social restric
A major portion of rice produced by themselves are uséd i
preparation of beer. Milk is not popularly used by the
Mishing. '
§,2. The Mishings are habituated to taking both boile
and fried diet. Theyt&ke cnough of wild and home broduce~
vegetables with fice. Black gram (Matikalai) which is.prq«
by themgelves during the winter season is profered by the
Mishing than other pulses. The use of fish with rice is
regular particularly during the wigzor season. Meat 1s

the river banks, they hardiy face the scarcity of fish in
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year. For meat, they keep pigs and fowls etc., at their homes.
Purchase of these things for domestic consumption is very
Occasional among the Mishing. ) .
T Tea 1s being popular and most of the villagers of
Namani Borpomua take tea and sweets in Toa-stalls at ‘
Jénraimukh Tinali, As intoxicant tobaceo is both chewed and

o smoked in pipes. Tobacoo is locally grown and sometimes it
is purchased from the local market. The use of opium was once
Very popular among the Mishings. But it is now restrictly
prohibited by the Administration. The Mishings are very and
of chewing betel-nuts and botel leaves.
S. Dress :
6.1, No;ha-days the Mishings use«moderﬁ dress. The.

= dress pattern is similar to other non—tribal people of'the

plains. Some old women still use "Methoni" in whigh thgy

4 cover both the upper and lower part of the body with one

' piace‘of cloth which the¥ themselves prepare at home. The

4 cducated joung o boys.and girls use modern costly dresseg.

‘ made of synthetic fibres.The young men and women of Namani

‘ Borpomua village spend considerable amount in ironing their

. clothg 1n a hearby laundry.

3 7. Egggggioga;'zacilities s

1 7.1, Educational facilities upto college level are
available in and around the' village Namani Borpomua. Therc is
one Junior Basic School - within the village which was

- established in 1933. At the time of bench-mark survey iﬁ June, .
1975, there were 263 pupils in the school with 6 teachors of
which 5 males and 1 female. The medium of teaching in this

sch®ol 1s Assamesec,.
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ThS P, i Besides this Junior Basic School in the villageh
there is one Govt.Alded Hou.School ; at Jenraimukh Tinali,
lying at a distance of 25 k e from the village., Total
onrolment in this school in the year 1974—75, was 550, of
Wwhom 481 Were Mishing and 69 were of non-Mishing community
The enrolment and staff position in this H.E.School for th
last 5 years is given in Table 2.2. i
730 The condition of the school buildinvs of both th
Junior Basic and H.E.Schools are satasfactory. Both the
‘school buildings were C.I. Sheet roofed. The H.E.School is
being aduministered under Doficlt Grant Scheme of the Stdte
Education Department and the Junior Basic School 2l
controlled by the Basic Educatlon Borad. ¢
Ty 4 college with some Arts subjects was cstablishe
@ Jonraimukh Tinali in 1973. Tho College has got its own
pucca building and.at thé time of in&estiéation in June,.>
total enrolment in the college was 119 and the total numbe:
of teaching staff vwas 8 including the Principal. For avail
college leVGl seience eduecation the desiring students of
village have to go to either Jorhat or Lakhimpur town.
7.5.  The area itself boing flood-daffected fihol .
educatianal institutions sometimes suffer from floods.In
the year 1974, the Junior Basic School was closed for long
months and the H E School for 12 days for floods.
8. House T s ool
il The Mishings ﬁave é ;radifioa of and preference
for living along the river banks and thus exposing thomsel
to fioods and erosion which are annual phénomena in Assé&.
As they live on the river banks the Mishings generally °
construct temporary type of dwelling houses. The dwelling
houses of the Mishings are very long like & hall and there
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1s no partition inside it. Usually one residential house

built for several Joint families andg therefore, in some

cases it is even long upto 200 or 250 fts. The houses ha

bamboo platform raised on wooden pillars, split bamboo o
reed walls ang | roofs are cOVered with ‘thatch. Housing mat
such as thateh, cane ete,

wood ete,

are )'locally collected and ba

have to be purchased, In every house, two ent

are generally Kept at the both endsg of the house approa

by two wnoden ladders. Ag there,is Ao partition inside

the mosquito net or curtain used siwnifiod partitlon.

8.2, The main fire place usually exists in the midd

of the house and all houschold affairg like cooking, sit

and sleeping, etc. centre round this main fire place. So

Joint familieg with large number of population keeps one
additional fire place. S

843, The Mishlngs construct their ganaries Very nea

their dwelling houses P‘gstieb dre constructed below the

platforms of dwellirg houses and prgs kept in these peg

generally clears the refuses dropped | from inslde. Cattle

pOultry birds are also kept below the platform.

9. Land Egnancx zﬁ‘rg_g and,__arli_Ruveryiq
9.14

As statéd in t he Chapter I, land in MaJuli is

held under five SYStems - Vviz., Khiraj- ‘periodic, KhiraJ-

annualﬂisfikhiraL,Lakhiraj and Torjubad.
periodic,

Under KhiraJ--
land is held as full Tevenue payina permanent

heritable ang transferable lang, In Khiraj-annual there

is no permanent right and the land cannot be transferred.

N!cfikhiraj e half-revenue paying and Lakhiraj is reve

Eand., 'Both. Nisfilchirgy and Lakhiraj were revenue free
estates created during the Ahom Tules and in Majuli: these

lands are mainly possessed by the Vaisnavite 3at rag. The
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nature of Torjubad lands is like that of Khiraj-annﬁal to

a great extent, bﬁt unijk.e Khiraj-e;r"xrllﬁﬁitl 'ilc.:xl-jx;baa lands are .
purely Govt.lands and sometimes Govt., allows the concerned
cultivators to cultivate a particular crop in such lands by
paying the land revenue. The Goverament can evict the
9ulfi§ators from such land at any time without any prior
notice, Like Khiraj-annual, Torjubad land cannot be sub-let
to others.

9.2. In the village Namani Boppomua, land is held under J
one system Khiraj-annual. Out of 405.28 hectares of total

land owned by the villagers at the time of bench-makk survey

in May/June, 1975, only 1.14 hectares are.of ﬁ@%fgq’periodic

B N 8 A W dohivarten! ‘Prom Bhiva). dnmusl to
Khiraj-periodic by the owner only facilitate himself to

take loans from the Bank by mortgaging it. Besides the
villagers hq&e - used zome Government lands for * ~ cultivation
and these lands are cia ssed aSVTorjubad lands. The land
revenue rﬁte per bigha of land prevailed in Majull is shcwn

in Table_2.3.

Land Revenuo Rate Per Bigha(In Rs.)

1. Marketing Place 7.00
2. Basti No.l 1.40
3. Basti No.2 1.20
4, Rupit 0.85

5. Bisesh Faringati 0.70

G, Faringati 0.60
7. Bao Tali _0750
8. Do Jalatake 0.40

Source : 3,0.C.'s Office,Kamalabari.




‘the village. The villagers cultivate both Bao and Ahu paddy

" performance is also occasionally held in this club. Now,
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10. Cropping Pattern and Agricultural Method :

10.1. The general cropping pattern of Namanl Borpomud
is traditional and ﬂo improved methods are being practised

by the villagers. Mixed cropping is the general pattern i

in mixture and its pattern is described in the Chapter I.
The villagers seldom cultivate winter paddy by transplantat
method for fear of damages by flood. Vegetables of some
inferior varioties are grown by all the villagers for home
consumption only. Mustard, another important field crop is
grown by the villagers both for sale and home consumption.
11. Qther Public Institutions :

11:1,°  There is no library in the village but the young
boys and glrls of neighbouring villages have established
Public Library at Jenraimukh Tinali. Besides, thé‘yoﬁths :
of Namani Borpomua have opened a youth club.at Jenraimukh

Tinali for cultural and recreational facilities. Theatrical

permaneﬁt pucca building for the Club is being constrﬁcted
at Jenraimukh Tinali by collecting donations from among
themgelves. One "Moina Parijat" an organisation for
enlightoning the little boys and girls of the area is bei
organised by the Youth Club. :

11l.2. The villagers of Borpomua established a "Gaon
Unnayan Committee" (Village Development Committee) in 19483
for taking up various development activitiesiof the
village. Formerly it was known as Village Organisation
Committee. For collecting funds of the Committee, the diff
beelg and ghats which are under the controIAof the

villagers are sold by public auction and the amount thus
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collec@ed.annuélly is quite considerable one, being not

less than Rs.40 thousand. The Comnittee offers financial
help for construction and improvement of School and Coliego
buildings, Namghar building, construction and development
of roads and dykes, development of agriculture, etec. in the
village and also other monetary help to the poor at the time
of distress., In 1973-74, and 1974-75, the Gaon Unnayan
Committee offered Rs.26,000.00 and Rs.13,000.00 respectivly
to the newly established ienraimukh College for construction
of its building. Besides it donated a large amount to

the Junior Basic School and to the Namghar in the village
for eonstruction of their permanent buildings. In the year,
1974-75, the Committee spent Rs.1l,300.00 from its fund as
flood relief among different affected péople of atjoining.
villages.

