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personal cultlvatlon” plus "area taken on lease“ for cultlvatlor.
Thus operatlonal holdlngs 1nclude only the cultlvqble land both

owned and taken on lewse. The deta on the distribution of

,Qperatlonal holdlngs among occupatllnal clas~es in 1961 and 1966
”have been glven 1n Statements VII and VIII respectively. The

'wide prevalenée of tenancy in the v1llage will be evident from

the fact thqt as good as. 89 38 acres in 1961 ‘and 95.19 acres in
1966 were taken on' lease, constltutlng 46.2% and 44. 27 of the
total operqtlonal holdlngs of the v;llage 1n 1961 and 1966
respectlvely.

B 2. In respect of oneratlcnal holdlngs Morangaon is a
v1llage of small farmers. The average operatlonal holdlng in't

1961 was only 4 72 acres whlch 1ncreased to 5 acres in 1966

_}The dlstrlbutlon of operatl onal holdlngs by size in 1961 and 1966

:.as glven 1n Table 3. 6 w111 show thﬁt 63 417 of the' total farmers

in 1961 and 65 11% of the farmers|1n 1966 Operqted holdlngs less

than' 5 acres. ; ; : ; §

i
i

6. Owherghip of Liyestogk and Poultrz‘ iy ::‘f'
Blalliid Next to land, livestock and poultry are the most 1mpor—
tant assets of the villagers. Cows and she-buffalos are kept »
generqlly for breedlng and millk. Fbr draught purposes, both
bulloeks end buffalos ére used Among<ther productlve enlmals,
goats are kept only for breeding, Ducks and 7eese are the
poultry birds kept both for eggs and meat Keeping of fowls is

taboo in the v1llqge Data on the number of” different klnds.f
of animals in 1961 and 1966 are glven in Tqble 3.7. In between, :
1961 and 1966, though there is an 1ncreese in the number of '
milch anlmals due te addltlon of ll she- buffalos, there” 1s a

decrease in the number of draught anlmals in the rlllsge Of.
course, dry she buffalos ‘are used for draught purposes., In :
respect of youngstock, the number of cows has gone down frmn l”i
72 in 1961 to 52 1n 1966 In respeot of ”bther productive
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v After the‘Resurvey, the village was revisited at
the end of the yéar 1974, tn observe the chahges that have
-secured dufiné the period of 1966-74:
1. Of the total h-usehnlds of 43 in 1968, seven
' households left this village for different places for better
‘settlement. Another 5 households are on the way of leaving
the village as they have started cultivation in Government
allbtteé‘land as témporary settlers outside the village. Out
of these 12 householdé 11 héuseholds have obtained land in
the Government Reserve Forests‘and the waste land acquired
‘by Government from a tea garden. Mcst of the ‘small farmers
of the ﬁiliage applied for allotment of Government land and
s o ifarild familieé have secured land in the nearby Government
reserve foreéts at 10 bichas (3.3 acres) per family. Another
family has sold their land in the village and migrated tn
Dibrugarh district. '
2 The standard of education of the village has imnroved
“t9 some extent. In 1961, there was not.a single vraduate or
matriculate in Mhrannaon. But, by 1974, one young man from
.this village graduated and another passed the matrieunlatinn
examination. The ﬁroportionuof the schoal-going children hés
increased. Graduation of one person in.the village i§ considered
as a very greatlachievement by the ¥illagers. The condition
of the village sého51 fuilding has als» improved to some.
txtent. The tempﬁfary walls 2f the schonl buildins is
replaced by brick wélls. They have received a grant‘of
Rs.1,800/- fromlfhe Government and households »f the villasze
denated R0 Kg.'paddy per househnld for the construction of the
schonl building. The total cost for making the brick walls is



sl

stated to be Rs.7,000/- only..

8. . ' Although there is ho tensible chanze in the cccupational
pattern of the people of Motrahgaon yet 3 of them accepted
"salaried jobs" as their occupations durinz this period:

4, The cropping pattern so long in wogue in Mﬁrangéon

has changed remarkably in the recent years. The traditional
monn=crop system of cultivation is replaced by ddﬁbie crénping

'system to a great éxtent. The hish yieldine variety »f paddy
is introduced by most of the families. Ont of 36 households 24
households have introduced I.R.8 paddy and another family
introduced 'Jaya' paddy. They cultivated about 48 bizhas (16
acres approx b ) of rland with H.Y.V. paddy as Ahu(Autumn)
paddy in 1973-74 season. The averaze yield per unit is stated

to be much hisher than the traditional varieties of paddy. The
average yield per acre is stated tn be 14 quintals which is much
higher than the traditional varieties. :

(51, '~ The H.Y.V. paddy is cultivated in a traditisnal methnd
without the' use of fertilisers. Ohly'one family wasvfouna using
fertiliser in that year. It 45 stated by the farmers that Ghe

~goil of the village is sufficiently fertile and use »f fertilicer
is unhecessary. They, however, prepared the plhtsTfor'H;Y;V.

‘paddy with care and a' few families used farmyard‘ manufelj

Ba In the'sali Season, which is the principal erap season
in this area, paddy is cultivated in traditional methods with
local varieties. But the villaqéré have introduced a‘system i
irrigation. They jointly innundate their fields by building a
temporary dam acress a nearby river. It is reported that the
innundation not only irrigates the field, but also replenishes

" the fertility of s5il with deposits of alluvium.
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