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1. The present Report on Resurvey of Chotahaibar, a
village near Nowgong is the second in the series of Re-
surveys undertaken by the Jorhat Centre, The first-
point survey of the village was done by the Agro-Economic
Research gentre at Santiniketan in December, 1956. After
the establishment of the Jorhat Centre in 1960, the res-
ponsibilities for conducting the resurvey fell on this
Centre., Field investigation for the resurvey was under=-
taken by this Centre during March to May, 1962 and the
resurvey data relate to the year 1981,

2. Since the First Point Survey in 1956, Chotahaibar has
experienced tremerdous change. This change is not only due
to urban imgact of the growing town of Nowgong which is
situated within 2 miles of the yvillage, but also due to the
heavy influx of immigrants--Muslim Farm Settlers and Hindu
Refugees--from East Bengal (now East Pakistan). In fact,
the new entrants to the villags have outnumbered the ori-
ginal inhabitants of 1956.

3. In course of our investigation it is observed that

the three communities of the village (e.g. Assamese Hindus,
Immigrant Muslims and Hindu Refugees) have adopted different
occupations and attained different standard of living. The
three communities have their own social life and there seems
to be little intercourse amongst them., They are occupying,

by and large, distinect gecgraphical areas in the village. The
Hindu refugees (162 housenolds) are mainly non-agriculturist.
with varieties of occupations like weaving, petty shop-keepi: :,
pedling, sundry repairing etc. Amongst.the Hindu refugees
there are 29 weaver houscholds majority of whom have migrated
from East Pakistan recently., Assamese Hindus (23 Households)
are mainly agriculturists, although the imporiance of agricu-
lture amongst the Assamese families has dwindled greatly since
the First-Point Survey.:

4o Because of the influx of a large number of new population,
the changes noticed since the First Point Survey cannot be said
to be inherent in the village itself. Nevertheless the impact
of developmental programme, especially with regard to refugee
rehabilitation, can be noficed from the .report. The effects

of the presence of foreign element in.the village life might
also be seen in the study. ;

5. The present Report is expected to throw some light on
several unknown factors in rural life. It might be possible
to get an idea on (1) the intensity of pressure of population
on land; éZ) the adaptation of immigrants into the new social
setting; (3) the varieties of occupation open to villagers
near a town; (4) the declining importance of agriculture and .
lack of enthusiasm for it in rural areas near a growing townj

(5) the poor consumpion and residentsi
S nti 5
other aspects of rural life, b s many'

G’ Because of the difficulties of compari
¢ paring the identi

ggusehglds in th9 two points of time and als% of the absgige

: c;r ain data in the First-Point Survey, we are not able

g glve comparative pictures for the two counts on all aspects
of village life. Nevertheless, it is hoped ¢that the datap
p;gsgﬂggg ggggowill Esdusef%l tO those who are interested in

mic s Ve e will welcome any o i

suggestion to enable us to improve our a2§1;2{shiit%géigeor
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T There has been some delay in preparation of this Report,
The tabulation of data involving a large number of househoids
and embracing all aspects of village life is a very complex and
painstaking process. With the resources available to us and
commitments made earlier, we were not able to speed up the work.
We express our regret for the delay.

8, As usual this study ie the joint product of the Centre done
under the general supervision and guidance of the Director of
this Centre., Shri P.D, Saikia, Research Officer as incharge
of the study, wrote the Report and supervised the field inves-
tigation which was conducted by Junior Research Investigators
Shri P. C, Das (since left), Shri D, Saikia and Shri D.Ke.Bura-
gohain, The tabulation of data waz made by Shri K.N.Bordoloi
and shri D, Bora, Senior Computors. The work of typing and
mimeographing the Report fell on Shri V. N, Narayana Mer.on,
Stenographer., The Duplicating machine was operated by Shri
H. Gogoi,0ffice Peon, Apart from those who are mentioned above
by name all other stat'f- members evinced keen interest in the
project and rendered all assistance for the completion of the
study, I offer my thanks to all my colleagues.

Dated 2nd December, 1965, P.C. GOSWAMI
; DIRECTOR,

‘Agro-Economic Research Centre

for North East India
P.0.Barbheta, Jorhat.









CHAPTER I.