11.3. A Cooperative Weaving Society under the sponsoréhip
of the State Government was cstablished in the village fow
years ago. Now, this society is known as "Mishing Konang
Sipini Sangha" and it has got 5 shuttle looms from the
Government free of cost. Necossary mill;madé'ya£ﬁs for
preparation of clothes are supplied by the Government to
the socilety at subsidied rate. Anauval financial grant .
roceived from the Government by the society varies from
Rs,200 = 300. No Cooperative Marketing Society for
purchasing the surplus paddy in the village has been

formed by the Government till the time of survey.

12. Village Sanitation and Public F Bhise

T e SRR i

12.1. The general condition of health in the village

Namani Borpomua scems to be satisfactory. Due to situwation

of the villaze on the bank of the river, the natursl drainage




‘system of the village is satisfactory. The incidence of

1 —
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epidemic disease like cholera, Malaria, Small-pox ete. 1s
ﬁ . quite negligible but few cases of T.B.patients werc repof:
I in the village at the time of investigation. The State
H» Dispensary at Jenraimukh Tinali has been providing all
k} necessaryimedical cares to the villagers at the time of
‘\ needs. :
12.2. The villagers try to cure diseases by ajoptir
il traditional religious practices. Tvil Spirits are supposed
\\ to céuSo diseases and they are Dropritiated by sacrifices.
‘.ﬂ \ now-a=days the enlightened families prefer modarn medical
‘Vt treatment more to traditional methods for curing discases
The villagers are given medical troatmnt at tho State
i““ Dispensary free of cost.
H‘ - 12.3. Although the village stanis on the bank of the
river the villagers donot take 4rinking water from the
%‘ river. There are 35 tube wells in the village providing
\h necessary drinking water to the villagers. These tube ﬁo‘
ki were iﬁstalled by the Gaon Panchayat to.the villagers.
| 13. Veterinary Facilities :

i | :
“ 13.1. Nocessary veterinary facilities are not availabl

| in and around the villaze and hence from availing require

DeV010pmont Block at a distamce of 38 k. m. from the villa
‘ ~ Due to absence of veterinary facilities at easy ‘reach the
| villagers have to suffer much at the time of epidemics of

\ livestock population or poultry birds. It is reported tha

severe epidemic of 1ivestock and poultry birds had occure

in the village during the year 1974 and a large number of

\
| pigs and poultry birds of the village died of epidemic. T

|

|

|

|

#

|

|

il

I veterinary facilities, the villagers h?Ve to go to Kamala
r \ : s
|

|
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frequent occurance of cpidemics of livestock population and
poultry birds, the villagers desire a veterinary hospital

to be established at Jenraimukh Tinali, "Foot and Mouth" is
the main disease of the cattle population in the village
which occured rogulafly overy year after floods. In 1974, this
disease broke out in epiiemic form as a result 6f which

many valuable qattlo heads were loste

14. Other Enterprises .

14.1. In a Mishing Society both men and women are equally
active and the women are habituated in doing hard manual
works. In agricultural'w0rks voth men and women take

equal parts. In agriculture, ploughing and sowipg are done

by men and weeding and harvesting are done by womon.‘&he'
Mishing women are expert in preparing country 1liquors and v
rice beer. The preparation of rice beer regularly for the
family is a must for the women. Over and above, general
angagement iﬁ household agricultwral works, the young girls
and women cultivate separately (Rikseng ) to earn additional
income during their leisure time, Besides they rear pigs

anf fowls for earning additional income and weave different
varieties of clothes for sale.

_ 14,2, There are 13 beels (fisheries) in and around the
village, of which'10 are naturel ani 3 are aptificial (man-
made) from which the villagers can have enough fish both for
home consumption and for sale. The surrounding rivers help the
villagers to make small business with different places though
waterways both in summer and in winter.

15. Village Zeadership and villaze Administration @

15.1. Village leaders generally have immense influence

in a tribal society. The village headman or'"Gaonbura'

(formerly known as Gam) has got imuense power to negotiate




Vegotables, Fish, Milk and Poultry Birds, Eggs etc., arc s

‘some facilities to the villagers for meeting some urgent
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village disputgs With tlb Help of village oldens and offér;
necessary guidance in case of social tensions. Now the Panc
administration has bécome an accepted factor ahd the Pancﬁz
can settle even some major disputes. Only those dispuéas be
the scope of tho Panchayat to settle, are sent to the Cot
15.2. The village Namani Borpomua falls within the juris
diction of Jenraimikh Gaon Panchayat and Kamalabari Develop
Block. Ona member from this village represent the Gaon Pang
The Gaon'Panchayat and the Development Block have been pro'
noecesgsary helps to the villagers in soc;e-economiﬁ deVeLO:
16. Marketing Facilities : ' \ 3

16.1, Jenraimukh Tinali is the only nearest marketing
place of the village. Besides one weekly market (hat) at
Phulani, lying at a distance of 5 km. from the village off
some marketing facilities to the villagers. Paddy, Mustafﬂ

of the 1mp6rtant products .which the villagers offer for_ér

There are two small grocery. shops in the village oroviding

to-day needs. The price of some consumer.goods which are &
locally produced are very high due to difficult communiqai
and transport system. The price of some essential commodit

prevalent in the village in May/June, 1975 is given in Tat




Prices of Certain Essenti al COmmoditie
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Table 2.4

Borpomua , ggg . 1975.

in Namani

Commodities

Standard Unit

Prices(Rs.)

1. Paddy
2. Rice
Arharp
Mosur
Matikalai
Mustard 0il
Kerosine
Salt
Sugar .
10.Milk
11.Potato
12.0nion
13.80ap
14.Tea
15.Mateh Box

Per quintal
= Gl
Per Kg.
o -
Lvdo. s
Per Litre
Mol
Per Kg.
witdo =
Per Litre
Per Kg.
S o =
G
- do -

Bach

125.00
225.00 - 5@0.00
4.00
3.50
2.25
10.00
1.2Q
0.75
5.00
2.00 - 2.50
1.50
1.50 - 2.00
5.00
12.00
0.15




CHAPTER III

Demographic ‘Features

I. Population by Famil Q2
1.1. Namani Bropohua, consists of 109 households with
a total population of 1155 (505 male and 551 female ) at
the time of investigation in May/June, 1975. Of the 109

~ households in the village 104 hougeholds belong to Mishing
Community and out of the rest of 5 households 4 households
belong to Scheduled Caste (Kaivarta) and 1 to Nepali Community.
These 5 househ>lds belonging to other.than Mishing Community
are lnhabiting in the village temporarily for business
purposes. For socio-economic analysis, these non-Mishing
households are also taken into account. The average SiZQ of

the houschold is 10, 3.

»

Tae. Pt of 109"fexilids dn the' villaga, 53 Helona

to Joint families. Of the rest 56 families, 49 afe of nuclear
type and only 7 families belong to special type. In a Joint
family the husband, wife adi married children reside together
whereas a nuclear family consists of husband, wife and their
unmarried children., A Special family gonerally conforms to
a Joint family but unliRe a Joint family, a special family
eonsists of relatives who live together as members of the
family.

1.3. The distributi§n of households and population

by size and family type of the village Namani Borpomua is
shown in Table 3.1. The size of the families variés from 3 o
29, The average size of a family in the village is 10.6, but

the average size of a family in thefJoint and Special

families excceds the average size of the families in the
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village and arc 13.6 and 10.9 respectively. The average
‘!w‘f size for a nuclear families . is 7.4.
\l / 2. Distribution of Population by Age and Sex
il 2,1.  The distribution of population by age ani sex
|WIg the village is shown in Table 3.2 which reveals that
persons or 34.G0 per cent of the total population in the
il village are of 10 years or below, In this villago‘ﬁho ea
;i ’ age and'oidlage dependency (below 11 years and above GO
of age) together constitute only 38 41 per cent of the
Il population and the rest in the age-group 11 to 6O years
H7 considered as labour force. The children of the Mishing
after attgining the age of 10 years are generally .employ
in household werks..

il Dl Table 3.2 shows that the sex-ratio in Namani B

is 91 females per 100 males which is slightly highdr tha
. that of Sibsagar Distrlct (39) and Assam (90) according

1971 Census and this rabio can be sald Lo be uormal. The

i groups between 13 and 20 years which is due to exlstene

|

MWi . humber of fomaleg is higher than that of males in the age
n

p'y a large number of unmarried girls in the village. -

i | 3, Maritel)Statiss:s

Bkt Ohe distribution of populatiOn by age, stx and

Vi: merital statuq is shown in Table 3.3. Barly marriage is

generally disfavoured . It is interesting to note that

tribal village a 1arge number of grown up boys and girl

the age group of 18 - 30 years have remained unmarried.

.‘ ' is only onec married woman below the age of 15 years, W
|

considered quite exceptional. The humber of married male

females is equal in the village. There ig only :: one
in the village with two wives at the timg of investigat

but the addition of a married maie servant from a diffe:
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village who has left his wife in his own village makes the
number of married males and females equal in the village
at the time of survey. There arc 5 widowers, 19 widows in
the village mostly in the higher age group. Widowers or
widows in thg younger age are generally remarried and that
is why widowers or widows in the younger age group is almost
nil. Divorce cases are rare. There were only two cases of
divorce, one of male and the other of fomale in the village
at thq time of bench mark survey.

