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The present Seport is the twelveth in the series of villa.je
Tesarveys coapletad Dy the Centre. 'The first point survey of Jaa-Deuri
village was cbiﬁuctaﬂ in February—tlarch,1930, and it syas resurvayed in
-Brch-April, 1937. The chanjes that hawve occured in the Villa s during
the seven years; Detween the two SUrveys are highlighted in tn. REPOBES
The data aibodied in the report relate to the calender years 1.7 3D
and 1935-37, :

Naw-Deuri is exclusively inhabited by the psople of ‘the Douri
Tribe and is situated in the north-western Lart of the Jorhat pistrict,
+It is about 20ka. away from Jorhat fown, the district headuuarters. come
‘not::dale changes in the socio-econonic conditions of tho juople of the
village have takon place at the time of resurvey. Increase in agricultural
Jroduction and incone fron non-traditional occupations like rofession
and services, salaried jobs, ete. have helpad in raising tie villags'
incana, Jdowever, the uacs of agricultural development ‘and overall 2CON0ILC
devolopaent in the village is rather slow since the village has beon
“Hoeriencing recurring floods from the river Srahmaputra, ;

The villagers usually grow their Crops in traditional iwicthod,
dowaver, the farmors take utiost care to raise two most important cownor-
cial crops, wviz. fatal (Prichosanthos dioica, R.) and qustard  with
intensive human lébour, g

e agricultural tools and implements are mostly traditional,
but two of the farmers Ppurchasald two new 2Oower tillers for tilling soils,
The number of dicsel Aanpsets in the village has incroeasod from two in

1930 to fourteen in 1937. The pumpscts are mainly used for vatoring sac!
bods of winter Paddy, but for want of sufficient water sourca, those
could not be used Properly. Seven dicsel Operated shallow tube-wells
were also installed in tho village after the first 2oint survey. Those
are usad as and whon necessary by those farmers whose farms are located
near’ the shallow tubewells, dorse is a npew addition to the village
as Jdraught aniaal, During the yoar of resurvey 33 hofSos wore usad for
2loughing in the village while in 1930, no horsc was usad. Horses are
minly used by a saection Of famners for drawing plougn Larticularly during
rabi scason. As thoere has been a decline in the aumber of bullocks Juc
€O its high Jrice, this has boen gradually compensated with horsas., Thore
is cnough sco2 of technological change in near future as tha people




turhl department have not qade wmuch worth mentioning inroad
village in order to induce the farmers for adopting Luproves Cochl
in crop cultivation. Some infra-structural facilitics like Jrinlking
electricity eté, are extended to the village. Thas numoer oOf

in ‘the villag Je has increased froa 10 B0 22 durin; the intorvenin
which has considerably improveld the irinking water facilitiu
village at the time of rosurvey. At this changiag stage julb
apporopriate follow-up Progranss from exoert hands would e much

to accelerate socio-econanic developaent in the village.

Tike all other studies of the Centre, the present

a Jo;.nt groduct preparad under iy guidance and supervision.
toam associated with the project is given clssners in the ra3ors
roport is written jointly by Pr., Durgeswar Sorah and Sri S.U.du
Or. T.W.Saikia, Raesearch Officer has gone throash the draft and of
valuable suggestions for improvement. The regort is tyoed by Sri H.Ce

Monju Dutta and Sri Bolin Bora. Sri Haran Deka  mineoyrapne
report. T am thankful to all of thea.

I would 1like to offer my sincers thanks to 5ri Nagen
Shorali, Sri Bikramsing Deuri, Sri Babusing Deuri and others of iJam-
7illage who helped our investigators during fisld work.

Doecanber , 1988,
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CHAPTER OuJd=

IATRODUCTORY JAOTa. ON VILLAIE NAJ-OBURI

1. The: Village ssttings &
1B [ Ham-Dauri wvillage is situated in tha aorth-wastern part

of the Jorhat sub-division of taa district  of Jorhat, Assamn.
Ths willage in idhabited 2xclusively Dy a; tribal coHaaunity,
E the Deuris. It is situated at a distanca of about 20 ka. froa
Jorhat town, the district headyuarters. The villaj2 i3 connected
with Jorhat town by a P.i7.D. jravellad roai. Xakilaauich-Zalbari
is “a feeder road that passess througn tha northsyrn s5id3 of
v the wvillage and 1linked with Jorhat Xakilagakh P.d.D. road.
Thase two roads provide public conveyances and. Eranso)ort facili-
ties to and from Jorhat town. Tha Ssublic buses ply daily dastween
Jorhat town and 3ahphola which proviis traansport facilities
to the residents of Jam-Deuri and other asighbouring villagéé,

1=2% The willage with a total numbar of ‘124 familiaes is ona
of ths bigygest Deuri villages of '‘Assam. Total population of
thae village is 1231 with 621 males . and 610 feanales.

58082 The 3rahamaputra river is flowing only at a Jdistancs

Of about 2 km. in the northaern sids of tho villagae. It Lrovides

larjger char area fsmall :river .islands? with available green
£i2lds sufficisnt to fead tha cattle Lopulation of the willaga,
aidkis Thera are some Mishing tribal villages lIocated gdjacent

to dawm-Deuri wvillage. The villagss are Xareny Sapori, 3Sahygora,
Sariguria, Xalbari and Bahphola. It is worthwhila €5 aention
that "Bahphola and Kalbari are two of the Diggest Jdishing
villages of Assam. Jpor Deuri is another - Dauri village which
is locatéd at about 3 km. ‘distance toward castern side of Na:aa-
Deuri wvillage. There is no other Douri village .in the acsarby
areas. The other non-tribal communitices living near the DdDeuris
ara the Chutiyas, the Keots and the Kaibartas. Dhonkuloi, a
mixed wvillage inhabited by Pe0pla wostly belonging to depali,
3engali and ex-teza garden labour community is situated at about
3 kan. “away from the Nam-Deuri wvillaje. This village usually
provides agricultural ladours to Naa-bDeuri ‘and other nearby
Hishing wvillagas.
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2. Climatis and Rainfall :
258l s The climate and rainfall .of the arsa in which Jdam-deuari
village is situated is, by and largye, siailar with tn;s= of;
the Arahmaputra valley. The soil of the v1llagv “is

sandy-alluvial ian taexturs and is very fertile. It was reported
Dy he respondents . that the v1llaJ, was previdously .affecped
by freguent floodsvduring'the sumnar. Prior to the construction
o>f spur and dyke along. with the oank of.; thyzaranﬂagutrﬁ‘flood
WS a régular 2ature in ' monsoon s2ason. dow:ﬁer, flood
coatinuad to be a serious P2roplem in tﬁy villagje still today
and for ‘this 2ven some families left thv village to bOJ’ other
sarts of the state. On the Sther hand, crop cultlvatlon Jurlng

Radi se2ason is Jdifficult due to lack 1rr1j3tlon°

3. Layout of the village :

Sl Sxcept a few -Assam type semi pucca buildings all; ths
houses in -the villayge have baen constructed on raised 2latform.
domestead of the majority of the fanilics are saall. Only a
liaited nuaber of families have thaeir traditional iy rdisgd
2latform house within their own Spacious. residential caapus.
dost of tha houses are locatad mainly alony the P.7.D. fasder
road which passes through theoe villagz., However, a Jood number
Of houses ar: located on both the sidoes of village ‘paths. Though
tho villaga‘has a wvery big.araa, many‘fnmili:s have‘construct;d
their resijantial'housss in couapact form 1like samall clusters
waich loaksicongested, The house type of the Deuris has bean
describad in Apoendix I of the Raport. . FE5 oo &
352, The Dauris usually coastruct taeir | graneriés at ia
considerable distance from the @main residential <“houses jp§E
to protect thaz graneries from accildantial firve s Ehat raisoed

platform of the grinery is a, bit higher than.tho glatfofﬂ of

the dwelling housae as th: space between the )latfgrn“nnﬁ't@e
ground is usz2d as handl)on w~av1ng shad for the fu&ily;”ﬂ'féw.
families used such space for kaeping their cattle. Hﬁﬂ&v=;

many families construct Seperate cattle shads at a consiJE?aSis
Jdistance from their dwellings. Pigstios aro constructald b>lod
the platfora of dwelling house ‘and - pigs Abgt in.thesa Jljotl

“
. - r 3 -

generally clear the rofuses dropped from inside 2o

3237 LEN S interééﬁing to nota thnat the unmarried young boys
Of the Douri comaunity are usually not allowed to sloop inside
the main roesidontial house at night. A sxnall cottaye typs of
house without any raisad 2latfora locally known as ‘:dichon’

LR |
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is »nuilt for Zouny bHoys just nesar tha main: residencs. BDesides,
Sleeping at anight, the Jrown up HDoys use the jamichon' for their
study also., Thera are Mmany such ‘Michons® in the villags..

3.4, The location  of the village near the bank of the
3ranmaputra river aand the stady alluvial nature of ths soil
may De taken as a contributing factors for creating a nztural
Arainage systen. Howaver, some low Lying-rareas of the village
suffer from water-logying during the most  Jart . of the yaar.
These water-logged areas caused health nazard.to thz innabitants
these are the oraezding place of Ehoe MoOsSyuitoes. -The low
J areas in fact spoil the sanitation and 2avirsanazat of

»
ne surroundiags.

4. BEducational Facilitiss :
4.1 The <aducational facilitices of the villaje wupto Higher
sfactory., Iithin  the

-~

Secondary standard is more or less sati

village, there are two lower Primary schools. There is yet
andther lower Primary school, named as R[uonath 3ranana Adarsha
Lbwer Priwmary 3School (B83tt.1969) just at the Doundary of the
village. The students from Jam_Deuri also avail the educational
facilities of this school. One M.8. School namaed 25 .I2mchandra
Tribal d.2.3chodl {3sttAd. 1952% Jis® aliso  located within the
saume  campus and local studeants balong to both thd Scuri. and
the Hishing communitics can avail their educatiosn uoto 4.8,
levael. For obtaining 'high school 1laevel 2ducation, . there is
a Aigher S2condary Schooi at the outskirt oFf tae village named
Haa-deuri 1.8.School | which was ‘established in the . year 1947

aid it has recently boen converted to Higher 3acondary school.
‘A JOood nuaber »f studoents from the village an2 acardy arsas

avail their high School 1level educatiosn at this Schodl. There
is also a recently established ¢1979) girls’ d.ds5chool at
the southern cend o5f the wvillage. The Adarsa Janajati digher

* Secondary School at Bahphola dishing village which was

2stablished in 1970 ana Ioecatad at aboat 3 km away from Nam-
Deuri village has also caterad t5 ‘thi: nesd 'of the 'village.
Recently, an &ngylish aedium Bothal“Christian "Schoal For Junidrs
‘Hoth for Nurssry and Kindéfgaricn‘ has " been &stablished by
2 young Naga teacher in darch,1986 at Kaldbari., ‘12j§cent to
damdeuri wvillagjgoe, &he échbil has attracted: the attention of
aany gurdians  for Jiving English mediua education €5 their
children. SO tha school leval oeducation from (1o5woer Lrimary
to highoer sSecondary loevel is, by and largs, satisfactory as
the facilitiaes are available ia and around tho villags. B3ut
£f5r obtaining the collage 2ducation, the students have to avail
their oeducation at Jorhat town mainly ana othor olacas of the
state of Assam. Oa thoa whjl¢; the oducatiosnal facilitios have

fapraved comsidaranhl s € Eha Eine 3F Tasargo
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5. Asdical Facilitias : _
Syl fa2 jen2ral health of the p2opl=a of Nam-Deuri village.
S22 tol be: satisfactory. fhe State dispeasary located at

2.3

KXalbari which in only at a Jdistance o©f about 1 ka.. from the
village has Dba2n providing necessary aedical facildlities t€o
tne willagsrs. This dispaasary was astablished din  1351. dow
taera.is, a fuall-time Dodtor, ona Pharmnacist, one. Jarass;, oa
iid-wife and ai Chowkider: There are Also -staff Juartaes for
2ll the cataegoriass of 2mployeas of the dispensary.

S 2% “Pha. district headyuartars, Jorhat cwhicii is .aosoati 20
KA awéy from tae villags also. providss various aAsdical
facilities to the wvillagers in time of awmergency. 350, din raspact
2f wmedical facilitias, the Jam-D2uri wvillagse eanjoys al som=2what
pattexr facilities: than many rothar ranotestribali: araais of the
Stata. '

Sar3ie ST was reported that there are - a consideranles aunber
T.3. patients in the locality. A few casas of cancer was also
reportad dn. stha willags. €Cold, « coughy  dysentry tc.  are: ithe
co.aon “ailaneants. Infastation of round and taread wora is most
coion among tne childrean, the 2lders also sufferad from worin
infestaﬂion“ |

S.4, The village people alsor try to cure Jdiscases by Eheirx
trad;tianal aethods. &vil spirits and deitiss  are suoposad
to cause wvarious discases and they are appeased by xrituals
and scariifices. But now-a-days. din m3st . casas. the ealightanad
faailies and many othaers comz forward to take aodoeca aedical
treatment. Thair age-old | traditional (Delief  of caring . diszases:
are gradually dying out ia raecent years t> a great .extent.
Thea villagefs'exgressed theixr satisfaction for..the availasility

Of tine Doctor and other staff in the acarby dispensary.

S o Dla he majority of the wvillajers usually get (pure drianking
water. Ther: are a J490d  nuaver oOf tube-wells in tne willage
with good drinking watex. The aumber of tube-wells has increased
considerably during the intaervenin:; poerind, SRS W ATs e DN
10 tube-wells at tas time Of the. First 2oiat Survey. r3ut tne.
naader »>f tuba-wells, nas iancreased to 22 at the  time of ths
rasurvey. . Aajority  of the, tubes-walls; .. a3 r29o5xrtad;, are
installad by individual housens>lds whilae Jthers were installed
Dy the Pudblic Hdealth Enginceriay Jég;rtn¢nt and « the: Village
Pancnayat. On the whdle,; tae gosiﬁiqn of  deinking: iwatar oin
the village has iamproved at the time »>f resurvers,
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. Veterinary Facility : -
S ilo A Veterinary sub-centre was establishad only in 1336
at Xalbari, which i3 hardly one kilometre from the Jain-Deuri

village, where the villagars can avail vaterinary services,
There is a Doctor and a Fielld Assistant to sarve the vetarinary

services in the area.

6.2. ' The most conmon parasitic  diseass of"° tha cattle
20pulation of the locality is reportad to bz £55t aand inouth
pigs, the discase known as swine fever is wvary couaasn. It was
réportad that' the - é&pidenic " of 1livestock, particulirly the
ooultry birds had occured in  that - area Sry” fragdcatilv,  In
1986, there were a heavy mortality of poultry birds Zua to

epidemic diszase.

©e' 30 Th=a cattle, pigs and poultry birds kept by the villajers
are generally of inferior local bréed, Only one 2nlightened
family has been rearing an improved jersy cow for milking and
breeding purpose. There is sufficient grazing land in and around
the village which L2rovida facilities for r2aring cattle
pLopulation. The importance of improved breed of cow, piys and
poultry birds are not:. felt by the ivillagorss She-buffalow
which also yield milk are maintained only: by a fow famnilies.
Keeping goats for commercial LQurpose is common in th¢f§illage,
but. the number of goats are less because the area dis f£lood
affected. Rearing of ﬂﬁcks is also not significant. :

7. HMarketing facilities 3 } l

554 23 Jorhat, the district headguarters,  provides a cady
markat for whatever the wvillagers have to sell or purchase.

The wvillagars usually carry some of thair surplus produce to
Jorhat town by public buses. A good nuaber of them also use
their bicycles to carry their saleable products. Some’ of them
2ven coma to Rowroah and Chinnamora weekly markets which are
located n=ar Jorhat town to sell their végetable products,
Poultry Dbirds and. pigs. Besides,  there are two other small
waekly markets within the radius of 4 km from rthe village.
3asides, traders from Jorhat town wvisit the village to collect
Srimarily vegetables when these are grﬁwn abundantly. The
traders from Jorhat town use to purchase some commodities mainly

vegetables,  poultry birds,; 2aggs etc. at a cheaper rate from

these weekly markets. The villagers, on the other ahnd, usually
surchase Kerosine, mustard oil, pulses;  soapj; >nisn, potag
potato, tea, cottoa yarn, cloth; salt, bidis, cigaretteé, betel
nut and leaves 2tc. for their houscehb>ld usa.
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Tiaidio A>st of the house ‘-Iﬁ s o>f Nam-Douri villaje purchase
their ditems sSuch as utensils, medicine,; building materials,
furniture, cloth and othar nacessaries from Jorhat Town. There
are also a few grocery shops in and around the village owned
Dy local businessaen froa where the wvillagers us2s to purchase
their oessaential coamodities. A few o5f such businassaen  use
to collect SsSome crops, sSuch as mustard, pea, paddy, potato),
silk: cotton. C(simaolutulal jatc. from the rilliagars, &£t is. leaxrnt
that a faw traders  land money to: the  villagers  in: advance,
sarticularly at the time of cultivation: of ,crops  and collect
the products at a.cheaper rate than the, prevailiang anarkest gricaé
as soon as theay harvet tha crops. 3Similarly in casz of awilk,
20

im
tradexrs who .mainlyy: balong E> ali and 3ihari coamnunity

e
collect milk from soma families at a mauch cheaper rats  i.e.
batween: Rs.3.00 and Rs.4.00 per litre and se2ll the saans at

&s.SQOO.ger litre at Jorhat town.

3. Land Taenure and Téenancy Systaem 2

8=l. Land in the wvillages is- held mainly uander twd 5
viz. P>riailc Khiraj: ¢{dyadi' and annual khiraj‘Alspnat. 2z2riodic
(herJ 11n3 is held as full ravenus payiang, permanznt acsritablae

and transfirable land. In annual khiraj there is no> pdrmanent
right and the land' cannot be transforad ‘SEficially. Apart £rom
pP2riodic khiraj and annual khiraj land there are sbda2 government
Iand in and arsund the wvillagse, the goveramant land is mostly
dccupiad by religinsus institutiosns, schdols, hpsgitals =GCs
A g)nsidarable arca o©f ‘the government land is alsy reported
chugiéi by some farmers for cultivation purpisas.

Bia2is Apart f£rom the abdve cateyoriss »f land, soae Hf the

respondants”™ also. reportad that they have’ Sccupied s>as 'Char

area'({small river islands! land >f the 3rahaaputra river. Such:

‘Chax' area .is mBinly_used for grazing their cattla population
and to collact thatch. It was leoarnt that a1 fow ,nguseﬁ)lds
in  the village had carned a considerable incowe froa the sale
>f thatch. It was als> informed that a few afflusnt houszsholds

of Nam-Dsuri wvillage .anaintained their ceattle herd in the ‘char

areas' for breeding and milking. The Ne&pali and 3ihari milk

traders use to collact @milk at source.

8% 33 Like - @ll® other * plains wvillages >f Assaa,, ~Mam-Deuri
village als> use to laase out and lease in their cultivadle
land to thair co-villagers. In amdst casaes cultivable land sceas
t> be l3asad out by sHme small podor farmers :@mainly du2 to> short-
age OSf bullock power. The preavailing ternms “of such leasad sut
Iand bs kand s cent , l.2. £ifty pHexr cent of the total graduce
has t> be paid to the owner.