1. The Village and the People.

1,1, Chotahaibar presents a fringe soclety, an urban
fringe which 1s losing its rural characteristics very
fasts It 1s also a meeting ground of three social groups,
with marked differences in religious falths, languages and
other social habits, The Assamese Hindus are the originil
people, majority of whom are living in the village for
generations, From the early part of the 20th century imm-
lgrants from East Bengal, both Hindus and Muslims, began
to settle in the village, Now the village is inhabited

by the Assamese Hindus, the immigrant Bengali Hindus and
Muslims, The influence of the immigrants on the socio-
economic activities of the original population and vice-
versa will be evident in certain aspects of their life,
discussed in subsequent chapters.

128 The impact of the town on the village is very
dominant and marked. The villagers though retaining their
1dentity,.are subjected to drastic changes in theilr social
structure and economic 1ife. The demographic character has-
also been changed. The villagers have taken to both farm
and non-farm occupations, with greater dégree of preference

for the latter,

1.3, The history of the village is somewhat interesting.
From the long past the village was divided into two parts
by a slnggish river named Marikolong. About 25 years back
black-fever (Kala-Azar) broke out in epidemic form in the
South—Wéstern part of the village and nearly ninety per
cent of the people of that area died of it. At that time
there was no curative or preventive medicine for KalawAzar
and the people dreaded it very muchs Thoce who survived
left the village and migrated elsewhere, The whole of that

area once occupied by the victims of Kala Azar remained
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6.3, The percentage distribution of workers having single
occupation remained same as in 1962, However, communitywise,
some interesting changes are notéd. The workers in the Assamese
Hin&u community are ‘gradually taking up more than one occupa-
tion. Among the immisrant Muslims also the percentage of wore
kers having more than one occupation has slightly iﬁcreasedi
Persons engaged in single occupation 1s highest among the immi<
grant Hindus. !
6.4, In our field investigatib; it 1s not possible to colleet
data on the mandays devoted by workéfs on different occupations
The workers engaged in agricultura} operations cannot inform
from their memory the days of theipr engagements in agricultural
operations. Moreover, a persén engaged iﬁ a particular occupa-
tion for a few hours may work in another occupation for another
few hours on the same day; Collecting dasa from the villagers
regarding engagements in various ooeupétiﬂns is found to be the
most difficult part of the village sdrvey, Only an intensive
study continuously for a year or 80 may bring out somewhat ace=-
urate picture of the employment situation in the villages.
6e5e It may be mentioned in this connection that the original
settlers in agricultural occupations im the *Brahmaputra valley
districts, are in general not acoustomeé to intensive cultiva-
tion and they svend a few months leisurely in the lean periods.
But the Chotahaibarian in general are found to be active thfo#
ughout the year. The immigrant Muslim agriculturists are very
active and they plouch their fields in the afternoon also which
is something new in this part of the country and is unthinkable
to the original Hindu settlers. ?he crux of the problem is the
scarcity of land and high rate of rent on leased. land in the
village. This has distracted a section of expert agriculturists
amongst the immiprants to less productive and unproductive occu~
pations like petty trades, facilities for which are available in
the nearby town and within the village itself,



comim










MY
fne

IOULSE













10nNns




1Nna

hou




58~
TABLE 4.6,

Area under Operational Holdings.

1956 1962

Types of Y

yp lgnd (in acres) (in acres)
Land owned 192,71 286,18
(Minus) Land leased out 24,47 88,11
Owned land under 168,24 198,07
operation.
(Plus) Land taken on lease 18,92 45,19
Total operational holdings. 187.16 243,26
Average size of operational 1.99 0.88
holdings.

household.has decreased to 0,88 acres in 1962, from that

of 1.99 in 1956, Such a small size of operational holdings
per household indicates the acute scarcity of land in the
village. But one interesting point in this regard is that in
1962, the land leased out is much higher than that of land
taken om lease, It is found that some 14 households have
taken on lease about 14 .acres from outsiders and 9 house-
holds have leased out about 25 acres to outslders.

2.15, Distribution of operational holdings by size groups
is shown in Table 4,7, The percentage of households having
operational holdings below 5 acres has further increased at
the time of resurvey. Moreover, the actual number of housé~
holds having 5 acres and above of operational holdings, which
is taken as the economic holding for an average household,
remained the same at the time of resurvey, though in terms

of percentage it has decreased further. The maximum opera-
tional holding in the villége is 15 acres and there were only
one household in 1956 and 2 in 1962, having such size of
operational holdings. As the majority of the households
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have operational holdings of below 1 acres, it is netural
that the villagers cannot depend upon solely on agriculture
even if they take up modern metheds.
2.16, Distribution of operational holdings by occupation
is shown in Statement IV. 3 in the appendix, and tne average
size of operational holdings by occupation is shown in Table
4,8, The average size of operational holdinge has decreased
in all occupational groups at the time of resurvcy. Aacther
significant point in this regard is that only the ownar 40 e
tivators have somewhat economic size of operational holding.