4. Educational Status :

4.1, Table 3.4 shows the distribution of population in
the village by age and educational status. As stated earlier
there is one Junior Basic School within the village and one
Govt.(Aided H.E. School and an Arts College are situated at
8 distance of 2} km, from the village. The pupils of Naman:
Borpomua can have education upto College level in and around

the village,

Table 3.4

tribution of Population by Sex_and Tjucational
Statug, Namani Bcrpomuaﬁ Majuli. Assam, 1975.

BEducational CGhildren |« | Adults B ek
status below 18 yrs, i
: : Male renale Male Female
Illiterate 199 201 130 230 760
= {(65.:75)
Literate 10 5 74 al'7 106
- (9.17)
Primary 83 35 19 5, 143
Standard (12 37)
M.E.Standard 8 G 20 16
: (4,32)
Matric Standard 3 4 39 31 Sl
(6.66)
Matriculate/ - - 7 - 7
HOSATL O (0.60)
I.A./P.U. - - 9 - 9
_ - (0.78)
Graduate - - 3 - 3
5 (0.23)
Post Graduate - - i - 1
' Y £0.09) .

Total Z08 W psey TApET W T oo dee L@




‘ ‘H 0 5 - .39 —

total population in the

4,2, About 35.75 per cent of the
per cent are 1iterate

village are i1literate and the rest 34.25

The percentage of 1iteracy of the village is
23,72 per

: and educated.
it much higher than that of Assam as a whole which is

i : cent according to 1971 Census. It is noteworthy %o have 3

‘& graduates and 1 post-graduate degree.holders in an interior
*i 1 tripal village. The Principal of Jonraimukh College is from
Pq this village and one M.B.B.S. doctor from this village is
% ' gorving in Nagaland. Several students of this village are
of the State

taking science education in 1ifferent colleges

i 4.3 The number of school golng children in the village

it at the time of survey ig shown in Table 3.5. out of 495

it
boys and girls in the age-group of 5 to 20 years in the village

Table 3:5..

Distribution of students Accroding to Age-groups and

T 2 Bducational StatuiéNamani Borpomua, Majuli, Assam,

b . Bge-groups STITATY M.E. Matric PLU /S |
1l (Yaamshil o standanrd ; A
| iy 11 R F. M. T F.

5 - 10 T R o i gk
11 - 16 29 5 3 2 i - -
16 - 20 T A B 5 19 a0l 2 -
21 - 25 v - - 1 2 2 4 6 -
26 - 30 - - - - - 2k -
i 31 - 85 al; - - - - - -
il T BEl b, A0e 28 18 10 1

J only 156 were attending school or colleges at the time of

survey. Out of total 175 stulents who were attending schools

and colleges, 100 or 57.14 per cent were in the primary




— a0

school. It may be noted in this connection that some of the
Mishings do not send some of their children to school ﬁecause
they want their help in cultivation. '

5. LBeonomic Status

541, | The total working force and labour force of the
village population are shown in Table 3.6. Tho economic status
0fttﬁe villagers is divided into three categories viz. =
worker, helper and non-worker. A person who participate
activeiy in economically gainful activities ag wholetime

is considered as worker and who is partly engaged in such
activitios 1s termed as helper. Those who are not engaged

in econowmic pursults are considered as non-workers. Most of
the helpers are school-going children. Some minor school
going children, incapable and dependent persons are also
inc;uded in the category of non-workers. The Mishing children
are generally strong and stout and they are capable of doinz
important houschold works oven at the age of 10 years and
ﬁ:ofefcre dll'beréons between the.age group of 10 to 60 years
ara'considered as labour force in the village. Bvery member
of the family 1ncluding .the children would have to do daily

: routine works allotted to them by the Head of the household.
Table 3.6 shown that workers together with helpers constitute
about 74 per cent of the total population of the'villagg.
5.2, Table 3.5 reveals that the total number of workers
and helpers in tho village is 505 and 250 respectively and
the rest 301 are non-workers. Sei distribution by economic

. status shows that the number of female workers is about equal
to-thét of male workers which is due to the fact that in a
tfibai society generally the females take equal part in

economic activities like the males.
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Table 3.7 ol
Working Force by Zconomic Statys and Labour Force
Namanj Borpomua, Majuli, Eﬁﬁ&l@l& i
Eategory

Disbribution of SexHal
Mais

Female otal ~
A, WQ;_I,;ing Force 3
l.Workers ;
(a) Number 305 300 605
(b)) P.C. of totay ) fedus
working force 35.67 35.09 70.75
2:Helpors )
(a) Numbor 136 114 250
(b) P.c.of Working '
force 15.90 L3031t 29.24
3. gota; Workin : ; 201
Force il
(2) Number 441, 44 . ghs
(b) P.C.of total SR G 18,43 ’ 100.00
Bl Labgug Forge . .
(a) Number 3344 348 712
(M) p.c. or working i
to laboyr force l21.15 118.38 119,94
C. Average working foree ;
ber family of average si-
sizq 10.6 4,0 3.8 78

Labour fop ce includes a1l bersons within
the age-group 10 - 60 year

the persons within the age-

8TOup of 10 to go Years. The total humber of persons in the




T | S AL
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! ‘, compared to the totélfﬁumber of labour force which stands
at 712. This is because cf the fact that there are some
helpers below the age of 10 years. The percentage of working
}[92. for to potential labour force i; wgrkgd‘ogt‘to'bo at 119.9%4,
) Al i The average size 6f.tﬁe working force per household of an

i P =

R ' 'évéx}age,i‘fgmlly.of.lo.ﬁ is 7.8,

W 6. Qccupational Groupe::

F | G.l. The basis of deternining the ocdupation of a

$ household is income sources. In selecting the occupation of
ﬁ a particular household, the :  source contributinglthe

highest income is considered as primary occupation and others
| as subgidiary occupations. P
1t GO Occupations are broadly divided into two groups
(a) Agricultural and (b) Non-Agricultural. Again, agricultura
oécupation is sub-divided into two occupationg such as (a)
ﬁ‘i Ownér Cultivator and (b) Agricult ural Labour. Non-Agriculturs
occupation to is divided into sub-groups such as (a) Trade,
| Commerce amd Transport and (b) Salacied Job. The occupational
i pattern of Namani Borpomua generally conforms to the. .
§ f ' genoral occupational pattern of a plain village of-Assam
which is usually characterised by the dominance of agricul tur
Rl Table 3.8 shows that about 95.80 per cent of the total
i population in the village are engaged directly or
Andireetly in agricultural occupations while only 3.20 per
céﬁt are ompiéfealin non-agricultural occupations. Out of
95.80 per cont of the total population in the village,
© 95.94 per cent are owner cultivators whiéh signifies dpmiqanu
of agriculture in cconomic pursuits of the villagers. Only
10 personé in © the village are agricultural labourers. All

|

wlu, . the persons in the oceipation of "Trade, Commerce and
|

|

|
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Transportn belong to hon-Mishing community and they are
Settling in the village only fop the business of fish and
fishing netg, f

A Gead From the economic point of view - the association

indicatos the Oceupational structyre of the village, It ig to
be noted that in addition to the primary occupation, a person
may directly or indirectly be associated to one or more other
occﬁpations which are considered as subsidiary. A picture
relating to the distribution of househo1d according to the
number of occupations associated in %he village Namani :
Borpomua ig Presented in Table 3,9, Only 50 households (45.83%)
of the village have singleg occupation vhich ig agriculture,
Iable 3.9
Distribution of Houscholds dccording to Number of

Occupations Assoaiated,ﬁamani Borpomua,iajuli
4gsam, 1975,

Occupation Combination T WoTer BiGE

hougeholds

1.8ingle Occupation 50 - 45,88
2. Associateqd With ong

Occunation 44 40.37
3. Associated with two

Occupationg 1z 11.00
4, 4ssociated with threo

Occupations . 3 2,75
W“‘:_‘_ R o ISy s, 9001~

Out of the remaining 59 households 4% households (140.37%)
have morg than one occupation and only 3 households (2.75%)
have three oceupations, Most of the subsidiapy Occupations

followed by the villagers ‘are business.,




CHAPTER IV
Economic Resources

I, Intgoduct;gg :

1.1, The guantum and nature of economic resources

Possessed by the villagers show their economic condition to

 a great extent. The economy of Namani Borpomua villaze ig

primarily based on agriculture ang héndé all the resources

relating to agriculture such as land, livestock, tools ang

implements, labour, capital, ete. aro discussed in this

chapter.

2.'2111agc Land Its Ounership and Utiligatibg :

2ols Ryotwari system of lang tenure =

in Namani Borpomua. Almogt all the land in the village ape

of "Aksona Pattalang (Khiraj-annual - 1and“hndor annual

lease) oxcept 1.47 hectares which are o Myadi patta land
OF RS Db, (ot tlomsn ot 50 pehns Tedaat There

is no Nisﬁi-Khiraj '(half Tevenue paying) or &akhiraj

(Revenue frgg) land in the village. But the iillagers

‘cultl vate in © me Government land known as Torjubad land,

Torjubad lani were once cultivable lang posseésed by the

cultivators but they ‘abandoneq their ownership of such lands

due to their inability to cultivate them for)sémeAngtural

hazards such as floodg ete., ang - thus they were exempted

from paying lang revenue for such land. But Occasionally

they are allowed by the Government to cultivate such land

for a short time by paying the land revenue,

2.2, It is to be noted that the villagers of Namani

Borpomug besides POssessing land in their own digtrict
(Sibsagar district), also possess some lan

d in Lakhimpur
district.

