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PREF ACE

‘The present report on Habrubari embodies the results
of the first point sur vey of 2 RBodo-Kachari village in the district
of Goalpara, Assam. The study was undertaken in October/November,
1971 with a view to having a glimpse into the socio-economic
life of the Bodo-Kachari Community, one of the most important
tribal communities of Assam Plains.

The village Habrubari represents a homogeneous society
with all its inhabitants belonging to one commupity viz. Bodo-
Kachari. The village is well-served by communication and marketing
facilities. Agriculture is the predominant source of income for
the villagers and there are large number of families earning their
livelihood from agricultural wages within the village. The
presence of 22 agricultural labour families in a total of 80
families in such a tribal village is not a natural phenomenon of
the tribal areas of this region. They are only seasonally employed
and their econohic condition. im gradually deteriorating.

The study has reveaied that « sectivn of Che villagefs
is reacting favourab_w to the planned ¢ “forts of cla nge. The
literacy rate is 41 per cent which may be said to be satisfactory.
It iS.hOped that some more concertrated devel »pment efforts and
sympathetic guidance‘will help these tribal people to emerge as
a prosperous and progressive community. -

Like all other weports, the present one is also a joint
product of the Centre prepared under the general guidance and
supervision of the Director. The names of the research staff
associated witht he project is given in an appropriate place.

Sri D.Gohain, Research Officer, has gone through the report and
made some helpful suggestions. Dr.&,N.M.I.Ali has contributed
a sociological note on the Baodo-Kacklmris which is given in the

Appendix. The draft report and stencils were typed by Sri M.C.Dutta,
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Stenographer and Sri N.Bora, Typist of the Centre, while the
duplicating was done by Sri N.Dcka, Gestetner Operator. I am
thankful to my collcagues for their sincere cooperation in
completing the report.

I am grateful to Sri B.Sarmah, A.E.0. of Dotma T.D..
Block and Sri M.B.Chaudhury, a School Teacher of the village
for thelr kind cooperation extended to our research staff during
field investigation. I am als> thankful to the villagers of
Habrubari for extending their cooperation to our research staff
at the time of field investigation.

It is hoped that the present Report will throw some
light on certain aspects of s>cio-economic 1life of the Bédo—

Kachari Community.

April, 1975. _ P.D. Saikia,
| Dircctor.
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CHAPTER ONE

Introducine the Villa=ze

L+ Location, Layout and Communication

Ll Habrubari is a Bodo-Kachari village in Kokrajhar
Sub-inision of Goalpara district of Assam. It is situated to

the north-western side of Kokrajhar sub-division and phe~distapce 5
of the villazse from the su-divisional headduarters is 88 km. To
the north and south of this villase there are two important
marketing places named Serfuncsuri. and Fakiragram,  lying at a
distance of 8 km. and 22 km. respectively from the village. &
metalled "P.W.D. Road .runs across the village and public buses’
PlyY on this road from Bilasipara to Serfun=zuri all day long. One
newly constructed P.W.D. road connects village with Tenzai Gaon
to the west. The villagers can avail the railway facilities at
Fakiraqram, a noted railway statisn of the district. The feeder

roads’leadinq to the "main road of the wvillaze are not =zond and

 that is why during the rainy season they become muddy and: slippery.

2. The People : § 3

9.1, The village Habrubari is inhabited entirely by the
Boedo-Kacharis, one of the imﬁortant plains tribes of Assan.
Althouqh they are scattered thronghout all the districts of lower
Assam, thelir main concentration is found on the northern bank.of
the Brahmaputra river in the district of'Goalparaa Besides Assam,
they are féund in Meghalaya, Tripura, Nortﬁ—qugal and in Bihar
also. The Garos s»f Mechalaya are said to be closely akin to the
Bodo-Kacharis, particularly in respect of physical features and
lansuages. The Bodo-Kacharis belonﬁ to the Indo-Mongoloid sroup

in origin and in 2000 B.C., the Monsoloids living in Tibet
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came to the North Eastern India and Assam alonz the Brahmaputra
and its tributaries for tradine silk (Endi & Muza) and some of
them permanently settled in the Bank of the Brahmaputra. Therefore
some similarities of the Bodo-Kacharis in appearance, culture

and lancuage are visible with dther Monqo}oid people living in
Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim, Tripura etc. The Bodé—Kacharis are how
being recdsnised as' a sub-tribe originatéd from the Hachariste
Other sﬁb—tribes orizsinated from this tribe are Dimasa-Kacharis,
Sonowal-Kacharis etc.

3. Rainfall, Temperature and Soil :

Seills The .¢clim te of Habrubari is,‘by and lar=ze, similar to
the rest of the Brahmaputra villey. Broadly éﬁeakina,_the village
enjoys two seasons in a year - Summer and Winter. Thé‘summer_
season begina in May and lasts upto September. The maximum and
Minimum temperature in summer and winter season is shown in
Table 1.1l. Between these two broad seasons, another two ° seasons
i.e. Autumn and Sprins prevails which are very pleasant as thg
climate is neither too hot nor too cold. Temperature is generally
hich in the month of July and low in the mdnth of January.
s The monsoon Shower beqins'in the month of Aprii apd.
it lasts upto Septfﬁber. A monthly’precipitation rate in the
district 1s shown in Table 1.2. The precipit?on rate varies from
month to month and becomes heavy in the months of June and July.
and low in the months of December and Tanuary'. The lack of
unifermity in rainfall affects agricultural economy of the villaze.
S+3. The soil of the wvillaze 1is of alluvial_oriwin and
comﬁosed of wvarying dezgrees of clay, loam and sénd. Its =

soils are fertile and suitable for cultivation o

o

f wvarious food
and cash crops such as paddy, wheat, Jute, surarcane and

mustard etc.

4, Sogcio-Relizious Activities =

4.1. As stated earlier, Habruhbari is inhabited by Tribal

Hinduised people and: some of their traditional socio-relizious
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ceremonies are very colourful. ﬁvery Bodo-Kachari villace has a
common prayer place known.as "Garfza Sali" which is generally
situated in the midst of thick forests. After completing all
other festivals and ceremonies of the year, the villagers
oréanise the "Garrza Puja" in order to purify the peonle who
cdmmits improper works knowingsly or unknowingly durine the year.
"Garrzé Puja" is perférmed by collecting. subscriptions from all
the villacers.

The most important festival of the Bodo-Kacharis is
"Kheray Puja". It représents traditional Bodo-gulture and it
prolongs usually for 12 hours or more. Dance and few instrumental
music continues in this puja frem besinning to end, which‘demon-
strates traditional Bodé-culture.
4.2. The "Kheray Puja" is pérformed thrice a year 6n three
different occasions,; e€.z. (1) 'Ashu Kheray' is. performed in the
month of July or August on‘the occasion of successful cultivation
of Ahu Paddy (Summer Paddy) and other Kharif crops of t his
séason, (2) 1Sali Kheray' is celebrated in the month of November
or. Decemher for t he success of Sali Paddy (Winter-Paddyj culti-
vation and other Rabi crops cult ivated in this season. (3) Qver
and above Ahu and Sali Kheray there is anothef type of Kheray
Puja which is performed in erder toieure any person sufferinz
from such acute diseases which could not be cured by the use
of medicines or other treatment.Principal articles requiréd for
performance of "Khe}ay Puja" are fowls, pigeons, pigs and.egﬁs
and these are voluntarily donated by the villagers.
4.3.' _ Of the plains tribals, the Bodos arg very rich in
their folk-dances. They have mdre phan a dozen exquisitely.
colourful and rhythmic dances énd ma jority of them are connected
with their "Kheray Puja". For préservation and development of
traditional Bodo-culture some enliczhtened persons living in and g

aronnd Habrubarivorganised a cultural society known as "Sorkhibonai



Kheray Affas" long ago. In 1950, this Kheray Affact representead
kheray dénces in Delhi on the occas;on of the Republic Day
celebration.

4.4. Besides, the Bodo-Kacharls observe various cere-
monies ~and festivals on the occasion of blrth and death of
shuman beings and of some agricultural activities such as sowing,
weeding and harvesting etc. Like Bihu festival of the Assamese
in the plalns which is celebrated thrice a year (Mid April,
mid-October and mid- -January),, the Bodo-Kacharis also observe
this festival thrice a year in the name of Baicagu, Katigas

and Domahi at thelsame time and in the same manners. But unlike
Bhogali or Magh Bihu of the Assamese, the Bodo-Kacharis sing
and dance in a body from door to door in their Domahi fectival.
Thus they collect some money and arrange a feast.

4.5.  According to a legend, the Bodo-Kacharis were
originated from Siva, the third power of the Hindu Trinity,

and therefore they are worshipper of Lord Siva(Bathow) as the
supreme creator of the Universe. Besides, they wbrship many
other Gods and Goddesses. On the other hand, some traditional
floktales and folksongs make the Bodo-Kacharis stern believer
in magic and witcheraft which make their sooial T
more complex. They believe in ghosts and spirits too.

4.6. The social structure of the Bodo—Kaéharis_ is
characterised by few matriarchal elements. As regards marfiage
system prevalent among them, monogamy is the general rule,
although polygamy is also allowed in the case of a wonran .

There are five main systems of marriage among the Bodo-
Kacharis including the marriage by capture. But now the marriage
by capture is not soclally recognised and it is regarded as

an offence. Child marriage is unknown to them. Widow marriage

is not prohibited. Divorce is not common in the village. Although
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‘the nethod of divorce is very simple, it should be approved by
the village elders before executlor

4.7. The death ceremony among the Bodo-Kacharis is also
an - elaborate affair. The dead bodies are generally buried. On
the 10th day a simple ceremony is perforﬁed followed by an elabo-
rate ceremony on the 1llth or 13th day when a feast with meat and
rice-beer is given to the villagers and relatives. The .perfor-
mance of death ceremony deﬁends on the financial cqndition of .
the bereaved family. The poor families generally perform the
céremony in a very simple manner. The neighbours also help the
poor families in all possible ways{Details may be seen ir *the

sociological Note in the Appendix).