TABLE 4,8,
Average Size of Operational Holdings by OJccupation.

Occupation 1956 1962
1. Owner cultiwvator 4,60 4,42
2, Tenant cultivator 24l 2.26
3, Agrl. labour G461 0.73
4, Agrl. Rent Receiver - 1.36 -
5, Production other than Agrl. 0.4C 0.28
6, Trade, Commerce & Transport. 1.52 0.57
7. Salaried jobs X 0.78
8. Profession & Services % 1,47 025
9., Miscellaneous { 0.55
TOTAL: 2.18 1,18

217, Distribution of cperational holdings according to
land utilisation and size of holdings is shown in Statement
IV.4 in the appendix. As indicated earlier, the land under
the control of the villagers is taken as the operational hcil-
dings and the various uses of the operaticnal holdings 1s
shown in the Statement. Although the major portion of the

4

operational holdings is used for growing major crops, & geooh
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percentage of the land under operational holdings is cove-
red by houses, courtyard -and by orchards. At the time of
resurvey the area under houses and orchards has increased
greatly. The households having below 1 acre of land as
operational holdihgs have  to use major portion of their

land for homestead.

2418, Though the net area sown has increased significantly
at the time of resurvey, the total cropped area remained the
same; This has happened ~"2 due to the fact that the area
sown more than once has decreased considerably at the time

of resurvey. This indicates that éhe villagers are gradually
paying less interest to agricuiture.

2.19, Table 4.9 shows the average size of operational
holdings according to community in the two points of time.

It is interesting to note that the average size of operational
holdings has decreased in all the three communities,

TABLE 449,
Opera Ho acco o_Communit
1956 : ke o
ommuni ty Noe. of Total op-Avgs No.of Total op- Avge.size
HiHi eration~- size H.H. erational of Opera-
al hold- of op= holdings tional
ings erat- (Ac) . Holding
¢Ac) ional (Ack)
?old—
ng
(Ac)
Assamese Hindu 19 71:68 3.77 23 66,39 2.89
Immigrant Hindu 33 21.98 0,67 162 36.30 0.22
Immigrant Muslim 42 93:50 2,28 92 140,57 153

2,20, At the time of resurvey there are only two households
amongst Assamese Hindus, one amongst the Immigrant Hindus and
eight in the Immigrant Muslim community with average size of
operational holdings of 5 acres and ahove., Ath the time of re=-

surveys; laphd taken on lease and land leased out is almost same
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in kind is fixed. The average rent per acre both in cash
and kind is extremely high. =Although the Assam Adhiar
Protection ..Act specifically prohibits share cropping on
50350 basis, the system is tistill in vogue in the villages,
Because of the scarcity of the land, the share croppers are
not eager to seek protection under the Act, as they are
afraid that they would not be able to get land on lease from
the land owners =on the terms provided in the Adhiar Act.
3. Livestock. .
3.1, "One who has no cattle of his own is the smallest of
all" , there goes an Assamese saying, The farmers depend
on their cattle, especially the draught cattle. The Assamese
Hindus celebrate a day on the last day of 'Chaitra' (middle
of April) called "Garu-Bihu", for the well-being of the cattle,
in which water is sprinkled ceremonially, and other magico-
religious rites are performed, But whatever might be their
attachment to their cattle they generally take very little
care of the cattle. Moreover the cattle in Assam is of most
inferior variety in comparison to those of other States of
India,
3.2 The livestock population of Chotahaibar for 1956 and
1962 is shown in Table 4.12;. Though the quality remained the
same, the number of animals and poultry birds has increased
considerably in 1962, There is no significant increasec in
the number of work-stock, may be, due to little increase in
the number of households in agricultural occupations.
3(3.. The villagers have not taken any initiative in procur-
ing improved type of cattle or poultry birds. For dearth of
grazing land near the village, it is difficult to rear cattle,
but for keeping'poultry birds, specially the ducks, there are
ample facilities provided by a big water logged area within
the village.
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3.4. Tt is interesting to note that mafority of the animals ~r-

and poultry birds are owned by the Muslim families of the
village. The Hindus, by tradition, do not keep chicken in
their households and no one has gone againct this tradition.
The Muslims have commercial motive in rearing poultry birds.
3.6, Statement IV. 5 shows the distribution of draught anim-
als by occupation., It is natural that the draught animals are
mostly owned by the households in agricultural occupations, In
Chotahaibar majority of the draught animals are owned by the
owner cultivators and tenant cultivators and no change in this
aspect is noted at the time of resurveye A pair of bullock is
used for drawing a plough and most of the households have one
pair of bullock and only a very few households have two or three
pairs of bullocks each.