¥ 4
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. Cropping Pattaern and Agricultuxral Msthod

Foll Agricultura is the principal means >f 1livelihs>d in
tha wvillage, though they 1livae in £1lo58 affectaed jarea. Thay
relish both AhufAutunn paddy! and Sali paddy{Winter paddy).
Due to the constructisn >f zmnankments >f the Brahmaputra river
in the locality they have been able to yrow Sali paddy in wider
scale., Jow they give much stress on raising Sali paddy than
dhu paddy. Sali paddy is th2 dominant crop in tha village which
15 grown by transplanting method. . It is trnnsgl;nfsd in the
aonth 2f July/August and harvested in Jovaaebr/Deceabar. Ahu
paddy 1s raised by broadcasting method. Tt s s owny, in
February/March and harvestad in July/August. The 3as paddy
cultivation is raisaed by only a foew families in a limitad scale.

D2 Though agriculture is more or less traditional the people
>f the village are not apathetic towards iaproved cultivation.
some families in the village have procured pump-s32ts at subsi-
dised rate for idrrigating their cropped arsa. Two families
have got power tillars for tilling their fislds. It is also
learnt that some families use t»> hire powar tillers during
ploughing season. dowaver, the traditional system >f ploughing
is widely prevalent. Intro>duction 5f horse as draught animal
is of recent origin and they have learnt it from their YMishing
neighbours. A3 the land being fertile duae to dccasional floods,
the use of manure 2and chemical fertilisers ar2 not considered
¢ssentiai by the farmers.

9.3. The cultivatisn HSf cash crops such as mustard, pea and
Patal (trichosantheaes disica! is much popular in the wvillage
which has c¢ontributed a considerabls amount to the village
incoma2. Pea is one of the new cash crops raised by many families
in the wvillage. It is raised is a raelay cropping-method. They
broadcast the pea seeds in September /October without plboughing
>r any such land preparation, in between the rows >Of grgwihg
Sali paddy. After harvesting o>f 32li paddy in Noveaber/Dacember
Q22a creapers are allowed to grow on the standing paddy straw.:
Pea is harvested in the month >f February/March. It is culti-
vated by a considerable numbar >f families as it has proved
remunerative without much input. The o>ther crops, such as
odtatdo,black gram <etc. are als> grown both for sale and homa
consumption. B»oth kharif and rabi vegetables such’ as brinjal,
ladies finger, cabbage, redish, pumpkin, gJgourd, bean, cucumber,
chilly etc. are grown mostly f£for home cansﬁmgti)n,)nly the
surplus produced are marketad. A few nouscehizlds also raised
tabaceco and jute in a very limited scale. These are also> used
for domestic consumgtison. As a whdle an atompshore o5f change
in agriculture is apparent in the village.



10. Weaving : : _

0 The Deuri women are vary ‘much Lapourisus., fn spite
Sf their regular routine work like de-husking paddy, conking,
feeding and looking after thoir children, and many >ther
domestic works, they find osut tiae for weaving their traditional
cloths. Weaving is a part »f art and culture of the . Deuri
community. In abhsance >f this skill, a Deuri women is considered
unwdrthy, and it was 21 custom that the nride ust weave her
2ll essential weeding costuac. During winter young sirls are
found to be busy in weaving their cloths all day 19ony atithas
reséective looms, They have a impecablae taste for variosus lesi
and’ colour. Theay Qrepare all types of clothings raguirsl £
their family use, viz; Aékha%a(iguﬁ, Dhuti fIkhu}, Pajuri ‘jema
83ad SheetfTope), 80r-Xap or 'etco

T0%2% Rearingy Endi and silk for prolucing their traditional
Endi Sadar {Bri-Selany) and silk cloths {Pat-Kapor! are two
important special enterprises o>f the Deuri women. In  their
leisure and off P2riod, the wowmenfolk dovote 2 considaerable
labour in spinning Eadi and 3ilk for their pride products.

150535  Bach young Deuri girl is an expart weaver and they
Qrasarve their groducts in their individual seperate boxes
for their future use. They hardly sell .their products. They
Lurchase cotton yarn from market for weaving their cotton
cloths. All the products are exclusively meant for houschold
use. During ' ;

festivals they use thoeir fino traditional dresses which onhance
thiir cultural life more colosurful.

1704 s HMost oSf the wowmenfolk use their traditional looms for
weaving thaeir cloths, However, many of the familia2s now-a-days
use improved fly shuttle 1o55ms instead of traditional looms.
It was reported that some f£ly shuttle looms were Idistributed
by the Tribal Davelopment Department in recent past  to, some
selected weavers. They were 3153 L2rovided with spinning tools
and fencing materials for (qulberry\ 2lants to raise silk worm.
However, it is learnt that the L2rOogress in this respect was
no>t so'much satisfactory.
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CHAPTER 1II

Changes in Basic Demographic Factors

1. Size of Population and Households :

s dle From the date of bench mark survey in February-
larch 1980 to the time of resurvey in March-April,1937
the number of households in Nam-Deuri gaon has increased
from 115 to 124 i.e. by 7.83 per cent during the pariod
of 7 years. This changes in the numbers of houscholds
hav been resulted mainly from the seperation of families.
It was, of course, gathered that during 1982-83 four
villagers emigrated to Sadiya to settle there
permanently. Nam-Deuri is a homogenous village inhabited
exclusively by the Deuries, -a plains tribe of the
Brahmaputra valley. The change in the number of houschold
may Said to be gquite normal for a plains tribal village
of Assam.

1.2, The natural increase of population during the
intervening period {1930 to 1987} have goné up from
1065 persons to 1231 persons. The growth rate of popula-
tion is worked out to be 2.23 per cent per annum. This
grdwth' is found to be lower than the growth rate of
Assam which was 3.5 per anaum during 1961-71*. Of course,
in this case, the emigration of the four families must

bae taken into consideration.

(Lo Table 2.1 éhows the distribution of household
and population of ths wvillage according to type of
families for 1980 and 1987. The increase in the number
of nuclear families over the period is 8.20 per cant
and the joint families 9.80 per cent for the same period
The increase in population over the period in nuclear
families and joint families are found to ba 11.81 per
cent and 25.69 per cent respectively. On the other hand,
there has been a decline in the number of spacial tyoe
of families as well as persons inhabiting in this type.

* N> census was conducted during 1981 due to the
Lrevailing situation in the State.
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Page 10.
7 “Tables 2.1
Distribution of Household and Population according to Family Type
1980 & 1987 : Nam= Deuri.
Family Type X 1980 ) 1987: X variations from 1980 to 1987  Yearly %
NG, 08, . & JTotal ") NO, OF @ Jdokel. &) NO. OF Population *<muwfmmww,%w
1 Bt IPo ulati=% H.H. IPopulation Y H.H. W L | totak
X ¥ ok Son X X X X X
Nuclear 56 381 61 426 5 45 1,61
(38597) (34.61)
Joint 51 580 56 729 5 © 149 3.67
(54.46) £59.22)
Special 8 104 7 i1 - ¥ eos -3.85
( 9.77) (6. 17)
Total 115 1065 124 1231 9 166 2,78
(100.00)

(100.00)




Page 11. .
Table 2 2.2 % o2

percentage Distribution of Total Male and wmamwo Population by
Age Groups in Nam-Deuri : 1980 & 1987.

Age Groups X 1980 X 1987
X Male Y Female T~ Total I Malec X Female X Total
Below 5 years 7,93 7.42 14,65 8.45 6.50 14.95
5= 10 9.48 9.20 18.68 8.28 'S8913 16.41
10 - 15 5.82 7.04 12.86 Slpsat 731 13.65
(15 - 20, 5.92 6.48 12240 &, 4,95 "% R L BRAT 11,10y 2
20 - 25 M 4.80 £.20 i 9.02 4.30 . 6.02 10.32
25 - 30 875 5.3 | 7187 4,95 3.82 8,717
wo = QQ . m.wm WQNQ jv HO-ON Q.Q@ %QW@ @-HMW
40 - 50 : 3.94 2.82 6.76 3.90 3517 7.07
50 - 60 1,59 1.69 . | 3.28 1.71 1579 35503 °
60 & above 1.97 2.63 4,60 VT o ol %ald 5.03
Total 49,86 50.14 1100.00"  50.45 49.55 100,00
b ) -
Ny : 2




R o)

el Tha averags size 2f the nuclear familiss is 6.98
22rsons in 1937 as against 6.30 persons in 1930. Similarly,
the average size of joint type of families is 13.02 o3rsons
in 1987 as against 11.37 pa2rsons irn 1980 indicating tiaareby
that the average size in both those dmportant tyoe Hf famil-
ies has increaszd during the 7 years. On the whale average
size of houschold for tha wvillage din 1937 i3 29,22 as
compared to 9.26 in 1930. This indicate that tac avarajs
size of households has slightly increassed during the seridsd

and this can be considered normal for a ‘tribal wvillag:z.

2. Distribution of Population by Age and Sox @

2/l The percentage distribution of ages and sex Zor daa-
Deurigaon according to age-group is shown in TabloeZ.Z Pae
distribution of population by age and sex £or the wvillagje
for 1930 and 1987 is gggsentea in Tables 2.3(a! and 2.3(L}?
in details. The percentage of population in the broad
age—-group of 0-15 years has slightly declinad to 45.01
in 1987 from 46.19 in 1980. On the o>ther hand, pdpulation
in the age-group »2f 60 years and above has increased
from 4.60 per cent:in 1980 t> 5.03 per cent in 1987. But
thai psrcentage ' of population in the brdad 1gegr>ug >f 15-
60 'years has almost remained constant osver  the years, the
figures for this age-group being 49.21 per cent and 49,96
P2r cent in 1980 and 1987 respectively.

PiaZin The percentage of male to> total population in Na@m-
Deurigaosn has incrzased from 49.86 din 1939 t2 50.45 in
1987. The striking feature in the change »2£ demagraphic
character in the wvillage is the decline in tha nuaboer Of
females per 1000 males. The figurs for 1930 was 1095 and
it came down t5> 982 in 1987. Fluctuation in the proportion
of female to male are oHbhsarved in the different age-jroass.
Major decline is obsarved in the age-groups 5f 0-5 yaars
£-257), 25—30(;130) and 60 - and above (-510} while there
was major increasea >E " famale ‘pexr: 1000 malss in the
age-groups >£f 15-20{+151! and 20-25{+514} only.

3. Marital Status :
Siwilie Population of Nam-Deuri gaosn is shown in Table 2.4

iceoxrding to . sex and marital status. The porportion of
Lopulation by different categories H>f marital status has
n>t differed much in the raesurvey from those in the bench
mark survey though total population has increased coansidar-

ably oaver the perinsd. The percentage H»>f unmarricl persons

1)

Ci
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clear from these tws Tables that 2Aarly marriage is ask

+ B d =g sen

in 1230 and 1937 ara 53.22 and 53.72 respactively,
Similarly, in 1980, 27.42 Per cent of total population

were .marrisd  and. the‘.correspodding' figure for 1937 was

.27.70 per cent. Thus, 1t is sean from Table 2.4 that changjas
in demog;aghic chqracteriétic ofiS tha village in respact
of marital status ara not significant during the Joriod
1330-87.

32 Detail Jdistribution 2f population of Nam-Dauri Gaoa
According ayge, sox and marital status is shown f£fo>r 1330
and 1937 in Tablaes 2.5 and 2.6 repaectively. oOne thing is

favoured by the Deouris. There were only 3' males and 5

femalss in 1980 who got married in betwacn 15-29  yoars.

But in 1937, no male 2erson in this age Jrouyp was found
to be marrizd. Number of Jersons both male and faoaala- not
Jetting married evoen after K 30 yoars has declined €£rom 31

*in 1980 to 18 dn 1937, The important caus: »f such casas

was stated to be 2conomic hardship.

4. Educational Standard :°

451, Mablas 2 7  Shows the 2ducational standard ¢ tha

Lvopulation >f Nam-Deuri for 1980 and 1987. Tha 22rcentage
Oof literate persons in the wvillage has incraasal from 42.15
in ‘1980 to 44.70 in 1987. This means that thera has “acen
A 2.57 per caent increase Hf literate 22rsons of the wvillage

during the parioa,
Table 2.7

Zducational sStandara 2f the Populatiosn Sf Nam-Deuri 1930-37.

Bducational 1930 . =237

Standarad NOo, Parcentaga N>, Percentags
Litexate 4493 42.16 559 44,70
Lliterata 516 57.34 531 55.30

I Total g 1065 190.00 ' 1231. 1D9599

4.2, Distribution »>f 2o2ulation of NJam-Deuri gaon by age
" droup, sex ani cducatiosnal levels is shown in Pablas 2,383

anl 2.3¢(b) for 19280 and 19537 repectively, The Tablas
indicate that nuabar >f Lsorsons. in all tho 2ducatiosnal
lavels eXcepting the lavoels o>Ff L.P.3tan3arl an2 1S G
Stanaarﬂ has increasael in OB 75 SEE" Gis Jratifysingy t> note

)
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that the number of H.S.L.C. P2assed persons has increased
to 33 in 1987 from 6 in 1980. sSimilarly, the numbar of
graduate, post-graduate and pProfessionally gualifi=d P2rsons
taken together has increased to 11 in 1987 from 7 in 1980.

4,3. Table 2.9 shows the numba2r of school /college gJoing
students of Nam-Deuri. It has been sean that the nuabar
of school/college going students has incr 2asad
pProportionately in 1987 over 1930 in . the aga-groups of
5-10 years, 10-15, 15-20, 29-25 and 25-30 yars. Tho aarkad
rise is observed in the adge groups 9f 5-19 years and 15—
20 years. In the formar age-group the porcentage >f school
going children t» the total in that JEOND L TOSal t5 053 .81
in 1987 from 36.18 in 1980 while in the latter AS2S— 5roup
Of increase for the same Period is 42.33 per ceat in 1837
from 27.27 par cent in 1980. All these have beoen possible
because of consciousness among the Parants and aducation
facilitices available in and around the village.

5. Economic Status :
S5 e The population of the villags is classified accsrding
to economic status i.2. as worker, helper and non-worker
and prasentad in Table 2.10¢a? and A Nk (o) B I o was obszrved
hat in the village some P2rsons even below 15 yoesrs of
age and some others from the age group >5f 60 ani ADOVS
Are workers. In a tribal situation, &ven in tho 2dains;
all the able bodied Persons Larticipates in gainful

activities, where Fhe 2conomy is pPrimary Dasai on
agriculture. &van the students residing at home hely eacir
Larents in day to day work., Particularly in the agricultural
S<eason  almost all students Larticipate in aygricultural
work. In other words, it can be saia that all ables -bsdied
22rsons in the village contribute their labour in faaily
farming activities, Howaver, some changes are noted at
the time of resurvay.

5-2. It has been seen from Tables 2.10¢a} and 2,10(b)
that the QL2ercentaye of workers in the wvillage to> total
Pooulation has slightly daeclined to 45.65 in 13937 from
43.45 in 1980, Similarly, the Lercentage of helpoers has
also came down to 8,69 in 1987 fxom “15.87 in 1980. As .a
raesult, 45.66 per coant °f total populatisn returnad as
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35.68 per cent. This clearly indicates that rato 5
“2pendancy in the wvillage has increased during the periosd
1280-37 which is usually not the characteristic »f a tribal
Vvillage. Usually the rate of deosendency in tribal villages
is Observed to be 1low,. However, the praesant one can be
52id t> be a recent trend Hf change in the tribal villages
whare there is wider scope for spread >f of education.
The guardians realising the value of educatinsn, want their
sons and daughters to Jdevote most of their time in their

studies.,

e



CHAPTER IITI

Changes in Economic Resources.

1. Introduction ;

il Ak = In this Chapter, the changes in the economic
resources of the wvillage that have occurred from 1980 to

1987 are discussed. Economic resources of a predominantly
agricultural wvillage are mainly the land resources under the
control of the viilagers. Along with land, livestock, agri-
cultural tools and implements, labour,,capital, ce¢tc. are
included in econoumic resources for a village‘that derives its

major income from agriculturc.

2. Land Utilisation Pattern in the Village :

2.1. Land utilisation pattern of owned land of Nam-Deuri
gaon for 1980 and 1987 is shown in Table 3.1l. Land under
possession of the wvillagers has slightly declined to 376.60
hectares in 1987 from 400.01 hectares in 1980. This is because
of sale of land by some families that emigrated to Sadiya area
where fertile soil were available at a comparatively cheaper
rate, With the decline in total land there has been a decline
in net cultivable arca of the wvillage. On the other hand, along
with the increase in the number of households as a result of
separation, land under homestead and courtyard has slightly
increased in 1987 over that of 1980. Another important change in
land utilisation pattern is increase in area under current

fallow and this is natural for a village located near a river.

2.2 The land ownership pattern by size group of cpera-
tional holding for 1980 and 1987 is shown in Table 3.2. In
1980, four households did not have any operational holdings
while the number of households under this catcecgory has reduced
to three in 1987. Similarly, the net cultivable area
in the wvillage has also been reduced to 317.29 hectares in 1987
from 325.36 hectares in 1980 though the number of housecholds
has increased from 115 to 124 during the same period. Some of
the villagers leased ocut 8.24 hectares and mortgaged out 0467
hectare of land in 1980 wherecas in 1987, only 2.02 hectares

of land was leased out and no land was mortg2gedout.
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3¢ Operational Holding :
Yl The distribution of cultivable land of the wvillage

by operational size group is presented in Table 3.3 and the
percentage distribution of operational holding by siz¢ gruup

is shown in Table 3.4. The villagers leased in 16.89 hectares and

mortgaged «din 5.27 hectares of cultivable land in 1980. The
owners of leased in land are cither from the village itself

or from neighbouring villages. The area under leascd in land
has incrcecased to 34.12 hectares in 1987; but no land was
mortgaged 1n/that year. The rice in leased in land may be due
to smallness of owned cultivable land for sub-division and
fragmentation of holdlngs due to separation of families. On the
other hand, presence or absence of mortgaged in land depends
on availability of ‘ready cash to invest as well as necdy and
willing land owners to mortgagaed out. On the whole, total area
under operation has increased to 351.41 hectares in 1287 £rom
348.02 hectares in 1980.This increase in total operational
‘holding even after emigration of four households from the
village is due mainly to increcase in leased-in land.

N~

8200 i  Though there wds a falla bdn'both numBer. of marginal

farmers (below 1.00 hectares) and area the ey operated in 1987, the

the number- of small farmers increased to 34 (27.42%) 4n 1987
from 23 (20.00%) in 1980. The consequent risc in operational
holding in the group is 14.17 per cent from 9.17 pcr cent of
total operational land of the wvillage. In the case of the Semi-
medium farmers (2.00-4 .00 ha.), the rise in number of such
farmers is to 49 in 1987 from 44 in 1980. But the conseguent

- rise in operational holding for this category of farmers from
1980 to 1987 is only 1.27 per cent. There has been a slight £all
in the number of household in medium sized farms (.00 - 10.0
ha.,) from 27 in 1980-tw:25 in 1987. -But the percentage of land
operated by the medium farms has increcased to 45.66 in 1987

from 44,76 in 1980. The most striking fecature in the classifi-
cation of farmers according to size group of operational hold-
ing is the absenceé of big farmers in the village in 1987 whereas
2 (two) big farms were recorded in the wvillage at the time of
first point survey.