B t ilitie
S, dl Bducational facilities upto High Scheol lével are

available in and around Habrubari. There is one Junior Basic
School within the village. The pupils can have education in this
school both in'Assamese and Bodo-medium, At the time of the
bench-mark survey in Oct./Nov. 1972, there were 90 pupils in
this school, of which 79 were in the sectlon of Bodo-mddium

and the rest were in Assamese medium. There were only two teachers
including the Head Pandit in the Junior Basic School at the‘time
of survey. i

5.2, Besides thils Junior Basic School in the village,
there are one M.E.Schobl at Serfunguri and one M.E. School at
Ramfalbill and the distance to these two schools from the village
is 2 km. and 4 km. respectively. Both these schools are of mixed
medium - Bodo and Assamese. Total enrolment as on 1.11.71 in
these two schools were 189 and 385 respectively. In the M.E. .
School there were 105 ﬁupils in the section of Bodo medium while
64 pupils in the Assamese section. But in the H .E. School, the -

enrolment - strengﬁh in the section of Assamese medium was
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greater than that in the Bodo-section. The number of pupils in
the Assamese section was 255 and the .rest in the Bodo-section.
The position of teaching staff in both these schools was satis-
factory at the time of survey being g in the M.E.School and 21
in the H.E.Scho. ls respéétivelyn

5.3 The condition of the school buildings mentioned
above were somewhat satisfactory at the time survey. All these
school-buildings were C.I. Sheet roofed. The M.E. School and the
H.E. School are being administered under Deficit Grant Scheme of
the State Govt. and the Junior Basic School is controlled by the
Basic Educatlon Board. The boys and girls of Habrubarl can avail
- higher educational facilities upto colliege level at Bilasipara
and Kokrajhar.

6. Other Public Institutionsg :

6.1. A small library was- established in the '-Jill'ag'e" in 1960,
by some enlightened youths. But the condition of the 1ibrary is
not good at present due to lack of proper management. Only few
books were seen in the library at the time of investigation.

!
6.2. Besides there is a Mohila Samity in the village and 1t

was orlglnally organised for weaving and crafts. It was formed on
26th December, 1967 and throughout all the years from its inception
upbto the time of investigation, the Samiti could receive only

Rs .400/- as grants from the Government. Besides this cash assistance,
Government provided 2 fly shuttles and 1 throw shuttle looms to

the Samiti as kind assistance. In the middle of the year of 1971,
this Sqmitl produced some clothes such as towels, mufflers etc.

for sale.

6.3. Recreation facilities within the village are very limited.
Badmintoﬁ, volley-ball, football, carrom etc., are the various
outdoor and indoor games in which the young boys and girls of the
village can occasionally participate. As téld earlier, "Kheray '

Affat" is a popular festival in the village in which all the
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yillagers irrespective of age and sex participate.
6.4: : There is no co-operative institution in the ‘village,
but one "“Krishak Sahayak Samabai Samiti (K S. S S )" is function-
ing at Serfungurl and the needy poor cultivators from the

village Habrubarl can derlve credit from this Samitl. The Secreta

of the Samiti is selected from this village. Only one cultivator

os the village Habrubari took agricultural loan from this Samiti
ﬁpto the time of investigqtion. Generally the villagers do not
like to disclese their burden of loans for the sake of social
prestige and that is why it is difficult to determine the number
of actual loanee.

7. Village Leadership and Village Administration :

Tis l. Village leaders generally have immense influence in a
tribal society. But in Hebr"bqu the influence of such leaders
kn the village admlnlstratlor is not so notewortvy. The "
Panchayat admlnlstrqtlon has become an accepted factor. Tnere

is one village headman or "Gaonbura" who generally negotiate minor
village dlSputes with the help of village elders and offer
necessary guidance in cases of social tensions.

TAAES The village Habrubari falls within the jurisdiction of
Serfunguri Gaon Panchayat which is afflllated to Dotma Anchalik
Panchayat. Two members from this village including the President
represent the Gaon Panchayat. The Pqnchayqts offer. ell possible
helps to the villagers in socio- -eéconomic developments. The ~Dotma
Community DevelOpment Block which is recognised as Tribal
Development Block is availing some special grants—in-aid from

the State Government for implementing various socio-economic

deyelopment schemes in tribal areas. It is learnt from the

Block Development‘Authority that every year several lakhs of

rupees thus received as special grants were spent for socio-
e conomic upllftment of the tribal people. High Yieldlng Variety

seeds, chemicalnfertllisers, poultry birds and piglings of
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'impféved breeds are'being distributed among the willagers from

P.D.Block.

8. Veterinary Facilities :
8 .slie " The villggers can avail required veterirary facilities

both at.Ramfalbill and Dotma T;D. Block. It is reported.that no
epidemic of livestock had occured in the village during the last

few years. But the epedemic of poultry birds has frequently
occuréd'and in 1970 large number of poultry birds of the village
died of epedemic. Almost all the livestock population anda.majonity
of the poultry birds in the village are of local breeds. Féw
families have kept some poultry birds of improved Hresds - and

theée birds were distributed among them by  the T.D. Block in

\

March/April 1971 af the cost of Rs.6.00 per pair.

9. Tenangi System and Land Revenue :
2 5 by Land tenancy system of Goalpara district is somewhat

different from other plains disfricts of Assam. The land tenancy
system of this district is being governed by the Goalpara Tenancy
At of 1929 with some recént reforms. The wvillage Habrubafi is
‘alsb not exception to tpis. At the time of enactmept of the
Tenancy act of 1929, the Jamindari system of land tenare system
prévailed in the district in full éwing. Under this Aect,  the
tenants were divided into four groups - (i) Permanent tenure
holders, (ii) Jotedars , (1ii) Raiyats and (iv) Under-raiyats.
Lol . The Assam State Acquisition of Zamindaries Act 1951
which came into force on 9.6.54 had made some reforms to the
permeﬁtly settled areas of Gﬁalpara district. But even then most
of the revenue'rétes still being prevailed in the district were
fixed by the Zaminders. But new the Revenue Department of the
Gerrnment of Assam has mddified some of the‘rules in classifing
the gradation of land and in fixation of revenue rates. THose
Khas lands in which settlement is given on perﬁanent basis by

the Government the revenue rates has been fixed at Re.l.00
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per bicha. As collected from the S.D.C.'s office, “okrajhar, the
revenue rates per bigha of leﬁd in the district at the time qf,
ivestigation are as follows :- =

Bhal Bari R Rs.1.30 e

Bari Y s RO HoE
. No-Bari S e SRR
Gadsi diand oy e -l S RSIOLEE

Lahi land s ityie Re.0.76
Abu (Sowine land) ... Re.0.54
Bisesh Faringati: ... Re.0,.97

Farinrati ot eys i Re.0.43
Tolatak = ols Stilatts Re.0.27
e In the villaze Habrubari also, land is held under *

two systems - Periodic “hiraj and Annual ¥hiraj. ”nder perlodic
khiraj, land is held as full revenue-paying, nermanent, heritable
and transferable land. In Anrual Khiraj, there is ho permanent .
rizht and the land cannot be transferred. The land holders of both
the types may sublet their land. In subletting of a-ricultural

land Adhl system (share-cropplnr on 50.50 ‘'basis) is still prevalent.
Cash rent and fixed Rind rent are alqo p“aot1sed

110} Cropplnn Pattern and Avrlcnltnral Met hod e

OSEES The general eroppineg pattern of Habrubari is traditional,
but some impraoved methods are beins= partly accepted hy few:nre;ress*ve
cultivators in the villase.Hvbrid naddv se. ds ard inaqued me thods
afe beir > adospted by ore enltivator fqmﬁiv in the viltase af the

of  dnvesti smtion. ‘ Winter paddy or Sali paddy iq trans-
Planted in Juée—nuqust and harvested in November-December. Some
families qrow'Xutumn or Ahu Paddy which is sown is Warch—Apfil

and harvested 1ﬁ*June-July, JTute- is also sown:is March/aApril

and harvested in July/pucust. Vezetables are cultivated both for

sale and home consumption. Much offorts have been made by the Dotma

T.D.Block in changin= the mono-croppbns pattern of the village bt

conlag pdt achieve mnch success i L] o s iy A



11. Marketing Facilities :

S oo kg Two weekly markets (Hats) at Serfuncuri and Dotma

which are at a distance of 2 km. and 8 km. from the villaze offer
recular markefting facilities to the villazers -of Habrubari. Rice
and Jute are two main agricultural crops ﬁhich the villazers
offer for sale at the markets. Other products which the villazers
brinz for sale in the markets are Qegetables like brinjal, arum,

papaya etc., fruits such as orancse, pineanple, lemon, juckfruits
and fish, poultry birds, eszs etc. Thg sellers of these articles
generally purchase their necessary articles from the markets. The
villazers usually have to denend on these weekly markets for
meetines all their essential reqﬁiredents. Besides, there are two
gsrocery shops in the village which hrovi&e'some facilities to the
villagzers formeeting some urzent day-to-day needs. The price of
some essential commodities prevalent in the viiTaqe in October/
November, 1971 ié given in Table 1l.3. 4

Table 1.3

Prices of Certain Bssential Cormmodities
In Habrubari, 19271

Commodities Standard Tnit Priczs (Rs.)

1. Paddy Per quintal 77 .00

2. Rice Per quintal v 150.00

Seoailt Per Kz. : 0.50

4. Kerosene Per Titre - 0.58 :
5., Arahar Per Kg. 190 .
6. Masur Per Kgag. 2.00

7. Matikalai Per Kg. : 15 50

8. Mastard 0il Per Litre 5.00

9. Suzar Per Kg. : . 2.60
10. Gur Per Kg. 2.00

11. Potato Per Kgz. ‘ ) 125

12. Onion Per Kg. 15007 -,

13. Saon Per Kg. 3.00

145 Tea, Per Ko, G.50

15. Match Box Bach ©.10




CFAPTER TWO

Demozraphic Feagtures : i

‘1. Population by Family Type s

1l L , Habrubari, a Bodo-Kachari villaze in Gealpara district

of Aésam, consists of 20 households with total population of 544
(2683 male and 276 female) at the time of investigation in October/

November, 1971. The villaze is entirely inhabited by people of

one communlty i €. Bodn-Kachari and therefore, the prevailing

social and economic conditions in the villaze is almost. of e1m1lar
nature. The average size of household is 6.8.

B RS There are 52 nnclear and 22 jointvor specigl families

in the village. A nuclear family consists of the husband (the Head
of the household), wife and their nnmarried childrgn. In a Jjoint

family the husband, wife and married children reside tocether.A
special family szenerally o nforms to a joﬁnt'familystbut unlike

a joint family a special family consists of felativés or servants
who live tozether as members of the family.

1eSe The distribntion »f househslds and poPulétion by size
and family type of the ﬁﬁllage Habrubagri is .shown in Table 2.1.
From this Table it appears that - the averaze size of a family in
the village is 6.2 i.e. 5.6 for the nuclear.and 9.0 for joint

and special families. The bizzest famiiy in the villaze consists
of 20 members.