4, Tools and Implements.

4,1, The distribution of tools and implements used for culti-
vation according to operational holdings is shown in Statement
IV.4, The type of tools and implements used by the villagers
for the agricultural purposes remained the same at the time

of resurvey alsos No one has taken up any improved plough or
any other improved implements. The crude type of water 1iftsj
a dug-éut plece of log used as water 1ift, is said to be intro-
duced by the immigrantss It may be noted that all the ploughs
possessed by the villagers are not used for cultivation at a
time, as some families keep extra ploughs for use in an emer=
gency like breakages Some articles like big knives (Dao) ,
traditiohal types of hats used by the cultivators to protect
themselves from sun and rain, are not taken into account.

4,2, Statement IV.7 shows, other implements used by the
villagers in other productive purposes Other than agricul-
tures The implements used by the goldsmiths, blacksmiths and
carpenters are not taken into account, In weaver families only

the looms are counted and list of other implements necessary



68~

in weaving is considered ugﬁecessary for such a study. The

type of looms used during 1956 and 1962 is shown in Table 4,13.
TABLE 4,13.

Types_of Tooms Used During 1956 and 1962: Communitywise.

1956 1962

Types of Loom Assamese IMMigr- Immigr-Assameselmmigr- lmmigr-
Hindu., ant Hi- ant Mu-Hindu, ant Hi- ant Mu-
ndu, slim. ndu. slim,
1l, Traditional 13 2 - 18 - -
type(Assamese (13) (1) (15)
throw shuttle
loom)
2. Chittaranjan 15
type. - 18 - - 76 7
(10) (34) (2)
3. Fly Shuttle - 14 - - 2 3
(10) (2) (1)
TOTAL. 13 34 - 18 78 10

Notes Figures in brackets indicate number of households pggs-
essing the looms.
4,3, The number of looms, both of traditionan and.modern
types has increased conéiderably in 1962, The traditional
type of fly shuttle looms are used by the Assamese Hindus
for weaving clothes for use of the family members only. The
increase in the number of fly shuttle looms and costly Chit-
taranjan type of fly shuttle looms is mainly due to the immi-
gration of a number of weavers by profession to the village.
The number of sewing machines has also increased in 1962. The
sewing machines are used by the tailors in the village and no

one has purchased sewing machine solely for family use.



CHAPTER V
Outputs.

1. - Introduction,
1o The villagers of Chotahaibar do not keep any
record of input and output data of their agricultural
enterprises and the figures collected are approximéte
and based on their verbal statements only, Agriculture
1s a family occupation and the idea of profit and loss
1s generally not taken into consideration. Whhle the
approximate input data on use of fertilizers, seeds,
hired labour and implements is collected, the main input,
family labour in man days, devoted to agriculture could .
not be collected., In case of paddy output :ﬁ farmer
guess the quantity received by filling up the granary
and from that he decides whether he will be able to sell or
nots It is interesting to note that ma jority of the
farmers consider agriculture as non~remunerative occupa-
tion and do not pay much attention for its improvement,
But some of them are found to have tried to increase their
income by more investment in agriculture, especially by
using chemical fertilizers and by working hard im the
field. ¥
1.2, On the other hand, fairly reliable data is available
on handloom weaving which is the main non-farm enterprise
of the village. Majority of the families whose main Jccu.
pation is weaving take their enterprise as household inde
ustrie® and keep in records the input and output figures,
The investment in this non;agricultural occupation is quite
considerable and some of the families have expanded their
industry by procuring improved type of costly looms. The
major bottleneck in expansion of their industry is that the
market for their finished products is limited and is.depen-
dent on the local demands and taste of a particular section

of the populations,
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2. Crop Production,
2.1, Rice is the main crop of the village and is grown
mainly for home consumption. Jute is the main cash crop and
income from this crop is very substantial. A section of the
villagers are taking full advantage of the local demands of
vegetables in the nearby town by growing varieties of veg-
Btables in their gardens, Area, production and value of
different crops in 1956 and 1962 is shown in Table S5.1e Com=
pared to an average village in A ssam, the diversity crop in
the village is quite significant.
2.2, The acreage under Sali paddy has slightly increased,

although acreage under A hu paddy has decreased in similar

manner. As a result the total acreage under both Ahu and

Sali p@ddy has remained almost the same. According to the_
villagers there is no scope of increasing Sali paddy culti=
vation as land for its expansion is not available. Almost fhe
whole area under Sali paddy may be devoted to the cultivation