3.3. The average size of operational holding pcr household

for the village as a whole declined to 2.83 hectares in 1987
from 3.03 hectares in 1980. Some rise and fall in +the average

o

o .
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a2
size of operational holding in the different size-groups are
observed between 1QSQ and 1987 . But these variations 2rc not

so significant over a periovd of 7 years.

3. Arca under operation and land-man ratio by size group
of operational -holding is shown in Table 3.5.Land-man ratio

in the #Aifferent operational size—groups has: not cdifferc much
in 1987 from those in 1980. Land-man ratio has declincd in 1987
in the size~groups of 2.0 = 3.0, 5.0 — 7.5 and 7.5 — 10.0 hectares;
though decline is more prominent only in the l-tter two groupsi
The only size group in which land man ratio has increased to
0.3¢ in 1987 from 0.35 in 1980, is the 4.0 — 5.0 hect _=tc3.

But on the whole, lamd-man zatio for the village has Laen
reduced to 0.29 in 1987 from 0.33 in 1980. This implies thiat
there has been an underutilisation of available man-powa2r in
the agricultural sector in the village.

3.5 The cumulative distribution of ownership holdings is
shown in Table 3.6. The inequality in distribution of ownership
holdings® remained almost the same in the wvillage in the years

of first point survey and resurvey. Households in the smallér
size—-groups had very small ownership holdings which had been
utilised for homestead, cultivation of crops and other uses.As

a result of this, the farmers have to seek for leased in land in
the wvicinity of the wvillage;but that is also not available
according to requirements. So the people has to take resort to
other wvocations like petty trades, etc.for their livelihood.

3.6. The cummulative distributi on of operational holdings
by operational size-group is presented in Table 3.7 for 1980
and 1987 . The number of households without operational holding
has reduced to 3 in 1987 f£rin 4 ub 1980, Phesc¢ houscholds
either donot have cultivable land or they have leased out their

land because of small and uncconomic sizces.

e fim The distribution of area under operation by different
types of cultivating households is shown in Table 3.8. The per-
centage of houscholds cultivating only owned land to total
households has been reduced to 70.25 in 1987 from 77.48 in 1980.
Therc has been reduction of 50 hectares of operational land for
the owner cultivators duri ng the resurvey. On the other hand,
percentages of households and area operated by the mixed tenant
group (i.e. cultivating owned land as well as lecased in land)
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have incrcased in 1987 over 1980. The reduction of arca under
operation for the owner cqltivatof% in 1987 is the result of
conversion of some of the housecholds to the mixcd tenant’ group
for which percentage of arca operated also in this group has
increased. For the same reason, average size of holding for the
owner cultivators reduced to 2.59 hectares in 1987 from 3.17

hectares in 1980.

3e8. . It is a common fcature in the villagses in Assam that
most of the farmers are either small or marginal. Some: of them
depend on lcased in land either from big land owrers or absentec
landlords. But therc is acute scarcity of land for lease too.
Increase in Population has' also accelerated the problem of
suitable cultivable land in the villages. It is natural that

if the major portion of operational holding belongs to rent
receiver households the farmer's share of producce would be
minimum and this heavily tells upon his economy. The concentra-—
tion of owned operatioﬂal holdings according to size-group for
Nam—-Deuri is shown in Table 3.9. Almost 80 per cent or more of
the operatcd area in d ifferent Size-groups in Nam~Decuri belongs
to the villagers. It indicates that dependence on lecase in land
is not heavy in the village both in 1980 and 1987. Therce has not
been much wvariation on this point in both the years. Only in

the size groups of below 1.0 héctare and 4.0-5.0 hectarcs
percentages of owned operational land have declined considerably.
In other size-groups variation between the two years on per-—

centage of owned operational holding to total is nominal.

4. Livestock Population

4,1, Possession of livestock is very important for a farming
community. Besides helping in crop cultivation it helps the
farmers to enhance their economy to a great extent. Table 3,10
shows the distribution of livestock population owned by the’
people of Nam-Deuri in the year of first point survey and in the
year of resurvey.

4.2, Among the Deuri community pigs, goats, fowls and ducks
are considerad as the properties of the womenfolk. The entire
sale-procceds of these animals are exc;uéivc income of the women-—
folk. There has been incrcase in the population of goats, £fowls,

- ducks and pigeons in 1987. But inspite of incrcase in
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number of houscholds, a decline in pig population is found in
1987 . Rearing pig is popular in the wvillage as it fetches good
income because of its high cost in recent ycars. The decline in
pig population was due to an epidemic diseasc that broke out in
the wvillage before two yecars of the resurvey.

4.3 Draught animals are very important £or a village

whose economy mainly depends on agricalturc. Bullocks and he-
buffaloes are the main draught animals in Nam-=Deuri gaon. Some
times, of course, she-buffalocs in the waning stage are also
used for drawing ploughs. There has been a decline in the
bullock population in 1987. But this has been compensated by the
use of she-buffaloecs and horses as draught animal. The intro-
cuction of horses as draught animals is a recent phemomenon in
the village. There was no horse in the village in 1280; but

in 1987, 33 horses were found in the wvillage.

Z. Agricultural Tools and Implements s

SLEER Agricultural tools and implements are very important
assets for a ferming community. Prodw tion, to a great extent,
Zepends. on the quality and efficiecncy of the tools and imple-
rents used by the farmers. Table 3.11 shows the number of tools
and impleme nts in usé in the wvillage. The number of tools and
impleme nts has slightly increased in 1987 than those in 1980
with the exception that the number of Desi plough has declined
marginally in 1987 from those in 1980. There was only one power
tiller in the wvillage in 1980 which was sold before the resurvey.
But two other households have procured two new power tillers
chiiring the interwvening period and these have been foundc to be

in use.:But sdme of the farmers who cannot afford to have a
power tiller expressed their desire to use tractor for ploughing
s S thgy get-;t on hired basis. This desire of the farmers get

nore importance in wview of the high cost of draught animals.

Ee2e It has been mentioned carlier that Nam-Deurigaon is
situated in a f£lood-prone arca. Even then the village sometimes
suffers from scarcity of water évcn for winter paddy crop. So,
the peoplce f£elt the necd of irrigation in their ficlds. ‘There
were two diescli pump-sets in the wvillage in 1980 and the number
of such pump-sets rose to 14 in 1987. B But it is learnt that
pump sets have not been properly usilised. In most of the cases
pump—sets arce used only for irrigating the sced-beds of Sali
paddy. Some of the housenolds use the pump-sets for other purposes

like dehusking paddy, etc.
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Bas Altogether 7 (seven) dicesel operated shallow tube—-wells
were found to be in use in the village at tHe time of the resurvey.
These shallow tube—-wells arc ﬁsed, as and when necessary, by

those farmers whose farms are located near t he shallow tube-wells.
The expenditure of diesel is Porne by the individual £arming family
and it is reported that they have learnt the: proccss of operation
>f the shallow tube-wclls. Though electricity has been éxtended

to the village, it has not yet been extended to any of the shallow

tubc-wells,

S5e¢%e It is observed that some of the houscholds usc their
particularly
tubc—-wells in
be uscd for
the vegetables

individual tube-wclls for watering the Rabi crops
vegetables. Thesec households have, installed their
Such convenient places so that the tubes-wells can
both drinking water Purpose as well as irrigating
gardens .

6. Durablc Consumer Goods :

6.1, Table 3.12 shows thc number of durable consumer goods
in use in Nam-Dcuri gaon. The type of durable consumcr goods

that are uscd by a group of people indicates the cconomic
condition of the people to a great extent. The use of radio/

Table 3.12

Durable Consumcer Goods in Use, Nam-Deuri,
1980 and 1987.

Items - Lyl 1930 ‘ 1987
No.of DS SN SN O e A Naos,. in-
s IR EAAEES usc e USE
Radio/Transistor 117 1.7 21 22
Sewing Machine 15 15 1557 17
Bi-cycle 38 75 96 257
Gun/Pistol _ 6 6 ‘ 8 A = IR
HMotorcycle/Scooter 3 3 6 6
Watch/Clock - 20 : CHOM g T SRR, : 78
Torch 61 71 78 92
Lantern 115 200 124 ; 235
Patromax 157 ! : 20 26 Sl
Table 36 64 54 87
Chair 44 121 5 L85
Almirah 16 33 : 25 i6
Umbrella 45 77 58 94
Buckets 115 300 124 314
Boxes 46 . 182 52 203
Brass Mectal Vessels 15 232 23 288
Bell Metal Vessels 108 1658 116 1782
Aluminium Vessels 76 142 87 160
Cots 25 G0 38 93
Fishing Net 35 40 4.0 43
Chinese Pottery 3 12 16 72
Handloom 1 B4l 179 105 221
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transistor, Scwing machine, bi-cycle, scooter/motor cycle,
chincse cockery, ctcec., arc simple indicators of cconomic change .

as well as acceptance of urban way of life. Possession of a

gun is, of course, a prestige symbol in a tribal sccicty. Easy -
communication from the village to Jorhat town and sprcad of

cducation have helped the villagers, prarticularly the young
géneration to acquire some modern consumer durable good. Increcase =
in number of radio/transistor, bi-cycle, motor cycle/scooter,

etcein 1987 over 1980 has amply support this vicw.

7. Cottage Industry = o

Tieda All women of Deuri community like other iLssamese
women are expert weavoers. Most of their clothings as well as
some dresses for menfolk arc prepared at their family looms.
The Dcuri women have realised the benefits of fly-shuttle looms
(improvead looms) over traditional looms.

7 o2 Table 3.13 shows the number of looms by types that
are in use in Nam=Deuri gaon. The number of fly-shuttlc

Table 3,13

Number of Households and Possession of Handlooms ”
by Types : Nam-Deuri : 1980 & 1987.

e La

Types of Looms 1980 i 1987

No.of Noc .of No .of No .oFf
H.H. Looms Hakle Looms

Improved Looms 34 47 Fo 68 118

(Fly—-Shuttle) v e

Traditional Looms 79 132 (ST 103

(Throw-Shuttle) e P

Total = 113 179 105 221

looms has increcascd to 118 in 1987 from 47 in 1980, This is an

increase of 151 Per cent in 7 years. This clearly indicates the A
pPopularity of the improved loom in the village. Some of the
households possess more than one improved loom. This depends on <

the number-of women cengaged in weaving . On the other hand, the
number of traditional looms has dwindled away in the village,
The number has come down to 103 in 1987 from 132 in LOBO NIy

a fall of about 22 pPer cent in just 7 yearw.
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7«3 Production of g¢ndi and silk yarn is another cottage
industry of the village. Rearing endi worm or mulberry silk worm
is an exclusive Part-time job of the women of the village. But a
women of the village do not recar endi or silk worms - though
most of them know how to rcar the worms. Rearing mainly depends
on availability of fodder leaves. The concerncd womeén know how t
spin the yarns and usually they do the spinning themsclves at
home in leisure time. The clothes they wecave f£from home produced
endi or silk yarn arec mcant only for family members anl not for
sale.

7eda Table 3.14 shows the production of endi and mulberry

silk yarns in Nam-Deuri gaon for 1980 and 1987 . The number of

Table 3.14

Production of Endi and Silk Yarn : Nam-Decuri,
1980 and 1987.

Types of 1980 1937
Yarn No .of Produc—- Estima- No.of Produc—- Estima-—
HeH tion ted N EE SE e tion ted
(Kg.) Value Kg.) value
Rs.) (Rs.)
Endi 16 12 . 540,00 24 SBY 1SS 6350.00
Silk 5 4 460.00 9 Liciio) 5200,.00

houscholds rearing endi and s ilk has increascd in 1987 and along
with it production of yarn has also increascd. Rearing of mul-—
berry silk worm was introduced in the village only in the late
seventics. Mulberry plants have recently been planted Ly more
families in the village. When the plants will grow properly to
give sufficicnt fodder leaves for the silk worm, it is expected
that more families would rcar silk worm and derive economic
benefit from this cottage industry. However, it is scen from

the Table that the number of households rcaring endi and s ilk
and the production also have increased in 1987 than thouse in

1980.



CHAPTER IV
CAANGES IN LEVELS OF INPUTS AND OUI2UILS

I. Introduction :

1isTe In thlo Chapter tha changes in tho 2conowic . ressurces
and ec3n3m1c “activitiss "of the villagers of Jam-D2uri gaon
Are analysed., Ths economic rasources .arse Mainly coanfinad to

land resaurcvo,Alivestock, cottage industries, atcs and henca
the activities aro mainly related to agriculture. and other

allied sectors.

2. Agricultural Entarprise : _
2. 1% Rice s’ the staple f£o54 6f tha P20ople.of Nam-Dauri gaon.

S50 the major L20rtion: of . the cultivable’' area of tha villaga
is 3llocat=d to cultivation of winter 2addy ‘Sali), Suaner

fAhu) and Autunn 22addy(3ao} are the thrae varietiss of paddy
raised in ;pe village. Of thesa thfes, sali,_fhe winter paddy
dccupies the maxiaum area. A major part of thea arza uandoer 2addy
is @monocropped. Only a wvery small party of land is Cropped more

than Donce Crap. rotation followad +4in' the doubloe craggvi araa
are Ahu gaddg £ollowed hy Sali . 5addy and Sali; gadldy is' £5115wed
DYy pS2as under 1ay Cropoing mathod., Kharif va2getanles: like

3

Patai ’trichasanth’* diocia}! is followed by Rabi crops: 33s ides
thasge, tna-othyr Crops usually grown in the villagze arz @2stato,
‘ustard, 3lack Jraa, Jute, Vegetables otc. Patal and Justard
are the commercial Crops OSf the villaga,

3« Area,. Production and viola
Sisilie The Ar2a, production and yiecld of jlff=r4nt Crops Jrown
in the v1lllgv are ehown in Table 4.1. rhnv;raa univr Ahua padidy
and 3ao g)idy hav, dacline d in 1937 from thgsb in 1930, while
arza undaer Sali Qajiy, the principal Jadjj Crop, has iincreased.
On the whole, tatal 3r31 under Jaddy- hlb' increasad by only
8.20 Hectires in° 198%7. Dacline ' in avea under ‘Ahu and Baos paddy
depends on the production 2f sali paddy. If production from
Sali paddy is yuite 3294 and satisfactory, usually the culti-
vators do not 1like to take thes burden of raisingy Ahu' and 3aon
gaddy, Above all, 2arly rainfall and climatic condition is
2t ansther inducing factor fo undaertaking >nrlj paddy or: Ahu
cultlvatlan, 8a> paddy is cultivated in 1low lylnj Araas whaere

Sther crop cultlvatlon is not possible. . w
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B2 Yisltd of crops. in’ Ehe village Jdepends on rainfall,
climatic and other indapendently wvariable factors. ' As there
is no irrigation sy¢ystam 2ani tho available pumpsets arae used
Srimarily for wataring s223 bHods as the'water sourceaes. to 1lift
by ‘using pumpsets are 2ry limitad. S5, very . negligible part
2f the total croppsd aroz is irrigated. Crop cultivation in
general and major crop 5ali 22d3dy production mainly depends
on rainfall. Moreover, the village 1is f£fl3od,pxrona.2as it is
adjacent to the migthy river Brahmaputra. Sometiacs flo04d
damages the antire standing crop of tha village. Interculture
and other scientific internitant Operations are nosc . usually
done by the villagers in Any Ccrop exaept Patal cultivation
which brings them gonsd cash income.

BB Though‘there is a fall in area under Ahu fsumner } paddy,
yield rate of this Crop has increased slightly in 1987 whereas
both ‘area and yield rate in the case of B8ao {Autumn} paddy
have come down. On the other hand, increase in area under Sali
(Hinter) P2ddy and its yield rate in 1987 over 1980 are fairly
higher, though not Very <2ncouraging. Farmers in the size Jroups
of 2 hectares and above have Dean able to raise yisld rate
Of sali paddy in 1987 ovér 1980. But in the case of Anlu and
Bao paddy, it is seen that the Size-group of operational holding
has no relation either with increase or dacline in yield rate.

3eid 5 _Patal (a kind of summer vegetable) is cultivated by
the villagers with all eare rathar on a commercial basis as
it fetches good cash. Area under Patal cultivation has slightly
declined in 1987; but its yield rate has been raised consider—
ably. This is pPerhaps, because >f the fact that due to laborious
inter-culture like weeding 2and management raguirad in  Patal
cultivation, the farmers have intentionally cut 3iown their
size Oof Patal farms. But the cultivation of this crop APO2ars
€O Dbe popular amongst all categories  of farmers; all the
L2otential areas are used for cultivation DfE=this  crans.

