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CHAPTER II

THE VILLAGE SETTING

1. Location of the Village :

Rkt The village Khejurbond is situated at a distance
of about 60 kms. from Haflong, the district headquarters
of the North Cachar Hills District. It is about 7 kms.
from Maibang, the nearest township. The residential_area
of the village is located on a flat high landf

2. Village Layout :

2ol Khejurbond villagé is situated on a flat high
land pear the foot hills, The distance, to the nearest
river Diyung by the shortest route will not be less than
one km. But some of the wet land belonging to the villagers
are located within one Km. from the village. The distance
to the jhum fields varies.

2.2, " The houses of the villagers of Khejurbond are
erected in the traditional semi-circular pattern leaving
open space at the centre where the village Nodrang is
located. Like many other Dimasa villages, in Khejurbond
also the houses are constructed closely in a compact way.
Some irregulafity in the semi-circular pattern is, however,
observed in the case of the households that are ereected
later as a result of separation of families. It is' found
that the houéeholds belonging to different clans
(Sengfongs ) are more or less scattered. However,' the
families belonging to the original settlers are living

in the semi-circle.

* The name Khejurbond means #ate-palm(khejur, forest.
(bond). This indicates that area might have had
considerable number of 'Khejur' trees. However,presently
there were no date-palm tree in the village.
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284 The M.E. School and the High School are situated
towards the east of the village whereas the L.P.School is
situated towards south of the village.lThe cremation ground
is loeated on the north west of the village. Though different
places areAfixed for different pujas some of the pujas
particularly the rituals relating to death ceremony are
observed on the south west side of the village. Immigrant
family to the'village has to take permission of the
Karigabsas, the first clan to establish the viliage, for
settlement in the village.

3. Communication : ]

3.1, Communication to and from the village is not
difficult. The nearest Rly. Station Kalachand on Lumding-
Silechar-Badarpur line is only about one km. from the village.
The Haflong-Hajadisa P.W.D. Road is also passing by the

side of the village. Plying of buses on this road is not so
regular, particularly in rainy season. So the villagers
usually avail the train services.

3.2 The condition of the approach road and road inside
the village is good.On this road even heavy vehicles can
easily ply. However, the road becpmes difficult for
vehiculertrafkicfg% the rainy season.

3 a The Kalachand Post and Telegraph office situated
near the Rly. Station offers services of Savings account
also. . [

4. Health and Sanitation :

4.1. S éppears that the general health of the people
of Khejurﬁond is satisfactory. No epidemic in the village

“dﬁring the last 5 years was reported. However, incidence of

Malaria is common.
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4.2, A Public Health Sub-Centre was established at
Kalachand in Avgust, 1976 to serve about 21 villages
including Khejurbond. The Sub-Centre is run by a Pharmacgst.
It is usually inspected or visited by the District Health
‘Officer-once in a month. The nearest Hospital is at Maibang
at a distance of 7 km. from the village.
4.3. The Public Health Sub-Centre supplies usual basie
available medicines to the patients free of cost. It appears
that generally the people donot rely much on the medical
treatment and Hesitate to come to the Sub-Centre for the
sgcond time for curing their ailments. When required
medicines are not available in the Sub-Centre, the pharmaqést
either prescribes op refers the case to the Maibang Hospital.
It was réported that the patients rarely likedto purchase
medicines on their own but likeolto go to Maibang Hospital
when = referred to.
4.4, Tge common diseases in the area as reported by
the phafmaqist are malaria, dysentry, diarrhea and skin
diseases. Makaria is more frequent amongst the outside
labourers working here than local people. AS a measure of
preventing maliria,spraying of D.D.T. is done in the
village twice a month by the Anti-malaria Department. There
is also prbvision of taking blood smears iﬁ slides in the
Kalachand Sub-Centre for detecting malaria. From the records
of the Sub-Centre it is fopnd that the number of patients
visiting the Sub-Centre has been increasing every year
since its iﬁception. Number of patients attending the Sub-
Centre inereases from March to July and decreases from

August. Number of patients is found to be lowest @n the month

of January. xﬂ/}
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4.5. The pharmac%st of the Sub-Centre is sometimes
called in by the villagers. In serious cases or iﬁ :
complicated maternity cases doctor from Maibang is called
in. In most of the cases, the traditional Pujas and rituals
are performed pfior to visiting hospitals. Sometimes
rituals are performed simultaﬁeously with medical treatments.
4.6. Drinking water is a pfoblem for the péople of

Khéjurbond, particularly in the winter season. There are

four kutcha and semi-pucca wells in the village. But in

‘winter season these wells usually dry up. So the people

fetch water from Mahur river which is about 2 km. from

the village.

4.7, No drainage system worth the name is there inside

the village. But as the village is situated on a high flat
idnd, water-Jlogging does not occur even in rainyvseason. No
family 1sin the habit of.using any type of latrine.Squating
in the jungle is the usual way. Household pigs serve as the
scavengers. '

5. Bducation s

(5)cy b Educational facilities upto H.S.L.C; standard

are at easy reach of thé village. There are one L.P.School,
one Middlc English Séhool and one High English Schéol near
the_viliage. These schools are situated on the border. of
the village: So the students of Khejurbond need not go far
for:their education. The H.E. School named Kalachand H.E.
chodl was established in 1975 and is still‘in venture
stage while tﬁe Kalachand M.E.School established in 1971
has been gefting.ad—hoc grants from the Education' -

Department. The medium of teaching in these schools is
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Bengali. Reéently, English was also introduced as a medium

of teaching for the willing students in the L.P.School.For

college education the students are to go to Haflong or
other places outside the district.