Out of 408.04 hectares of lang owned by the villagers,

system is prevailed
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ﬁy:homestead and orchards. Ié is true that some areas
covered: by homestead and orchard are cultivable ang:in
1fsuqh areas gonerally garden crops are grown. But it is
“‘diffiéulé to distinguish such cultivable land from the
‘areas covered by homestead and therefore, are considered as
:non-cultivablo. There is no cultivable waste land in the
' ‘willage but thore afe 7.70 hostares land in the. village
which are considered as current fallow. Out of 408.04 hectare
of total land,ownéd, the total net arca sown in the village
is Béog4l hectares. Total area sown more than once is

80.26 hectaros.

8¢5, Mixed cropping is an usual pattern of agriculture

in the village. Out of 360.41 hectares of not area sown in:
the village, 130. 27 hectares are covered by mixed crops
which are usually _g_ and Ahu paidy. Almost, all the
households in the village practise mixed cropping..

246, The land ownership by occupational class is shown
in Tgblej@kzt It is seen from the. Table that 99 per cent

of the é'otal land in the village are owned by the 100 '
households of owner cultivators. Other occupational claSSes
in the villaae have got very little cconomic signhificance
in land ownership. The owner cultivators are dominating
.tﬁe village economy in all aspects.

3. Operational Holdings s

3.1. Operational holdings, here 1nclude the land owned
by the villagers plus Government 1ands cultivated by the
villagers andland taken on lease, minus land 1easeq out to
others. The distribution of operational holding by size

¢ group is shown in Table 4. 3. fgriculture being the main
occupation of the villagers, all the households in the
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village excépﬁjthé landless have operational.holdings.Table
'4.3 reveals the average size of operational holdihgs. About

55 per cent of the total househoids, in the size group of 2-4
hectares have dceupied 44.13 per cent ofﬁtotal operationa]
holdings in the village, The avefage size of' operational
Bolding of the villegs as a whole 15 3,50 hectares,

3.2, The‘ﬁistribution of operationa]l holding'by occupation
1s shown in Table 4.4. The operétional holding is highest -
among thevbwnqr cultivators with 3,7g hoétages as the average
sizo. Leased éut land in the wvillage is qulte insignificant
and only one household of Agricultural Labour class hag

leased out 0.54 hectares of cultivable lang,

TR Bolding pattern inthe villago
is found to be safisfactory. Buﬁ the crops dre affected more

or less by flssds in the summer}and hence the owner cultivatops
t90 uge the Govt. langg for eultivation, ;

4. Agricultural Toolg ang Inoloments :

A, Cultivation in Namant Borpottua 1is done in the

traditional method and henee all the tools ang implements
Used in cultivation ape of traditional type. Important
agricultural to0ls ang implements possﬁsséd by'the villagefs
Of Namani B&rpomua are wooden ploughs, sbades,’;ee-drill,
harrow, sickl@, khanti, ete. Boat is a1gs rogarded as
agricultural imploments s 1t is used 1in harvasting paddy
erops osp@ciaily during the time of floods.fpaddy cultivation
in the viliage is generally dong by broadcasting method and
therefore, the use of seed-drill ang hand spade by a1l the
Villagers is essential fop Weeding the crops. Bullock carts
are used for carrying the produyce from the :flelds ang for

marketing thom in nearby markets. The Mishings useq only

pr———




&V°9 v5°0 Tv°09€  S99°89€ 60T ¢ TBjog

-

quoﬂuwaomdamcoapmnogo :
Teao], mcmmMpnoz LUBT*3400

= e S6°0 S6°0 T qor paTIeTEg
- -— - - 9 qaodsueag
% ooaoumo) ‘epeal
91°3 ¥8°0 €9°2 L6°3 2 Incqey TedngInoTISY
ge'v =~ =i Eot¥ses erovoe Hoon . J03BAT3TNO JIoUMQ
UOTJEATETRO
TeUOSIDd PueT
ut qno Jepun LUeT pouno
19sga] Tposeoq voumQ Te3o],
: *H°H
PUBT 3TqrATI TN Jo*oN SSBTD TeuoIlgednoog
SZ6L TTINlER

TUBWRN *SOSSBT) ,_”.maow,p.mmﬁooo Aq SSUTPICH [euOTIjBa0d() DUB dTysaoung

7'y OTqeL

b

|
il
it 1

i




- 55 ~.
home=processed rice and for processing the rice the mor tar
and pestle (Ural) is used. Bach household in the village has
atleast one 'Ural!. ]
4.2.° ' The distribution ih number.gnd value of agricultural
tools and implements by occupational classes is shown in Table
- 4.5, Out of 109 households in the village, 100 houscholds
belonging to the ocaipational class of owner culbivator
possess most of the tools and imblements. '
4.3, It is to be noted that the number.and quality of
agricultural tools and implements bear a close relationship
W1th the ‘size of holdings, Table 4.5 shows the distribution
of tools and implements according to the size group of
operational holdings which reveals that the households in the
higher size-groups possess higher number of tools ani
.1mplements. A1l the houscholds in the size groups of holdings
abavo 2 hectares have more than two ploughs and spades in
average. In case of other taols anaimplements t20, these
households have possessed more than others.

5. L:vgstock

84l ¢ In rural agricultural econony of Assam plains,

'

‘where'traditional meth od of cultivation is practised, the
"yole of cattle and buffaloss is quite important. Cattle,
buffaloes and plgs are important livestock population of
the village. Besides these, one houschold in the villave
‘has’ posgossed one elephant and three horses. Bullocks are
used in dréwing ploughs and carts but the buffaloes

(both he-buffaloes a nd she-buffaioes) are used only in
drawing ploughs. The 'elephant is also omployed in drawing
cart and heavy wooden logs. For tranSporting some hoavy
materials from one place to other the villagers hire the
elaphant. The horse in also used in carrying both man and

‘materials from osne place to ather.
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Shay 4s they donot take milk Tegularly, the Mishings

; They always ﬁry tﬁfmake the bull-cais
ealthy by feeding sufficient milk go
draws plough in gpe field in fyuture,

posSessed-sufficiént mumber of mileh

buffaloes, keep one, milkman of otpep eommunity to mijl

them ang , to sell the milk, ] ¢ K
5.3, ALl the livestock an
- t

The.poultry;birds of the

. Village arg aig, of indigenous breed, A37 the households in

the viliage $085688 poultry bingg,
5.4. . : 5 Table 4_.

pulaﬁioﬁ 1n_the'village, the

592 Bumbons, (and tRey oun a1y

Other livestock pf the Villageg, Ekqept'the 2 houscholds 1n

the dccupation clags op "Agricul turay Labourern who have

posséSSGQj4.cattle'and’i'pig,

\\

Occeupational claggeg owned
5¢5,

L no livestock at all,
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CHAPTER Vv

Economic Activities :

I+ Introduction :

141, In the precedirg chapter, a discuSSion ‘about some
of the economic resources possessed by the villagers of
Namani Borpomua has been made, In this chapter some economic
activities with which the villagers are aésociated are dis-
cussed. EBconomice adtivities relate mainly to eultivation
and pattern of disposal of cerops and some other activities

such as handicrafts etc,

2. Grop Patborn :
i Paddy (Ahu, Bao and Sgli) as fooq crop and mustard

as cash crob are tho main field crops of the village Namani .
Borpomua. Ahu paddy cultivation is generally done in a
mixture with Bao paddy in the village but sometimes 1t is
cultivated as‘mono¥cr0p. Mustard is usually cultivated as
the second cropi in the Sali paddy land by most of the
viliagors. Transplanting of Sali paddy is not regular in the
village due to frequent @ occurance of floods during the
Kharif season. Unlike Sali paddy, Bao paddy cultivation is
less liable to flood waters (discussed in details in the
first chapter.) Apart ffom these two important fleld crops,
the villagers produced some other field and_garden crops
such ag Matikalai(Blackgram), . Tobacco, Potato, Onion,