Chodsyk Ar2a under Potato, Matikalai (8lack ygram), Pea, Jute,
Vegetables, Tobacco> and WNheat has increased in 19837 over 1980
whereas area under Mustard has declined. The yield rate of
all the above mentioned Crops except potats and jute have been
found to have increased. But the rise in yield: rate' o5f these
Crops oOver a perios of 7 years cannot. be said to be satisfac-
tory. Yield rate of wheat could not be compared because of
non-availability of yield rate f£5r the first point survey.
dheat cultivation is not indigenous in this part >f the
country.®55; "adootion of such -a new crop in a tribal village



~ 52°=
brings naew hope 5

ecause in flooh3l 2rona
vated in ‘winter

Séason aven if there is f1553
'crog'cuitivation D=risd. Tha
‘haves°3f“flodd may be
substituto
from theo

1555 incurraa dus to
significantly Substantiated ana
£o0d item tH the affecteg
Observation that ‘aft

2r f1554s, when the standin g
" CxrOop is damagel theo Stata

Govt, introsiluced alternative

Crops in the araa., Sa;,

cultivatel ip the village at the time

i.e. wheat as one of tpa
‘is ' founi to  ‘Ha
resurvey,

Land Utilizaéion Pattarn in tha

19580 R The 1andg utilization Lvattern in the village is
in ' Pabla 4.9 The Percentage o>f araea
net arcea sown was 24.638 i
has

Village =

Sown imdre than osnca

shown that €rog intensity has
PSr cent in 1980 from 121.91

22 cent in 1980, The
net cultivataa araa

has railucel substantiallj t> 0.29 h

ed to 0.33 hectare in 1930,
capita neot cultivatag

in 1987 as comyar

area is

obviously baecausoe of
in population in the village,

Tabla 4.2/

Land Utilisatiosn Lattern in the village
Nam-Deuri 3 19890 & 1387

{ Area in hectare)

Areas it ean Lo culti—

Sdccessive
2Xrovided
L2eople. It Ay be opined
~addy
crop
wasat Croy

shown

n 1937 as against 21.94 in 1980. This
Slightly increase3 to 124.69
'Her capita
2ctare
Tha £all in JOICS o

increase

rarticulars 1380 1987
Net area sown 348,02 351 041
Area sown more 76.37 86.77
than onca

Gross Cropoad area ‘ 424,39 4383.18
Per capita net ‘ 0.33 0.29
cultivataed araa

Area sown mora than 21.94 24.69
once as % of net '
Araa sown

Crop Intensity 121.94% 124,.69%

4.2, Crop wise area, out
for 1980 ana 1987 are
1987 22ddy covarel maxi
and hence

Lut anil valys Of crops for the village

shown in Table 4.3. Both in 1980

mam Of the
naximum amount S5f income
22 cent rise in Area under
Was workau out t» be 6.7

and
Cropped area of thao village
- Thdugh there wWas only 2.3

Paddy, theo increaase in 2roduction

P2Sr cent. Next ¢t-> Laddy, Patal is

in the suamer -

&



Table 4.3

Cropuise Arca in hectares, Opuput in Quintals and Value in
Rupees Nam-Deuri: 1980 & 1987.

e

Name of Crops 1980 ] . s1987 mm.ﬂ.@ﬁmm%.zgﬁlg ADBLmBV
“Area in  Output in Value Area in  Qutput in Value in  Area Production
_hectare Quintals in Rs. hectare Quintals Rs.- Sy OB\ T s BN A
1. Sali Paddy 269.73 4225.15 415515 292,19  4731.45. 7% %0 8.32 16,98
2 hat O 81.11 903.61 90009 69.58 785.76 102136 14,26 13.04
3.'Bag M 5.48 78.93 7893  2.83 40,37 4956 52,00 48,05
_(Total) Paddy 35 .32 5207.69 51347 364.52  5557,58  §64052 25 31 6RT72
4, Patal 9.5 505.78 119920  8.61 467.50 116805 9.94 (A
5. Potato 311 Tel4s 90050 & 5422 120.25 20462 67.85 67.62
6. Mustard. 37.63 .369.12° 91275 3 .49 361,97 101350 3.30 1,94
7. Matikalai. 12.28 34.17 8542 10.04 29.15 11531 18.25 14.70
1 8, Pea 1,03 9,00 1800 6,10 55.08 12398 492,24 512,00
HL Scudic 0.22 2.41 602"  0.71 7.70 2002 222.73 219.51
0 10, Tobacco(Green) 0.04 0.20 30 0%27 1.46 584 5,76 630,00
I 11. Wheat . 8.20 N.A. - 0.95 11.50 2185 375.00 N.A.
12. Vegetables 4.56 15.40 = 14420 - 5.27 N.4. 20719 15.57 N.A. .
Suh=Tntal:Field ° 424,95 6215.51 759071 434.18  6612.19 1152088 312 B9
crop |
Horticultural naobm N.A. N.A. 13925 N.A. = SNn B 18272 - B s
TOTAL 424,95 6215.51 77293% 438.18  6612.19- 117030 3.11 b.sBBE
f
|
7 b L ' o 3
,ﬁ : : ..)
_ ; '8 ” Q
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the crop which Prought to the villagers substantial income
although there was a fall ia areas under tha Crop by 9.9 per

Cent TN 1987, the conseyuent fall in 2roduction of Patal was
only 7.5 pr cent. which means that 28r hectare yiesld has s3lightly
improved, Mustard is the third important Croyp in tha village

froa income 22int of view. In the casa of mustarl also thare®

Was a iwmarginal fall in arwea in 1937, but income froa it in
terms of value has increasci. B30oth 2atal ana mustaril are jrown
by the villagers with commercial motive,

4.3, Are2a under Mmatikalaiblack gramd) fiell in 19537 £roim
that in 1980, but aroa under pea incréaséd considaranly Zurinyg
the period. Pesa is 2roved to be a 2rofitabla Crop in tho village
bDeacause it is ruised:with fhe minimum 1abour as it is grown
under relay’ Cropping wmethod 'in the Salif{winter) paddy arca.
Though other Crops like jute, tabacco and wheat can Dring morae
income to the farmers, the arz2a allocated to thass Croos are
negligiblse in Aggregate ‘both in 1980 and 1387. Only whoeat is
the neow Crop introduced in the wvillage ana its arsa has
substantially increased in 1287 that bafore. vegetanlas >ther
tpan,Patal.anj 2Sas are grown by the vilIagers mainly for home
consuwmption, only the surplus poroduced are marketad and thus
has little ingortanca from commercial Point of wviow,

4.4, Patal and mustara are the two Main croos which can be
cultivatal on commercial basis for better incoma in the village,
But here the main constraint is Scarcity of sufficient sSuitabla
land in the areca and maximum raguirement of labour Pvarticularly
in intercultural and weeding OJ)erations in Ppatal cultivation.

4.5, Tablea 4.4 shows the Lroduction and valuo £from

horticulture and forast L2roducts for the village. The
horticultural Crops raised by the villagers of Nam-Dauri gaon
are mainly arecanut, lemon anad batal: Yaaf. Betal laaf JLlants
are easily damaged Dy f£loonds, Hdence, they 4o not favour the
idea of raising betal leaf plants. Aas horticultural Croous are
Jrown Dby the villagers 2rimarily in their homaestead graa,  the
areaa exactly undier horticultural 2lants coull not ba
2Ascartained. So is tho case with foraest 2roducts. Income from
forest products are mainly derived from Simalu-tulafsilk cotton)
and thatch 3rown in the uncultivated land of Some villagers,
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Table 4.4

Production in valu2(Rs.) from Horticulture and Forest
Dy Size-Group Jam-Deuri : 1980 and 1987

Size Group 1930 1887
fin hect.? e

. Horticul- Forest Aorticul- forast

ture culture
Land less 360,00 - - -
Below 1 hect 800.00 - 513,00 - -
I AEON 220 Y 1,590.00 2,085.00 . 1,510.00 3,450.00
2 &9 3 BN 120500 1,680.00 5.921.00 1.0, 539.00
BEEoFd = Y 810.00 1,650.,00 1,240.00 7£0.00
4 to 5 U 6,610.00 3,980.00 1,090.00 -—
S5 g5 1,370.0C0 1,570.00 3,376.00 19280500
745157 B oy b i 765.00 4,750.00 3,022.00 590,00
10 & above 500.00 750,00 —— -
Total 3 13,925.00 16,465.00 18,272.00 28,130..090
IS The study reveals that onlj nSminal change in gcropping

Ah=2at is
The area under peas has incresased,

Pattern have been taking place. the only naw crop
introduced in the villags.

At the time of resurvey seven shallow tube wells ware installed.

Two houszholds purchasad two  power tillers at 50 Dexr cent
subsidised rate, The farmers are now using more horssass for
2loughiany which are proved to be more efficient than bullocks.

#ith proper gjuidance from tha 2xtension agencies thers is ample

SCope in agricultural development in the village.

S. Employment in Agriculture :
(et b is thea
£

or the wvillagers of Nam-Deuri gaon. B8oth male and female adult

Agricultura most important source of 2uployment
in wvarious
the full
and old

from time to

p2rsons Oof every cultivating houschold are sngagad
operations. The
and the helpers
full-time

agricultural

agricultural family labours inclule

time family workers also. Studaents

2Srsons, who help the family labours

time particulturaly in season are termsd as

halpers. Besides family labours, some houscholds having insuffi-

cient family labours or having larges operational holdings angage

hired labours. Hired labours are of two' categoriss @ wviz.



RaAther this gyrouy, of Faraor

fi* ‘casuaally airsd lanours anld “ii 22rioAically Hir:l worker

Or paraaaunz2atly hirasl Workars. Tha casual Ia-surs ur

DL S S 43132

a3 aad whan necessary ba ldaily

eagloyed on cash or <103’ wage olus ST gt sits  ofiSEndd qmaade

Jat tha 2riddic  lasdurs  ara sagaged sither #3x 2 £ onkas  or
£or ths wasle y2ar AnA RS s b stzj wita: tastssnglioysr
nva=°noll_'jar1 n.g.. ‘thair “"; Chay ars provilsl witns SRS ESaeg
clotnings, aall 2 \tc,, 15 e, 2y fanil a2nbD3r, Phais: R P . - T
contracted  eithsr  for the Lwhole 22riod on  Lra-3u.0 LR

Ja aontnly sasis.

AT Tadls 4.5 shows ‘tha Aistributisn 5 worle.r - . el

in  agricultural work According to faram-szica, In / V7.2

workars wara 2ajaj21 ia ajriculturs in Chie St T 3aied L ae . sa s

workars, 34,35 23X caent are faanil,;, worxkoscs, thae corres son in.
figure for 1330 wais I6.36 par icent. Tha dsclino in  tns aamser
Of total worikers in 1337 which was 333 In 1330 is,. . toe zosult

Of £all ia the number 2f helpers in that YASX 25 fiaiug . oru tha

students 3€oppo2l going to Tl s sy § Tesult, Ethe tHEal saasar
Of male workors also caaa down ta 225.in 1937 from 314 a0

The nuadar of fanily workors reduced in 1937 - also DESRTSS  OF

2aigration of 42 faaily | from ' tho villaga, Pas paaidsc of
S2raanantly airaed workors has alasst ramaias? saasn. gt tha
Qu.AD2r  S5F casually, 2aploysai ladours aas Increasad f At NS Do
cent in ()37 opvachn 1930

D A In 1939 . dnly the Ear.asrs DaAving comparatival ¥ A r s

faras of; 4.0 hactares and  above caplsys21 hired workaers.  3ut
it 1is founl that in. 1937 som: houssholis ovoea wikh 3.0a1l
noldings havae 2n4ajed  hireld. Labours. DTho

~=a

td> 150k after thoir oz Herell RSBl G e g I S NS othoxs i oy

475 (o
for this changa are ‘i s5a. nouscholils 2noloy

2 Sven though they
Ar2 Jwner oSf small holidin.s SnPloysed hirsi lasour o Sn2stajo
>F Fanily IADOULS,  Lilbs S as tne cultivabls arsa nas 3 DD e S P
Srepared in a  short tiaos aftarn i Fls5HEs  bran S ER TR e viica

SNOBEAGS  Sf faauily labour 20jage hiradl workers altnosa a g’ R

o
Are small £aracrs, S5O, .tho HION D031 . of 2ngaging hirasd 1ssour

only oy the Conparatively DHigsar far yor egkigy nobiifaangyin T iy

- D

nave Hacsaoz S2lE-Fosndeat =9

3
Dafdbrs as Ehay ara depealin.g laess on nirod | workers,

3
2

Wage a3 E. Thnese 1zohours ara

-
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Table 4.5

Distribution of workers engaged in Agricultural work by farm
size groups Nam-Deuris 1980 & 1987,

— - . L p— it i v

Size Groups s
(In hectares) %) 1960 EOw 1967 o g
No,_ Family worker Casually Permanen- Total No. Family Worker Casually permanently Total Worker

— —

of Marker  Helper_ Hired tly hired Worker of UWorker Helper hired hired

Ha i : . Morker  uworker He 5 Worker Worker
SRR e IR SR R o S T R e B i M E
Landless (o= = = = T ™ 5 T o = 3 N S = ) o -] = 2 3
Balaulifhecte (o ial9e w8 800 e 2= o= Q) 208 2251 LA MBEREOMERIE A e iy - 25 26
dai=i2 2SRAO R ABR BTN 1h = -1 - -. 60 63 Y SV R Y = 2 - 54 59
2 ik 28 52 49 20 18 = =R - 72 67 i ST I 1 7 5 1 ~ 104 126
=" LE i) S A S - - - 59 56 12 25N R 20 B 6N - 4 - 33 26
4 -5 18540 wahl 46145, -2 1. 2 =3 OIS ST OO b Rl = - 10 17
9= 7D BRI SEF) 00 2 G = 325 B 14 AR 5 B4 N5 i 4 - 51 47
Taat=na 5 49: 21 5 4 - 1 4 =28 06 3] 2.0, WS ZENDN es - 1 - 25 28
10 & abovs 20 T S8 1 e LN A i ST - - = = - - - - - = =
Total fi5 924 959 B2 BB 5 g " 43 - 344 344 124 249 292 E3 509 12 14 - 325 354
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Table 4,6

Income of the Agricultural Labourer by Category
and Sex : Nam-Deuri : 1980 and 1987,

Categ.ry of Sex L o vaeRan el v i) 1987 3 18 A
hired labourer No., Total No. Total Wages Wages No. Total No. Total Wages Wages
of days. (Rs.) per of days. (Rs.) per
labour- labourer
er (Rs,) (Rs.)
1. Permanently
hired. M 3 3,495 11,545 888 14 4,265 29,400 2,100
2. Casually ° , : _
hired, ol 5 292 1,750 350 9 540 6,200 689
F 7 595 2,975 425 10 820 6,650 665
Total : . 25 4,382 16,270 650 33 5,625 42,250 1,280

Note: Permanent labourers were generally engaged for 10 months i.e. from 2pril
. to mid-January, But 3 labourers in 1980 and 4 in 1987 were found to stay
with the employer for the whole year,
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5.4. Income of the agricultural labou;s by category and sex
for 1980 and 1987 are Presented in Table 4.6. The average annual
wage for a permanently employed worker has gone up to Rs.2,100
in 1987 froin Rs.888 in 1980. Similarly, the average total wage
received by male and female casual labour has also increased
considerably in 1987. The rise in mainly because of mor<e number
Oof days  engaged and higher wage rate prevalent in the area
in 1987. Again, higher income of the female workers from casual
employment is for the fact they get more opportunity to be
engaged as hired 1labour in transplanting and harvesting in

Ppaddy cfop.

5.5% It has been mentioned earlier that in Nam-Deouri gaon
only two power tillers are in use. So bullock and buffalo are
the main draught power for Ploughing fields. The number of
draught animals has slightly increased in 1987. The increase
in the number of draught minerals is mainly‘ due to the
introduction of horses as a draught animal in the villaga,
although ‘it is used mainly in the Rabi Crop secason. The
distribution of draught power by farm-size group and average
ar=2a ploughed by draught animal is shown in Table 4.7. The
average area ploughed by a pair of draught animal has come
dbwn to 0.77 hectare in 1987 from 0.81 hectare in 1980. But
the variations in the average area per ploughing draught animal
varies from one size-group to another. It wvaries from 0.40
hectare to 1.10 hectares in 1987 as against from 0.69 hactare
£o *1.29 hectare in 1980. But this does not actually mean the
cdpacity of a bullock to Plough. The use of a pair of bullock

or buffalo or horses to its optimum capacity to plough depends

on how the draught animals are used by the farmer in the best
Possible way. It ds to be added here that some farmers
particularly the small ones hired bullock for ploughing their
land as they do not have own bullock or other draught power.

€. Disposal of Crops 32 }
6.1, Input in agriculture and residual income are worked

out and shown in Table 4.8 according to operational Size-groups.
Agricultural input in Nam-Deuri gaon includes value of seeads,
fertilisers, wages paid to owners of hired draught animals,
agricultural labours and rent paid for leased in land. This
does not cover the cost of family labour, cost of tools and
implements and mainténance cost of draught animals. S0,

v



Table 4,7

Distribution of Draught Power by Far

m Size Group :

Nam-Deuri : 1980 anc 1987,
e 1980 1987
Farm olZe
Groups Nolof No.of bullocks Total Opera- Average No.of No.of Total Average
(In hects.) o and he-buffaloes rational SLel per H.H. bullocks operatio-  area(ha)
_ holdings ploughing Re=buffa- nal per
(hect,) draught loes & holdings plough=
animal horscs (hect) ing
(hect.) draught
animal
Landless 4 1 - —-— 3 2 = -
1 Below 1 hect. 15 20 10,46 0.52 13 22 8.73 0.40
o L0 =20 23 “46 31,93 0.69 34 66 - 49.79 0.75
O 2950 = 920 28 85 69.62 0.82 37 & s116 89.73 0.77
L3802 800s © den o d5s 57.11 0.88 12 80 42,69 0.53
S LR 57.04 0.78 5 39 21.85 le
5.0 = 7,5 8 38 46,71 1.3 14 76 83.58 1.10
7.5 = 10,0 6 52 52.04 1,00 6 55 55.04 1.00
10 & above 2 18 28.22 1.29 - - == -
Total : 115 431 348.02 ek wET 124 456 351,41 0.77

"
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Table 4.8,

Utilisation of Agricultural produce in various inputs in production
process and value of sale by farm size group (value in
Rupees) Nam-Deuri 1980 and 1987.

> > -

1980

Size group - 2
of operatio- No.cf Value of INPUT EXPENDITURES Sub  Sale Per H.H.
nal holdings He.H. total Value of Value of Hiring -Uages to  Rent for._ total - Value Residual
(in :mowmwmmw output Seeds Fertiliser of hired Ag= Leased in of ~ Income.

: Bullocks ricultural Land. inputs Lo

Labour

Landless 4 - - - - - - - - ) Za
Belouw 1 hect. 15 29450 2120 - 245 -- 1100 3435 5500 135.1.00
1.0 = 2.0 23 82270 A 383 17 80 - 4410 10890 19040 qum.Mm
2.0 - 3,0 28 162525 11749 . - - - 3010 14759 57590 7920.57
3.00= 4,0 6 118563 9938 195 -~ - 735 10858 43780  3994,59
4.0. - 540 13 130563 9324 - -- 4550 -- 13974 49150  51%,85
9.0 - 7,5 SO TR T 22 = 1750 4000 - .13253 45288~ 4725.50
7.5 = 40,0 6 112220 9123 20 (222 4910 - - 14055 74740 3904 ,17
Total 115 7729% 59400 270 7295 16270 13255 89490 . 30268 3279,81
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Table 4.8, (Contd.)

Utilisation of Agricltural

Process and value gf s

Rupees ) Nam

Produce in vari
ale by farm si
=Deuri 1980

and 1987,

ze group (valug in

ous inputs in production

S ——— —————

Size group No. of  Value of INPUT EXPENDITHRE - 9 Sub _ sale —_Per.H.H,
of operational H.H. .. total Value- -Value of Iwwmzuzz.smamw;wo Rent for  total Value Residual
holdings, output bf  Fertilises of Hired Hg- lessed in_ input Income.
(in hectare) - : Seeds - Bullocks ril, " Land

L : Labour
Land less 3 T =2 T = = == == e =
Below 1 hect., 13 38920 2298 - 1720.00 2400 1800 8190 5875 2355.,77
1.0 = 2.0 34 184045 115% - 4200,00 45 89 5800 27285 4139 3393,0
2,0 - 300 37 276 451 18370 - - 4377 5500 39047 87792 4043 ,84
3.0 - 4,0 12 14295 3 9018 -- == =« B0g4 3300 20412 49879 5055 . g
4,0 - 9.0 5 75170 45 33 - - - 5980 106 13 20275 885 ,20
5. 0°s 9 . 5 14 26 1591 156 80 —-— -~ 176 95 13300 455175 108882 1518 83
7.5 = 10 6 172938 10715 - -- 4995 6400 22110 114358 5578.33
10 & above - - -~ -- -- -~ -- -— -~ -
Total 124 1152088 " 72282 -— 5920,00 42250 43080 174332--425 455 4533,05
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Table 4.9

Proportion of Expenses on Inputs and Sale to Total Receipts of
Crops in Size Groups of Opcrational Holdings s
Nam=Deuri : 1980 and 1987.