(SIS In order to remove illiteracy from amongst the
inhabitants an Adult Education Centre was started in
Khejurbond in 1970. It continued upto 1976. In the initial
years the number of students sincreased gradually. In
1976, the number of students rose to 55. Most of the
students were adult women and young boys. It was reported
that no adult male person attended the Centre where classes
were held in the evening. One teacher drew the salary of
three (Rs.200/4in all) .and imparfed teachings . The medium
of instruction inthe Centre was Bengali for the first five
years . Trouble started in the Centre when Erglish was
Introduced as a medium of teaching in 1975. Then in 1976
Hindi waé also added as the third medium. This might have
compl;cated‘the situation and led to eventual closure of the
scﬁool in 1976.

6. Marketing :

(85l The weekly market at Kalachand helps the
villagers of Khejurbond and other surrounding villages to
sell fheir surplus agricultural products and to procure

their necessary commodities. There is another weekly market

at Maibang (7 km.) which is also visited by many of the

peOpie from Khejurbond. The Kalachand Branch of the Maibang
Large Scale Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society Ltd.; also
serves the Kalachind area including Khejurbond efficiently.

Besides selling essential commodities to the villagers and
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procuring cotton, etc. from them, agricultural loans are
offered to the members of the society. For purchasing
articles not available at Kalachand and Maibang one has to
go to Haflong to which train commgnication is very convenient.
Besides these, there are some small shops at Kalachand
for day to day. articles of'general use.

7. Brief History of the Village :

AL o Khejurbond village came into existence in 1924
when the father of the preseht Khunang (village Headman)
migrated to this area in search of land for wet rice
cultivation. He cameé from a place near Noblaidisa about 11
km. from Khejurbond. The patri-clan of this family is
Karigabsa. After the Karigabasas, members of other
patri-clans immigrateq . and settled in Khejurbond are (in
chronological order) Khempfai-1930; Nunisa—lQSl; Hapheila-
1931; Khersa-1938; Jibragede-1968; and Bodosa-1972. All
these families immigrated to Khejurbond only in search
of land for wet rice cultivation. The distance to their
places of. origin does nét exceed 16 km. from Khejurbond.
et The name of the present site of the village

was Khejurbond prior to the immigration of the present
cwellers. Formerly, a bigger area covering some other
neighbouring villages was known as Khejurbond. The oldest
village in the neighbourhood of Khejurbond is reported to
be Mothibra by elderly persons of Khejurbond. According to
them Mothibra village was established during the reign .of
the Dimasa Kings. After the introduction of wet rice culti-
vation in the nearby valley of Diyung river Dimasa people

from different areas.of the district migrated to this area
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cost of laying irrigation systéms in Kalachand area is
estimated to be in between Rs .4, 000/~ to Rs.4,500/- per
hectare and the average annual maintenance cost comes to
Rs .400.00 per hectare .
11. Mode of Production :
LGk All the hill tribes of N.E.India practise
shifting cultivation on the slopes of the hills. The
Dimasas are no exception to this. As the introduction of
wet rice cultivation in the Dimasa villages of the N.C.
Hills District is of recent origin, the people there have
not yet been able to'adjust entirely to the new system. On
the other hand, supply of suitable land for wet rice oulti-
vation is insufficient. So dependence on Jjhunm cultivation
is still continuing. In other words, the Dimasas of Khejurbond
Still practise’ jhum cultivation simultaneously with wet
rice cultivation. ;
alikeal It must be mentioned here that the problem of
scarcity of wet Iand-i$ the main cause of the
presence of orly a few surplus paddy growers in the
village though they practise jhum cultivation and wet
paddy cultivation' simultaneously. ..:The problem
of scarcity of jhum land has also becoming acute. It has
been mentioned earlier that for each villagé there is a

demarcated area called Simana where the people of that

village practise their jhum cultivation. But with the
shortening of the jhum cyele to three years and rise in
population,clearing of jhum area according to one's own need

has become a myth in Khejurbond. The people orf Khejurbond

* Source of data on irrigation ~ The Executive Engineer,
N.C.Hills Irrigation Division, Haflong.
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maintain some sort of ownership right over jhum land in a
somewhat loose sense. The land cleared and cultivated by
a particular family in a year can never be cleared and
cultivated by any other family in the subsequent jhum eycls
without due permission from the former family. And as land
is §carce, permission is usually not given. Againg the
nunber of Dimasa family is multiplied along with the
marriage of a boy. As soon as he establishes his new house-
hold everything including economic activities is maintained
separately from that of his parents. As a result, the jhum
land under the occupation of a man gets separated among his
married sons. This has rathér increased the problems of
fragmentation and of availability of jﬂum land. On the whole,
it is a fact that ‘jhum land has also become scarce among
the villagers of Khejurbond.
e 3 The important crops produced in Jhéﬁ land are
paddy, cotton, sesamum, mustard seeds, vegetables, etec.
Paddy is sown in the jhum land in nixture with some vege-
tables. Cotton, sesamum and mustard seeds are cultivated
separately‘as monocrops . Though paddy is prbduced both in
Jhum land as well as in wet land, there are only a few
surplus farmers in the village. On the other hand, cotton
is exclusivel& cultivated as a cash crop. Major . portion
of income from agriculture of the farmers comes from the
sale of cotton.Sesamum and musfard are also two cash crops;
but the area under them is small and hence productlon is
not so 51gnificant in the village econony.
11.4. The v1llagers could have improved their economy

had they taken to Rabi crops in wet rice land. But for this,









CHAPTER III
A SOCIOLOGICAL NOTE ON THE DIMASAS.