i Vegetables, etec. The relevant data Tregarding cropped area,
‘production and value of gome important crops grown in the
‘vi3Bagolate given'in Table 5.1. Table 5.1 shows that the
aroa'under Paddy viz. Ahu, Bao and Sali, is 472.97 hoctaress
or 8L.96 per cent of the total cropped area of the village.
Of this, the Ahu paddy cultivation alone éovers 272.37 hectareg
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[
W [ :
'Mf1 m; Or 47.20 per cont of the cropped area which are mainly mixed
| i i ‘
aﬂ] i il and double cropped area. Next to paddy, the cultiv tion of
i ?g‘ I ) i
m {[j Table 5.1
i |
‘1 (it Area,pProduction and Value of Crops Namani
o il ’ 9
iz‘: '[ | - mw&m
|0 " Crops Area Output Value
i‘ i<[ (Hectares ) (Quintals) (Rupees )
i | . ; AL
4 I 3 5 : 5 . &
4| ali padd 26.85 463.51 49680
“. li 1!’ b : (5.29)
|
| Il - frdd | .
Bl |1 Bao Paddy 173.75 3299.46 353640
g k” fif % ¥ g i (37 .66)
- Ahu Paddy 272.37 5097.16 410280
It \H R : ' (43.69)
! | Ii . »
il i Mustard . 97.67 : 438.14 . 88050
}\w 1‘ : . 3 (9.38)
M| 1 © Matikalai 4.99 30.98 4150
] ! i . '(0.44)
{1tk Potato 6.93 107.12 11480
i il o _ (1.22)
i il Onion 0.31 Lialbi 140
i I . : , (0.02)
l il Tobacco Vg5 a6 5.38 2765
-'l“ !\‘ / (0.30)
{il| Witk Vegetables - : i 18805
lﬂ‘ JM (2-00)
TR 5
i —
*m\ i Total : - : - 938990
“;!m
I s :
i
,’V‘H . Mustard covers 97.67 hectares of 16.97 per cent of total
il (i cropped area of the village. All the crops grown-in‘thev
fu:i | village are of local varieties. H.Y.V. is not yet introduced
Rl | 18t
*'1L in the village. Besides the crops as shown in Table 5. 1y the
Fﬁ‘jiﬁ villagers also grow some quantity of other garden crops such
[ i -
f@ 1;w betelnuts, mango, papaya, banana, etc. Due to difficulties of
i ,;i | '
| 1 il \‘
li-i‘!‘j
A
( ‘ “I‘\
ll“ “ I
| 1
1 I
(1
A
i
\L m  — - -




eollecting data on this aspect, the area under the garden
Crops could not be given, of course, the soil condition of

the village is rnot much suitable for growing such garden o

erops .
3. Broduction and_Yield of Crops,
Sale} Agriculture in the village is traditional. Bullocks

and qufaloes are draught animalg used in agriculture,
Agriéultural tools and implements used by the cultiQétors
of the village are also traditional. Not a single househdld
in the village hag cultivated H.Y.V, of paddy at the time of
investigation. The cultivators in the village can préduce _
enough paddy every year by cultivating the looal varieties
through traditional methog and that might be the primary
reason for non-adoption of H,Y.V. péddy. Most of the villagers '
remain fully engaged at the time of cultivation and they may - ,d
not like to bear the burden of additional works involved
by the introduction of H YoV, raddy. :
3.2, - Data relating to area, yield and value of some Aﬂ
‘maJor Crops grown: in the village according to size groups

of operational holding area given in Table 5.2. Paddy and

-

Mustard are cultivated by all the households in the

village except the landless, After paddy and mustard,

blackgram and potato eultimation occupy a significant position.
Per hectare production of paddy and mustard is shown in

Table 5.3 which shows that per hectare production of Sali,

Ahu and Bao paddy is almost equal. Soils of the village

are made fertile by flood waters every year by depositing
alluvium and thefefore they are suitabple for cultivation

of paddy in (- all seasons of the year. The cultivators of 15

Nemani Borpomua prefer the cultivation of Ahu and Bao paddy
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Table5.3
Per Hectare Output of Paddy by Famm
Slze, Memani Borpomua, 1974-75.
{arm Size Sali padd Bao paddy  Ahu paddg Mustard
Hectares ) (Quintals (Quintalsg (Quintala) (Quintals)
Landless —— L o5 —
Below 1 ha. 27.65 7.94 19.49 5.99
1w g 29.00 25.00 = 21.35 4.77
2-4 17.06 20.08 19.02 4.84
4wl 1404 | 17.45 18.69 3.70
6l kii8 an 19.00 ey ' 16.59 3.69
8 o 10 " 16 '70 16058 17 080 5030
10 - 12 13.82 18.42 31.59 5.93
“Tobaibs’ | 1Egze 18098 BRIt | Vage

rather that Sali paddy cultivation. The disadvantages of Sa;i
paddy cultivation in that aren have already been discussed
in the first chapter. The per hectare yield of Ahu paddy is
highér than Sali paddyr in some cases in Majuli, which 1s
only due to favourable soil-climatic conditions for this
crop. The per hectare production of mustard is not

satisfactory and it is dﬁe to damages done by pests and

insects that year. In the year, 1974, although‘whole of
Majuli was badly affected by floods of the Brahmaputra
rivef but the village Namani Borpomua was comparatively
free from it. The floods of the river Subansiri generally
create havocs to Namani Borpomua. In the year 1974, paddy
_ crops’ of 7.70'hectares of land were damanged by floods,

of which 3.78 hectares were of Sali paddy and 3.92 hectares
were of Ahu paddy;
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4, Relative Preference to C:dps ;
4.1. ﬁice being the staple food, the villagers
invariably prefer to the cultivatien of paddy to other
crops. Rice-beer (Apong) is a popular drink among thel
Mishings and they consider it essential like rice. Some.

of them also believe that rice-beer is an'essential item

of food for maintaining good health and for performing

hand work. For preparing rice-beer, the Mishing use a huge
quantity of rice; Tnis,is also another ‘cause for putting
more stress on padd&tcultivation by‘the Mishing. Nex; te_
paddy, the cultivation of Mustard as cash erop occupies en'
important place in the village which is only due to .
advantageous soil—climatic conditions. As mustard is used for
preparation of mustard oil ‘which i an essential edible OLTL
not only for Assam but for the whole Northern India, 1t has
got a wide market . Other crops such as Matikalai Potato,
Tobacco, Onion, Yegeuables, etc., are grovn by the villagers :
partly for home consumption and partly for sale. The. Mishing
generally use vegetables with rice in large. quartity and
hince all the families in the village produce some vegetables.
They also celieet'a rariety.of wild‘vegetaples for home
consumption. They hardly purchasc: vegetables ° - from the
market for domestic consumption. Among Pulses, the Mishing
prefer Matikalai more to others and they produce it by
themselves.“

_nmt_sm_mm
5.1, Precise analysls of input-output ratio of the
crops is not possible due to lack of reliable data of some
items of input. Input in agriculture means cost of seeds,

fertilisers and manures,- family labour and bullock 1abourers,
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hired human and bullock labour, charges of irrigation and
~ bired agricultural tools and implements, ete. But inputs in
ag;iqulfure of the village Namani'Bofpomué consist mainly
the cqstS.qf seeds and payment to perman
agg;cu;turg.

ent labour engaged in
-The use of fertilisers and manures in the field
crqps,ig nil due to natural fertility of soils. The
availabiiity of family labour makes ‘the use of hired casual
labours in agriculture almost insignificant .in the village.
The cost of family labour and the cost of maintenance of
owned bullocks are excluded from accounting of inputs in

the village due to lagk of reliable data.

G Input-output analysis of two major crops of the

village by farm sizes viz.
Table 5

paddy ‘and mustard, is given in
+4 which reveals that the total value of input and

output of paddy and mustard are Rs.47,348.00, Rs.7,238.00

and:8,13,060.00,! Bs 488, 050,00 pespectively. ald trgi s productive

co-efficient (output divided by input) works out to be 17.17
and 12,16 respectively. In case of paddy t he use of ihpﬁt
per hectare.exceeds Rs.100.00 in the size groups of holdings.
1 to 3.99 hectares which ig due te employment of wage labours
in farming by some households in that size group of holding.
In case of Mustard the per hectare use of input is

almost equal in all size groups of holding.

6. Disposal of Crops :

6ol ’Although there is no important marketing place for

disposal of agricultural products near at the village, the
Surplus producers can easily dispose them either at their '
own residence or at Jenraimukh Tinali to the needy poor {
people of the surrounding villages and to the businessmen.
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Sale of agricultural ecrons includes Paddy and Mustard,
Disposal of crops by size groups of operational holdings
in the village is shown in Table 5.5 which reveals that

5.88 per cent of total prodnction of' paddy and 77.21 per
cent of Mustard were sold in the year 1974-75 Other crops
sold by the villagers are Matikalai, -Potato and Vegetables.
62 It is generally difficult to find out the gross
or net income from cultivation psecisely_on the basis of
data collected by interview method. In Table 5.5 an attempt
~ 1s made to find out the balance available for consumption
by deducting from the total pnoduction the quantity offered
for sgle. In case_of vegetables due to non-availability
Wor quéntum,‘only the value in rupees has‘been inserted.
- The balance quantity available for consumption'which is
arrived at by deducting the total quantity disposed of

from the total production includes seeds also.

7. Handloom_ELodust: : : ?r' o
donn. E . Almost all the Mishing w0men are expert in weaving .

There were 221 throw shuttle looms in the ‘village at the
time of irvestigation and the average loom per household
was more than 2. The maximun number o: looms possessed by
otie household was 8. Anobher thres households in the
village possessed more than 4 lopms.each and 7 households
had 4 looms each. Only 11 households 1n the village i.e.
D households belonging to Mishing communit y and 6 households
on Non-Mishing commurity possessed no 1ooms. These
‘households without looms follow the subsidery occupations
. such as cerpentry, fitter and fishing net making ete. All
: the households belonging to the Scheduled caste have

adopted makirg of fishing net as a main source of income.