2. Distribution of Population bv Age and Sex :

el The distribution of poﬁulation by aze and sex in the
village Habrubari is shown in Table 2.2 which shows that theré

are 241 persons (47.97% of the total) below the a=ze of iS years.
ITn-the wvillaze Habrubari the earlv-asze and 61d—age dependency
(below the 15 years énd above 60 years of are) tqqether,constitute
morethan 50 percent of the total population and'thé rest in t he

aze group 15-60 years are considered as labonr force.- Tribal 4

?\fﬁg‘z

-
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people are geénerally stronz and stomut and therefore some workers
below the aze of 15 years (Table 2.6) are found in the villaze.
EEES The six-ratio in Habrubari is 103 females per 100 males
( Table 2.2 ). This rate canrot be said to be normal Hr this
reqion..ln Goalpara District ?erethe villace is situated, there
are 92 females per 100 males, acéordina to 1971 Census(Provisional).
The.number of females is proportionately hizher than that of the

males in all the aze-groups of below 20 years.rFrﬁm this, it seems

that birth rate of female is hizker than that of .males in the

villace.
3.Marital Status :

b £ 1 e The distribution of population by aze, sex and marital
status i1s shown in Table 2.3. It is significant éo note that not a
sinzle person in either sex above the aze of 35 vears has remalned
unmarried in-tha_villaqevHabrubari. Batly marriaze is'zenerally
disliked by the people and thﬁre is orly one early-married woman
belqw the aqe.of 15 years, ﬁhich is considéred quite exceptional.
The common age for marriagze apnears to be between 25 to 35 years
amonzst the males. There are 90 married femalés in the villaze as
aaalnstlﬂs married males, and it is due +o the fact that few persons
in ﬁhq Villaée pPossess two wives. There aré 9 widowers and 12 widows
in the wvillaze mostly in the hi;her aze zgroup, Most of the widowers
or widows fall in the aze Aroup of 45 years and above. Widowers or
widows in tre ,younzer age are generally 2ot re-married and that
is why widowers or widows in the younzer ase-group is:almost JElES
Divorce cases are almost rare in a Hindu scciety. Thefe was only
one case of divorce in the villasze at ﬁhe.time*of bench-mark
survey.

4. Educational Status =

4.1. Table 2.4 shows the distribution of ponulation in the
village Habrubari b« sex and educqtﬁonal status. As stated rarliel,
there is one Junior Basic Scho~l w1th1n the villaze. Althoush thev

is no Hlah Scho»nl in the v1lla '@y the children of Habrubari are
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’ Table 2.4

tribution of Ponulat1on by Sex an Pgucational
tatus, Habrubari, SGoalpara 1971 -79.

Nin

Bducational Children . Adult Total
Status (_ Below 15 years)
Male Femgle Male Female
Illiterate 71 22 57 100 320
(58.83)
Just - - 22 8 30
literate R F(5451)
Primary 35 44 18 @ i ARy B : 10R
Standard : ' : (10 85)
M.E.Standard Q - 6 24 &
(8. 64)
Matric AL - 4 & 8
Standard (1.47)
Matriculate 2 - 1 271 : 3 27
; (4.96)
Icl\.o&'P.TT, - — - 4 fuss A
‘ (0.74)
Graduate - - -- - -
Total 118 143 150 133 . 5a4
(100)

not depréved of hizh schonl edncation due to location of several
High Schonls around the villaze.

4,.2. The total population of the villaze has been divided into
] groups rankinz from illlteracv to zraduation. About 59 nereent
total populatison in the villaze are illiterate and the

of the/rest 41 percent are literate or just literate. The literacw
percentaze of the villaze in the year 1971-72 was much higher thar
that of the district as a whole( 2R2.81% in 1971 Census-Provision=1).
Just literate persons are those who can simply read and write.
Although there is not a single =zraduate in the village at the

time of investizatinn, but several students were studing in P.™7.
classes. y :

4.3. The number of'sChOﬁl—qoing children in the wvillaze at

thé time of surwvey is shown in Table 2.5. Out »f 261: children upto
the aze of 14 years in the village only. 93 were attending schonls

at the time of survey. Out of total 120 studénts who were attendin=

schonl and colleges, 74 or 8l.67% were in the primary schosl.
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6. Beonomic Status =
5.1, The tntal workins force and labour force »f the villacze

popnlation are shown in Table 2.6, The economic status of the
villagers is diwvided into three categories viz. worker,helper and

non-worker. A person who participated actively in economical1y
zainful activities as wholetimer is ccnsidered as worker and wh¥
is partly engaged‘in s1ech activjties is termed as helper. Those
renple who are not enzazed in economic persuits are considered as
ndn—workers._Most of the hel=ners are schosl-goinsg students. Some
minor schonl-goine children and incapable and dependent persons
are alsq included in the category of ﬁonfworkers.
52 Table'2.6 reveals that the t?tél number ﬁf\workers and
helpers in the village is 255 & 56 resnectively. The.total number
of non-workers is 233. Sex distfibutiﬁn by ecoromic status shows
that the number »f femaleuworkers is more than that of the male
workers and it is due to the fact that in a tribal society zenerally
the females take more active part in eo nomic persuits than the
males.
S o The distribufion »f workine force agd labour force in
the village Habrubari is shown in Table 2.7. Workinz force consists
| ' Table 2.7 '

Working Force by Econohic Status and Labour Force,
Habrubari,Goalpara.

Catezory " Distribution »f Sex
Male Female : Tatal

A. Working Force:
2. Workers

(a) Number 127 12R : 255
(b) Percentasge »f total '
workine force (40.R2) (41.16) (R1.99)
2. Helper :
(a) Number 33 23 56
(h) Percentace of workine (10.61) (7.39) (18.00)
force d :
\ 3. _.Total workins force
(a) Number 160 151 311
(b) Pertentaze of total (51.45) (4r.55) (100, 00)
B. TIL.abour Force
(a) Number 1471 127 268
(b)Y PLC.of vorkinw to 1abour(11 S 1R) IR ET RO E) (116.04)
force
C.Averace workine force per family
of averaze size G. 2.0 e 2.9

Labour force includes all the persons within the ase<sroup 15-60 vrs.
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The azric ltural occupatisns have covered 29,20 per cent of the
total population in the villaze. Out ~f the 2B.99 per cent of the
totél nomulatinn in the asricultural fccupations, 64.34 per cent
are owner'cultivatﬁrs. Most of the azricnltural}labourers in the
villaze are employed withip the villaze. Most of fhem are casual
and some are attached. The male and female agricultural labourers
are known as 'Dhana' and 'Dhani! Tespectively in Bodo-dialect.
Among the occupations in the non-azriecunltural group, "Trade,
éOmmerce & Transpsrt" has covered 7 househnlds out »f the tntal 9,
and the total number -t population  envered by these Househnlds is
41 or 7.53 per cent of the total.
8'.4, From the economic p2int of view the associatinsn »f occu-
patinns ig a particunlar villase is also important as it indicates
the occupatisnal structure o5f the villaze. It is to be noted that
in additisn to the nrimary ocecupation, a perssn may dirpctly?or
indirectly be assnciated to sne »r more other occupations which are
termed as secondary. & picture relatineg to the éﬁst}ibutiﬂn of .
hﬁuseholds accordinzg to the rumber of occunatinns gssociated in the
village ﬁabrubari is presented in Table 2.9. From the Table it

Table 2.9

Distribution of Households According o Number »f Dceunatisns
Associated, Habrubari, Goalnara - 1971_-79.

¥

Occupation Combination Noaof H.H. T PerceL“aqe
Sinzle occupation 20 25,00
Association of one occupation 40 50.00
Assnciatinon of two 2eccunations 19 o o T
Association of three occupations 1 : ok el L2
4 T : TR0 0N .00

apnears that only 20 househnlds (25%) of the viilaée have sin=le
Pcecupation which is agricv lture. The remaining GO hﬁﬁseholds(7%€)
have associated with one 2r more subsidiary occﬁnatiané inelnding
the nrimary ones. Salaried jvﬁ, Professinn & Services;:Trade &

Commerce are the Subsidiary Decupations stoated above,




CHAPTER THREE

Leonomic Resnurces

I. Introductions:

1.1. The primary economic respurcés of the village Habrubari
viz.  land reqdwrceq, livestock and tools and implements poassessed
by the v111averq .are dlqcuqsed in this Chapter. Some nther econnmic
resources such as labour & capital have been discussed in different

parts of the Report.

2..Villaze Tand : Its Ownership and TTtillzation :

2.1. Beinsz soverned by the Permanently Settled Area Act, the
laﬁd'ib major parts of Goalpara district cannot he classified like
'those of the other districts »f Assam. The village Habrubari is
also not exception to this. But now this »1ld system has been
changed t2 a rreat extent and land classificatison of such permanen-
tlg settled areas has taken the shéne'of cther temporarily settled
districts oFf Assah.,Thé total land of the willagze Habrubari has
been classified int%Ttwofgrﬂad cate«ﬁriés - Myadil(Khiraj periodic
'or'settlgﬁent'ﬁflso vears lease) and Aksona (hiraj annual - land
unhder énhual .leaSP); There 1s no Nispi-Xhiraj (half revenue
payine) ér Lakhiraj'(Révenue free) land in the villa?e. 19 e A S s
be noted in this connectnﬁn that abdut 95 per cent of the total
land of the villagc are Khliaj perindic.
2.2. . The dlqtrlbutlon DYR lapd ownership and mtilization of
cwned land accordlnq to size of heldings® is shown in Table 3.1
which reveals that out 80;h1uséhﬁlds in %he villagze, 55 househnlds
or 70 per ¢ent of the total have possessed 2 hectares »r below
15 bighas of land. Only 9 faﬁilies have owned land above 4
hactares. Out »f the total 141.34 hactares »f land owned by the
villazers, the above mentiﬂned 55 famjlies'have possessed nnly
38. 71 hactares and the averave hnldines of land rer family is
11qhtly abqve 0.5 hactareq. Two families in the villaze are

landless.
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2.3. Almost all the lqu,iq the villaze are cultivable.Only
7.54 hactares or 75.31 ner éent of total land are occunied by
homesteads which are considerod as non-cultivable.There are no
current fallow or cuitivablé waste land in the wvillaze. Out of
141 .34 hactarés.of total area qwnedz the total net area sown is
09.89 hactares. Only 37.07 hactares ére sown mofe than 5nce. Almos
all the d-uble-cropped areas are covered by Ahu paddy and Jute.
2.4. The use classification »f owned land by occupatinonal
class is shoﬁn inh Table 3.2. It is seen from the Table that 27.60
per cent of the total land in the villare are owhed by the owner’
‘Table 3.2

I"'se Classification of Fand Owned by the Villazers by
Occupatiohal Class, Habrubari, Goalpara, 97172,

(area in hectares)

Occupational Househslds —Tand Bot available Total Total

classes NoLY PL.0n for cultivation cultiva- land
: age Home- Orchard Total Ple land owned
: stead Y s ‘
. Owner ' :
cultivator 45 56.25 4.79 LT85 24.14 100.18 124,32
: . (R7.6RA)
Tenant BT L RO TG g o s Ol e
cultivator . B (1.24)
Agricultural 22 27.50 1.45 2.63 4,08 0.54 4.69
labour 3.26)
Trade,Comm- 7 875 40,68 2,16-  2.84 1.75 4.59
erce and ER A : (3.283
Transport : :
Salaried I S S (o ) 0. 54 0268 =+ 2.02'" " 2,70
Jobs e ‘ : 1 s Bl s90)
Azricultural 3 3.75 0.34 1.35 1.69 2.16 - 3.85
Rent (2.71)
Receiver

Total : 80  100.00. 7

54y 26,71 24.25 107.59 141 . R4
(5.31)

(12.83) (24.14) (75.86) (100.00)

cultivatdrs. 22 families of asricultural labour class have
possessed 2nly 4.62 hactares 2r 3.62 percent o€ land in the

villaze. Mast of the asgricnltural labourers of the villace are
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ennlaverd by the owner onltivetsrs within the vilia=n. The area
under orchard thouzh shown as non-cultiwvable is actually not so

as different carden crops are zrown in such lands.