1. Introduction :
2L The North Cachar Hills District is the abode of

several tribal groups, viz. the Bietes, Kukis, Hmars, Karbis,

Nagas, Kholmas, Khasis and Rangkhols besides the Dimasas .
The total population of the district in 1971 was 76,047.

The other hill tribes, unlike the Dimasas mostly dwell on
hill tops and their individual population is much lower

than that of the Dimasas. The .percentage of Dimasa population
to the total district schedulei tribe population is 51.88

and that to the total district ﬁopulation is 35.87. So the
Dimasas are the most dominant tribe in the district’f

2. A Brief History of the Dimasas :

Zhiyilies The Kacharis are believed to be the original
inhabitants of Assam. In the Brabmaputra valley the Kacharis
call themselves Bodos or Bodo-fisa (son of Bodo) and in the
North Cachar Hills Distriét they call themselves Dimasas.
Eeéides the North Cachar Hills District, Dimasa people are
found in the districts of Karbi Anglongﬁ:mvczgﬁar and in
Dimapur area of Nagaland. The total population of the Dimasas

* Population break up of the N.C.Hills District : (1) Dimasa-
27,280; (2)Biste-1,598; (3) Kuki-4,156; (4) Hnar-4,704;
(5) Karbi-3,899; (6) Naga-8,150; (7) Kholma-471; (8) Kbasi-
1,218; and (9) Rangkhol-1,107; Total S.T.population -
B2,683u 5 0 population -826; Others-22,638 and total
population of the distriet - 76,047. Source - Election
Office, N.C.Hills District, Haflong.
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was 68,718 according to 1961 Census (1971 Census data
about Dimasa population is not available).

2.2 Mythologically, the Kacharis trace their origin
to Hidimba or Haidimba, the demoness residing in Dimapur
area (now in Nagaland). While in exilé, Prince Bhima, the
second of the Pandavas happened to meet and marry her.
As a result of their unionPrince Ghatotkocha was born to
them. He ruled the Kacharis with his capital at bimapur
and fought gallantly for the Pandavas in the great
Kurukshetra yap-of the gpic .

2.3. The Kacharis are supposed to be.a sectioﬂ of
the Tibeto-Burman family. The original place of this
race was Somewhere between the Yarkhanddaria and the
Khasgurdaria rivers in the Gobi desert of Centfai Asia.
They came down to Assam in successive waves and settled
down here permanently. They even migrated to the south
as far as Tipperah hills. Gradually as their population
increased in numbers, they travelled by land and,water

to Nilachal hills near Gauhati. Fproa Nilachal they
_migrated south-east and finally settled down at Dimapur.
At the beginning of the 13th centuri,-they occupied the
western portion of Sibsagér District and a large.part of
Nowgong District. The ruins of Dimapur still remain there
as evidences of the Kachari civilization.

2 Ak Both Hunter (1879) and Gait (1905) believed that
at one time the majbr part of Assam, N.E. Bengal, Sylhet
and Maimansingh foimed the great Kachari kingdém. The
Koches, Chutias, Lalungs,ARabhas,-Morans, Garos and the

Tipperah are believed to be sub-tribes of the Kacharis
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(Endle, 1911; Galt, 1905; Barkataky, 1969).
2eole Since the beginning of the 13th century the
Kacharis were ruling over the western part of Sibsagar

the
District, Nowgong District and the northern part of/ N.C.Hills
District with their capital at Dimapur. The Ahoms , a race

Of people of the great Shan family who migrated to Assam

in Whe beginning of the 13th century A.D. attacked and
defeated the Kacharis in 1536 and since then the Ahoms
continuously harassed the Kacharis. As a result, the
Kacharis shifteqd their capital to Maibang. Rudra Singh, the
greatest Ahom King invaded the Kachari kingdom in 1706 ang
ran-sacked Maibang. The Kachari king fled to Khaspur in
Cachar, District ang established his new capital there.
Ultimately, the Kachari kingdom was annexed to the British
India in 1832.

2.6, ; In Dimasa language Di means water or river,

mna means great‘and‘ga means sons. So the etymological
meaning of the word Dimasa means sons of the great river
or simply river folks. There is a popular legend among the
Dimasas as to how they came to be known as Dimasas and the
circumstances which wepe responsible for their separation
from the Kacharis.

2T Prior to 1961, the Dimasas were considered as

A sub-tribe of the Kacharis. In the 1961 Gensus the Dimasas
Were recognised as a separate tribe.

3. Religion of the Dimasas :

3.1: The Dimasas were originally Saktas. They use to
worship Siva and Dupgs in the name of Sibrai and Matongma
respectively. Besides Sibrai and Matongma they worship
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cgrtain_other gods and goddesses and spirits and ghosts.It
is evident that both Aryan and non-Aryan elements are
)present in the Dimasa religion.

32 With the formal conversion of king Krishna
Cbandra to H;nduism in 1790 A.D. H;nduism became the royal
religion in the Kachari kingdom. Some shrewd priests of
Sylhet declared the king to be pure Hindu by passing him
through the womb of a specially designed copper cow and

thi; was considered as his ceremonial re-birth. Meanwhile
the Vaisnava sacred book "Naradiya Purana" was translated
by Bhuboneswar Bachaspati (1733) of'érihattap into spoken
dialect and the holy Bhagawat Purana wés read and explained
daily in the royal court.