In Mdshing socieuy the number of looms possessed by a
l". ..i 5 e -
;
i
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R
household depends upon the number of adult women and girls:
of the family. '

7.2. . The Mishing women prepare major part of their

necessary dresses at their own looms. Some women produce
clothes for sale too. Handloom weaving provides regular
part-t:l.me employment to the womenflok of the village. In
fac‘t the women folk of the Mishing spend their leisure time
in .?fche l'ooms- The looms for a number of households are
gerreralléy located in a central place and unde_:r a. co;nmoh:
shed. This offers the womanfolk an- opportuni't'y' to assemple
together when they' can discuss about the village affairs
intimately. Mekhela, W,-M, Dhuti, Qaﬁ_oj_a,, ete.
are. the ﬁsual products produced by the Mishing women at their
looms. SOmetimes fancy shirtings and blouse pieces are also
prqduced. M_I:liln 'is a very valuable and durable traditional
bla.nket produced by the Mishing community at their looms .
The: price of piece of Mirijim varies from Rs. 850.00 to
Rs. 600.00 depending upon its quartity and size. Mirijim is
a very durable product and it lasts upto.. 20 years or pore.
Preparation of a piece of Mipijim is 8:.180 not an easy ‘task.
In'preparation of 1t a woman would have to:l)e'zengaged
atleast for 2 months. All the neceseary rav.;v'materials for
preparing a Mi:ci.ﬁm are purchased from the market., Every
Mishir.g household rears Em;l._ worms at their homes and can
prepare very fine Bndi Chadders and Mekhelas at their
looms. Epdi-Chadders and Mgkn_]_as, which. are woven i.n
mixture ‘,with Muga yarn are very smooth and valuable. .

a0 - Distribution of hardloom §producte iécco'rding ‘to
occupational classes is shown in Table 5.6. It sihows the
que.ntity and value af handloom products ‘produced by the

. villagers.for one year. Most of the articles thus produced
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Table 5.7

T
~
00
1

o S onmuommw oH. mmunwooa Products by Occupational Classes,Namani Borpomua,
‘ B tnte o Yo < : Majuli, 1974-75.
T B m : s ‘.M. oA a :
. cgﬁumﬁwoum“_. Hw&. - Bed=-cover .» Dhuti Gomosa. Mekhela Chadder Mirijim Others
ch.mmom ; oumnmou. s (Towal) . )
c‘ Ry2s Lo o Vet O. WA Co VS @. Vs V. Cl Ve ﬁo 5, Ve #
5 ﬁzo u Awm.v (No.) Awm.w (No.) (Rs.) (Wo.) (Rs.) (No.) (Rs.) Qo ) (Rs.) (No.) AWm\.rw,mmmov (Rs.)
osﬁmu v ] SN Y
O.H_.&H<m&ou.. .H_. “\.mwmw.o. O.o 15 136.00 2 14.00 21 105.00 12 65.00 18 109.00 3 1200.00 135 mwﬂos
-
H.m,aoﬁ. £ ~= e R - - - - - - - - = - — == -
.uu.m@o snossmn.oo, =
& .E..mbmwoun ‘ - - - - - - - - - - - = ==
mmwmuwc% qow 24 R Es == — = et e = e == Ls ==
 Total 1 e A7 136.00 8 1400 2L 105.00 13  65.00 18 100.00 3  1200.00
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are meant for domeétic usé by the members of. the fa_mily:
But in some cases,. some families have taken weaving on a
commercial basis where surplus female labour is available.
Table 5.7 shows the disposal of handloom products of the
village by occupational classes. Only the occupational class
of 'Owner Gultivators‘ 1n ‘the village could sale handloom
products produced, at home in that year. All the families

of this occupational class belong to the Mishing commumty
and these families are financially well-to-do in the v‘.’t,llag
and have got necessary surplus female labours for the ~"

pUTpOSe ..




CHAPTER VI

Income, Bxpenditure and Ievel of Living ¢

I. Introduction :

1.1. The economic activities of the village are
discussed in the previous Chépters and this Chapter deals
with income, expenditure and level of living of the people

of the village Namani Borpoﬁua. Income and expenditure of

a particular household for a particular period indicate the
cconomic condition of the household for that period.Similarly,
the total village - income and expenditure in different items
show the standard of living of the pecople of the village

to a great extent. A

1.2. ~ But. the main prdblem~of_§epicting a fair picture
mw@fﬂannual income and‘expenditure of a village is the paucity
of accurate and reliablec data. The data on income and expen-
diture presehted in this chapter are ¢ollected from the
villagers on interview method. On the other hand, the villagers
afe not in the habit of keeping accounts of income and
‘expenditure. The respondant might also overéstimate or
under-estimate the quantum of income and expenditure..
Despite such difficulties, attempts have been made to

present a fairly reliable picture of income and expendituré
of the villagers and their. level of living. :

2. Yillage Income : _ _

2. The term 'village income' here means the sum total
of thg value of goods and services produced by the indiyidual
villagers or by their ageﬁts during a referencé period.In
calculating the.village income, the value of crops grbwn by

the villagers and théﬂfemuneration_ofwprofessions and
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services are taken into account. But some items such as

firewood collected from- the 3ungle for household consumption,
fish caught and domestic or wild animals and birds killed for
home consumption, the value of which can hardly be calculated
are excluded from the assessment of both income and expenditure-

Hence the total annual income asscssed is gross income rather

than net income. ihe. net income could not be calculated as

data on depreciation and other cost items are not available.
2 2. ; The percentage distribution of village income by
sources and occupqtlonal clagses is presented in Table 6. 1.j

Tapble 6.1

Percentage Distribution of Village Income from Different
Sources by Occupatiﬁnal Classes,Namani Borpomua,
Majuld, 1975

Sources of i Occupational Classes 0
Income Owner . Aeri. Trade, Salaricd Jotal

Cultivator Labour Commerce & Job
' Transport

To.of
H.H. 100
1.4griculture

(a)Cultivation

of crops 8l.14
(b)Horticul— ki

ture 0.34
(¢ )Live-

stock &

poultry 4.04
(a)Agri.

wages (O} kAl

Sub-Total of -
Agrieulture 85.63
2.Arts &

crafts 6.04
3.Trade, commerce

& transport 4.02
4,Prof.&

service . 2.41 - -
5.8alary . 1.80 - 73.31
6, Non-Ag . 2 :

0.10 o e e
Sub-total of 14.37 4.08 5 77 .42
nop-agriculture .

Grand Total 100,00 100.00 . 100.00
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Table 6.2

. Distribution of Village Income from Differont
Sources by Octupational Classes,Namani
Borpomua, Majuli, 1975. ,

( In Rupees )

A RS

Sources of Occupational Classes’
Income . o x
AE T Owner Ag . Irade, Salaried  Total
i © cultivator Ilabour Commerce & job
) Transport
iiNo.of B ; .
I3k S irpaly 100 2 6 g
l.Agriculture
(a)Cultivation iy b
of crops = 763700 2740 875 850 L 768165
- (b)Horti- ki od Thitks 5 o
culture 3236 [ == - 3236
(c)live- :
stock & 4t ‘ . :
poultry 38033 —_— - e 38033
(d)Agri.. ' - Faas
wages 1015 4260. 360 - 5635
Substotal < 805984 | 7000 | 1285 .. 880 . 815089
of Agriculture&ggﬁgg) (0.33)  (0.18) (0i32) £160.00)
2.Arts & :

crafts 56825 294 1100 165 - 58374

3.Trade, commerce

& transport 37800 -~ ® 16650 -— 54450
4.Prof.& 01 ; ' ;

services 22640 - — - 22640
5.8alary 16925 e S 2760 19685
G.Non-ag.x ¢ \

wages 1000 . -- = - SR 000
Sub-total 135190 204 17750 2015 . 156149
of non-ag. (86.58) (0.19) (11.37) (1.86) - (100.00)
Grand 941174 7294 18985 - 3765 971218

total . (96.90) (0.75) (1.96) (0.3¢) . (100,00)
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: Table 6.3

Distribution of Village Income,Namani
Borpomua, Majuli, 1975.

l (_In rupess)

I Occupational Annual Income Per
classes

| : Household. Worker Capital

I
Owner . j
cultivator 9411.74 . 1592461 848 .66
Agriculture _ S AMILERS o - 3
labour .. 3647.00 1458 .80 729.40
Trade, Commerce . v s il : -
& Transport 3164.16 2712.13 £878.03
Salaried job -~ 3765.00 L 1882 .50 - 418.33

-T';t-;;J-. ---------- 8915.25 1605.32 _ '840_.15_
, higbest,invphe village but the income per worker of this
| occupational class is slightly lower than that of the non-
agricultural occupations which:is only due to concentration
of more labourers in this occupation. The per capita income j
of the village as a whole is Rs.840.15.
3. Expenditure :
3.1. The pattern of consumption expenditure is a
significant index of standard of living of a particular
household or commurity. Although the data represent annual
I expénditure on different heads, the data in case.of certain
items of consumption atch as food, fuel and lighting, _
intoxicants etc. are bgsed on the expenditure in a particular
month. On the pthér hand, expenditures on clothes, education,
medical, ceremonials etc. are collected for a year. It is due

to the fact that the respondants are not in a position . to

remembér the expenditure of all the items distinetly for the

whole year. To work out the amnual consumption expenditure,

RS




preference for modern fashions. Expenditures on intoxicants

< 1305

the monthly data are multiplied by 12, neglecting all
seasonal variations,However, in calculating the a.nnual
experditures in this way,attention has been paid to sort out

those items which are not commonly used for the wbole year

and those which are used for the year as a whole.