3. Onerational Holdinzs

Srerlig : Operational holdinss include the land »wned by the
villazers plus land takeh on lease anhd mortzazed in, minus land
leased osut to others. The distributis-n »f operatinnal holdinzs by
size mroup is shown in Table 2.3. Onlylug households ~ut 2f K0,

Table 3.3

Distribution of Operatisnal Holdinss by Size GTroup ,
Habrubari, Goalpara, 1971-72.

Size Aroups Househnlds -A?Ea”under ﬁneratiSE'AQerépe
(Hectares) No. Percenhtage Area Percentaze sperati-
(Fectares) onal
) holding
RBelow 0.5 ha. 2 4.35 0.74 3 0.6h 0.37
Qe = 1100 7 1622 a.73 ‘“’411Q' F o ey
A S0L = 2500 14 30.43 19.44 17,19 AP SEL)
Gupctotal . (85 | sd.oB.  saiol,, = oediomiiii il 1,07
£ 00 =adoo ol ENN oY 13.09 15.99 2.01
3.01 - 4,00 4 o) 14.51 . 12.83 3.63
4.7 and above 10 21 .74 55.62 49.16 5556
e e e LT T G- ooy o Ik 7o L A
Total 48 100.00 L1313 100.00 2.4F

have operational hﬁldings. From Table 3.3 it is seen that 50.00
per cent of the tatal househnlds in the siéo eroup »f 0.5 t» 2
hectares in the willage ‘have 2wned anly 22.02 ﬁ@r cent »f the £ﬁtal
land nnder operation, and the'rest 50.00 per cent »f the honseholds
in the size groun of hnldines 2.0l hactares t» ahové 4.00 hqétares
hawve »wned 77:_q’per cent 2f the total aneratisnal hnldinzs in the

village which indicates uneven distribution of h>yldinzs under
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2peration. The agsraqe size of oneratinnal hﬁldinq 2f the wvillage
as a whole is .2:4€ hactares.

BnLa The distributi%n of oéeratidnal holdines by nccupatinn

is shown in Table 3.4 which reveals that sperational holdi ng is the
highest amonz the owner cultivators with 2.45 hactaﬁLs as the
average size., fnllowed by‘the tenant cultivators with 2.02 hactares.
it is significant to note that nut of 68 nccupatinnal classes in the
rillace, 3 ncecupatisnal classes haye leased bﬁt their entire
culti#able land. Main reason for leasins »nut the entire cultivable
land by these occupétidhal classes is lack of suitable working lands
and bulloack powers for cultivatinon. Out of 107.59 hactares »f »wnhed
land under operatinn, only 7.70 hactares are leased out. Only few
househnlds in the osccunational classes of " Owner and Tenant
'cultivators have taken land »n lease f»or cultivation. The edonomic

condition of the owner cultivators is generally zo22d and their

workinz lands and bpllock powers for cultivation are also sufficient.

]

4. Tonls and Implements

4.1. Traditinnal method »f cultivatioh is being followed by
all the farmers in Habrubari and ke nce the azricnltural.tOﬁls and

implements used by them are'0f>traditiﬁna1'typé excépt:Z improved

iron ploughs possessed by twh families of owner cultivators.

4.2, . Important azricultural t-ools and implements\possessed by

the cultivators are plouchs, spades, hoes, harrows and sickles etc.

Munmber and wvalue of different kinds »f azricultural tools and

implements by neccupational classes are shown in Tabie SRR OGO T
20 househonlds, 45 hnouseh»nlds beflonzins to the nccupatinnal class
of 9wner cultivator possess the highest namber »f tools and
implements. In contrast to this, 22 househnlds of agricultural
labour class have the smallest number »f such to5ls and implements.
The two impnroved iron nlonghs as stated ahoVQ were suprlied by the
Notma T.D.Block:at subsidised réte‘with a view of makine an
ekperimeqt amone the cultiwvators for its successful use. It is

interesting to note that all the househ olds in the 2ccupatinnal
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Table 3.5
Number and Value of Azricultural Tools and Implements

By Occupati-onal Classes,Habrubari,Goalpara,
: 1971-72.

Occupathaonal Owner Tenant Azril. Trade, Salaried Asril. Total

Classes culti- culti- labour comn- Jobs rent
vator vwvator erce & recei-
- Trans. ver.
No.of H.H. 45 2 22 7 2 3 20
. s
Desi plouzh '
ND, ; 74 1 - = 1 1 AT
Vg lue L3115 12 - i B 20 . 20 NE73
Improved
plough :
No., : 2 - : - - - ' - 2
Talue G0 - " - - - c - G0
Spaae '
NDw 22 1 15 5 2 2 107
Va&ue 108K 10 124 60 20 20 1382
Héeé g p
No. 56 - = 1 - 1 53
Value 145 - - 3 - 3 5.
Seeddril '
Nioe 10 = - - S gt - 10
Value 118 - = = S = 118
Harrow '
N 43 al = - 1 - 45
Value 304 G - = 6 - 316
Sevthe Sickle ® :
No. 133 2 NS) T 2 4 157
Talue 274 S50 26 .50 3l ds Bt 5.50% 314..5(
Il
No., 0 2 22 (2] 3 3 119
Talue 1052 22 243 104 39 32 1492
Khanti ) i
No. \ 22 - 1) - - - 23
Talue 39 - 2 - - - 47
Bulloek Cart .
Mo, 20 - - - - - 20
Value 58505 s V= = . - - 5850

classes. . of 'Arsricultural Tabour! and 'Trade,Commerce and Transport!'
»f the village are without any nplouzh as most of them are either

landless or possess litile cnltiwvable land., Those househnlds
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POossessinz little »f cultivnb]e land have either leased out their

land . tq others nr used t» cultivate them with' the snade.

4.3. Buffalo or bul10ck carts and 1TTrall aré two important

too1ls and impleménts poqqeqqed by the villazers. Carts are generally

used for carryin: the nroduce from the fields and for marketins
them in nearty weekly m&rketq. For procesqlnv the rice, the 'TTrg1:
(an indlveneouq wonden huskins implerment) is cqnqldered essential
by every household. So the average numher of 'I'rals! in every
honsehold of the - villave is more than two. :

4.4, The number and nature of aoricultural to221s and
imnlements bear a close relatinnshin with the size f hogdinn
Table 3.6 showq the diqtribntion 2f too1s znd implements aceordine
to the sigze group. of ﬁppratlﬂnal holding It is seen from the
Table that the househnlds in the higher size-grouns possess consi-
derable number of t-n1ls and implents as compared to those of ‘the
lower size group. 25 households in the size groups of holdinas from
2.01 hactares tn 4.00 hactares and above have more than tw» ploushs
in averaze. So is the case with other toals and implements.

5. Livestock : '

Bl . . In raral agricultural €conomy 9f Assam, where the tradi-
tional method »>f cultivation is bein- Practised, the impoartance

of cattle and bu”falde can hardly be over-emphasised. Cattle,
buffaloes and pigs are 1wﬂ3rtant livestock »f the village.Rulloecks
and buffaloes (both he-buffalaes and she-buffaloes) are used in
drawinzg plounzhs and carts. The livestocks, i.e. bullecks and
buffalnes in the villaqe are ﬁf 1ocal breed, and therefore, are
small in size. Few househn1lds have kept few =oats alsn. Important
poultry birds of the villéve are fOWl%g ducks and pcreons.
Exceptinz 54 fowls and 10 duecks of imnroved breed, all_Other birds
are of indigenous breed. - Table 3.7 shows the distribution of
livestock pPopulation and poultry birds of Habrubari by ocecupational

Zroup. Out of the total 226 cattle population in ‘the village, the
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owner cnltivators have ~wned 196 numbers. The number »f birllocks
in work, per hnousehnld, is hizhest in this occumatisnal qréub.
Resides, the owner cultivatHors have nQSSessed the hichest
number »f other livestock gnimals such as =znats, pizs ete. ahd
pHrultry birds too. On the nther hand, the number »f these animals
and birds per hnouseh~ld is the smallest in the sceupational sgroun

Af "Azrienltural Labour".

LB Distributi-n »f livestock aceonrdinz tn wvarious size

groups 2f land holding is given in Tazble 3.8. This Table shows
that bigzer the size czroup of holdin=s, hizher the number of
animals and birds is kept. Purchase amd sale of livestock animals

and pomnltry birds by tke. wvillazers is discussed in the next Chapte:



CHAPTER FOUR

Economic Activities

v

1. Introduction :

1R L In the preceeding chapter some ideas about economic

resources possessed by the villagers of Habrubari are given.This

chapter mainly relates to the Crops grown in the village and their

yields and pattern of disposal, their input - output relationship

and some other economic activities such as bandcrafts etec.
2. Crop - Pattern :

2o'l¢

Paddy (both Winter and Summer) as food erop and Jute as

cash crop are the main field crops dominating the crop-pattern of

the village Habrubari. Apart from these two crops, the village

produces some other field and garden crops such as mustard, potatbes,

sugarcane and regetables to some extent. The relevent statistics

regarding cropped area, production and value of some important

CTrops grown in the ﬁillage are giver in Table 4.1. This Table shows
, Table 4.1 \

Area, Prodguction and Value of Crops., Habrubari, 1971-72.