3.3% At present the Dimqsas are Hindﬁ by reiigion.
Even then, they continue to perform certain religious rites
in their traditional way. Most of the hill tribes ofthe N.C.
Hills were converted to Christianity. But the Dimasas,
unlike them, did not become Christians.

3.4: The Hinduised.religious rites among the Dimasas
of Cachar District are performed by Brahmin priests. But
Brahmin priests could not cross ovetiﬁ%ﬁthe N.C.Hills as
Tularam Senapati, the last independent.Dimasa Chieftain,
revolted against the Bprahmahic: system of religion..So Dimaéa
people belonging to different villageslof'the N.C.Hills

have their own priest called ﬁéig;. The office of the Hojai
is not hereditary. A person who knows the art of performing
the pujas can act as a Hojai. ' :
3.5. The Dimasas still adhere to some of their

traditional pujas and these are performed at different times.
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according to necessity. Some of the Dimasa pujas are :(1)
Naikhuraja; (2) Gerba puja, (8) Hamalai puja, (4) Saini
pujas (5) Mayopa puja, (6) Demachikicita or Duyongchibleiba,
(7) Ranchandi, (8) Heremdi, (9) Aluraja, (10) Landiy raja,
(11) Waraja, (12) Mungrang, (13) Dilanju, (14) Daingkab,
(15) Dam brama, (16) Kasaime, (17) Sam biam, (18) Larikogong,
(19) Desime, (20) Dakinsapuja, (21) Mainu Gerba and (22)
Maibar Dingba or Maimupuja. The last three pujas are associa-
ted with jhum cultivation. Besides taking part in Durga puja
and Saraswati puja, the Dimasas perform Saraswati puja
at their home on any day in the evening for the welfare
of the students. :
4. Pollution and Purity :
4.1. Pollution and purity are very closely related
with any religion. At childAbirth<pollution is observed
for a month. In a sense this pollution is observed by the
whole village. If a puja is to be performed within the
village before the fal; of umbilical cord of a new-born

baby then a puja named paocha—RafhaLba has to be performcd

before the intending puja. This is a purificatory puja. The

woﬁan who attend the mother at time of delivery of the

child perfofms this puja with two small male fowls in the

compound of the new-born baby. The entire expenditure for

the puja has to be borne by the father of the new-born

child.

. On the day of the fall of the umbilical cord L
of the baby a purificator& ceremony called Eatharha is
observed.After 2 thorough‘clgén@ng of the household water

with Tulaghi (ocimum) leaves i; sprinkled throughout the

. "houses.
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4.3. 0n a convenient day after the fall of the wibilical
cord, the family concerned arrange rice beer and meat(muttoﬁ;
or pork) and all the villagers are entertained during éhe
day time. Cuests are also invited. On this day, money is
also paid to the Hojaijek (loecal mid-wife) who helped in
the delivery as a token ofihonour.ﬁhe amount, however, depends
on the ability of the houseﬁold. The invitees may offer
presents to the baby. This function is known as Bisiﬁg Jiriba.
4.4. | Iq[ggge of death of a person the members of the
family concerned observe fast for only one day. There is no
hard and fast rule of pollution when death occured. Other
people may take meal, etc. in the family concerned after 2/3
dayse.
4.,5. A woman is not allowed to cook meal during her
mens truation period. However, there is no fixed days regarding
pollution in this case. She can cook meal as soen és she
is cleaned of her menstru%i;cycle.
4.6. The Dimasas do not allow a non-Dimasa to enter
inside their house. Even now, in many a Dimasa villages this
custom is in vogue. Though this system of avoidance is
reported to be not very old it is a fact this was introduced
only to avoid pollution fesulting from the entry of a non-
Dimasa inside their house. ;
5./ Clan Organisation :
5eile The lineage system of the Dimasas is basically
different from other neighbouring hill tribes. The Dimasas
follow a unique type of double descent. The male children
always reckon their descent along the male line, i.e.,father's

line which is their primary affiliation to clan while the
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female children always reckon their descent along the

female line, i.e., mother's line which is their Primary
affiliation to clan. The male line of descent is. called
Sengfong ard the female line is knoyn as '@gg (in some
areas it is Julu or Jduluk). Besides primary affiliation

to his father's Sengfong a boy is related to his mother's
Jdaddi which ig his Secondary affiliation, Similarly, in

the case of alg Ul addition to hep primary affiliation
to the mothep's Jaddi, she hag Secondary affiliation to

her father's Sengfong ; but sne is formally adopted to her
husband's Sengfone aftep her marriage, They use theip
resinective clan name as their title. But now-a-days, the
vomen also  use either Yheir fathep's or husbands!' Seng fong,
as the case may be, as their titie. '
5.2. Seng meaﬁs sword and befong means the handle.
T™is indieates that the syorq inheritance night have‘
initially leg to the creation of the Sene fongs among the
Dimasas. The cereation of the Sengfongs is reported to be

nof*nueh earlier than the Jaddis. There wers only 7 &e_g;‘ggg_g

. when the Dimasa kings ruleq inp Dimapur. The number of

Sengfongs rose to 16 (12 aceording to some) at Maibang and
later on it inereased to 42,

5.3. . The increase in the number of Sengfongs at
Maibanz was necessitateq perhaps to distinguish the other
tribal people who were converted to Dimaga there. Jaddis

were probably created during the Dimasa reign at Maibang.