“BiZidr0  From Table'6.4 it is found that food items (both

““ceréals and hon-cereals) covers 82.32 per cent of the total

\

Iable 6.4
‘Annual Expenditur: in Differemt Heads,Namani Borpomua,
' Majuli, 1975, ‘
ﬁ'e_ads;-of—ﬁxpenditure Value in Rupees ° Percentages
% l qud. ]
(@) Cerels | coseB.se o 67.8
(b) Non-covesls 106739.26 14.34
Sub-total : 61274780 82.32
2. Intoxicant TTTTT2BA25.40 2455
3. Fuel & lighting - 7768.32 o
. 4« Iuxuries & camfort 138‘?2.001 1.86
~ 5. Clothing & footwear ~  35710.00 4.80
6. Education ~ 25965.00 } anldlgianis
7.Medlcal : 8657.00 B, il YA
8. Entertainment 12965.00 1.74 .
9. Services j 208.00 0.04
Substotal. .ot  131565.72 TH We ipigancaxs

Total : . g 744303.52 . 100.00

" annual expenditure of the village. Next to food, expenditure
“on clothipg and footwear holds a significant position. The

young educated boys and girls in the village has'keen.
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| . occupiee the third important position iﬁlvolume in the
villagef It is stated earlier thet the Mishing peoples

‘Qw‘ ' irrespective of Age and sex are habituated in taking rice

! beer. FUrther; bidi, cigeratte, tobacco, beteclnuts etc. are

‘ also largely used by them. Some of the villagers have tov

:ﬁp : incur a huge expenditures for higher education of their

%“ " boys and girls in . o2 educational institutions in different
J‘ . parts of the State. Compared to other tribal villages of
Majuli, the village Namani Borpomua is educationally advanced

and the percentage of literacy in this village is higher
than that of the State as a whole.
3.3. . Table 6.5 shows the annual expenditure under
different heads according to occupational classes. It is
found that the occupational class of "Owner cult;vator" account
for 96.17 per cent of the total annual ex“enditﬁre of the
village followed by the occupational class of "Trade, commeree
& transport" accounting for 2.25 per cent. The owner
cultivators have got a major share of income from cultivaﬁien
and beiﬁg econemically well-to-do, they: cover 'all the
major heads of expenditure, which signifies their better
standard of 11ving in the village.
3.8 Majority of the Mishing people do not take tea at
home. But now-a-days few enlightened families use to prepare
tea at home, especially to entertain the guests. Table 6.6
shows the annual expenditure on this account which appears to
Iable 6.6 °

Per Cepita Consumption of Tea & Sugar, Namani Borpomua,

! i { In grams)
No.of No.of . Per capita Per capita
H.H. persons __ consumption of ___consumption of
{ Tea Sugar Tea Sugar
i (Annual)  (Annual)  (Daily) ¢ (Daily)
159 20.34 152.54 0.05 0.42
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Consumption goods Per Capita
; Fer Year Per Day

1. Rice 194.54 kg. _ 533.00 grams .

2. Pulses (Matikalai) 1.82 kg. 5.00 !

3. Potato 4,381 1550

4. Onion Ite82a S5EIE

5. Gree Vegetables 0.67 Paise 0.02 paise

6. Fish 18.25 kg. ‘ 50,00 grams.

7. Meat 2.43 U : ORETAN L

8. Mustard 0il 1220 1t ne 3.33 mili-1it:-
9. Salt 4.86 kg. 13.33 grams
10. Kerosene 4.38 litre 12.00 mili-1ita-

‘

-~ 89 -
be quite insiénificant'in.comparisoﬁ_with other items of
expenditure. Only fivé households in the village used tea at
the time of investigation.
3.8 ‘Per household, per worker and per capita annual
expenditure of the village is shown in Table 6.7, which revesi-
that the per‘capita expénditure of the occupational class of
"owner cultivotor" which. is Rs.645.43 is h;gher than the
village average of Rs.643.86. Exéept this occupational class,
all other occupational classes have got per.capita expenditure
below the Qillage average. .
3.8. . Data presented in Table 6.8 shoﬁs the units of per
capiﬁé consumption of essential commodities per‘year and per =
' Table 6.8

Per Capita Comsumption of Some Important Items,

Namani Borpgmga,.nggli, 19757

Rice is ‘the main staple food for the Mishing. The adults
usually take rice twice a day but the children take it four
times a day.. Thercfore per capita consumption of rice in the
vil}age is 533.00 grams. Next to rice, fish occupies a
prominent position. As the Mishing_reside on the river banks,
fishes are readily available to théﬁ éll'the year round and

A\
N~ _______
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therefore they take fish regularly with rice and rice-beer.
4. (e dition ¢

L
"

el ‘The residential houses of Namani Borpomua have a
common structural pattern as stated in Chapter II. Most of
the houses in the village are of simple type and they are
made of wood, bamboo end thatch. Distribution of house units
- by occupational classes in the village is shown in Table 6.9.
i | Zable 6.9
Distribution of House-units by Occupational Classes,

Occupa- Nor6F Feais "Kit- - Gra-" Cow- Others Total No.of
tional H.H. dential chen nary shed units
classes ; : ang

: s ouse-
hold

S ——

Owner
culti-
vator 100

Irade, .6
cogmerce

‘transport

laﬁour - 2

Salaried
job al gl

Total : 109 115

Out of the total number of 252 houses units in the village,'
‘residential houses have covered 115 numbers. Next to

residential houses, the number of granary in the village :
was 103 at the time of investigation. ALl the households

having paddy cultivation, try to construct‘atleast one

granary. The Mishings gererally do not construct separate %

é%hshed for keeping their cattle and they are kept under the




"salaried job'" is higher than that of the village as a whole.
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platform of the residential houses. But at the time of study,
28 separate cowsheds were found in the village. Only those
househoids who possessed large number of cattle have separate
cowsheds .
4.2. Table 6.10 shows the nature of residential houses
and their distribution by occupation. Out of the total space
of 105760 sq.ft. covered by residential houses in the village,
101990 sq.ft. or 96 44 per cent are covered by houses made of
bamboo and thatch. Only 750 sqsft. residential houses in the
village have roof covered with C.I. sheet. Few residential
houses have got pucca walls with thatched roof. Except the
houses with pucca walls, all other houses have got no windows
and ventilatiors. But as they are constructed with bamboo and
thatch there remains enough provisions for light and air.

The walls of residential houses made of  reed and bamboo

are not pulstared with mud. :

4.3, The floor space per household varies from 1004.20 sy.
£t. t0 ' 448.33 sq.ft. and the per household floor space

covered by the occupational ¢ - class "owner cultivator' and

‘Except'bamboo, other housing materials such as wood, reed,
thatch and cane are collected from the Jungles free of
cost and that is why the Mishing can construct their
residential houses long ard wide. The average floor space
per household and per capita is 970.27 sq.ft. and 91. 48 sq.ft.
respectively and it is considered to be above normal.

5. Durable Consumer Goods :

sy The number . and nature of durable consumer goods
possessed by the villagers also indicate their standard of .
living. Table 6.11 shows the number of durable consumor goods
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Table 6.11

. Number of Durable Consumer Goods by Occupational
Classes, Nemani Borpomua,Majuli, 1975.

Name of areticles  Owner Trade, Ag. Salaried Total.
cultivator gommerce labour Jjob

i 2o ) transport : :

‘Radio A il X =X 14
Sewing machine 12 - o 1 13
Bicycle g 47 1 o o 48
Watch i 31 .- o i 32
Pa't;romai s -— : _ - 1k
Torch Light 65 2 e it 67
Tehle v . 97 1 o 0 99
Ghair 104 i U RE ARSI 106
Almirab 13 — - &l 13
China Cfokery 106 L - - S 106
‘Brass Utensil pdor ) 27 g §otus iF 2489
Lantern " 148 3 1. 153
Bucket 163 3. 1 169
Kettle ‘1 . 184 5 o1 2 193
Wooden Béx 236 4 4 - 241
Cot o 46 3 -t 1 50

possessed by the villagers. For a tribal village the possession
of radio, sewing machine, wateh etc. is considerable. ‘l‘he
Mishing people have 2 tradition of using costly utensils

made of bell-metal and therefore 2499 units of such utensils
were found in the vill’age at the time of study. The

%

occupationwise gistribution of consumer durable goods shows



o
that the occupational class "owner cultivator" possessed
about 95 per cent of the total units of the village. Possession
- of wooden box by every Mishing family is also a tradition
and such wooden boxes are generally big and costly. Depending
~on the size and quality of the box, the cost of such a box
varies from Rs.100/- to Rs.300/-. The ummarried young girls
use such wooden boxes to keep their neceseary dresses and -
they are given as dowry to the girls at the time of marriage-
[ 6. Indebtedness : : :
6.1. Although most of the villager of Namoni Borpomua
_are economically sound, The small and marginal € - famers
are facing economic hardship. Such poor families take loans i
from others. But it is difficult to collect accurate. data on %;

fndsbtedness as’ the people 4o not Like to diselose their

burden of debts for the sake of socilal prestige. ,
6.2.- Table 6.12 shows the amount of indebtedness by
source for the last four years preceeding to the year of first
7 |
Indebtedness in Amount by Years and Sources ot Borrowing,