Size Group of 1980 1987
operational
holdings - Value of P.C.expenses P.C.of Value of P.C.expenses P.C.of
product on Hsvcﬁm sale product on inputs sale
(in Rs.) (in Rs.)
Landless : - - - - e —
Below 1 hectare 29,450 24.30 20.69 38,920 21,04 17,66
1,0 = 2,0 82,270 13.24 23.14 1,84,045 14.83 22.49
2.0 - 3,0 1,62,525 9.08 35.43 2,76,461 14,12 BUTS
3,0 - 4,0 1,18,563 - ST 36.93 1,42,963 14.28 34.89
4.0 = 530 1,30,683 10.69 37.61 75,170 14,12 26,97
540 =755 96,345 13.76 47.01 2,61,591 17.84 41,62
.N-m = HDQO H\HN\NNO HN.W\N mm-mo HQQN\ONMW HN.-Nm m%owo
H0.0 MN %O/\@ &ONQQO NOQMO N.N -HO == —i bad_!
Total : 7.72,936 11558 39.62 11,52,088 14,19 37.02

<
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deducting cost of all thesce inputs as: mentionesd above froa
the total value of the produce, the residual income for the
housceholds have been calculated. Data on input and output are
rough astimates basad on information srovided by the
respondents. No chemical fertiliser was used in tho village
in 1987 as against some use in 1980. The farmers opined that
there is no use of chemical fertiliser as the soil is rich
enough for any crop cultivated in the village.

B lie The avarage residual income. per houschold froim
agriculture is found to be Rs.4533 in 1987 as comparzd to
RS.3279.81 in 1980, It is seen that per household avaerage
residual income from cultivation increases along with the
increase in farm size upto the size group of 4.00-5.00 hectarcs,
After this, comparatively in bigger farm, average residual
income tends to decline with the exception that per houscehold
residual income in 1980 in the size group 10 hectares and above
was the highest of all. On thé whole, both in 13880 and 1987
the average per houschold residual income in the size groups
velow 3.0-4.0 heétares is 1lower .than that taking all the
houscholds together. The residual income may be. taken as return
to family labour. =4

(S Table '4 .9 shows the proportion to  expenses in inputs
and the proportion of sale in terms of value for total receipts
from different Crops. Some houscholds with small farms sell

2 portion of their paddy not becausz that they are surplus

in paddy; but to meet their day to day reguirements of items
they could not produce in their farm, Virtually, this may be
termed as distress sale on the part of the poor farmers. Salece
includes any agricultural produce sold by. a houschold. It
obviously includes Patal, Mustard, etc. which are, by and large,
grown on commercial basis including paddy and other rabi crops
and wvegetables grown mainly for home consumption. Only the
surplus produce are marketed.

7. Employment in Cottage Industries :

reilie Weaving: is the only houscehold cotttage industry worth
the name in the village. Almost all the women know how to weave
in their looms and they feel proud of it. Besides handloom
weaving, reari&g of eéndi and silk worms andispipning is done

by some women in the village. The position of employment in
cottage industry in Nam-Deuri gaon 1is shown in Table 4.10.

>
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Table 4,10

Employment in Household Cottage Industries by Age-Group
Nam-Deuri : 1980 and 1937.

Age=-Group 1980 2 1987
Male Female Total man- Male Female Total man-

days engag- days engag-
ed ed

10 - 15 - 27 3,375 - 37 LA 4,722

15a~o0 . 69 9,960 S 71 9,820

20 - 25 -- 45 6,570 -~ 70 10,314

25 - 30 1w 36 5,040 — 44 6,085

30 - 40 1 86 7,560 - 50 6,708

40 - 50 24 80 3,900 't 35 4,476

50 - 60 s =% 3 e See5 593

Total 4 263 BB A0S T 42,718
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Table 4,11

Production and Value of Handloom Products :
Nam-Deuri : 1980 and 1987,

Name of Products 1980 1987

Output Value of yarns Output -Value of yarns
(Rs.) ‘ (Rs.)

Name of Products ;

No. Value Home  Purcha- No. Value Home Purchased

(Rs.) produ- sed i (Rs.) produced
H ced

Cotton Gamosa(Yiecha) 585 3,510 == T 2020 764 =5 570 ~w V Eh¥gne
Cotton Mekhela(Igo) 487 7,305 - 23557 578 ~10;716 - 3,752
Cotton Chaddar (Chador) 480 6,720 - ‘2,395 606 9,908 - 3,894
Cotton Dhoti (Jnko) 439 5,707 ~- 35781 = 511, ==g.1g5. -- 5,738
Cotton Zed Sheet(Topey) 13 ~ 195 se 7 giadEe 58 985 - 600
Cotton Shirting(Chola) 3 45 = 25 35 646 - 445
Silk Clothing (Nunce) 10 550 460 200 28 7771,960 1,150 -
Endi Wrapper (Aria yee) - 8- -~ 60§ 540 - 36 4,500 2,700 --
Others 3 54 - 32 - - - -
Total : 2,028 . 24,686 1,000 10,116 2,616 42,771 sl of o MRS 0 7

Note : All the endi and silk yarns produced at home were not used.
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Women availed the available opportunity of employment in cottage
industry in the village. As compared to 253 women engagaed in
Cottage industry in 1980, 312 women were engaged in the wvocation
in 1987. This increase of women workers may be 3ue to increase
in the number of woemn in working age-group in 1937. 3ut in
1987 no male person in the village was found to be engaged
in any cottage industry. In 1980 also only 4 persons were
=njaged in cottage industry - like Carpentry, Bamboo and Cane
WOrk, net (fish) making, <otc. Employment in cottage industry
aas been taken only as a part time job in the off-agricultural
Scéason. Because of this, the average man-days per worker engaged
i.: cottage industry has by and large, remained the same.

7 o2 The Deuri women waava to meet the reguirements of the
family. Though some of their products are very fine and of
superior guality they hardly sell them. At the time of festivals
they like to offer articles like Gamosa(Towel) to their near
and dear ones and to the Juests of honour. In the case of
unmarriead girls whatever handloom , products remain, after
distribution to members of the family according to need,
Automatically becomz her Personal property. They are allowed
to take these handloom products to their husband's place at
the time of their marr iaga. Actually, the Deuri younyg girls
weave a good number ‘ of clothes and ‘apparels for future
Provision.

Thieiey Table 4.11 shows the handloom products of Nam-Deuri
gaon for 1980 and 1587, The important products are
Gamosa {Towel), Mekhala(Women's lower garment), cChaddar (Women's
upper garment), Dhoti, Bed sheet, Shirting, Silk clotning and
Endi weapper. Production of handloom articles has increasad
sufficiently in the year of resurvey of the village. In 1980
alogether 2028 picces of cloths were woven. As against in 2616
in 1987. All the yarns, coloured or otherwise were mill made
and purchased from the market; but the yarns for silk {mulberry)
ans 2ndi were home produced. Howeﬁer, all the home produced
yarns have not been used for weaving in 1987,
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CHAPTER V

Changes in:' Zcononic conditions

1. Introduction :

1.1.The last two chapters deal with the economic activi-
ties and the change that have occurred bestween tne First Point
Survey (1980) and ths Resurvey (1987) in Nam-Deuri jaon. In
the present chapter the changes in economic conditions of the
households and the wvillage as a whole are assessad with refer-
ence to income and expenditure pattern. The changes in the
consumption pattefn, housing conditions, possession of Jdurable

consumer goods, dress habit, luxury and comfort; etc. ar= xsact
to indicate, by and large, the changes in the standari of living

Of the villagers.

1a2, The way of 1living of the Deuris of Nam-Deuri
gaon is simple. But the People of the wvillage have recently
found some new avenues to raise their earnings through agricul-
ture including horticulturs, pretty trades and salaricd jobs.
Better communication facilitices than byegone days, though not
satisfactory, and the movement of the traders from Jorhat town
and other . marketing facilities have helped the wvillagers in
getting good prices for their agricultural commoditices,
Similarly, better education facilities upto higher secondary
level in the vicinity of the village are the inducing factor
for raising the number of salaried job holders and hence income
from the source.: But  sometimes flood from the Brahmaputra
because of proximity of the village to the riwver damage the
Crops causing heavy loss to thae villagers.,

2. Sources of Income 3 :
e b The important sources of income of the villags ‘are

agriculture including horticulturec, orofession and sarvice
and salaried jobs. Income from livestock and poultry is not
up to the exception in the village. In a traditional tribal
village where rearing Pig, poultry, etc. are traditional and
socially approved of and where there are ample scope for rearing
milch 2animals dincome from livestock and poultry coull have
more. But the peosple reported that duzs to recurring epidemics
of poultry birds and Pigs the wvillagers have been losing all
incantives in rearing these birds and animals on commercial
basis. On the other hand, it is observed that the eopla are
not so much interestzd in rearing milch animals to incroase
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their income from milk or milk products. It was observai that
due to recurrance of floolds and disecases that have occurred
in epidemic form after flood took away number of livestock
and poultry birds. This is ona of ths reasons for which people
are showing apathetic attitude towards livestock rear ing
although that was a traditional Occupation of the Desuri’s.,

227 The major source of income of the village is aygriculture
including horticulture. With the data collectaed from the village
it was possible to calculate. the net income from agriculture
by deducting all POssible costs of Ainputs and depreciations.
From the total value of out put the actual ‘expenses iuncurred
in seed, hiring of draught animals and wages paid to. hired
labours, etc. are subtracted. Tho ramaining portiosn 57 “otal
value -of the agricultural products is considered as residual
income to the houschold. However, the input may be than that
what has been calculated because many of the respondents have
failed to recollect the actual of input in thoir farms. The
total wvalue of agricultural products is worked out by adding
the wvalue of the home consumed goods at farm harvoest price
tS the actual return from sale of agricultural commoditiss.

23 The gross income of the village for 1980 and 1937 from
different sources is presanted in Table 5.17.. Total village
income has increased by 73.63 per cent in'' 1987 “over “1980.
Agriculturc including horticulture has contributed 75.20 per
cent and §5.56 per cent in 1530 and 1-987.respectivaly., Parcen-
tage of dincome to total has increased in 1987 in the cases
of 'Trade, éommerce and Transport' angd Profession Sorvices
and Salaried job', particularly rise in the contribution of
the latter source of village income is sSpectacular in 1937,
But the contribution of other sources to the total village
income-has shown a downard trend in 1987,

a
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Table No, 5.1,

Village Gross Income by source, Nam-Deuri, 1981 & 1937,

Source EINERT: 1981 S o v 1987 AR e

Gross Percentage Gross Percentage

Income Income

Amm-v ,Awm.v
Agriculture AHsOHcmHs@ 772936 1520 1170360 65.56
Horticulture),
Livestock & Poultry, 79537 7.74 108117 6.06
Arts and Crafts. . 24686 : 2440 42771 2,40
Trace, Commerce, trans- I .
POEt, 43450 4,20 97570 5.46
Profession, Services and
Salaried income, 74296 Ta23 331260 18,56
Forest Products(Cane,
Bamboo, Thatch), 16465 1.60 28130 1.58

 Wages (Agril, and Non- e . : T S
Agril.), : 9980 0.97 4500 i 0425
Rent on leased out lapd 6470 063 " == ~2320 o 01S
Total : - 1027820 100,00 1785078 100,00
. b S g L
* e

PP Twees |
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x> & 9
Jable 5.3.
Distribution of Households according to level of gross annual
income : Nam-Deuri : 19r0 & 4eg7,
Income Groups 1980 1987 .
No. of Total Apnual Per H.H, No. of  Total &nnual Per H.E,
H.H. Income Income HeH. Income Income
Below 1,000 2 1152 576 = 5 ..
1000 - 2,000 6 9285 1547 1 1897 1897
2000 - 3,000 11 30805 2800 6 16948 2831
3000 - 4,000 14 48307 3450 (8 30312 3789
4000 - 5,000 12 54946 4579 9 41703 4533
5000 - 6,000 9 49471 85447 10 58490 5849
5000 - 7,000 8 51120 6390 10 5872 6857
7000 - 8,000 10 74980 7498 12 94126 7844
8000 = 10,000 11 995 12 9055 10 90915 9092
10000 - 15,000 16 197210 12362 11 1% 0H78 146 07
15000 ~ 20,000 5] 104827 17471 20 392214 1% 11
20000 & above 10 306 105 30610 27 829085 30707
Total 115 1027820 8938 124 1785078 1439

———
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Table 5.4.

—— e a e m——s

Per household Keuidual Income from Agriculture by Size Group:
Nam-Deuri : 198U & 1987.

.

— ——— " — " - e 4 e

Size Group 153152 0 e ook 1387
( In hectare) No. of Gross Total Residual Per H.H. No. of Gross Total Rev.dual Per H.H.
. H.H. _Income Input Income Incame H.H. Inceme Input Income  Income.
Landless 4 - - = - 3 - - - -
Below 1 15 29450 3435 25015 1734 S 38920 8190 30739 2354
=2 23 82270 10890 71380 31103 34 184045 27285 15676 1) 4511
=3 28 152525 14759 147755 5277 37 275047 39747 237414 5417
3 -4 1 118553 10858 1075 95 5731 12 142953 29412 122551 10213
4 -5 13 13%B83 13974 1167199 8978 5 781V0 19513 54557 12999
O D f %5345 13253 83092 10385 14 251591 45575 214916 15315
(o | 5 112223 14755 98165 1636 1 5 172938 22119 150828 25138
17 & above 2 47887 8256 32624 16312 - - - - -
Total 115 773036 89490 683445 5943 124 1152988 174332 977755 7685
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Table 5.2,

Distributien of Income from different sources by farm size groups.
Nam-Deuri & 1980

—————— -

—emn

Sr— ———

Farm size aqroups No. SOURCES OF INCOME Total
(In hectares) B Tiliive ortt-livestos et Tiam Service/  Rent Thatch/ Aori Wom= Prosese~ Annual
y. tion of cultu- ck/Poul ¢ & Profess- Forest/ Uages Agri ing theend
' groups re try Crafts Commer- ion Bamboo Uages extrac-

A ce ting
Landless 4 - = 3N SR - 1280 - 1950 990 B 4130
felow 1 hact. . 15 20650 ' 800. 3964 624 2400 2040 2171 R 29801 9oE[: = 43A05
1 =2 25 F1150 1120 1950 2304 4300 100 She G50 SSer g e e 04074
AR R 28 150790 1825 19975 7495 g3 - .= 3415 - B - 1966 40
3 -4 6 117753 810 11920 387 3720 - 1980 1650 - - - 141430
% 4 -5 13 123948 6735 13340 2839 1800 = 10500 700 3980 - - = 153842
5 = 7.5 8. 94975 4370 (8595 1L %P1 2000 1348400 R0 I s el
¢ 7.5 =10 5 111456 765 14%0 2453 5600 30480 - 4750 - - %00 17406 3
10 & above 2 40380 500 82456 1435 14500 12756 1780 750 iz 8 2 80347

—— ~

- - e —

- ——— o

Total 115 759011 13925 79537 24586 39850 742% 6470 16465 5730 4250 300 Aomqmmo

et e .

— Lol ¥
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Iable : 5.2 (Contd.)

Distribution of Income from different sources by size Groups,
Nam-Dewri, 1987

- —

i = Sy hqojah:u ip bm.w

Size Groups No. of Sources of Income . Total
(In hectares) H.H. Tulti- Horticu-Livesto- Arts Trade, Profess~  Rent Forest Wages Annual
vation Itures ek & Po=- & Commerce ion,Serw product (Both Agril. Income
ultry Crafts & ice & Sa- to non=-Ag-
transport laried T2l
5 ML 8 income g
Landless - = p SE 721 1500 = 10RO . - ~ 3301
Below 1 13 38920 513 3150 1415 2400 - - - 600 45 998
= 34 184045 1610 9955 8391 13490 31800 - ° 3450 1200 253941
2E=83 37 276461 5921 - 35430 13938 15180 93000 620 10580 2700 4538730
3 =4 12 142%3 1240 12740 4750 16000 24000 520 750 - 20506 3
4 - 5 5 75170 1090 9975 3161 3000 - - - = 88415
7.5 - 10 6 172938 3022 15810 2842 3200 55620 - 600 - 254032
10 & above - - - - - & = 2 ! e =g
Total ¢ © 124 1152088 18272 108117 42771 97570 331260 2320 28180 4500 1785078

‘\
O
2




2.4, Distribution of income from different soucas by farm
size-group for 1980 and 1987 is shown in Table 5.2. In 1980
livestock and poultry occupied the second place next only to
agriculture as a source of income; but in 1587 it has beaen
replaced by Profession, Services and Salaried income. This
is because of the fact that more number villagoers are cmployed
in salaried job in one hand, and comparatively some sort of
apathy of the villagers towards livestock and poultry. dowever,
livestock and poultry still occupied the 3rd inmportant place
in wvillage income. Importance of othar sources in the village
income has remained almost same@. There were wage 2arnars only
up to the size-group of 1.0-2.0 hectares in 1980; but ian 1987,
wage earners aven from the size-grbup Of 2.0-3.0 hectares have
beaen found. Similarly, rent receivers have been found only
upto. the size group of 3.0-4.0 hectares in 1987 whilzs it spread
upto 19.0 hectares and above in 1980.

2 S Table 5.3 shows the distribution of households according
to level of income for 1980 and 1987. The average per houschold
gross income has increased to Rs.14,396 in 1987 from 8,938
in‘ 1980. Not only this, the 'percentage of houscholds in the
higher income groups of R5.10,000/- and above has also increased
to 46.78 (58 households!) ‘in 1987 from 27.82 (32 houscholds
in 1980. On the " other hand, percentage of households in the
lower income groups of below Rs.6000/- has daclined to 27.42
{34 householdsf in 1987 from 46,95 {54 households! in 1980.
This indicates that the level of . income of the houscholds of
the wvillage has taken an upward trend over the years. 3But the
unegual distribution of houschold income is prominent both
in 1980 and 1987. ;

3. Residual Income from Agriculture =

3l Table 5.4 shows the per houschold residual income from
agriculture for Nam-Deuri gaon for 1980 and 1987 by farm size
groups. The residual income is calculated by deducting the
value of input from the gross income’ of agricultursa. Input
in the present context includes tha cost of seeds, fertilizers,
hired' labours, hired draught animals and rent on leased in
land. Because of obvious limitations of data, net income from
agriculture could not be calculated, The residual income may
be taken as return to family labour from agriculture. Table
5.4 shows that higher the size of operational holdings the
highexr is the residual income from'agriculture° The per house-
hold residual income has considerably increased in 1987 which

72
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Distribution of Income by farm size groups and per capita income:
Nam-Deuri:1984J & 19€7.

Table 5.5.

( Income in Rs.)