Crops \ Area Output Value
(Hectares ) (Quintals ) in Rupees
1. Sali Paddy i
(a) Local Variety 100.84 2,164.12 138,127
(73.63) (83.92)
(b H. V. (T.R.58) 1.08 35.83 2,400
(0.79) (189 :
(15.95) (9.57) Lo
8% Jate . 10.93 - 112,08 12,174
; (7.98) (4.34)
4. Mustard 1.09 8.59 TESAIEE]
. (0.80) (0.33)
5. Potatoes 0.75 8.17 1,272
(0.55) (0e82)
6. Vegetables 0.35 3.02 , 1,155
: (0.25) (0.12) :
7. Sugarcame 0.0 ' .19 50
E s (o.o§3' ﬁ415.01)

Total : 136.96 2578 .94 1,70,627
F R PR G el ol o e DN R R o o) 0 o o
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that the area under Sali and Ahu paddyris. 131.20 hectares or
80.37% of the total cropped area of the village. Of this the Ahu
paddy cultivation covers 21.85Ahectares (15.95%) which are entirel;
double-cropped area. Next to paddy, tﬁe cﬁltivation of Jute covers
10.98 hectares of land in the village: ‘
2.9, Although Jute is cultivated as the second crop in the
Sali Paddy land by most of the cultivators in the village, yet some
lands are used only for Jute cultivation as mono-cropped area by
some cultivators. Almost all the field crops are of local varieties
except a smalﬁﬁarea of 1.08 hectares under ‘high yielding variety
of paddy-(I.R.:é) cultivated as Winter paddy by one household only.
Besides the crops as shown in Table 4.1, thé villagers also grow
some quantity of other garden crops such as betel-nuts, betel-vines
banana,,jéckfrﬁits, guava, mango, papaya etc. In the case of these
garden crops, the avea could not be given éue to difficulties of
assortment. . 2 o ‘1. ‘ :

3. Production and Yield of Crops :

3.1. Agriculture in the village is traditional. Bullock and
buffaloes are the draught animals used in agriculture. Agricultural
tools and implements used by the cultivators are also traditional.
Only one household in the viliage has cultivated H.Y.V. of paddy

at the time of investigatidn, but it has not followed the necessary
package of practices fully. Of course, the cultivation éf Sali paddy
is more léboufious than that of Ahu paddy as it requires more human
and animal labour than that of ‘Abhu paddy cultivation.

3.2. Qata relating to area, yield and value of major crops
grown in the village according to size-groups of operational
holdings are given in Table 4.2. Paddy is cultivated by all the
households.Total yield of paddy of local varieties per hectare is
21.46 guintals. The per hectare yield of H.Y.V. of paddy is 372.18

‘quintals which is quite satisfactory. It shows the bright prospects

of H.Y.V. paddy in the village. Few years ago only the poor
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cultivators who were defecit in food production used to cultivate‘
Ahu paddy (summer paddy) as the second food crop to meet the
domestic requirementsi But today due to hiech prices of fobdgrains,
all the cultiwvators irr@ébective of rich or poor cultivate Ahu
paddy according to their conveniences. Per hectare yield of Jute
is 10.25 gnintals which also bears some economic siznificance. The
soils and climate of the village are quite ceongenial for paddy

and Jute cultivation. 1t is seen from the Table that the ‘crop-
intensity is'ﬁigber in hisher size 3 zroups of operatinonal
holdings than in lower size groups.

SeSe Thefper hectére vield of paddy accordinz to farm size
is shown in Table 4.3. Total average yield of paddy per hectare is
abowe 20 quintals in the size groups of ° farms of 4.01 hectares
and above. '

4. Relative Preference: of -Crops =

4505 _ As stable food crop, the villagers invariably prefer the

cultivation of paddy to other crons. Cnltivation of paddy by all.

the villaaerq has a c¢ommon tradition and s»il angd cllwatlc conditions

are also favourable for its cultivation. Next to paddy, the cul-
tlvatlon of jute as a cash crop nccupies a prominent nlace in the
whole Goalpara district due to the existence of some technical and
situational advantage of land-for its ;atisfactory_growth. Raw
Jute always finds a =zood market and therefore it is cultivated
entirely for sale by the rural cultivators. Other erHps such as
potato, mustard, vezetables, fruits eté. are grown partly for
home. consumptison and partly for sale. The Bodo-Kacharies seldom
purchase vegetables. from the market for domestic consumption

as they produce their doméstic requirémcnts in their ‘own orchards.

5. Input-Output Analysis s

Sieills Input in farming includes cost »f seeds, fertilisers,
family labours, -irrization, hired human and bullock labours and

hired asricnltural tools and -implements. Innuts like cost »f family
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labours and cost of maintenance »f owned bullocks are excluded from
accounting because of non-availability of reliable informations fronm
thée wvillagers. In case of other information of inputs, there is
some sort of doub’ recarding theilr accuracy as they are collected
on interview metr od. Similar is the case with oﬁtput data.

5 Thput-ountput analysis and productiv? c@-pffi?ient of
different field crops menticoned abosve is given in Table 4.4.which
shows that the total wvalue of innut and outpnt are Rs.22,9%% and
Rs.1,70,476 and the productive co-efficient (i.e. osutput divided

by input) w?rks mt to be 7.42. 1t is interesting to note that the '
lower the size of the farnm lower is the input per hectare and
vice-versa. It is due to the fact that the cultivators in the

lower size group of holdings did not hire human and bullock
labourers for cultivation and they have tried to» minimise their
expenditure in cultivatinon because of their poor economic ennditions,
On the other hand, as stated earlier it is guite diPFicult to
collect data on the cost of their family labours or bullock labours
employed in cultivatison. That is why lower the size of the farms,
hisher is the productivity co-efficient. The rich ceultivators
usually have to employ hired human labours either casual or
attached and hired bulliock labours in cultivatiosn, and therefore
their cost of inputs as worked -ut in the Table is _ hicher

than those of the poor cultiwvatnhrs. And for this reasoh, their

productitity en-effieient as shown in the Table is somewhat

lower.
6. Disposal 2f Crops and Residnal Ircome 3
Geilie Habnubari has éasy access to several marketing places

for disposal of ‘surplus production whenever necessary. Sale -of
agricultural erops includes surplus pfoduce of paddy, entire
production »f Jjute and some portion of field and garden crops

such s mustard, potatoes, wvegetables,fruits etc.
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GRZ2h It is generally difficult to find out the gross or

net income from cultivation precisely. So an attempt is made to
work out the residnal inm me from cultivation which is arrived

at by deduet:nq the value of inputs snuch.as seeds, rent naid to
the land owners, wages to the hired labours and sale of crops from
the walue of total prodnction by size-groups »f Snerational hold -
ings as shown in Table 4.5. Tt is seen that although the averasze
income of cultivaﬁion per household is Rs.2,126.47, the average
income is muech lower in lower size-groups of operational holdings
than higher size-groups.

7. Handloom Prédncts 3

7ty Almost all the Rodo-Fachari women are expert in weavine.
So in every houqebﬁld there is at least. nne Plth?T throw 2L fly
shuttle loom in which neceqqa;y garments are n*dduced bot h for

home éonsumpt:on and for sale as and when necessary. The women in
the village produce thelr necessary dreqqeq at th°1r own looms and
they hardly purchase them from the markets. ' '

e i Hand1oom weavine provides resular part-time employment

to the womenfolk of the village and it is 3inked with their cnltu-
ral life. 'Dokhna' is a very important traditional dress of the
womenfolk of the Rﬁdo—Kacharl community. The price of a pilece of
Dokhna depends upon its quality varyine from Rs.15.00 to Rs.50. OO.
Trani is also as essential dress us ied by fhe ﬁado—Kacharl women.
Dokhna is like a Sari used by the women in both unper and lower part
Of the body while the urani is used only in the upper

part of the body llk? a chadder. Some handlaom prodicts like bed
covers, towels, etc. are very decorative and they could fetch a very
hizgh prloe 1n tge market for their decency and dnrabllity. The Rodn-
Kachari women rear Endi worms at thke ir homes ‘and can prepare 6ef}
fine Endi chadﬁers.in their 1ooms.Tn additisn t» the Tndi yarns

prenared at home, mill-made yarns are purchased from the local

markets for preparinz various dresses.
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T Distribution of handl-s-m nroduets according to
2ccupational classes is shown in Table 4.6. It shown the
quantity and value of handioﬁm articles prnduced by the
villagers for one year. Most of the articles thus pronduced

are meant Tfor “domestic use by the members »f the family.

But in some families where surplns female labour is available,
weaving is taken in commercial basis. The nearbyv weekly markets

provide an ample scope for disposal of thedir handlo>>m products.
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CHAPTER FIVE

Income, Bxpenditure and Levels of TLiving :

1l Introduction =

1.0

In the foreéoing chepters,'discussion on the socio-
economic éctivities of the villagers has been made. In this chabter

an account of their incomey expenditure and levels of living are

given. The pattern of income and expenditure »f a community for

a narticular period gives a fair plcture of the economic oondltione
of that community for that period.

1.2, It is to be noted in this connection, that the data

on income and expenditure are collected from the villagers on

interview method. On the other hand, the villagers eeldom keeu

suech accounte of 1ncome and expenditure and that is why it is
difficult to. make an accurate analysis of tbem Besides, due t»o
some socio-economJC pressures, some of the villagers are in the
habit of under-estimating inec me and over-estimating expenditure.
Despite such limitations, attempts have been made to give g

fair picture of income and expenditure and levels of livingz nf

the peonle of Habrubari.

2., Villagze Tncome :

2;1-

The village income means the arbrevate of the wvalues

of gonds and services produced by the individual members or by

their productive agents during a reference period. In calculating

the village income, the value of Crops gpown by the villazers

and the remuneration of professions and services are taken into

account. But some items such as, firewond collected from the
Jungle for househnld consumption, fish caught and domestic or
wild animals Or birds .killed for home cohsumntion ete. are excluded
from the assessme nt. BExclusion of these iteme from income would

not affect the family budgetq as they are evc1uded from expenditiure



Table-5,1

S — et vy .

Distribution of village Income by sources ang Occupational classes

_Sou ceup cS, Habrubari, Goalpara, 1971,
v (Figures in %.)
Sources of D Occupational (lassos %
Income I Owner X Tenant Y Agril. YA3ril, Rent YTrade,Comm.z) Salaried YTotal Village
----.....-..-..-1---M.mmwMHmwdoul‘M,mmwmHmmmmm-w-wmmmmwmm--:wmeoop<oa-,lM-memmbmmm“ Jobs, X Income,
Bo._of Households " Y™ " "45(56,551  i(1 25)X_22 £27.50) 1 3 (3.75) {7 (8.79) .1 ____2(2.50)Y__80 (100,007

1. Agriculture:

———— e ———

(a) Cultivation 1,65,296.00  4,180,00 - - - - 1,70,476,00

(b) Horticulture 3,804.00 - - 195,00 415,00 820.00 110,00  10,344,00

(c) Livestock & - .