The Dimasas believe that the creation of the Jdaddis at
Maibang wag a means to prevent theip forefathers from marrying

women from ‘non-Dimasa tribes of the neighbourhood.
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5.4. There is another story regarding the multiplicity
of Sengfongs. After the formal conversion to Hinduism, the
Dimasa kings visited Kashi, Brindaban and such other
pilgrimages spending lots of money. So in order to compen-
sate the expenditure, the king awarded new Sengfongs to
different groups of people and thus collected money from
them.
5.5. It may be mentioned here that there is no
hierarchical order among the Sengfongs and the Jaddis. But
there are certain restrictions in food habits among some
Seng fongs. In other words, members of certain Sengfongs
are debarred from taking certain items of food, e.g., pork.
But this neither increases nor decreases the status ‘of the
clan in comparison to others.
5.6, - At present there are 42 Sengfongs and 42 Jaddis
in Dimasa society. Meaning of all the.gengﬁoggs and the
Jaddis are not known even to the Dimasas. Some of the clan
names are after the names of river, mountain, bird, tree,
etc. But these are not considered as totems and so the clans
are not totemistic at all.
Bieilis According to Dimasa tradition two wemen belonging
to different Jaddis never touch each others clothes,personal
articles of use including hair oil, combs, etc. Because of
clan exogamy, a daughter-in-law married to a family belongs
to a_Jaddi other than that of her mother-in-law and sister-
in-law (husband's sisters). And this naturally brings together
women of separate Jaddis which creates the problem of
avoidance of touching each others personal articles as

mentioned above. AS a measure of convenience the boy
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separates from his parents after his marriage.
6. Marriage and Divorece :
(5 by Marriage among the Dimasas is strietly monogamous «
The Iﬂmasas strictly observe tribe endogamy and elan exogany
in settling a marriage. As mentioned earlier a Dimasa person
hés affiliation to two clans. A Dimasa boy cannot marry
either from his father's Sengfong or from his motherts Jaddi
j.e., the Jaddi and Sengfong of the bride must be other:

than those of the boy's mother and father. Violation of

this double clan exogamy rule leads to ex-communication.
It is learnt that yiolation.of this rule is very rare among
the Dimasas. :
6.2, The negotiations of s Dimasa marriage is an
elaborate process. The boy‘s father or in his absence a
close relatlve goes to the girl's parents for negotiating
the marriage. The father may be aceompained by some other
persons also. After presenting a packet of about 1 kge.salt
(sandy) the father of the boy discloses the intention of
his visit. The girl's parents provi;ionally accept the
present. The acceptance of the present indicates that the
marriage might be held. But if at a later stage the girl's
parents disagree to give their daughter in marriage, the
packet of salt is returned. On a subsequent day, the groom's
father with some other personé visits ‘the girl's family
wiﬁh presents of rice-beer for finalising the marriage. In
thé meantime the bride's parents consult the clan members .
If clan members approvq[%ﬁe marriage the grqom's-rather is
informed accordingly on his arrival. With much Joy and

happiness rice beer is consumed and a day is fixed for the
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marriage. Here on this day the bride price (Kalti) is also

finalised. Sometimes a third meeting is held between the
‘boy's party and the girl's parfy to finalise the amount

of bride price which is to be paid in cash on the day of
marriage. The amount of Kalti differs depending on the
economic condition of the boy's family. In Khejurbond it

was found that bride price varies from Rg.30/- to Rs.225/-.
6.3, The marriage ceremony takes place at the house

of the bride. If the bride groom hails from a distant village,
he’along with his marriage pafty is to arrive in the
bride's village on the preceding day 6f the marriage

ceremony. The marriage ceremony which is quite simple is

- performed during the day time in the courtyard of the

bride. Care is taken not to finalise the date of marriage

on Sunday, Tuesday and Saturday as these days are considered

to be inauspicious by the Dimasas -

6.4, The people of ' bthe bride groom party leave the

bride's residence after the ceremony  is over leaving the
bridégroom to stay there for three days. After three days
the bridegroom along with his bride can go to his parents'
house to stay there for a couple of days. Then the‘couple
féfurﬁg to the bride's house where he ordinarily stays for
a yeaf or until he can raise his own home. During the stay

at the house of the girl, the boy has to help his parents-

‘in-law in their domestic activities. The period of stay at

one's father-in-law's residence after marriage is called

'‘min-ha-ba! Of codrse, the pefiod of min-ha-ba now-a-days

varies according to the need of the time.
BG5S Widow remarriage is socially allowed among the

Dimasas. In their society, the widow of an elder brother
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can be married by his unmarried younger brother. But a man
cannot marry the widow of his younger brother. Similarly,

a widower can marry the unmarried younger sister of his
deceased wife. But one cannot marry the elder sister of

his wife. Chilq marriage is almost unheard of in Dimasa
society. :

6.6, Divorece is not unknown to the Dimasas. On
reasonable ground divorce is allowed in Dimasa society. A
man divoreing his wife does not get back the Kalti (Bride-
price). But if a woman is divorced for commiting adultery
she is to pay a fine to the hus band besides returning the
Kalti and the presents given to her. bx[ huqband Conversely,
if divorce takes place beeause of adultery committed by the
husband, he forfeits the right to claim the .return ofie

Kalti as well as the presents he gave. Divorce finally comes
into effeet along with the declarafion of the Khunang, the

head gaonbura. After divorce one is free to remarry performing

all the customs of a fresh marriage.