PSS

siize Group 1984 1987
(in hectares) No. of Papulation Total Per No. ef Population Tetal Per
H.H. Income Capita il Income Capita
Incone Income
Landless 4 22 4138 168 3 15 3301 221
Belouw 1 hect. 15 86 403990 459 13 78 38608 498
1 =2 23 180 83184 452 34 279 225676 812
2 = 28 245 183801 751 4471 384 414783 1080
SR 16 160 13056 2 816 12 122 184581 1514
4 =5 13 1652 14916 6 925 5 60 77803 1297
5 = 735 8 85 <~ 114208 1344 14 177 432882 2445
7.5 = 19 6 92 16 118 1739 5) 11 231992 1999
17 & above 2 21 72191 2326 - - - -
Total 115 165 938330 881 124 1231 16110746 1308
#* In income, only the residual income from Agriculture is included.
o .
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is the result of among oOther things the higher price of

agricultural commodities preavailed in the year of resurvey
; of the wvillage.
;

> T Distribution of Per capita income by farm size Jroup
for the village for 1980 anda 1987 is presented in Table Sie:5
i Zeonomic condition and level Of living of a fanily depend on
’ pPer capita income. Per capiita income for tha village as a whole
| has increased to RSa.1,308 in 1987 from Rs.881 in 1980. In 1980,
| the per capita income had a direct relationship with thzs farm
' C) size. In other words, per capita income in that year increased
: along with rise of farm size. But in 1887, it was found that
’ par capita income had no direct relationship with farm siza.
i The Per Capita income ijin tho Size groups of 4.0-5.0 hectares
’ and 7.5-10.0 hectares is lower that thosa in the preceding
size groups., This indicates that Per capita income does not
’ necessarily depend on farm size even in a predominantly agricul-
| tural wvillage. Income from non-agricultural sourcaes for which
there are avenues in the village and which has been referred
to earlier, is considerad to be responsible for ‘this type
|
|
|

variation in per capita Incom>. However, proportion of house-
holds with higher Per =—apita income than +ho aﬁerage village
Per capita income has remaine.. almost same. Twenty nine (25.21%)
houscholds in 1930 and 32 {(25.81%2) households in 1987 haad per
capita income above the viliaya per capita income. 5

4. Household Bxpenditure :

4.1, For estimation the h o onuszshold expenditure, expenditure
incurred by a family in foocu items and fuel and lighting in
the month Preceding the period of the resurvey was collacted
from each houschold and annual expenditurs arc estimataed on

}- the basis of monthly expenditure. Expenditure on home-produced
' food items are estimated by imputing value on them at the
', }3 prevailing market rate. Expenditure on non-food items, like
} ; clothing and footwear, education, medicine, ceremonials and
' entertainments, cetc. was collected for the year proceding the

‘) period of resurvey. This expenditure on non-food items was
‘ added to that on food items to get the total annual expenditure
of a houschold.
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Table 5.6.

s — ——

Annual Expenditure on different heads according to size group of

Oprrational holdings. Nam-Deuri : 1960
Size group of No. Im..u@m OF EXPENDITURES 3 Total
operational of FOCDS — Insox1-LIo%h="Fuel &  Educa- Medical Enterta- Travell-Servi~ OUthers
holdings(In H. TCereals Non- ceat  ing &  Lighting tion inments ing ces
hectares) H. Cereals foot & Ceremo=-
wear Ap nials
Landless 4 4% 1428 1310 425 - - 25 - g % 2% 0
Below 1 hect.15 P53 7920  -8258 &8 79 4550 - - 340 - 13 1250 68108
1. =2 23 576 % 15016 12828 7407 59 2300 5515 260 40 3184 1056 95
25 =3 yAS 75160 24748 32852 12308 1050 2025 2040 170 1267 5764 H6101%
3 e A 16 50800 17880 22244 . 12331 4970 4370 3875 200 1141 4740 124211
4, =5 13 30550 18744 2033 14975 1file W £ 25 00 800" S203 7944 - 19657
B =L 755 g 30342 16400 12084 16520 325 320 1530 60 1% 9 8080 G530
D =18 5 29560 1712 23180 10397 FISS 2250 2780 2400 2205 8875 /105149
tiduebougse 24y G900 Juis 9720 qoESO 607G 2350 “1/4700°%) 4800 “_71200 2440 44 125895
Total 115 3456 42 129468 143072 89305 16324 18992 22735 20605 5090 408% 4570 L4809
! \
. SLER .
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Annual Expenditure on different heads a

Table 5.6

e e——

holdings, Nam-Ceyri

ccording to size

* 1907,

group of operational

8 S (_In Rupees) s
5ize group No. Foed Intoxi- Cloth- ﬁWmH. Educa- Medical Enter- Travell- Serviges Others Total
of operatio- ¢ TCerea- Mon~Cere-cants, ing & [Hatis tion. teiam- ing
nal holding. H.  1s ~als, Foot M:@ ents &

(In hectares) H. wear. g Ceremo=
nials
Landless 3 423 1825 1315 1115 394 675 165 320 - - 25% 10904
Below 1 hect. 13 37824 14560 16524 7432 2506 1805 3418 2540 91 170 4608 90559
1= 12 34 143565 53432 54772 26582 59% 10252  763g 6230 1540 442 14240 3255p9
2 -3 37 19%702 74012 18636 37452  764p 14672 12925 18118 2890 327 20144 459295
3 =4 12 633% 23472 24556 12835 2712 3150 5382 3160 1086 6292 6205 1513%
4 -5 5 31275 11530 12380 5648 1255 1685 £9% 4430 720 2556 3265 75650
8 =175 14 92240 34146 3262 19275 3340 654€ 4324 7034 4680 962 10425 21532¢C
7.5 = 10 6 60872 22450 23562 1271 1637 25860 3712 286 130 3512 6072 142253
1J & above - - - - - - = - - = 4 i o
Total 124 629848 235435 247927 124058 25%8 41474 38450 3685 38 9283 16593 65045 1473352




4.2, Annual expenditure on differsnt items according to size-group

Of operational noldings of the village for 1330 and 1237 is prasented
in Table 5.5. It is observed that masciaaua xoenditurs have been incurred
Dy the villagers on food-itans. et to food itams; iantoxicant has
dccupiad the major position. The Sxpenditure on inteoxicants sceeans to
>3 very nigh both in 1930 and 1937. 3ut this is suite natural in a tribal
village where taking rice beer both as a stimulant and as tiffin is a
coason practice. In fact, the odeuris of Naa-Deuri villajs use as inuch
rice in preparing rica beer as they consume for the principal meals.
Jnler the head intoxicants, the expenditure made on other diteas like
3ili, Cigarottes, tobacco, lipmor other than hoamsproduced rice-besr oto.
is also includad.

3.3, Zxpenditure under the heads education and medical seans to e
very low in canparision to other heads oth in 1930 anid 1337. The facts
2>ehind this are that education facilitios upto Higher Secondary lewel
is available almost within the village and oducation upto ‘Z-L.S‘,L,C. is
froc and s0 .wst of the Students attend their educational institutions
from hone. Only those students who are pQrosecuting studies for which
facilities are locaily not available have to stsy outside the villagje.
Sigilarly, :many of the ailaents are treated locally cither in the traldi-
tional way withh local hoeross or in tho State Primary dealth Centre which
locatd within the village and wacre soa a2dicines are suppliod free of
cost,

Sotko Distribution of expenditure in different items is shown in Table
Sailes iIns pe.r houschold average annual 2xpoenditure has  incroased to
Rs.11,834 in 1987 from RS5.7,373 in 1530. This is a riss in 2 enditure
Dy 32.43 per cent. On the other hand, average per capita ammual 2xpoenti-
ture has increased by 50.19 Per cent. It cannot be said that with the
rise in annual <xoenditure, the standard of living of the peopls also
has improved substantially. The rise in expenciture is mainly a contri-
pution of price.rise over the years.,

4.5, It has been found that annual expenditure on food itaas has
increased to 58.72 per cent in 1937 from 55.11 per cent in 1980. Poercont-
ages of cxponditure to total axpenditure on othor items have roaainad
Wwore or less samc exeept clothing and footwear where thore is a dacline
€O 3.42 por cont in 1987 from 10.53 per cent in 1930. On tha whole, it
can e said expenditure pattern in the wvillage has not undergonse any
imarizad change over the ygears.



Table 5.7,

Distribtion of Expenditure in different items, Nam-Deur'i s
1980 & 1987.

e e 980 . 1987 %
Head of Expendi Total Per= Per : Fer Lapita lotal Fer=- PeT Fer nmmuwm
e Expen- cen- HeH. Expenditure Expend- cent- HoH, ] Expenditure,
. el i 5 Expend -~
diture tabe. Expen iture age .
diture. 1ture
I. Food :
AM Ceraals 3455 42 47,85 3014 325 529810 42 .74 5079 512
ii zo:tnmwmmpm 12946 8 15426 1126 122 235435 15.98 1899 191
I mcc:ﬁowmp Food 47110 85 .11 4140 447 855245 ol 7o 5988 703
& 0 Intoxicants 143072 5.6 1244 134 247929 1682 1999 201
=3 Clothing & Foot
o5 Wear 89305 10,53 777 84 124058 8.42 1000 101
1 4. Fuel & Light~-
ing 15324 1492 142 154 25% 8 175 209 214
Sl Education 18992 2,028 165 18 41474 2,81 334 34
o Medical 22735 2.58 198 21 3845 D 2.61 310 y o
e m:nouwmwasm:wm
& Ceremonials 235 05 2.43 179 19 365 38 2,62 312 31
8. Travelling 5099 Ju6 0 44 5 9283 0.63 75 8
9, Services 108% 1.29 95 10 15593 4512 134 13
13, Others 45% 5.34 394 43 €3 015 4.48 532 54
Sub=Total Non~Food 378 79 43.89 3238 350 508417 41.28 4907 494
Grand Total 848489 103,00 7378 797 147352 190,00 11884 197

* Incase of education, if only students are t

aken
Rs. 97 and Rs. 120 for 1980

into account the per capita Expenditure yilj be
and 1987 Tespectively ..




Table 5.8,

——— .

Surpius and Deficit households by Facm-Size Groups, Nam-Deuri,
1980 and 1987.
Size Groups 1980 1987 5
(In hectares) Wo. Total Total p wNﬂwcwMﬂN, Mm. Total Total mcwnpcwﬁ+
mm LU mmqua e DAk H Income  Expenditure Deficity~ g
H. . H. s .
Landless 4 4138 T 83B0 - 4223 -10%6 ) 3 - 3304 10901 ~ 7600 ~2533)
Below 1 hect. " 15 40390 68108 = 27948 -1 mv 13 38808 90659 =51¥51 -3981
1= 2 2% B3184 05695 214 ~ 988 34 226655 325589 -100033 :mmbmw
2 =3 28 1838834 164013 + 22638 w+ 8C9 37 414783 459226 - 44443 =1201
R @=4 6. 130562 124211 - & 6121 {1+ 383 12 184559 . 15108 - 4 8% 15 +2601
i 13 149858 1667 4 297 (174 5 77003 76560 4 %5163 Ly 299
‘5 - 7.5 B 114208 95501 . 1867 (+2334 14 432822 216328 4216494  (::5454)
10 and above 2 720917 5395 7 e - 2 = = = %
|
| Total 115 938330 848489 + 88000 (+ 165) 124 1610746 1473662 +137084 (15D
W . i
Note : Figures in

the pareutheses indicate per

household deficit or surplus
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4.6, Surplus and deficit houscaholds by farm-size Jrous are shown in
Table 5,3, Annual expenditure varies from houschold to household., It
depends on income and number of moanboers in the concernad Family., Again,
income in a Jre-doinantly agricultural village mainly depends on fara
size. The Average annual deficit 22r housshold in the size group balow
1.00 hectare is as high as R5.3,931 in 1980. But the respondnets of tha
doficit houscholds 4ig not like to disclose from where thay wmet thoe dofici
Perhaps, in the lean 5@a50n, the deficit houscholds maintain o very tight
family budyet., Haturally, the standard of living of the deficit families
is very low.

4.7a There were deficit familics Doth in 1930 ana 1937. But the nunber
Of such familias has increasad in 1987. But the nunoer of such families
has increasa@ in 1987. Table 5.2 shows the number of doficit and surplus
familics by farm-sizo, The number of deficit families has increasad to
51 in 1937 from 40 in 1930 which m2ans that in Nam Deuri S20n thore wore
34.73 per cent families with deficit udget in 1980 and the corraesponding
figure for 1987 has Jone up to 49,19 2er cent. This is a dark as ect
in the village, Families with deficit budget are found up to be in the
farm-size group 2.0-3.0 hectares in both the years. Of course, there
are A nuaber of surplus houscholds right from the farn-sizo grouyo 1.,00-
2.00 hoctares in the village. This Seams to have diroect relationship
with tho family size and not nerely on the farm-size alone, Morcovar,
Lroductivity aspect of land isg also one of the contributing factor for
which small size group Of farm families (1.0 ito 2.0 hectare) are f£und
>

to be salf sufficient or surplus  crowers while in highger size Sroup
2.0-3,0 hectare there are deficit houscholds,

4.3, Table 5.10 shows the per houschold ana capita incone and axpoendi—
turce Ly farm-size group of Nam-Douri gaon for 1930 ana 1987. It has beon
found that 22r houschold ana P2Sr capita income increased both in 1330
and 19537 alony with the increas: in farm sizs with the exception that
in 1987, the PO capita income for the size—groups Of 4.0-5.0 hectare
ans 7.5-10.0 hectaroes (Are lower than those of the Lrecading farm size
groups. That is mainly. due to Conparatively larger numbers Oof memnbers
in the Concarnad families and Ccrparatively mors concentration of carners
from the non-traditional 2ccupations of trade 7 COmaerca and transport
and salariod Job in the concarnad Preceding size-groups. On the other
hand, “though per houscholad ana S22 capita axpenditure Vary according
to farm-size Sroup in 1930, Per capita SXpontiture does not keep confor-
mity in the case Of som2 of the farn size groups in 1987, »ar capita
SxXponditure in  the farm size Jroups of 5,0-7.0 and 7.5-10.0 hectares
e lower than in the farm-size Srous 4,.0-5,.0 hectares, This is because
2f the fact that x2ople of the far, size Group 4.0-5.0 hectares ars mora
SHoosad o modern way of life as mora L2rs0ns from this group are engagad

-



mble 5.9

Number of houscholds reporting as ‘Surplus’ or
‘deficit’ family budget by farm size Groups ;
Mam-Deuri, 1930 and 1937.

Farm size 1930 1937
Groups ' e e
(In hect. ) Total No. surplus BPeficit Total o, Surpluis Deficzik
of H.H, H.H. H.H. of H.H5 HoH., FS
Landless V14 - 4 3 - 3
32low 1 hect. 15 L 15 13 - 13
s " 23 5 7 ] 34 3
) e B 28, 24 4 37 23 15
3 -4 L 16 16 = 12 12 =
Ay U 13 13 it 5 5 -
5-7.5 i 3 g e 14 14 -
7.5-10 6 5 i 6 6 -
13J & above 2 2 e =k — 23
Total : 115 75 40 124 63 51




Annual per

Iable 5.10,

household and per Capita income
farm size groups
1980 & 1987,

and expenditure by
Nam=Deuri s

R 75 1980 AGPFE T
Farm size qroops __Inceme Expenditure —__Income ‘_Expenditure
(In hectares) Per Per Per Per Per Per Per Per
. dab, | Fanita . HOH, Capita __H.H.  Capita H.H. Capita,
Landless Y D34 188 2090 380 1100 220 36 34 727
Below 1 hect. 26 93 459 4541 774 2985 498 b6 %6 1161
1 =2 317 462 4595 587 6666 812 % N9 1171
2 -3 6567 10, 5750 659 11210 1080 12412 11%
3 -4 8160 816 776 3 776 15388 19141 12586 1238
1 4 + 5 11528 925 976 7 784 15541 1297 15332 1278
3 =~ 5 14276 1344 14993 1121 30916 2445 15452 1222
0w 7.5 - 10 26668 1739 17528 1143 36554 1999 23711 1225
® 10 and above B045 232 2 847 1732 - - - -
1
Total 8159 881 7378 797 ., 12990 1308 11884 1197
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Year of Study

Debts

ot

Table 5.11.

198U & 1987,

s by Source, year and outstanding loan

Nam Deuri

SOURCES Total  gutstand-
relating tal Bank _~ Relatives Co-villagers Loan ing Loan
to the & B > WH: (RS, ) “HMH, GRs.« ) ReH. (Rse)  (Rs.) (Rs.)

& year. H. i

1975 2 2 2700 - - - - 2700 2704
1980 1978 2 - T 2 2195 - - 2195 500

1979 4 1 30000 1 400 2 3200 33500 400

Total 8 3 32700 3 2579 2 3200 38498 3% 00

1982 1 = - 1 2000 - - DRI T e

Ammm M: 1 2000 - - - - 2000 -

1 3 7100 1 3000 1 3000 13100 9100

1966 8 3 7000 1 1000 1 3000 14000 mwo:

Total 11 7 16100 3 6190 2 5000 - 2e10n 15434

* One household in 1985 tock loans from Bank as well as from Co-villager,
£ O

V
l
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in non-traditional occupations like trade, comnerce and traasport and
salarie job. As a result, per capita expanditure for this Srouy under
the heads ceremonials and entertainent . travelling anl sarvices ig much
higher than those in the noxt higher size Jroups. This has lad to nigher
2r capita expenditure for the size groud of 4.0-5.0 hoectares than those

' for the size-groups of 5.0-7.5 hgcta.res and 7.5-10.0 hactares,

‘5. Indebtedness :

Sl It has been shown carliosr in this Chagter that 49 hHousehdlds in
1930 and 63 house}mlds in 1987 were having déficit family Hulyec in am-
Dauri gaon, Usually the landless. and small and marginal houscaolds ars
running - with Jdeficit Judget. Baocause of their small land holding they ars
not self-sufficient in 2addy. As a result they have cithor to archase
rice from the markot or borrow paddy from co-villagers at the time of nead,
This kind of paddy borrowing from co-villagers has to bo repaid in kind
Jjust aftor harvésting of paddy. But the borrowaers have to incur sone loss
as sone of the co-villagoers damand inore 2addy than borrowed quantity jcecping
in view the higher price at the tine of actual borrowing and lower oricaes
at post harvest period. However, data on this -typs of borrowing wore not
collected as ,at the time of investigation no family was found to po in
such debt as it was post-harvest seriod,

Se2.  Some of the families were found o ho in cash debt both in 1930
and 1987. The usual sources of such cash loan in the village arce institu-
tiocnal agency fhanks) and relative and éo—villagerso In 1980, cight faalilies
were indebted with an outstanding amount of Rs.3,600/-. Of these cight
familics three tobk loan from banks, three from relatives while two from
co~villagers, On tho other hand, in 1937 altogether 11 houscholds roported
that they took 1oan during the period of 1932 to 1936. Of the 11 houscholds,
sceven houscholds borrowad from banks, three from reiatives, and the other
two fram Co-villacgrs They had an outstanding  loan =amount of RS.15,434
at the time of the résurvay., Usually, the loan taken from relatives and
co-villagers arc interest freo., The 2osition of indebted in the village

is shown in Table o S

SR Avedk



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Ao In the foregoing Chapters the changes that have taken
place in Nam-Deurigaon, a plains tribal village in Jorhat
district during the period 1980 (First Point Survey) to 1987
(the Re-survey) have been discussed. The village exclusively
inhabited by people of the Deuri community (a plains Tribe) is
situated in the north-western part of the district at a distance
of about 20 km. from Jorhat town, the District Head PQuarters.
The village is connected with Jorhat town by a P.W.D. gravelled
road. Kakilamukh-Kalbari road is a feeder road and this links
the wvillage with Kakilamukh-Jorhat P.W.D. road. Transport
facilities to and from Jorhat town is somewhat satisfactory.
Public buses ply daily between Jorhat and Bahphola which provide
transport facilities to the wvillagers of Nam-Deuri and other
neighbouring villages.