Poul'try 3, 228,00 - 15,00 - - 90.00 3,333.00

(@) Agricultural Wages 1,790.00 - 20,194,00 - - - 21, 984,00 :
”---------------------------------------------------------------------------------‘------------------------------ d
Sub-total of 1,30,118,00 - 4,180,00  20,404.00 41500 820,00 200,00 2,05,137.00
hgricul ture (37.38) (2.02) (9.90) (0. 20) (0.40) (0.10)  * (100.00)

.l-ll.l..lll.l.llll'-l.l.l-‘.lll."l-l‘lulnll-l.l.l.'l-'l'll'nll.l.ll-l.llllu‘lll.‘ll-ll.l-l-.ll.‘l-'ll.l-ll.-l

2. hrts & Crafts 7,875.00 140,00 535.00 ' .. 253,00 344,00 377.00 9,524.,00

3. awmmo,ooaamwoo . _
& Transport 400.00 = 2,118.00 : i 16,030.00 S 18,548,00

4. Salary - 2,280.00 = 5 | - g © 4,089.00  6,369.00

5. Rent & Lease " 305.00 2 300.00 1,737.00  1,075.00 825,00 4,242,00

6. Remittance 820,00 - - - s & 820.00

Sub-total of 11,680.00 140,00 2,953.00 1,990.00 17,449,00  5,291,00  39.503.00
Non-Agri cul ture (29.57) (0.35) (7.48) (5.04)  (41.17) (13.39) (100.00)
Total : 1,91,798,00  4,320.00  23,357.00 2,405,00 18,269.00  5,491,00 2,45,640.00
; (73.08) (1.76) (9.51) (0.98)  (7.44) (2.23) (100.,00)




A —

side t»no. The annual villaze income from various sourcés-are gross
income only. The net incm me conld not_belcalculated as data on
d9preciation and other cost items are hardly available.

2inae Distributinn of wvillagé income by sources and
occunational classes is shown in Table 5.1.. This éhgvs thét 56.25
per cent of the total househnlds in the villave belonwing.to the
occupat;dnal class "Owner Cultivator®" covers 78. 08 per cent of
the total wvillacze annual/income. The people belonplna to this
occupational class are ecqnamically enlightened people in the
village as they possess sufficient cultiwvable laﬁd. In contrast
to that, 27.50 per cent househnlds of "aAgricunltural Tabour™ class
in the village could contribute only 9.51 per cent of the total
village inecome for a year, which is only due to their;paor
economic conditiﬁn. | ‘
S S. 'Tbe percentage distribution of Qi’iaqefihcaﬁeYbyz
sources and osccunatinnal classes is presented in Table 5.2.
Cultivati?ﬂ (including horticulture):contributed G§.4O per cént
of the total village income. Next tO?C“ltjvatiOn, q:riculfural
wages holds a significant positinn ;cdntributing é.95 per cént
of the ‘total village Brncome. Althoudh 27.50 per cet'of ithe total
househnlds in the village are agricultural labours,.ﬁut fﬁeiré
contributing to the village income 1s very meagre. It is dume to
seasonal nature of émployment in aqricﬁlture and low rate oFf
wages. Among the non-azricultural occﬁpations, "Trade5 Commerce
and Transnort" hn1lds some prominance contributing 7.55 ﬁer‘cent
of the total village income. :

2.4. Table 5.3 shows the income per household, .per worket
and per capita accoring to occunatlﬁnal classes. The average
household income of the azricultural sccupations ( Rs.3,125.07)
is lower than that of the non-agricultural occupations
Rs.2,640.00). Although the "Tenant Cultivator" class has the

hizhest househ»ld ineome, it is not significant because there is
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- 55 -
only one hsusehold in this occupational gZroup. The per capita
income of the village as a whole is Rs.451.54 which is much lower
than the State average of Rs.534.8 at current prices in 1971-72.
The main reasonn behing the low Per capita income in the villace
.1s due to presence of g large number of small farmers and agricul-
tural labourers. Per capita inc me of the reonle in the classof
"Owner Cultivator" is Rs.547.99 and it is much higher than that
of the village average and a little higher than that of the State
Per capita income in the year of 1971-.72,

3. BExpenditure :

.1: The guantum of income alone does not signify the
standard of liv1ng of a particular community if the levcl and’
pattern of consumption. exnenditure are not taken into consideration.
It is also necessary to. e¥amine that how and to what extant the
earned income is utiligzed for consumption purposes. . '

3.2. - A short accoﬁnt of the volume of househnld expenditure
is presented in Table 5.4. Althourh the data represent annual
expenditure on different heads, the original daié'in case of
certain items or consumption relqte'to expenditure in a particular
month. For the sake of unlfﬁrmlty theqe monthly ewpenditure have
been converted into annual exnenditure by multiplvin» it by
twelve. This method is erronenus to some evtent, but considered
inevitable because of the fact that the v1llaaerq canno2t be expected
to recnllect in detailq the daily or monthly expenditure for a
complete year. In calculating the . annual expanditure in this
way, care has been taken to sort out those items which are nﬁf
commonly used for the whole year and those which are used for the

year as a whole. X
34354 Table 5.4 shows that food item covers 76.74 per cent

of the total annual expenditure of the village Habprubari. Next
to fond item expenditure on intoxicants holds a significant

position. The tribal people generally are habituated in taking
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bidi, cizeratte, tobbaco, betel-nuts and leaves,rice-heer and
other wines irrespective of age and sex. But in calcuiating the
expenditure on the head "intoxicants", rice-beer prepared at home
is excluded. Other important items of expenditure are 'Clothes and
Footwear' and 'Fuel and Lichting'. Expenditure nn "Fuel aﬁd Light -
ine" means expenditure on kerosene, match and fuels purchased but
the fuels collected from the jungles free of cost are excluded.
3.4. Table 5.5 shows the anhnual expenditure under different
heads according to occupatinnal classes. This shows that the
occupational class of "Owner Cultivator" accounts for GQ.43 per
cent of the total annual expenditure »f the village, followed by
the "Agricultural TLabour" class accounting for 15.47 per cent.
The percentage distribution of annual cﬁnsumntion expenditure by
occupatinsral classes as shown in Table 5.6 reveals that the
"Owner Cultivator" class being economically well-to-do, satisfa-
ctorily shares all the major heads of expenditure which signifies
their hicher standard of livine in the villaze.

3.5. Data relating to per househnld, per-worker and per
capitg annual expenditure of the Habrubari are presented occupa-
tionwise in Table 5.7. The per capita expenditure in all the
occupatisnal élasses except "A;ricultﬁral Labour" and "Trade,
Commerce and Transport" is above the village averase of ﬁs.418.26.
The per capita eypénditure is the higzhest in the "Salaried Job"
class, followed by the "Owner Cnltivators". But in thé distribu-
tion of expenditure per house-hold the "Tenant Cultivator" class
oceunies the top position. The agriciltural labourers in the
village have got the lowest per capita expebditure(Rs.313.37).
Se6ls Data presented in Table 5.8 shows the units of‘ﬁerﬂnf
capita consumption of essential commodities per year and per déy.
Rice being the main staple fo2d, per capita consumption is 127.4
kgs. per years or 354 grams per day. Per canita cansumption'of ‘

foodgrains in the village (361.91 grams) is mjch lower than that »f
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the country (445 grams) as a whole, in the year 1971. The per
capita consumption of other items such as meat, fish, milk etec.
is quite small in the village as these are consumed mainly by

these mnersons with better eeconomie conditions.

4. Housing Conditibns s

4.1, : The residential h»ouses in Habrubari have a common
struetural pattern and most of them are of very simple type made
of bamboo, thatch and mud. Distributis-n of house units by aceurpa-
tional classes in the village Habrubari is shown in Table 5.9.
Out of the total number of 316 house units in the villacge,
residential houses have covered 152 numbers. Total number of sranary
in the villége were 43 at the time- of investigation. Poor farmers
who have insufficient cultivable land generally d» not possess
separate granary and they use a part »f their residential houses
for storing paddy. Another important type éf hcuses which the
villagers. are Very - eager té keep is eowshed. Housing units under
the item "others" incilude some small houses being used as prayer
house, guest'h5use, pvultry—éhed‘and fodder store etc.

42, Table 5.10-shows the nature of residential houses and
their ‘distrubuti»n by«oecupation--ﬁnly few residential houses in
the wvillage ha?e roofs  covered  with C.I. Sheets and tiles. The
houses eonstruéted with bamban, ~ thateh and rud have insufficient
provisionS‘for-light"and ailr as..there are n» windows and
ventilators .in them. =

4.8. - The floor-gpaee per household varies from 26.00 Sq .
metre in the "Salaried Fob" class to 52.00 sq. metres in the

"Tanant Culti vator" elass. The awerage floor space per family and

i per'capifa is 37.05 sa. ' metres. amd 5.6 Sq. -metres respectively

} which is considered normal.

55. Durable Consumer Gonds'

is.l. : The quality  and guantity. of durable.-eonsumer z0ods
!

:possessed by the villagers alse indicate their standard of living.




(00*00T) (00°00T)

6°E 91¢ 06 472 S aST 08 : ¢ Telog
(og*'e ) (grog.) IOATO00Y
0'v A v 2 T S € Juoy TednjmmoTady °g p
: (c2°'T ) (08°2 )
: 0°g v T - = & S Sqclf PatdeTEeS °*g
d (€e°9 ) (SL'8 ) qJodsueag ¥
I 83 02 G e - 21 . oodoume) ‘opeal ‘v
(96° V1) (06°23) _
Sh OV 1T i g 43 a3 Jodaneqeq *Tady °g
(06°T ) : (G371 ) ‘
0°¢ 9 G il = € T I09RATYTND QUBUDT *Z
(8T°2L) - (92°9%)
T°G gag LS o¢ &3 L6 SV ICIBATYIN) JOUMQ *T
"PToYosnoy 4odY TejCcl ) S4o430 ) hamcmmwwmv@wSmSOUwumpcochomH s A0 s
490 sqTuj] JO*OoN) 7 S3TU(l SUTSUOL JC Joquny . - 3o *cNX SOSSBT) TeucTgednoo(

*BL-TLET ‘uessy ‘eaed1eod "TJIeqRIqeH SOSSET0 [eUOT4ednoo0 Aq SITUN-9SNOH JC UCTANOtaastq

6°'G = 9TqEL




9'6  gg'le  ceo's &€ 80€ g1o 8L0‘2 VB=—=10g =" Te3og
g'0 EE°EY . OET = ¢ e &a 6 6T € Jd0ATO09Y quoy’ TSy ‘0
238 A E000e g B8R 1T 02 o€ - 23 BL o SQOf POTAETES °g
! ; q1odsueag
9 6°S 9G°7E B - =i g1 123 T e ) ¥ oozoumo)opeay *y
: LIS SRR R 7B - e - 723 TIT g - zomoqe] *1ragy g
g°S 00°35 &g % €1 i V8 6 T J03eATITN) jueudy °3
ga 'Sy ceo'z gt 693 896 4 0811 YANOBEN T G ; d01BATITND JOUMQ °*T
X X TIBPTTIsTo0us) D S G Gy
X PTOU)TE30L X *T°0 % pnu SOTTI %Y "I°9 %) % pajiXuoraendod XH"H) suoTgednoog
e3tde) ) ~0SnoH HoommmnﬁvooaH@ssﬁoonsmmmwss,oopsmmw ‘ coquieg X Jo)
Jod L. odod. ) g 090U odenbs UT BOIT Te1au @ﬂmum4|||m X onx

"6L-TL6T "eIEUTE0L STIeqnigey "SITUN [CT3USDTSO To UCTINOTAISTD 9130l DTelDS SSIAUCTIEMMD5]

B —

0TS °1qg]




..66"....