7. Family :

oy The Dimasa family is generally nuclear consisting
of husband and wife and their unmarfied children. Because
of clan exogamy on both father's and mother's line and the
restrietions imposed on using common clothes, combs, hair
oil or any other things by two women belonging to different
Jaddis staying of a bride{ Eernanent%ﬁ her father-in-law's
residence is not possible.uSo it is a custom for a Dimasa
oy to erect his separate house after his marriage to live
there with his wife. Again, even unintentional touch between

A married woman and her husband's elder brother is punishable

under the custom. So a Dimasa family cannot be extended
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either vertically or horizontally.
77?&, A boy can stay in the house of his father-in-law
during the period of min-ha-ba or so long he cannot set up
his separate house. Again, there is no restriction for a
widow to stay with her married daﬁghter. Dimasa families
of these types may be called Special or Irregular type of
family. Because of the restrictions on staying together
of two women belonging to different Jaddis, even the sisters
cannot live with their married brothers. If an ummarried girl
lonses both the parents and if she has nd.*unmarried
brother she has either to stay separately or with her
married sister. In the former case, of course, her married
brother looks after her in the event of his living in the
same village. Similarly, if a widower having some daug-h'/iers
by his first wife marries for the second time a wife whose
Jaddi is different from that.of his deceased wife he will
have to arrange separate house for the stay of his daughters
from the first wife. Because of all these factors the size
of a Dimasa family is generally'ho§ large.
(4%8% - It is observed that the Dimasa boys prefer to
erect his new house near the residence of his father-in-law
after his marriage. In thisvway, the boy migrates to his
wife's village in the case of inter village marriage. On
the other hand, in the case of intra-village marriage he
constructs his house near his wife's parents house. But it
is observed that a boy belonging to a village where wet

rice cultivation is practised does not migrate to his *

wife's village.
7.4. In Dimasa society father's property both moveable

and immovfable is traditionally inherited by the sons
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equally. But there is restriction on inheritance of the
father's property by the daughters. If the father dies
without a son, his property naturally goes to his daughters -
not necessarily to the next line of wale heirs. If the
father pleases, he can give certain share of his property
to his dauéhfers also. But in no case a gun can be inherited
by a daughter. On the other hand, property possessed by a
mother - like ornameﬁts, slothes, money, etc.,aré shared
only by the daughters - not by any son.

7.5. . From the foregoing discussions on family it has
become clear that the Dimasa family is neither‘patrilocal
nor matrilocal. It is something in between.

o

3. Disposal of Dead Body :

Sty The Dimasas cremate their dead bodies. A child

- without bearing any tooth is buried. Similarly, a person

who dies an unnatural death or a woman dying duriné child
blxth or a person dying of lenrosv, blackfever, étc. is
buried. : ]

82 After the death of a person his friends and
relatives are informed of and accordingly they come to the
house of the deceased. All the co-villagers also assembled
at the house of the deceased leaving aside all their works.
They share the works amohgst themselves for the arrangement

of the cremation. A copk 1s sacrificed or in lieu an egg
by one

‘ls broken near the head of the dead/male member of the

family. The Dimasas believe that the soul of the cock will
lead the deceased to the next world.
& dEio According to the Dimasa custom, the dead body

is laid prostrate on the ground placing his head either
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9. Nodrang :

C il Nodrang, the boys' dormitory, usually situated

at the centre of the village plays an important pafﬁ in

the village organisation. Village bo;3 from the age of 13 or
14 years upto the time of marriage are supposed to spehd
their nights in the Nodriang. But now-a-days, staying at
HNodrang is not compulsory and most of the boys stay at their
own residence. All the youths of the village irrespective

of their stay at Nodrang are automatically its members. An
efficient boy is selected as Nagahoja (leader) of the Nodrang.
Though the girls do not enjoy the dormitory life yet fheir
participation in the socio-cultural functions of the
Nodrang is obvious. So a girl is also selected as Malahoja
(female leader) who is to work joiﬁtly with the Nagahoja .
Put in  no case a woman is allowed to enter inside the
Nodrang.

9.2 Besides arrangement for sleeping, musical

instruments like drum (Khram), flute(Murri) are kept in

the ﬂodragg. During the evening the boys gather there and
practiée:déncing and playing on the musical instruments or
gossip with friends. The Nodrang becomes very active
during the time of Busu, the annual harvest festival. The
whole arrangement for the Busu observation including

traditional dance is done by tne village youths under the

9.3. The members of the Nodrang readily help é widow
in repair and construction of houses or help a family in
cultivation if it fails to complete it in due time. For
such help.an appeal musf be made either by the party

concerned or by the village elders. The village youths -
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both boys and girls work together in the farms of the

villagers to collect money to celebrate Hansau Manaoba

festival in the village. This festival ié vefy expensive

and so it is observed usually at an ‘nterval of at least
three years. Iﬁ Dimasa village, the Nodrang is the only
place for the night halt of a visiting non-Dimasa as the
Diﬁasas do noﬁ allow a non—Dimasa‘to enter their own
residences .

10. Dimasa Villages :

,lq.l. . The Dimasa villagegg of the N.C.Hills are usually
siéuated at foot hills. Unlike the neighbouring Naga tribes,
the Dimasas do not establish their villages on the top of
hills. A4t the time of selecting a new site fof a village

the Dimasas give due importance to - (i) nearness to
‘source of water, and (ii) nearness to the field of
cultivation. So most of the Dimasa villages of the N.C.
Hills are found to be situated near a river'or a streﬁno
102N The houses are erected in a somewhat semi-circular
pattern leaving open space at the Centre for the Egggggg.
The houses are constructed very closely in a compact way:
With the_multiplicaﬁion of families some irregularity in

the semi-circular pattem is obsefved. The households
belonging to a particular Seng fong do not necessarily
cluster together. The families of different §ggg£ggg§ are
dispersed all over the village according to their convenience.
It is, of course, cusﬁomary for an immigfant family to
formally take permission from nembers Of,th? founder claﬁ

~ of the village to settle in the village.