Of Ahu paddy. There is thus the scope for the expansion of

Ahu cultivation. But Ahu paddy is gradually replaced by

Jute which is more remunerative. The acreage under jute has
thus increased significantly. The immigrants now grow varw
ieties of vegetables and in the winter seasons a visitor is

very much impressed with the nice vegetable gardens in the
village.

2.3, In 1956, the value of the fruits was not taken into
account, The villagers earn a good amount from fruits like
lichees, and bananas The Hindu immigrants fr?m East Bengal

have introduced a new method of growing betal-leaves (Pan) _
on a large scale. ' In place of the local method of growing betel-
leaves (Pan) as creaper around aeracanut trees thethavé'grbwn
betel leaves around a raised-bamboo =reed plabforms =naic:i,
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For this reason income from this source has increased greatly
in 1962,
2.4, Output per acre of the 3 principal crops is shown in
Table 5.2, Paddy output per acre has decreased slightly in
1962, but for the other two crops it remained almost the same.
The villagers have not used any chemical fertilizer or improved
implements for paddy cultivation. But in sugarcane, jute and
vegetables manures and fertilizers are used and some of the
villagers are convinced that the use of chemical fertilizers

gives much-higher yield of vegetables.

TABLE 5,2
Yield Por AMcre of the PPrincipal Crops 1956 and 1962.
(Communitywise)
Yield per acre(in mds) | Yield per acre (in mds)
Community 1956 - 1962 =
Paddy Jute  Sugar- | Paddy Jute  Sugar-
cane. ~cane.
Assamese Hindu 18,90 1191 25,33 16,10 9,72 21,47
Immigrant Hindu 15,74 12,00 (not 15.76 12.58 (not
grown) grown)
Immigrant Musliml6,.70 15,14 25,98 14.72 11.60 28,86

245, Paddy yield per acre according to farm size is shown in
Table 5.3. Though there is no dirsct relation between the
yield and farm size the yield per acre in farm sizes above

7450 acres is found to be somewhat lower. However it may be
noted that only 3 households had above 7.50 acres of farms under

paddy during 1962,

TABLE 5,3
Paddy Yield per Acre According to Farm Size.
Farm 9ize Yield per acre in Yield per'acre in
(Acre) 1956 1962.
Below 1 Al 14.19
1.,00e2.50 19.30 15,90
2+50=5,00 16,55 13,68
5,00-7,50 18.10 19.50
7450-10,00 12.50 11.88
10,00-15,00 - 13.15
-average for all siz?s 17.28 15.11
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and a good portion of their agricultural produce is meant for

sale, Jute is the main commercial crop for all the three com~
munities, The immigrant Muslims grow vegetables mainly for sale
and their incomec from those crops is quite substantial. In 1956,
the Assamese Hindus did not grow vegetables for sale and the qu=-
antity grown for home consumption was very negligible. But in
1956, they were found to have taken interest in vegetable grow=-
ing and they even produced a small quantity for sale, The immi-
grant Hindus have grown betel leaves (Pan) on a commercial scdes
249, The proportion of sale to total output has increased re-
- markably in 1962, The percentage of sale to total output for
the two years is shown in Table 5.5,
TABLE 5.5,
Percentage of Sale to To 9] L.

T
T

Community | 1956 I 1962
Assamese Hindu ' 28.3 : 35.0
Immigrant : 71.0 : 72.6
Immigrant Muslinm ’ 37.3 : 51.4
it 1
| 50,5
!

ERONTSAST, ool 38.5
|

The high percentage of quantity sold indicate greater degree

of commercialisation in the village.

2410, It may be noted in this connection that the percentage
of sale to total output shown in the above table represents the
sale during that year and does not mean the total saleable quan-
tity as a sizeable portion of the crops were in stock with the
cultivatorse A good quantity of jute was kept in stock for
better price and some plots of vegetables were not ready for
sale at the time of investigation.