2265 Namber of households have increcased during the inter-—
vening period from 115 to 124, even though four families emigrat-—
ed from the village during the period. Population of the village
has increased to 1231 in 1987 from 1065 in 1980. This is an
increase of 2.23 per cent per annum which is lower than the
State growth rate of population (3.5%). Both nuclear and joint
families arc found in Nam-Deuri gaon. Increase in the number of
Jjoint families (9.80%) is slightly higher than that (8.20%) of
the nuclear families. The average size of nuclear families has
slightly increased to 6.98 persons from 6.80 and that in the
joint families has increcased to 13.02 persons from 11.37 during
the period.

3 The percentage of population in the broad age-group of
0-15 years has declined by 1.18 and that in the age group of 60
vears and above has increased by 0.43 while percentage of

population in the age—-group 15-60 has remained almost constant.
There has been a decline in the number of females per 1000 males
from 1006 to 982 in 1987.

4., Percentage of unmarried and married persons to(ggtal
population has remained almost the same during the period/7 years.
No case of early marriage was reported in the  village which is a
tribal‘characteristic of the region. '
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5% In the case of education it is noteworthy that the
number of H.S.L.C. passed persons in the wvillage has increase
to 33 in 1987 from mere 6 in 1980. In the broad category of
graduate, post—graduate profcssional quglifications 11 persons
were found in 1987, while it was only 7 in 1980. The percentage
workers and helpers to total population has declined for which
percentage of non-workers has increased leading to increase in
dependency ratio over the period. This is because of the fact
that many of the students in 1987 have either stoppel working
in the fields or they have becen encouraged by parents to devote
entire time and énergy in their study.

Gionn Total land under possession of the villagers Of Nam-—
Deurigaon has declined to 376.60 hectares in 987" £rom 400.01
hectares in 1980. Net ‘cultivable land has been reducced ito 319.31
hectares in 1987 from 334.77 hectares in 1980, mainly duc to use
of cuitivable land for homestead by the increased familics and
sale of land by the emigrated familices. The number of households
without operational holdings has also declined to three in 1987

from four in 1980.

e Total cropped area in the village has increased to
351.41 hectares in 1987 from 348.02 hectares in 1980. Though
this rise in operational holding is nominal, it is significant
in view of emigration of four households from the village. This
increase in operational holding is maikly due to increase in
leased-in land in 1987. There has been some changes in the number
of households in the different size-groups from 1980 to 1987.
But no ©wig farmer (10.0 hectares and abovp) was found in the
village in 1987 while two such big farms were recorded in 1980
The average size of operational holdi ng per household for the
village came down to 2.83 hectares in 1987 from 3.03 hectarcs
in 1980. tThe percentage of owner cultivators to total housc—
holds has been reduced to 70.25 in 1987 from 77.48 in 1980.0n
the other hand, percentage of housecholds and area operated by
the mixed tenants have increased in 1987 over 1980. The reduction
in area under operation for the owner cultivators in 1987 is
the result of conversion of s ome of the households to mixed
tenant group. More than 80 per cent of the area operated by
the villagers are owned land. So dependence on leased in land
is minimum in the village both in 1980 and 1987. This, however,
does not mean that there is no demand for leased-in land.

n

o
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Only scarcity of land to be lecased—-in in the vicinity has

compelled the farmers to be contented with what they possessed.

Se So far as livestock population is concerncd there has
been an increase in the number of goats, fowls, ducks and pigeons
in the village in 1987. But a fall in the pig population in the
Year of resurvey. is recorded. An epidemic diseasc that broke out
in the village is €he recason of fall of pig population in the
village. Bullocks and he—-buffaloes are the main draught animals

in the village. There has been a decline in the number oF bullocks
2CS and

in 1987; but this has been compensated with she-~-buffal
Rabi

horses. Horses are also used as draught animal only in tho
Season when fields are dry. Horse is a new addition to theoe
village as draught animal. During the year of resurvey therc
were 33 hou;es in the village while in 1980 no horse
for ploughing.

9. - Possession of consumer durable goods significs the

Easy communication from Nam-—
ucation have helned the
Incrcase

economic condition of the owners.
Deurigaon to Jorhat town and spread of ed
villagers to acquire some modern consumer durable goods.
in the number of radio/tranistor, by-cycle, motor cycle/scooter,
cot, etc. in 1987 over 1980 indiaates that the economic' condition
of the villagers has improved by the time of the resurvey.

They prepére

@S The Deuri women are expert in weaving.
their menfolk in

their own dresses as well as some dresses for
their looms. Now f£ly-shuttle (improved loom) looms have become
very popular in the village. The number of fly—-shuttle looms

has increased to 118 in 1987 from 47 in 1980. On the other

hand, the number of traditional looms came down to 103 in 1987
from 132 in 1980. Prodw tiocn of endi and silk yarn is anosther
céttage industry of the village. Rearing of endi worm or mulberry
silk worm is a part time work of the women. The number of such
rearers has increased in the village in the year of resurvey.
Similarly, production of endi and s ilk yarns has also incrcasede.

Akl Nam-Deurigaon is located in a raddy growing arca. Rice

being the staple food of the villagers, paddy covers thc major
portion of cultivable land of the villagers. Potato, Black—~gram,
Pea, Jute, Vegetables, arc grown in the village, the last two
being commercial crop for the villagers.

12 Ahu (summer), Bao (Autumn) ana Sali (Winter) are the

threc varieties of paddy raised in the village.- There has been an
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increase of 2.3 bPer cent in the total lana under paddy from

1930 to 1987; but a decline in area under Ahu and Bao paddy is
during the period. Yield rate of Ahu and Sali paddy

the case of Bao paddy
of paddy produc-—

reported
has increaseqd whereas it has come down in
period. On the whole, an increase
tion by 6.7 PSS was recorded during the period. Though the
area under Patal (trichosanthes diocia) has declined during the
Period its yield rate has increased. So is the case¢ w ith Mustarad.
Both arca and yield rate of Blackgram, Pea, Jute and Tobacco
have been found to be increased.

4.69 per cent of total cultiVated
as against 21.94 per cent

during the

g K It is found that 2
arca are sown more than once in 1987
in 1980. This indicates the increase in crop intensity in the

Per capita net cultivated arcea in 19387 has been found

village.
hectare in 1980. This is

to be 0.29 hectare as compared to 0.33
mainly due to increasc in population in the village.
14. Both male and female adult persons of every cultivating

household are engaged in their own farms. A few houscholds

engaged hired labours also either on daily basis or on periodic
system. Of the total workers engaged in cultivation, 94.35 per
cent are family workers in 1937 as c ompared to 96.36 pef cent

in 1980. The fail in the number of family labours in 19837 is due
to the lesser number of helpers who arec usually students.Though
the number of pPermanently hired labours remained almost unchanged,

the number of casually hired lap
employcd only by the comparatively
large farmers (4.0 hectares and abowve) 'in 1980; but it was found
that in 1987 households even with small holdings have éngaged
hired labours. On the other hand, it was found that in 1987 the
large farmers of Nam-Deurigaon have become more self-dependent
than before in the case of farm workcers. The income of the
agridultural labours has increasead considerably in 1987 than

ours has increased by 9 in 1937.

15, Hired labours were

" - 1980 as a result of the rise in wage rate in recent yearsa

65T Net income of the villagers from agricu ltural products

could not be calculated because of limitations of data on input.
However, résidual'income is worked out by deducting the cost
of seceds, fertilisers, wages paid for hired draught animals,

and agricultural labours and rent paid for leased in land.This

does not cover the cost of family labour,cost of tools and
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implements and maintenance of draught animals. So deducting

the cost of input as mentioned above f£rom the total valuc of the
produce the residual income of the households have been calcu-—
lated. The average residual income per houschold from agricul-
ture is found to be Rs.4533.05 in 1987 as wompared to Rs.3,279.01
in 1980. The average pPer household residual income does not bear
a8ny positive relation from the size groups of 5.00 hectares and
above. In fact, the average per household residual income tends
to decline in the comparatively big farms in the village. In

the size groups below 3.0 - 4.0 hectares the average per house-

hold residual income is found to be lower than the average per
houschold residual income taking all the houscholds together.
This is true both in 1980 and 19837 besides the surplus growers
of paddy, some of the households with deficit paddy production
arce found to sell paddy just to meet their immediate regquirements.

175 Weaving is the only worth mentioning cottage industry
in Nam-Deuri gaon -Besides weaving, some houscholds rear cendi
and silk worm and the Spinning is also done by the women.In

X fact, in Nam-Deuri gaon the entire cottage industry is dominated
by women. As compared to 263 women engaged in cottage industry
in 1980,,312 women were found to be engaged in the vocation in
1987. No male person was found to be engaged in any of the
cottage industries in 1937 although 4 (four) persons were
engageé in cottage industry like'carpentry, bamboo and cane
work, etc. in 1980, Bue even in the case of the women, cottage

industry is a part-=time occupation. So, the average man-—days

per worker engaged in cottage industry has_only slightly increa-
sed in 1987. Some: of the handloom products of the Deuri weavers
are very fine and of superior quality. actually, they weave for
family requirements. Whatever cloths remain unused with the
unmarried girls, are taken by tham to their husband's residence

after marriage. As compared to 2028 pieces of cloths woven in
1980, the women of Nam-Deuri gaon produced 2616 pieces of various

7
cloths in 1987.
-8 The pceople of Nam-beuri gaon have found some new avenue
‘2 to raise their income f£rom agriculture and non tranditional

occupations like trade, salaried jobs, etc.‘Bétter communica—
tion facilities and the movement of the traders from Jorhat
town and elsewhere have helped the wvillagers to get good prices
for their agricultural commodities. On the other hand, better
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Cducation facilities upto higher Secondary level in the vicinity
©of the wvillage have led to increase the number of salaried job

holders in the village. The villagers could have improved their

economic condition had their Crops not been damaged by £loods
from time to time.

19. The villagers dorive their income mainly from agricul-
profession' and services and salaried jobs. The

villagers
have lost all incentives in poultry farming and P

iggery due to
recurrance of disecases génerally after floods in epidemic form.
Total gross income for the village has increased by 73.68 per

cent in 1987 from that of 1980. Agriculture including horticul-—

ture has contributed 75.20 per cent of the gross dincome in 1987
25 against 65.56 per cent in 1980.
to the gross income of the wvillage
carners h
s 25 D8

Contribution of salaried job
is spectacular in 1987. wage
ave been found in the village even upto the size group
3.0 hectares of land in 1937 whereas wage earners were
found only upto the size group of 1.0 - 2.0 hectares in 1980.

Rent receiver family is founa only uptg 3.0 =~

4.0 hectares in
1937 as against upto

10.0 hectares and above size group in 1980.
20, The average
Rs.14,396,00 in 1987
of houscholds in the

gross income per family has increased to
from Rs.8,933.00 in 1980. The pPercentage
higher income groups of Rs.10,000.00 and

above has increased to 46.78 in 1987 from 27.82 in 19805

Similarly, pPercentage of houscholds in the lower inéome groups

of below Rs.6000.,00 has declined to 27 .42 in 1937 from 46 .96
in 1980. This means that the level of income of the housch olds
in the village has improved considcrably. e

2L Per capita income in ‘the village hhs increascd to
RS.1,308 in 1987 from Rs.8681 in 1980, In 1980 :
had a direct rel%yionship with farm size. But
was not found in the viblage in 1987 because
income from some non—-agricultural sourc
Services, Salaried Jdob, etc.

per capita income
this relationship
of cénsiderable
€S e.ge Profession and

22 Maximum expenditure have been incurrca by the villagers
in food items followed by intoxicants which includes rice beer .,
1=lairalil o cigarettes, tobacco, etc. Annual expenditure on cducation
and "medical treatment seems to be nominal in the village.This

i1s because of free education upto H.S.L.C. level and very few

number off students from the village Prosecuting studies outside
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the wvillage. Similarly, many of the ailments are treated
locally in the traditional way or in the State Primary Health
Centre located in the village where some protective medlclnes

are supplied free of cost.

23. Per household average annual expenditure has increased
to Rs.11,884/- from Rs.7,378/- in 1980. This is a rise in expen-
diture by 62.43 per cent. Similarly, average per capita annual
expenditure has increased by 50,19 per ceut. Annual expenditure
on food items has increased by 58.72 per cent of the total in
1987 from 56.11 per cent in 1980. In the case Of clothingas there
has been a decline in annual expendjture to 8.42 per cent in

1937 from 10.53 in 1980. I+ is observed that expenditurce pattern
in the wvillage has not undergone any marked changL in the wvillage
over the years.

24, - There were deficit families in the wvillage both in 1980
and 1987. The percentage of deficit families has gone upto 49.19
in 1987 from 14.73 in 1980. Though some deficit families were
found in the size group of 2.0 - 3.0 hectares, there were a

number of surplus grower families ewven in the size—-group 1.0
2.0 hectares. The deficit families meet their reguirements of
rice either by purchasing it from market or by borrowing paddy

- from co-v1llagcrs which is to be returned just after harvest.

25'a Some of the households were found +to indebted both in
1980 and 1987. The usual sources of ssuch cash loan in the
village are banks, relatives and co—~villagers. Loans from the
latter two sources are interest free.'In 1980, either families
were found to be indebted with an outstanding loan of Rs.3,600/-.
But inpn 1987, 11 households were found with an outstanding loan
of Rs.l5,434.

26. The people of Nam-Deurigaon arc availing of medical
fac;litles from Kalbari State- Dispensary located at a distance
of abou» 1 kxm. from the village. The dispensary is equipped with
one full time Doctor, one Pharmacist, onec Nurse, one Mid-wife
and a Chowkidar.The members of the medical staff were found to
stay in the staff quarters located within the campus of the
dispensary. The villagers can also avail of medical facilities
available at Jorhat, the district headquarters which is about

20 kme away from the village .On the whole, Nam-Deuri willage
enjoys somewhat better medical facilities at present than many

other remote tribal villages of the State.
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2% The Veterinary Sub-Centre, established in 1936, is
A Veterinary Surgcecon

located near the Kalbari State Dispensary.
tre serwve the veterinary

and a Field Assistant posted in the Sub-Cen
needs of the people.

The location of the village near the bank of the
he soil may be
natural drainage

285
Brahmaputra and the sandy alluvial naturc of
taken as a contributing factor for creating a
Some low-lying arecas of the village suffer
most part of the ycar. These water-—
logged arcas caused health hazard as these are the breeding
These low-lying areas, the fact, spoiled the
s Only a few fami-

system. However,
from water-logging during the

places of mosguitoes.,
sanitation and environment of the sSurroundings .
lies of tle village have constructed ecither Permanent or kutcha
Others use the nearby'jungles as their natural
unhealthy condition in the wvillage.

latrines,
latrine. This crecates an
the villagers of Nam-Deuri usually get
ere only 10 tube wells at the time

»

29. The majority of
purce drinking water. There w
of the first point survey. But the number of tube wells has
incrcased to 22 at the time of +the resurvey. It is reported that
majority of the tube wells were installed by individual house-
r's were instglled by the Public Health Engincer—
anchayat. On the whole, the

¢ village has improved at the

holds while othe
ing Department and the wvillage jo)
position of drinking water in +th

time of resurvey.

CONCLUS ITON

15 The data of the Resurvey of Nam-Deuri gaon indicate
that the economy of the village has becn improving. The pace of
agricultural development and overall economic development in

the wvillage is rather slow because the village has becen experien—
cing recurring f£loods from the river Brahmaputra; Increcase in
prodw tion along with rise in prices of agricultural
Acommodities and income from non—-traditional Ooccupations like pro-—
fession and services, salaried Jjob, etc. have helped in raising
the wvillage income. Rise in the yield of some of the major crops
grown in the village C.ge. sali paddy, patal,-huétard, ete. 1s
also a contributing facto
higher yield rate is only due to favo
in the year of resurvey.

agricul tural

urable weather that prevails
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the village in the year of resurvey. Even use of available
organic manure i.e. cowdung is confined to only Patal cultiva-
tion. Whatever H.Y.V. secds of paddy or any other crop have

made inroad in the wvillage is cultivated only in the traditional
method. Absence of proper irrigation faciljty in the viklage may
be responsible for not adopting package of practices in cultiva-
tion. But the villagers grow some crops e.d. Patal with utmost
care with intensive human labour. Perhaps,financial gain from
Patal cultivation has motivated them to take it up with commer-—

cial motive.

G~ The recent introduction of horses is a great relief to
the cultivators, particularly, to the poor ones as the prices of
bullocks and buffaloes are very high in comparison to thc prices
of horses. Though one household sold its old power tiller, two
other households brought two new power tillers after the first
point survey armd these were reported to be in use. The number of
diesel pumpsets in the wvillage has incrcased from two in 1980

to 14 in 1987. These are mainly used for watering the sced beds

of Sali paddy. For want of source of water to lif t by pumpsets,
these could not be used as it should have been. Scven diesal
operated shallow tube wells were installed in the village after
the first point survey. These are used, as and when necessary, by
those farmers whose farms are located near the shallow tube wells.
The cost of diesel oil is borne by the concerned individual house-
hold. The increase in the number of tube wells from 10 to .22
during the intervening period has not only helped the villagers

in getting good drinking watcr; but also helped some of the
individual households who installed in tube-wells conveniently at

their own in watering their vegetable gardens.

4. The above facts indicate that the wvillagers of Nam—
Deuri gaon are not apathetic to innovations. But it was rcported
by the willagers that the extension personnels of the agriculture

department have not made any worth-mentioning effort to convince

~and guide the farmers for adopting scientific technology of crop

cultivatione.

5is Some of the wvillagers possess guite a good number of
milech animals. It was, however, observed that +the wvillagers take
the least care of the cattle to - raise milk pral uction. Whatever
milk they get, they sell it to outside traders who actually
maintain the accounts also and because of this most of the milk:
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Producers have been deceivea by the traders through so many

fradulent Practices,
6. ° There is also sScope for Tearing livestock animals like
prig, chicken, et is good

“ive. With better ¥

> preventive measures, thao Veterinaris

forward +o help the villagers, ‘e

the women of the village

T -Besides rearing endi worms,
S also. Castor plants ang

the vill age,
8e High cost of local draugh+t animals

buffalo has Compelled som
for ploughing their ficlas. This has Sometimes delayed trans—

Plantation Oof Sali Paddy as a r
The rceccent introduction hop
_has helped some of the farmers.
Rabi season, Some of the enlighteneq farmers of the wvill
that haa they got the Services of tractor - free Or otherwise for
Judicious Preparation Of their ficlds, their transplantion woulcd
have been timely ang they woula have got better vyiecia of paddy.
The State Agriculture Department mMay arrange a POol of tractors
for Nam-Deuri and its Surrounding villages,

age opined

ommercial lhasis by -

Cultivation is donec on c
(the local

9. Since Patal
uwCtion of O©ilseads ana Pulses

the villagers ang pProd

Yicld of these Crops would be able to imp

villagers.,
10, Adoption of 1B Package of Practic
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managcement is there. Nam-Deuri anid its surrounding wvillagers
are usually affected by f£loods in the summer and drought in
the Rabi crop season. So proper irrigation facility is the
most important pre-requisite before the introduction of
scicntific method of cultivation in the truec sense of the terme.
The study indicates that the tribal farmers are not averse +to
change but guidance from the

concerned departments are, by
and large, lacking.
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APPENDIX T

Sociological Note on the Deuris.