Table 5.11 shows the number of durable consumer =oods possessed by
the villagers. The pos sion ﬁf radio, wafch etec. sizmifies Ehat
,modern civilizatinon has made an inroad into the tribal life. The
dccupaticshnal class of "Owner Cul tivator" possesses the highest

number of durable consumer g9nds din the village.

6. Indebtedness :

6. 1. Indebtedness has become a commen characteristic‘of rural
life in Assam due to growing economic haz dthp. But it is difficul
to colleet aecurate data on indebtedness as the people do ‘not like
to diselose their burden »f 10an¢ for t he sake o#f - social prestige.
But in the wvillage Habrubarl, it ivvnot widespread which might
either be due to their self-fufficient economic eonditisn or sociagl
conscinusness as stated above.

Gle 2. - Table 5.12 shows the amoumt of indebtedness by sources
and rate of interest for the last Svyears'nreéeedingAthé_year of
first point survey. Both the vil¥aze and town Mahajans supplied more
than 70 per cent of the total lozhs to. the villazers. The rate of
interest charged by these Mahajans.is very high, varying from 50.00
per cent to 75.00 per cent. Ioans supplied by the Government
Agencies to the villagers for econﬁmic,_. -upliftment during the
period of 5 years is quite neglieible. Almost all the lsans were
utilized in domestic consumption..

7. Purchase & .Sale 2f Assets & Tivestocks -

Table 5.13 shows the extent of . purehase and sale of"
assets and livestock etec. during ‘the years 1969-70 and 1970-71 by

differont oceupational classes. The . items purchased are more than

items sold and t he amount utilized'in~purchasing these items is
more than treble , the amount ‘they reeecived by selline the
items. Bconomically affluent famidlies qenerally‘like to invest

their savings in productive purposes. Out of Rs.39,131.00 spent
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in nurchasing Qariwus assets, Rs.33000.00 or more than 24 per
cent of the total, have been utilized either in purchasing

or mortgagineg in cultivsble lands. On the other hand, in the saié
of assets t»Ho, land covers 86.53 per cent »f the total amount

o2f sale. Among all the occupatinnal classes in the villase,

the "Owner Cultivators" hnld a predominant position in all thé

transactions.

»
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CHAPTER SIX

Conclusion

1EX In the foregoing chapters, an attempt has been made
to depict a comprehensive picture of the different aspects of
socio-economic life of the villagers in Habrubari. Habrubari

is a plains tribal village of Assam, having 80 households with
a total population 544 . The village represents a honogeneons
society with one community - Bodo-Kachari angd therefore, a close
harmony 1n some aspects of their socio-economic life is notice-
able. ' i
2. The average size of family in the village Habrubari

is 6.8 persons. About two- third of the total households in the
village are nuclear families. The sex-ratio is 103 females

per 100 males, which cannot be said to be a normal feature.
Barly marriage is generally disliked by the villagers and

the common age for marriage appears to be between 25 to 35 years:
amongst the males and 15 té 25 years amongst the females.
Nearly 41 per cent of the total population in the village are
literate which is higher than that of the district or State
as a whole in the year 1971.
3% Working force in the village (311) is higher than
that of labour force (268) and it is due to the fact that
there are some full-time workers below the age of 15 years.
About 88.75 per cent of the total families are engaged

Oor indirectly
dlrectlyZin agricultural cceupations while only 11.25 per cent

‘are in non-agricultural Ooccupations. On the other hand, the

agricultural occupations have covered 89.89 per cent of the

total population in the village, of which 64.34 per cent are
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owner cultivators. iny 20 housebolds out of 80 in the villgge
Habrubari have single Occupation which is agriculture and the
rest 60 households have oﬁe or more subsidiary occupations in
addition to the primary ones’.

4. The method of chiltivation practised by the villagers

in Habrubari is traditional but the yield rate is at par to
other plains villages of Assam. Modernisation of agriculture
is yet to make a headway in the village Habrubari due to several
factors. First, majority of the villagers are accustomed to a
'saﬁgistenée level' of living and that is why their urge for
economic development, by and large, is lacking. Secondly, these
cultivators who are willing to improve their lot through
agricultural development could not make satisfactory progress
due to financial or organisational prcbiems.

5. Out of 141.84 hectares of total area owned by the
villagers, the total net area sown is 99.89 hectafes. The area
under double cropping in the village is 37.07\hectares

which are covered entirely by Ahu paddy and Jute. The average

size of operational holding of the village as a whole is .2+5T
hectares. In a village of 80 households, only 46 households are
cultivators. There are 22 égricultural labour families in

the wvillage and they possess only 4.62 heetares or 3.62 per cent
of land in the village. The future of the 22 agricultural
labour families seems to be bleak. They are only seasonally .

employed in the agricultural ﬁérms and the scope for employ-

‘ment in non-agricultural sectors is also ﬁery limited.

The rest of the.ls families are engaged in non-agricwltural

occupations.

6. Paddy (both winter and summer) as food crop and jute

as cash crop are. the main field crops dominating
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the croﬁ—pattern of the village Habrubari. Paddy cultivation
covers 80.37 per cent of the total cropped”area. ﬁext to paddy,
the cultivation of jute covers 10.93 hectares of laﬁd in the
village. Only one household has cultivated H.Y.V. of paddy at
the "time of investigation. The per hectare yie;d of paddy %s”’
satisfactory being 33.18 quintals. The per hecéare yielq;6¥
local varieties of paddy is 21.46 guintals. 2

7. Handloom weaving provides a regular part-time employ-
ment to the women-folk of the village and it is associated,
with their cultm?al life. The women in the village produce their
necessary dresses at their own looms and they hardly make any
purchase from the market. Some poor families have taken it

as a source of income for living.

8. The per capita income of the village as a whole is

Rz.451.54 which 'is lower than that. of the State average during

1971-72. But on the average the villagers could maintain a

balanced family budget. Major portion of surplus income of the
farmers is invested in the purchase of land.
Q. ~ The economic development in the village shall have
to be ushered in through agricultural development. To bring
about agricultural development, introduction of H.Y.V. seeds

; popularization®™
in large scale and/of improved methods of cultivation through
demonstration, discussion and training etc. are the urgent
needs of the day. For it, adequate provisions for easy
agricultural credit and irrigation facilities should be made
available to the villagers.
10. The villager is totally free from havocs created by
floods. But what is needed is introduction of adequate
irrigation faciliﬁies for the development of both kharif and

rabli crops in the village. Only then, the villagers will be
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encouraged to'invest their surplus incomes in agriculture.

As there is no stream or river in or near t he agricultural

fields, the system of canal irrigations will be costly and

therefore introduction of well irrigation (either deep

or shallow) will solve the problem to a grecat extent.

11, Introduction of Dairy and Poultry farming on a

commercial line can aiso be recommended as a potential source

of income and employment to the agricultural labourers in the

village. Plans may alsqé%ZRen to rehabilitate the poor

agricultural labour families by allottlng land in the Government

Reserve Forests, in a phased b3s1s.

12. Most of the educated persons in the village, at
present, are observed to be interested in politlcal activities

rather than economic development. .-For the economic betterment

of the villagers the educated persons in the village must

"take active part in the devebpment activities.' .
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A SOCIOLOGICAL NOTE _ON
THE BODO - KACHARIS OF ASSAM.
i 2 ’

Dr. Abu Nishar Md. Irshad Ali.

1. Iptroduction :

i e [ The Bodo;Kaaharisl conscitute an important
plains tribe. of Assam. They are one of the éarliest
settlefs of Assam and have contr}huted considerably. to the
growth of the civilization of Assam, The Bodo-Kacharis are
to be found in tée districts. of .Goalpara, Kamrupy Darrang,

Nowgong, Mikir Hills, Lakhimpur and Cachar. They are also

to be found in some other parts of North eastern India,

.€,8., Northern Bengal, Tripura and in parts of Southern

Nepal. This tribe belongs to the Indo-Mongoloid recial stock.
The Bodo-Kacharis are known under different names in differar "
places. For example, they are known as Meches in West’

Bengal, Dimasa in Cachar and so-on. %

13 The Bodo-Kacharis ace malnly rural inhabitants
and majority of them are agriculturists. According to 1961
Census there were 345983 Bodo-Kachari population in.ASSam,

Of this total population, 343,381 (99.25%) and 2,602 ( 0.757)
are rural and urban irhabitants respectively. Among the

rural Bodo—Kacharis, 40.27 percent are engaged in agricultural
and 8.60 per cent jp-various other non-agricultural works
respectively. It may be noted that even amongst the urban
Bodo-Kacharis, 16.41 ﬁer cent are engaged in agricultural

and 192.75 per cent in non-agricultural works respectively.

i Bado '
1. The word 'Bodoﬂ[fgnguage literally stands for 'man'. The
. Kacharis of Triputa use the word ‘Bodo' in their language
to denote 'man'. Some scholars held that those Bodos who
-1ived in Cachar were called Kachaiis, while some other
scholars held that the neighbouring ﬁindus called the
Bodos as Kacharis. >



There are 47.12 per cent literates among the urban Bodo-
Kacharis and among their rural counterparts, literacy
accounts for -only 19.63 .per cent.

2.Village and Homestead: .
2valle There are variations in the lay-outs of the
villages and also in respect of the house types belonging
to the Bodo-Kacharis 1iving'in plains and hill regions.
Usually they liveiin_sma i villages in the plains and the
settings bear close resemblances to that of their l
ﬁeighbouring rural communities of Assam.
AR In the plains region, the houses are constructed
on the four sides leaving a courtyard in the middle. The
houses are made up of thatch-roofs, bamboos and reed walls and
earthen plinths. In the pills the Bodo-Kachari live. in
houses with raised platforms.
Bl It is customary among the Bodo-Kacharis to
perfofm certain rites before selecting a village or a house
site. Such rites help them fo assess Tthe good or the evil
naﬁufe of the site.
2.4. Bodo-Kachari homestead is usually a self-
'sufficient unit. It has a main dewelling house, a

a
granery, a cowshed and gLourtyard, The courtyard contains

the altar of Bathow - the supreme God of Bodo religion.
3. Food Habit: '
S.l. Rice is the staple food of the Bodo-Kacharis.

It is sﬁpplemented by vegetables, animal food and fish.