10163 The Dimasa houses are rectangular in shape. The

size of the houses varies according to the size of the
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family and the economic condition. The houses are usually
constructed with bamboo, thatch, cane, etc. which were
formerly easily.available in the nearby jungles. But now-
a-days, in many a villages these materials have to be
purchased. The Dimasa houses have two important parts. The
front room used by the males and guests is calléd Nokhong
and the inner room known as Noshing is used by the females
and for keeping clothes, utensils, etc. A corner of the
Noshing is used for cooking purposes and meal is also
taken there. The granary is either separately constructed
or the corns are kept somewhere inside the main house in
big baskets. They raise separate sheds for poultry>birds
and pigs.

10.4.  Unlike many other hills tribes, the Dimasas do
not eréct their houses on raised platform. They construct
their dwelling houses on raised bed of earth like the
Assamese peéple. The floor of the house is plastered with
mud. The whole compound, which is not very big, is
encircled with a high fence of splitted bamboo or gkra
reeds;

11. Village Leadership ¢

Tels Every Dimasa village has a village council of
which eﬁery adult male is a member. They have three
gaonburas (village headmen) in every village in a hierar-
chical order. The Khunang is the head gaonbura. The
deputy headman is called the Dilik and the assistant
headman is called Haffaiskao. .

11.2.  The posts of the headﬁen are néither hereditary

nor they are promoted from one junior post to a senior one.
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They are rather elected. But if the son of a particular
headman is found to be otherwise qualified he can. succeed
his‘father provided. the villagers agrec vo Lt ordinarily
an influential person from the numerically dominant male

clan is made the Khunang.Care is always taken to see that

ot <) y
the Khunang, the Dilik and Haffaiskso belong to different

clans. The posts are not for the whole life also. One can
4£étire from the office when he feels that he can no longer
serve his co-villagers properly. In his place a new person
is selected to the vacant post. The office of the Khunang,

or the Dilik or the Haffaiskao may be challenged by

the villagers if they are dnhappy with him. Though normally,
the villagers celect their Khunang, the authority of final
approvai of the Khunangship is vested in the District
Council without which one cannot act as a Khunang. Similar
approval ofLEEECTic: Council, however, is not neééssary

in the cases ol the Dilik and the Haffaiskao.

11.3. There are division of duties among the three
headmen. The important duties of a f(hunang are to collect
house “tax, to preside over vwillage dispute cases,‘to
receive a govt. officer on duty in the village, to organise
village functions, to attend govi. offices as and when
called for, etec. The Dilik is to officiate as Kbungng

as and when asked by the latter or during his abseﬁce.
Similarly, the Haffaiskao is also to assist the Khunang
in performing his duties. The‘ggggggg;'%he Dilik and

the Haffaiskao get no honorarium for their services. The
Khunang is, of ccurse, exempted from paying house tax and

ad 7 9" )
lard revenue, if there is any. But in all socio-religious
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CHAPTER VI

Beonomic Activities
1« Introductions
Qgille In this chapter; some economic activities with
which the wvillagers are associated are analyseds The
economic activities of Khejurbond village - relate mainli
to cultivation of crops and some other activit;es, such as
handicrafts etc, '
2+ Agiicultural Enterprise :
2ale The agricultural pursuits of the people of
Khejurbgnd village include settled cultivation of wet paddy
in the valley land, and jhuming in the hill slopess The
other tribes of the N.C,Hills egs Zemi Nagas, Hmars and
Kukis are mainly @ependegt upon jhum cqltivation. On the
other hand, the Dimasas of N.C, Hills are practising sirml-
taneously both wet and jhun cultiVatiqn; It is a fact that
the Dimasas occupies a major part of valley areas in the
N.C. Hills Districte
2424 Paddy as food crop and cotton as cash crop are
the main field crops of the villagers of Kheﬁurbond; For
wet paddy cultivation, plains paddy fieldsare ploughed in
Mayy Junhe and Julye The ploughing (Hadi-Haliba) is done
generally four times or even moree. Seed bed is prepared on
small plots of land and seceds are sown in May/June priom
to the preparation of fieldse After one and a half month of
germination, the grown up seedlings are uprooted from the
nurseries and carried to the already 'prepared paddy fieldse
The transplanting operatiqn(Maiga;ﬁgiba)is mainly done
during June and July. Harvesting (Mairaba) of wet paddy
starts generally in the first part of November and aly

continues to the last part of Decembers The harvested paddy
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is collected at ggggg* where threshing is done Dby buffaloess
203 = The Dimasas grow several varieties of paddye The
wet paddy varieties are - Barlam, Soyamora, Therabali,
Maiju, Sadhuki, Bitluti, Duburi Saian, etc. The Maiju and
puburi Sajap varieties of paddy are largely used for pre=-
paring rice beer, Similarly, several varieties of jhum

" paddy are also raised by them. These are - Galang Jara,
Maithu Thai, Bairing, Gundui, Mairathai, Maiju etce ALl

the above varieties are locals They usually follow their
traditional methods of cultivation. However, the 1ift
irrigation scheme at Kalachand provides plenty of water for
successful wet paddy cultivation in Kalachand areas

2ele In jhum cultivation the first operation i.e. the
jungle cutting (Hi-oba) starts in the months of February/
Marche Then they .allow the jungle for drying up for sometime.