L. Introduction : .

Yota The Deuris constitute one of the aboriginal plain
Fribes %Q the Brahmaput:§ valley ?f Agsam. They are c¢thnically
affiliated to the great — Tibeto — Mongolian tribes of Assam.
as per 1971 Census, their total population was 23,080, The
estimated population of the Deuris in March, 1987 was 37,028.

s 2 Historically the Deuris were a branch of the ZChutiyas
who reigned eastern Assam prior to the advent of the Aroms.

The Deuris were the priestly section of the Chutiyas. Formerly,
they conducted magico=-religious rituals in the royal tenples

of the Chutiya kingdom. That the Deuris were a clan of the
Chutiyas is evident from the sub-divisions as stated by Endle
(1911)*and Gait (1933)t*They divided the Chutiyas into four
sub-divisions, viz. (i) the Hindu-Chutiyas, (ii) the 2hom
Chutiyas, (4iii) the Deuri-Chutiyas and the (iv) the Borahi-
Chutiyas. Among these groups, only the Deuri-Chutiyas or the
Deuris are recogniéed by the constitution of India as one of
scheduled tribes of Assam. The Deuris have been able to maintain
their old traditions, religious beliefs and practices in tact
though they are exposed to the influence of wvarious religious
faiths. But the pantheon of Gods and Goddesses of the Deuris
clearly indicates that they arce Hindus. Only the names of the
Gods and Goddesses .are different from the Hindu names. All the
Deuris identify themselves as Hindus.

Le3%s The original abode of the Deuris was the banks of

the river Dibong, Tengapani and Patarsal which now fall within
the jurisdiction of Lohit district of Arunachal. Pradecsh and
Chapakhowa sub-division of Dibrugarh district of Assame Duc to
constant feuds with thé neighbouring populations rarticularly
with the Mishims and the abors( Adis) they had to move westward.
There is a historical account that the Ahom king Gourinath Singha
(1780-1795) being unable to protect them from their cnemics,
shifted them to rehabilitate in Majuli, a river island in the

* Endle, S(1911) The Kacharis.
SRGARIE, WE(RO3S) . A History of Assam.
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sisters, parents or grand parents occﬁpying a single residence,
The Deuris usually prefer joint family system. However, now-a-—
days, this joint family system is gradually lossing its
Strength. The father is the head of the family and all the
members obey his orders. As their descant is patrilineal and
residence is partilocal the cldest male member in the family
also become its head and he takes the sole responsibility in
sSmooth running of all domestic affairs.

4., Clan =

4.1, The four broad territorial groups of the Deuris, namely
- Dibongia, Tengapaniya, Borgonya and Patragonya are composed

of a number of exogamous clans locally termed as Jakus. The
members of a Jaku believe that they have originated from a single
mythical progenitor. However, the clans are not totemistice.

There are altogether 14 Jakus among the Dibongia Deuris. These
are (i) Sundariyas, (2) Patriyas, (3) Chariyas, (4) Lagasuyas,
(5) chitigayas, (6) Alriyas, (7) Kumatayas, {(8) Murangs, (9)
Sukrangs, (10) Telias, (11) Dupias, (12) Kaliachakus. (13) Mehed-
ayas and (14) Bihiyas% The inhabitants of Nam-Deuri wvillage
belony to the Dibongia group of Deuris. But all these clans are
not found in Namw-Deuri village. The following are the names of
main clans £found in the villag@ ~ (1) Sundariyas, (2) Airiyas,

(3) KRumatayas, (4) Sukrangs, (5) Mehedayas,. Therc are also a
few other small clans, namely Mitchayo, Telia, which werc
originated later due to intermixture with Nam-Deuri people.

4.2, There is no system of social ranking among the Dibongiyas.
All the clans have egual social status. However, in practice

the original seven clan grops gets higher status. *Telia, Dupia,
Sukrang, Mitchayo, Murang, etc. have less importance in the
society as these clans Sprang up later. Among the members of
priestly council, the Boderi gets the highest status. The
priestly council has the entire responsibality for the welfare

of the wvillage, for the well being of the domesticated birds

and animals and so also the bumper crops.

%3 e The Sundariya clan is to prowide person for the office
of the Boderi or Bordeori (Chief priest) whose main duty is

to sacrifice.a;lﬁghs votive offerings like goats, ducks, pigeons,
pigs, et€. on ritual occasions inside and outside the wvillage
shrines. If such a suitable person is not awailable imn the

3. Saikia, P.C. (1976) : The Dibongiyas, B.R. Publishing Corporati-
on, Delhi. *The priestly council usually comprising of seven mem—
bers from seven clans e.q.Sundariya,Chitigaya,Chariya,Patriya,Airye
Lagasuya and Mehedaya, having higher social status,than other clans
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Suhdqriyas clan, then a person drom Airiyas or Kumatayaclan
is seiected for the office of the Bor-bharali +to conduct
rituals in the shrines. In the absence of Bor=~-bharali , Saru-—
Bharali can perform the duty of the former. During animal
sacrifies, the Bor=bharali and Saru-bharali heold the head add
legs of animals respectively.,

4.4, The Patriya clan is to provide person for thc office

©f the Saru-Deuri or Sadari, whose main duty is to assist &
the Boderi. In the absence of the later, the former is cmpower—

ed to perform the duty of the Boderi. The members of Chariya =3
clan are bound to Supply the priestly council with S@rmarn: for

the office of the Bora, whose main duty is to collect fuel

and dues from the villagers on ritual occasions. Thus, different
clans have enthrusted with different dQutics for the smooth
functioning of their day. —to-day Socio-cultural activitios.

5 Marriage : ]

Sieilie The marriage émong the Deuries is regulated by mbiety
and clan exogamys: If any one violates this social prescridption,
he is punished by the priestly council of the village. Monogamy
is the general rule, but second wife is allowed if first one
has dies or proved childless. Child marriage is unknown to the
Deuris. Once a girl is married she belongs to her husbands
familye. The children take their father's clan name. The system
of lerirate and Sorrorate are not in existence among the Deuris,

S5iede Two types of marriages are usually prevalent among them.,
They are - (1) marriage by elopment and (2) Negotiated marriage.
In elopement marriage the boy is-helped by his immediate
consanguineal relatives and his friends in taking out the girl
from her parenté- residence on an appointed date. Elpunement ”
marriage is widely prevalent in Deuri society. No any formal
ceremoney is performed in such marriages. This type of marriage*

is ul?imately regularised with a ritual known as Sujen~Lehuruba., (j
Sr Melont which is performed at the residence of the birde's

*¥In performing this ritual, Loth the parties beldnging to the bride1/ r
groom and the bgidgt_participate in a liberal distribution of rice '
Leer (sugcen) ™ >n tho day 9f£ the celebration of tho weeding rites. r
tn £act, «the civil msbE boEnkER e marring . coeremuncy consistslofinthe
offering of sugen and Kaji,Sugen is a_part and pargel of the saocio-—
ritual life of the Dibongiyas. It is not only necessary ta enter-
tain guests in all the socio=-ritual gatherings, but also essential

to perform offerings to all the deities, ancestral manes and other
supernatural beings,
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parents, .at.a timc.convenient to thc bride-groom.
B3l The ncgotlated marriage is a bit elaborate and
expensive. aAfter thu informal negotiation a day is fixed for
the f£inal and formal negotintion. On that day the guardians of
the boy wvisit the bride's family with two carthen jars of rice
becr traditionally c¢arriced on a be am. The jars of the rice beer
can be carried only by such a person whosce parents are alive.
The jars arc to be beautifully covered with plantaip leaves. On
the neck of the first jar a bundle of betal leaf and nut (tainol)
is fasteped which is meant for the 'bride's parcnts and her co-—
villagers. On the neck of the sccond jar three bundles ©f tamol-
pan arce to be fastencd. The baggest bundle is meant for Hidiku
i.c. temple. -The second bundlc is for the bride's parents and
the third one is meant for the co-villagers of the bride. The
first jar of rice beer is served on that day to the honsurced
gucests and the memberswof the host's family. The other jar of
rice beer is consumes on a subscquent day by the co-villagers
and the kith and kin of the girl at the invitation of the bride's
family. The first oundle of tamol pan attached to this jar is
preserved in the family and it is handed over to the cu-villagers
on the Jday of marriage. The other two buadles of tamol pan are

consumed on the day on which the ricce oecr of the jar is consumed.

U'I

The marriage cercmony is observed, usually, £or two
days. On the second and f£inal day of marriage, a” fcast is ready,
the bDridegroom and his party who arrive and take rest in a ncar-
by family in the village (in the casé'Of a bridegroom f£rom a
separate wvillage) is informed of. The groom then has his bath
and put on bridal apparcl and start“for the bride's residence
albng with parcents and other members of his party. The bride's
party wclcome them. They are centertained with the fecast. The
members of the bride's party-also partake feast along with

the groom's party. The impjortant items of feast are a pig, a hen,
£ish and ricc beer. When the feast is over, the groom and his
bride arc taken inside the Chang where they have seck blcssihgs
of the parents of the girl and other scenior kith and kin includ-
ing the elder brothers of the girl. wWith this the cercmony at
the bride's place comes to an end.

5% 5. The bridegroom and the bride and other membexrs of the
rgroom's part leave for the groom's home after:- complction of the
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functions at bride's Place. It is almost obligatory on the part
of the groom's prarty to leave the bride's place as sSoom as the
functions are over 8t the house of the bridec. Even at late night
they start for groom's residence. In the groom's place also a
feast is arranged and everybody invited aro entertaincd. After
the entertainment, the groom and his bride have to Dow-~-down to
the parents of the groom and other senior kith and kin for blcess-

ings. with - function of the formal marriage cercmonyg is 9’
completed. >
5 Ole The system of bride prrice is prcevalent amony the Deuris,

which cannot be considered as dowry. Dowry is given cnly as gifts”
as a token of love. It includes mainly brass—matel ut:nsil,woodenr
or steel boxes, garments and éloths, arecanuts and betal leaves
etc., while bride price paid by the groom varies 'betwecn Rs. 100
and Rs. 300 and Sometimes even less. Deuri traditional negotided
marriage, however, is a costly affair eéntailing expenditure on
sumptuous feasts and consumption of large guatities of rice-beer
(Sujen) continously for two to three days to a lagge number of
guests.,

5ivilie Widow remarriage is allowed in the Deuri socicty.Divorce
on specific grounds is Socially allowed. But the senior memberw
of wife's side as well as the husband's side must be satisfied
with the rcasons of the proposed divorce. Actual diwvorce comes
into force only with their consent, ‘

5.8, Inter-tribe marriage, though not encouraged, but do taken
pPlace in the Deuri sbciety. There are few cases of inter-tribe
marriage with the Mighings. Such marriage is to be regularised
through a function calleqd Buri Biya and thus the girl is adopted
in the cl an ana tribe of the boy. Besides other pPlains tribes,
marriage with other Hindu castes is also allowed in the Deurd.

Society,

6. Adoption of Child =

(Simalis Adoption of a chila is prevalent in the Deuri sSociety.,
aAdoption of a child -both male anda female even from other tribe
Or castes is allowed. There are some cases of adoption of
Miehing (tribe) anda Chutiya (caste) chikdren in Nam Deuri Gaone
These children, mostly orphans were\adOpted from necarby villages,
Utmost care has been taken by the adopters to kecep the adopted
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Ga2a Such an adopted child enjoys all the social and family
status of a common Deuri child. An adopted son cenjoys the right
to inherit property f£rom his foster parents. He can cven offer
'pindo' ( oblations ) to his foster parents provided he is
ceremonially adopted in the clan and tribe of his foster f£ather.
Even if a child from a different Deuri cl. an is adoptced he is
to be ceremonially adopted in the clan of his foster parcnts,
The adoption is to be formally declared to the villagers in
proper time. This simple ceremony and declaration secrwe as valid
ground of legal and social adoption which cannot be wviclated by
cither party in any casce.

7. Inheritence of Property : |

Tialie Both movable and unmovable properties, such .as land, live-
stock, food staff, house etc. are held jointly under thc head of
the family. After the death of the father, his sons becomes the
rightful owner of his properties which arec equally divided among
his sons. In case of a man who dies without any survivor, his
property usually goes to the nearest agnatic relatives. The wife
and daughters are not eligible to share the property. aAn adopted
son also has .equal right over the property of his foster parents,.
Daugﬁters, after their marriage can take away all the clothes
they woven and theé cash they earned by selling pigs. fowls, goats
etc. ‘at father's reside;ce. As the Deuris are patrilineal in
descent, they count their relationship through male ‘linca.

Vs
8. Religious Belief and Practices s .. .-

Sala The Deuris are still maintaining their traditional belief
and practices, However, the influence of Vaisnava Gosains is
visible in the Deuri wvillagcg, but the trend towards traditional
belief is still prominant. The common place of village shrine

is known as 'Midiku’ (Than). In the Dibongia Deori tonguc, Midi
denotes deity and'gg means house or abode. Literally, it signifies
the abode of the deity. They worship Siva and Parvati as their
deities and they call Siva-Parvati as Kundi-Mama. Kundi is identi-

fied as Siva and Mama as Parvati of Hindu Pantheon. Another name
of these chiecf deities is 'Gira-Girachi'.

Be 2 Besides the major deities, the Deuris have a good number
of houschold deities. They belicge that if these deitics are
appcecas2d properly, then peace and plenty will prevail upon the
households. Sacrifices of animals, fowls, pigeons e&tc. ar& offered



‘- A8 -

to these deities. The Presence of Boderi is essential in perform-
ing the rituals. The other office-bearers, such as Bor—-bhorali,
Saderi, garu-Bhorali etc. also assist the Boderi at tbPe time of
ritual held in the village shrine. .

8.3 The following are sche of the important rituals performed
by the Deuris at dif“erent times and occasions : (1) Metua and
Bormetua,(2) sat-Labiruba, (3) Chak—-Chik (Chaibanga), (4) Makany
Chibba, (5) chua-Lubiruba, (6) Rajkebang, (7) Mino-Hararuba, etc.

B4, Besides the above mentioned rituals, many other rituals
are performed by the Deuris to cure sickness. They believe that in
sickness, if some one approaches a doctor for treatment without
performing the traditional rituals, the consequence might be fatal.
It is a fact that, a Deuri esven today, first approaches a pDundai
(village medicine man) for getting remedy for his ailment, who
Usually advises him to perform certain rituals to recover from

illnesse.

9. Festivalg :

S.1, The most important festiwvals of the Deuris is Bigu or
Bihu . The term Bisu is probably derived from the Chutiya word 'su'!
meaning rejoicing, prefixed by 'Bit meaning extreme or ¢k cessi
Etymologically, 'Bisu' may mean supreme “ccasion for rejoicing ahd

merry making.

992, The Deuri observe two major festiwals during a year,
viz. (1) Bohagiya Bisu (Bohag Bihw) and (2) Magiyo Bisu(Magh Bihu) .

Bohag Bihu is considered as a festival of unrestricted joy and

merry making. The priestly codncil prrforms Bisu Puja on the

first Wednesday of the mont, of Bohag (April/May). Ancestor worship
is also a part and parcel of the Bohag Bihu which is gencrally
performed on the first Tuesday of the month of Bohag. On the foll-
owing Sunday, Borboli is performed in the village shrine with, the
sacrifice of gaat, chicken, pigeons etc. ™he sacrifice of the
animals inside and outside the shrine is done by the priestly
council of the village. Hunsori dance is performed on the day

of Borboli also. Consumption of rice beer outside the shrine but
within the campus of the shrine is a common sight on the this
occasion. "Deodhoni Utha" is also a part of the Borboli , In this
2 lady or two dance widely to the tune of the drum_ beating. It is
believed that the dancers at that time gets certain super.—-natural.

power and can for‘e-tell the future of man as well as ansuwuer

-
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correctly to any question nut to them

o During Bihu the olderly villagers visit all the households
in the village and they bless the inmates of the households. The
members of each household entertain them with Sujen(ricr-beer) and
Kaji (meat curry)._ﬂgnsori is also performed, first at the village
shrine and then at the residence of the head priest(Boderi). The
Hunsari party blesses the members of the household for a Prosperous

year. Drums, small cymbals (Tal), bambo Pipe etc. are the main
musical instrumentgof the Hunsari party. The rhythmic dance accom=~
panics melodious Bibhu songs.

9.4, Simi}arly,_ﬂggixg:ﬁigg or Magh Bihu also plays a dominant
role in the socio-religious life of the Deuris. It commences on the
first Yednesday of the month of Magh(January/February). Propitiation
of deities in the village shrine is done by the priestly coonecil

in the occasion also. Drinking, eatina, singing and dancing etc.

are the main features of this fFestival. By celebration of Bihu,

they also bring about intra and inter-village solidarity among
themselves. Thesoc Bihu festivals have close relation with their
aaricultural activities . The Bohag Bihu is observed before starting
the agricultur~l operation while the Magh E;ﬁg is obscrved after

harvesting of the Paddy crops respectively.

10. Dispogal of Dead.

TRBE- ) In case of disposal of dean body, the Douris practise
both burnipg and buriail. Generally the dead bodies of children,
Pregnant women and epidemic cases are burried . Usually when an
adult person dies in a natural death is cremated by burning. The

Pyre is made with seven layers of wood, but for the priest the lay-
The traditional custom of laying

4 er of wood are raised to nine.
:“@#'ﬁ layers of wood in pyres for a man OTr a women was sevan 1
; T five layers respectively. After performing some rites the
. corpse 1s warpped with a bamboo mat and carried to the crem

gound in a procession by the relatives and the co-villagers. Food :
are carried to the cremation gound. The eldest

ayers and

ation

rice-beer, fire etc.
son offers cooked food and rice-berr to the soul of the dead and

puts fire i g the pyre. Like the other Hindus, the Deuris also

observe fast at the death of a parson in +he family . The members

*7.0F the family of the deceased observe fast for five or seven or
~nine days according to the layers of fuel wood given in the funeral
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102 A ceremony knouwh.as Sujen Luburuba is held on the b
fourth day in which rice-becr and chicken CUrry is usually of feréd
to the soul of the deceascd and ruquest tﬁe soul to give up all 1
the connection with the inmates of the deceasecd. The son offers ,‘i
oblation consisting of rice beer and curry at the backyard of

his house for the welfare of the family, domesticated birds and !k

animals and also for Bumpsr srops.

1HBES 6125 The Daha or Kaj is the final mortu
As this ritual is an expensive affair, they observe it when they

The rdtual requires a large number of chicknqS ancd
areca nuts, betal vine

Y

ary ritual of the Deuris.

can afford.
nigs, huge quantities of rice, rice-beerr,
leaves etc. Generally, it is held after one year.
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