The vegitables are gathered from the forest. The Bodo-
Kacharis pertake of mutton and pork. They also rear pigs. |
Dried fish and dried meat are regarded as favourite

articles of fbodu



a:ex . Thei;'favourite.beverage is Jumai - Jau (rice
béer)'preparéd.at home. Jumai - Jau is an inevitable part of
the socio-cultural and religious life of the Bodo-Kacharis.
Ak e e |

S ' Thel Bodo-Kacharis wear Dhotis like Assamese
mén—folﬁé. The dress pattern of fhe Bodo-Kachari women
ighnoteworthy;‘ggkhng (germent to cbver the body) is worn
'by?théjfémales.'lt is nearly seQen feet in ‘lenth and is
wdﬁeﬁjby the women themselves in the loom. The Dokhnas are
usually of red or orange colour. '. f
4585 It may be pointed out-heré that the Bodo-kachari
women of West Bengal and of parts of:Goalpara district wear
ngnnga while their counterparts in the plains of Assam wear

LR TIE il TS s anene wonenit A Ens A RE e R
Bodo-Kacharis (who live in Cachar, Tripura and Garb.hills),
the women wear two garmgnts - one in the upper part and the
other in the lower paft of the body.

4.3. - The Bodo-Kachaii women wcar varicus ornaments

_'1ike.eér-rings (Khera, Jgnﬁz;gg, T~linglora) ,  nose pins
( ngtngﬁihgli, jgula ), bangles .(Ashan) |, finger rings
(Akhtam ), and necklaces ( Chandrahar, Bishahar. ) 5 :

5. Marriage:

DL The social structure of thehBédo—Kacharis is
primarily patriarchal with a few matriarchal characteristics.
Marriage among them follows'both'thesévcharacteristics.
Patrilocal extended families arelmore prevalent among ‘the
Bodo-Kacharis. Polygamy is allowed in their society in
special cases. The male oracle or worshiper (Do i, Deuri)
performs rites and rituals connected with the marriage. A
sum of bride-money (Malsa) requires to be péid to the
parents of the bride. -
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5.2, There are five different ways in which mates

‘s ’
-can be acquired among the Bodo-Kacharis. .These are as

\

follows: '
(a) Marriage is performed, by asgotiation,
(b) A man 'stays in a girls' home,especially
where there are no brothers of the gipil.
Finally the man marries the girl and
stays in her parents house.

(¢) When a man marries a window, .he stays with

the window. This system of marriage is known
as Donkha. The window remarriage system in the
Assamese society is regarded as an influence

of the Bodo- remarriage system.

(8) A girl is allowed to go and stay with a boy
whom she wishes to marry., In this case the
parent of the boy must inform the parents of
the girl after her arrival.. Otherwise the
villagers will accuse the parents of the boy.

(e) Marriage is also performed among the Bodo-
Kacharis by way of capturing a girl.

(55 L2 i Of the above mentioned ways of acquiring mates,
the last two ways are, now a days, iooked'down upoﬁ by the
Bodo-Kacharis. Moreover, marriage'by éapture and elépment
‘are getting obsolete wiih the social advance. |

5.4. Divorce rarely occures among the Bodo-Kacﬁaris.
If and when a husband/wife divorces his/her wifé/huéband,
the wife is not entitled to enjoy the property owned by
her ﬁusband.& divorcee hold the Tight to keep an offépring

aged not more than one year.

6. Adoption: ]

6.1. ) ‘The system of adoption among the Bodo-Kacharis
is socially sanbtioned. It also embodies many social and
economic ‘aspects of the tribe. Usually barren pareﬁts

adbpf a boy or a girl as their son or daughter. The adopted

children among the Bodo-Kacharis are known as Phis Khonrania
It literally stands for 'adopted offsprings'.
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(SIS A poor widow or widower when finding it difficult
to bring up their own children, hands over them to some
one else who does not POssess any issue. The foster
parents have to offer an honporarium in cash to the real

parents of the children. This hoenperarium is known as

hanema hangsa. The amount is honorarium is flxed at 25 paisa

in the minimum and the maximum having no limit. As regards
orphans, it is a common practice among the Bodo-Kacharis

to adopt them, in case there is none to look after them

in their own families. It'should be pointed out here

that widow remarriage is pfe;alent among the Bodo-Kacharis.
When an widow marries for the second time and if she
réppens to possess any issue by her deceased husband, the
second husband adopts the issue as his o6wn.

6.3. As per their 5001al custom, adoption is performed

among the Bodo-Kacharis in a céremonious way. When a person

wishes to adopt children, he has to offer a feast to the

villagers. Pork and rice beer are served "to the invitees
during the feast. After the feast is over, the boy/girl
whom he wishes to adopt is brouéht in front of the guests.
The host then declares his wish. He promises that he would
shoulder all respon51bllit1es of the boy/girl durlng his
life time. He will also hawe to deciare that the-adopted
child would be the legal heir to all the immovahlévand
movable properties belonging to him after his death. If
such formalitles are not observed, adoption is not

recognised by their soclety. In suech cases the adepted

‘children are not given the rlght to enjoy prOpertles

>bequeathed to them by their adopter.
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6.4. Adoption, as a matter of fact, gives .a sense
of social and economic security to both the adopted and
the adobter. They gef sbcial and economic security from

their foster parents who bear the responsibilities for

- their marriage etc. As indicated earlier the Bodo-Kacharis

are agriculturalists and the adopted children help their
foster parents in various agricultural activities. More-
over,‘the'adopted children are obliged to take care of

their foster parents in their old age and sickness. An

adopted son is also bound to redeem any debt incurred by his

deceased adopter.

7. Soecial Control :

Fieake There are certain customary laws of social
control in the Bodo-Kachari society. In some places such
laws have béen printed in the form of books . Such -printed
books are called Pandulipis by the Bodo-Kacharis. There
are seven such Pandulipis among the Bodo-Kacharis living

in seven different partsz of Assam; Fach Pandulipi controls

the society of a region. The laws laid down in the
Pandulipis are not the same. These may vary from region

ﬁo region. However, the laws for the control of illeg°1

acts are broqdly the same ir all gngglipjs

T2 An illegal act is called Bad by the Bodo;Kacbaris
and a person involved in an-illegal act is called ﬁadunga
Jabail. There are ‘various types of Bads. For example,

afféirs with an woman belonging to the father's family.

beating of parents, rape, taking meals other than . -

1. Northern part of KamTu dlstrict Darrang district,
area under Gauhati Police Stati oﬁ area under Boko Police

Station of Kamrup district, Cachar district, northern
part of Goalpara district and eastern part of Goalparsa
district.
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from Brahmins, stealing of any articles belonging to a dead

person.

bR When a person commits an illegal act, he is

excommunicafea from his village. Such a person is expiated

by Degg'.'Among the Bodo-Kacharis there are two distinct
x prisﬁly classes, e.g., Nargari and Sargiyari . Persons

belonging to these classes hold the right to perform duties

as . Deuris.
Doy | Ambng the Bodo-Kacharis of Goalpara district, two

persons are selected by the villagers belonging to twelve

mneighbouring villages to take up various issues including

conflicts and factions. Those persons are known as

Hadengaura and Hasungaura.:
R, Convicts are imposed fines. The fines thus to be

 obtained are equally divided between the villagers and

kept sometimes a parﬁ of it for celebrating the village
festivals.’ '

8. Religion :

8¢l Bathow or Shiva is the stipreme God of Bodo-Kachari
religion. The.Bodo—Kaqhari households>keep an altar of
Bathow in their countryards. A sizu tree (Euphorbia
Splenders ) is planted near the altar which is the emblem
of the Supreme God. The Bodé-Kacharis believe that God
Bathow ‘and Goddess Bathow are ruling this world. They also
worship‘r{Vefé, bills and swamps .

Sna The Bodo-Kacharis observe wvarious ceremonies and

‘festivals in connection with birth, dééth, marriage and

agricultural activities. Of a number of festivals, .

.‘Eaisggu the national the spring time festival and Kheria -

the national festival of the Bodo-Kacharis are important.
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During Baisagu, the Bohag Bihu of the Bodo-Kacharis, all

the villégers sing, dance and consume rice beer. The

- villagers also take part in a feast during this festival.

Their traditional folk songs depict profound thought and
imefginétion and their folk dances are worthseeing. There
are different types of Kherai festival and during this
festival,ancéstor, heroes, Gods and Goddesses afe worshiped
by the Bodo-Kacharis.' It should be pointed out here that
Bodo-Kachari women are allowed to take part in all other

festivals excepting the Kherai.

1

St The Bodo-Kacharis bury their deads in.fhe village
burial grounds; Often the deads are left in the burial
grouhd without being burried. The day, on which a death
occurs, is observed as a mourning day. The adult relatives
of the deceased observe fasting on the mourning day-. On the
tenth, or thirteeqth day following a death, post funeral.
rite is observed. '

S8.4. It should be pointeda out here that duetpo.the

- contact with non-tribal peoples, many Bodo-Kacharis have

changed their religion. 4 large number of Bodo-Kacharis
have embraced Hinduism. or Cbristianity. Thus many Bodo-

Kacharis have given up their traditional ways of life.

. At the same time, many Bodo-Kacharis are not ready to

do what the convrst Bodo-Kacharis are doing. This
situation has:given rise to a klnd of "soeio-cultural:

schism" 4in the Bodo-Kacharl 5001ety.

1. As many as. twerty Gods and Goddesses are worshiped
during the Kherai festival. It is pertiment to note
here that' one of the Gods of Kherai is known as Nawab
Badshah or the God of the Muslims. The priest sacrifices
a coc% before this God saying Bismillah (in the name of
Allah
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According to 1961 Census there are 22445 ( 6.49%) Christans,
322029 . ( 93.08%) Hindus and 138 ( 0.04%) Buddhists among the
Bodo-Kacharis of Assam. Only 1091 ( 0.31%) number of

persons among the Bodo-Kacharis actually practise Bodo-
religion as revealed by the statistics.

9. Economy :

9.1, The Bodo-Kacharis of Assam are primarily
agriculturists. This primary occupation is supplemented

by a number of subsidiary occupaﬁions like hunting,

fishing, gathering of vegetables from forest and working

as agricultural labourers.
S e A1l the able-bodied members of families work

in the agricultural fields. The boys help their elders
in the fields and the girls help their mothers in

- day-to-day household activities. The girls also go

~to the fields to help their elders in various agricul-

tural works.

9.3. Many other subsidiary occupations like 'handi-
crafts are undertaken by the Bodo-Kacharis. These
include cane - works, basket-making, spinniné and weaving.
The& also prepare ﬁloughshares, small wooden furniture
and musical instruments for local use only.

10. Conclugion @

A 917 s The Bodo-Kachari society is at the present
moment going through the critical stage of transition.
The Bodo-Kacharis share many socio-economic problems,
arisen out of the impact of new revenue policies and
land tenure systems, with their neighbouring rural

communities of Assam.



A = 10.

TN e " The Christian missionaries are tfying‘to

convert the Bodo-Kacharis to Chrisﬁénity and succeeding

in doing so in many cases. Many Bodo-Kacharis are also

trying to écéept Hinduism. This has led to a kind of cultural
disintegration in the Bodo-Kachari society.

However, various formal organizations, consisting of

-

Bodo—Kachafis, are working with a view to keeping”up their
tribal tradition including Bodo language, custom and

cuiture.
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