_ The burning operation (Hasoba) actually starts in the months

of A?ril/May which is followed by sowing operations in
June/Uuly; In case of cotton (Khun) cultivation, the sowing
operation starts in Juhe and continues till July. Weeding
(§amfiba) in jhum is done generally two to three timese.

The first weeding starts just after the germination of the
seeds which is followed by aﬁéﬁhe; one or two weedihgs
after sdme weeks of the first weedings The harvesting
(Mai-roba) of jhum paddy takes place in September}October.

Cotton is usually harvested during the month of Januarye

T A temporary shed In paddy field where the farrers use
to take rest during agricultural operation. It alsor .
serves the purpose of a watch houses The harvested paddy
is temporarily stored in the mandu for threshings In jhum
field also mandu is ecrected for similar purposese
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346e Distribution of area, yield and value of some
major crops grown in the village according to size groups
of operational holding is givén in Table 6;2. Paddy and
cotton are cultivated by élmost all the households in the
village. The cultivation of sesarmm and mstard are done
on}y by a few householdse As stgble fpod crop, the v@llagers
invariably prefer the cultivation of paddy to other crops.
Next to paddy, cotton occupies a prominent place. Raw
cotton always finds a good market and therefore, if is
cultivated entirely for sale.

367s The per acre output of principal crops by
operational holdings is shown in Table Ge3. The highest
yield rate of 8.96 quintals wet paddy per acre was found
in the highest size group, iece; 10400 ~ 15,00 acres and
lowest 7«54 quintals per acre in lowest size group
(2.50-5;00 acres), However, the yleld rate depends on
variiety of ‘ipaddy grown and grades of lands. Ta case of
cotton also the highest yield rate of 1.60 quintals per
acre was found in the highest size group i.es 10;00;15;00
acres. The lowest yield rate of 0.86 quintal cotton per

acre was found in the size-group 7.50-10.00 acres.

Table 6.3
Per acre output of Principal crops by operational Holding,
Khejurbond.
Size group Jhum Wet Cotton Sesarmim Mustard
(acres) paddy  paddy = F e N & e W
Below 1 acre - - - - -
TROPN=H 2L 5O 3528 T o - 0440 2453
2650 = 5,00 2445 7054 1416 0433 0617
5e 008 = 7a OB T L 56T o 1L il g 1 2:08
7e50 = 10400 4«65 7 e84 0486 - -
'10400= 15400 1462 8596 1460 = =
15 and above - - - - -

Total ¢ 2001 7496 1.16 1.12 2414
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5e4e The disposal pattern of cash crops indicates
that most of the people are market oriented. The cash
crops are found to have good market outside the village.
In this connection, it is important to note that the
Maibang L.S. & M,P. Co-operative Society Limited at
Kalachand procures a good portion of the cash crops produced
by the villagers at reasonable prices. Moreover, some
trading agents at Kalachand and Maibang also use to purchase
the products from the villagers. Further, the easy trans-
porting facilities (both railway and road transport)
avallable at Kalachand and Maibang help the villagers to
dispose their surplus cropse
Ge Weaving s R : 5
Gela - Besides cultivation and livestock, weaving is
an¢ important source of incomes. The womehfolk spend their
leisure time in their looms, Now;a;days, fly shuttle looms
are  very common in the village., llowevei, the throw shuttle
variety is also commons but loin Toom is not at all popular
among thems Almost all the Dimasa womenfolk are ‘expert in
weavings The number of looms possessed by a household
depends upon the number of adult women and girls in the
family. ]
(G215 The Dimasa womeh prepare major part of thelr
necessary dresses at their ownllooms; Risa 4 Rigu ,
‘Rijamphai , ‘Rikhause', etcs are the usual products
produced by Dimasa'women at_their ;ooms; Rigu and
Rijamphai are two very important traditional dres;es of
womenfolh, the price oﬁ a piece of these dresses vanjies
from Rse 30/~ to RSe 60/= depending upon its quallty and

colour,
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contributing 31,86 per cent of total village ihcome. A few
individuals of the village are contractors of the Districy
Council. Barning from salaried jobs is found to be 5.87 °
per cént:of the total income of the village. Rept from
leased out land and rented hquse contributes 1.83 per cent'
(Rs+3212.00) of the <total village income, Two households
that leased out land received Rse812.00 ghd pwo other
households having rented houses near Kalachand Railway
Station earned RS.2400,00 as house rent during the reference
year. The semi-urban centre at Kalachand is providing_the
scope for eafning house rent for those who have houses
there. The residual income of agriculture has been estimated
on the basis of the total cash sales plus imputed value of
production at farm harvest after deducting the inputs in
saeds énd'hi?ed labours.

2030 The distribution of income from different sources
by size classes of operational hoiwings is showu in Table 7.2
Yhe average .per household and per csz ita income for
Khéjurbond are found to be Rse4,;394.20 and Rs.711.61
respectively. The table shows that the average per househdld
income in the cases of all households barr ing those
belonging to the operational size group 10.00-15,00 acres
is lower than the average per household income for the
village as a whole. Per household average income for the
7«5 per cent households in the size class of 10,00~15.00
acres 1is estimated to be R$.15,448.67 which is mch higher
than the village average., Besides higher size of‘operational
holdings, income from rented houses and sufficient earnings

from profession ~nd services in this size closs are responsible
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