Namoni Borp% ER Ma;]'uli, oS0

Years z ~ Source of Borrowing -

Villager Villag’e Village Mabajan  Total
Mahajon  Shopkéeper

“

1972 i oo non . SRR r

Bio7e . . 200,00« 800400 . wc - 700,00 ’,
1974 300.00  1700.00  200.00  7250.00  9450.00 i
Ll Y- 750.00  3625.00 600,00  4975.00

Total : 500.00 4050.00 8825.00 7850.00  16225.00
(3.08)  (24.96) (23.58)  (48.38) (100.00)




Table 6.13 :
Purchase and Sale of Assets During 1974-75,Namoni Borpomua,
Majuli, 1975.
Occupational Purchase E Sale
Classes ‘Land ~ Livestock Total ZIand — DLivestook Total
Owner
cultivator 1200 00 5284.00 6434.00 -- 10613.00 10613.00
. Trade,

commerce & - - _ - s i e
transport 7
Agriculture
labour i =t -~  2000.00 ; ==. = 2000.00
8alaried job -- m—— e - - -

. the legal sense of the term. But the villagers éometimes have

- 95

point study. Out of the total loans of Rs.16,225.00 in the
" village for four ye%rs, Rs.12,900.00 or ¢ 73.34 per cent are
supplied by both village and Town Mahajans. The rate of
interest for such loans is very high varying from 50 per cent
to 100 per cent. But sometimes such loans are paid in kird i.e.
by gilving the crops grown at a price fixed at the time of i
taking fhe loan. At the time of investigation no Govt. or
Cooperative Agency for providing loans to the villagers.
Almost all the loans were used in domestic, consumption. .
7. Purchase & Sale of Assets and Live tock :
Hinils Table 6.13 shows the exteny of purchase and. . sale

of assets and livestock etc. during the year 1974-75 by

Total : 1200 00 5284 OO 6484.00 2000.0010613.00 12613.00

different occupational classes. Land is the primﬁry asset but
purchase and sale of land in the village are quite insignificant
in comparison with livestock. Almost all the land in the village

are Khiraj-annual and such linds cannot be purchased or sold in

done such transations privately on mutual agreement. The
purchase and -sale or 11Vestock cover 81 49 per cent and 84. 14
per cent of the total value of purchase and sale of assets and

livestock respectively  in“the year. The owner cultivators

hold a significant position in all the_transactions.
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CHAPTER - VII

Summary and Conclusion

1. u‘uyamoﬁi Bgrpomua‘is a tﬁjical Mighing‘village in,
the river-is.l,and, Majuli of the Sibsagar District of Assam
having 109 housqholdé with a total population of 1156. Out

of lOQ.hpqggholﬁs, 10¢—households belong to the Mishing :
community? a blain tribe of Assam., They repressgﬁ a_homogeﬁéous
society in the village and the rest of the households are
non-Mishing immigrants and have insignificant role‘in tpe
socio-economic 1life of the village. » :

e . Thelaverage size‘of family in the village Namoni
Borpomua is 10.6 persons. More than 50 per cent of the total
households in the village are joint families. The Mishings
have a tradition of and prefereﬁce fo£ living in joint
.families.The sex-ratio is 91 females per 100 malés. Eafly
marriage is generally disfavoured by the Mishings and the

- common age for marriag? appeats to be betweeﬁ 25 to 35 years
for both male and female. Literacy rate is satisfactory,
34.25 per cent of the total population in the village are
1itergte gnd educated. Several students from this village

are taking higher education in idifferent parts of the State.
3. Thelwbrking'force in thé village (855) is higher
than labour force (712) due to the existence of some holpers
below the age of 10 years in the working force. The number
of male and female workers is alﬁo&t equal in the village

- and it is a general feature in a triﬁallsociety in Assam.
 About 96.80:per qent of the totai population in the village
éfé'engaged direéﬁly or indirectly in aéricultural occupations,




This is primarily due to the fact that the land is replainshed

'fvillage

o7 e

of which 95.94 per cent are owner-cultivators. It signifies
the dominance of agriculture in the economic pursuits of
the villagers. Out of 109 households in the village, 59

households or 54 22 per cent have one or more subSidiary

occupations in addition to the primary ones.

e

4. Almost all the land in the village are Ak“gng
Zaﬁta land i. e. Khiraj-anrual except 1.41 hectares ()i 4,
ngdi_ﬁg;;a land i.e. Khiraj-periodic. The villagers
cultivate some Govt land which are known as _gxiyhgﬂ land.
out of 109 households in the village,only 6 households

(55 50%) are landless and these landless households belong

to immigrant non-Mishing community. About 68.81 per cent

of the total households in the village poesesq land between
2 to 6 hectares and 69 34 per cent of the total 1and is owned
by these households. Thirteen households possess land more
than 6 hectares each and they are considered as rich
cultivators. Out of 408.04 hectares of total 1and owned ' by
the villagers, the total net area sown is 360. 41 hectares.
Total area sown more than once is only 80.26 hectares.

5. Although the method of cultivetion practised by
the villagers is traditional the yield rate is satisfactory.

by recurring floods. Mixed cropping is favoured by the
villagers and out of 360 41 hectares of net area sown in the
130 hectares are covered by ‘mixed crops which are
usually Bao and Ahu_ paddy. Almost all the households in the
village praotise mixed cropping. !

Ba i, ) Paddy (Ahn, Egg and _g;i) as food crop and mustard
as cash crop are the main field crOpS dominating the crop-

pattern of the village. Paddy cultivation covers 472.97 hectares
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or 81.96 per cent of the total cropped area ofisthel
village. Of this cropped area, the Ahu péddy cultivation
alone covers 272.27 hectares or 47.20 per cent which are
mainly mixed and double croppéd area. Next to paddy,

the cultivation of mustard covers 97.67 hectares or 16.97
per cent of the total cropped area of the village. All the
crops grown in the village are of locali varieties. Althm_lgh
occurance of floods is an’ annual phenomenon in Majuli,
only 7.70 hectares of paddy crop land wére‘ damaged by
floods in the village in 1974. Per hectare yield of paddy
is 18.32 quintals.

T Handloom weaving provides a regular part-time

employment to the women-folk of the village and it is-
associated with their cultural life. The women in the
village produce their necessary dresses at their own looms
and.they seldom purchase their dresses from the market.
Some poor families have accepted weaving as a source of
inéome for living. Mirijim(cotton Llanket) and Endl Chadder
(Assam silk cwrapper) and Mekhela (ladies lower gardent)
and are some important valuable handloom products produced
by the Mishing women-folk. )

8. ' The arnual per capita income (return to family '
1abouf‘) of the village is Rs.840.00. Some of the families
in vthe‘village have surplus family budgets. But only a
small v portion of surplus income of the villagers

is invested in business and other productive purposes.
‘Investment in education is considerable. The villagers

have to pay vhigher prices of some essential commodities
brought from outside. Tt pappé‘ns only for difficult
transport and comminication system in the island.
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Concluding Remarks :
9. The measure for economic development of this ]
flood-affected village is lirked with the major economic
development projects of the island as a whole. The problem
of flood is inevitable in Majuli due to its peculiar
geographical situation and therefore any measure for
economic development of the.island during the rainy

- season needs proper care and attention. On the other hand,
no one can be sure of any flood control measure to be
easily successful due to furious nature of the great
Brahmaputra dueing the rainy season. So the winter ceason
is the appropriate time for implementing any developmental
scheme in Majuli, The Rabi crop programme taken up by the
State Covermment is proved to be successful in the island.
The programme should be intensified with the introduction
H,Y.V. crops which can be harvested before the onset of
monsSoon «

10. The floods of the river Subanshri generally create
havoc to Namoni Borpomua. The flood control measures have
sometimes proved to be unsuccessful. The economic development
in the village can be ushered in by introducing H.Y.V.
paddy cultivation especially during the winter season.

1 As subsidiary occupations, the business in fish 2+
miik holds prominant position. The young educated youths

of the village should be encouraged to take up such
business. For this purposé, some cooperative' societies

along with the people of neighbouring villages should be
forméd for collection and distribution of these producfs

at reasonable prices. The beels(natural fish farms) under
the control of the Government should be allotfed to

such cooperatives.
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12. Introduction of Dairy and Poultry Farming on

commercial tijie can . also be suggested as a potential
source of income and employment to the poor cultivators in
and around the village.On the other hand, there is much
scope for development of hardloom weaving to make it a
préfitable source of income to the people. There is also
scope for production of Endi cocoons on a large scale.The
concerned Department can guide these tribal people in taking
up these occupations by providing necessary incentive.

g3 The people of this river-island including the
viIlagers,of Borpomua suffer from difficulties of transport
and communication. Provision: should be made to offer
sbgcial concessions in ferry charges for all goods which
are transported to and from Majuli and it would be much

helpful in reducing the price level of essential commodities.
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