2111, Though paddy is the main crop it is mostly consumed

at home and in 1962 only 1.37 per cent of the total output was

sold. The percentage of sale to total crop output is minimum
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amongst the Assamese Mindus because they grow Paddy mainly
for home consumption, But at the time of resurvey they were
found to have taken interest in growing certain crops with
commercial motive, The percentage of sale to total crop
output is hichest among the immisgrant Hindus, It 1s because
of the fact that they mainly grow jute and betal-leaves, 99
per cent of which is sold in the market. In case of the
Muslim community the percentage of sale seems to be not very

high because of their production of paddy which is consumed

at homes . But the percentaze of sale to total production of
the other crops is very high in this community. Moreover this
group had slzable stock in thelr hand at the time of our inves-
tigations It was really a good sign to find that they had
sufficient stock of jute which they kept for better prices
expected in the months ahead. The muslims as a whole are

found to be commercial minded in their agricultural enterprises.
2,12 The residual income received by the farmers i1s shown

in Table 5,6. It was mentioned earlier in this Chapter that

the family labour in mandays devoted to agriculture could not

be collecteds S o the residual income may be taken as the
returns to the family labours The value of the input and output
per acre could not be ascertained precisely, because the \
acreage under certain crops is not known. Nevertheless it is

a fact that input per acre has increased in 1262, It is rather
surprising to find that contrary to the Land Reform Act the
rent paid by the tenants has increased in 1962. The tenant_
cultivators do not get a good income as they have to pay exm=
tremely high rent to the owners of the land. Whereas in 1956
the rent per acre of_}and was about Rs. 118,00 and it has
inereased to Rs. 150/- per acre in 1962, The wages paid by
the farmers has also increased in 1962 This increase is due
to increase in both daily wages and employment of more hired
labour in agriculture. In the item of value of seedsj the
value of paddy seeds is only calculateds The value of seeds

of other crops could not be collected,



iy

2,13, The bright spot in the input structure is that some

of the farmers invest more in agriculture by using chemical

fertilizers.

The quantity of fertilizers used in 1962 was

much higher than that of 1956, ' In fact there was great de-

mand for chemical fertilizers, specially for vegetable cul-

tivation. The use of manures like cowdung has increased but

the quantity used could not be estimated.

2.14, The residual income per household has decreased greatly.

It might be mainly due to the fact that the yield of certain

créps like paddy has dwindled. The residual incomes per family

from agriculture is so low that no one is attracted to the

agricultural occupation.

The income per worker attached to

agriculture could not be calculated as the number of mandays

devoted by the workers exclusively to this occupation is not

available,

2415, The distribution of residual income from agriculture

per household, according to the operational holdings 1s shown

in the following Table.

TABLE 5,7

In Rupees

Residual Income from Cultivation

oa

b

Occupational holdings|Return per house-hold|Return per house-hol
in 1956, in 1962,
Below 1 acre 513.21 373472
1,002, 50 652,91 366425
2450=5,00 860,52 589492
5007450 1,428,26 1,170§89
7+ 50=10,00 1,524,69 2,910400
10¢00~15,00 735.88 1,862,00
TOTAL AVERAGRE. 919,68 620,74
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It is interesting to note that bigger the size of

operational holding higher is the residual income. When the
size of operationai holding is more than 5 acres, the farmers
can grow diverse crops and thereby increase their total income,
although the yield of individual crop might be lower than the
lower size groups.

3. ock Product.

Sl The total value of both livestock production and sale
is shown in Table 5.8. In 1962 the value of livestock product
per household was Rs, 36.08 and sale value of Rs. 9,22 per
house@old. The income from the livestock has slightly increased
in 1962 but the income from this source i: not substantial in

the village economy,

TABLE 5,8
To Vi d Sale of Lj ock P on.
¥ Total value of Live- Total Sale Value
ear Stock production. (Rs)
(Rs) .
1956 sde 2,007.00 397.00
1962 by 9,792.12 2,534,50

In 1956, the percentage of sale of milk was 8,78 and eggs
40,45 and in 1962 the sale of milk has increased to 20,42 per
cent and that of eggs has decreased to 11.27 per cent,

3.2, Total value and sale of livestock production according

to community is shown in Table 5.9. From the data in the

Table it seems that only The Muslim Community keep livestock with
Commercial motive,

3¢3, ILivestock products and their disposal according to occu-
pation is shown in Statement V.3, Milch cattle is kept by
families of both agricultural and non;agricultural occupations,
It may be mentioned here that the yield of milk per cattle is
very low and it was laé 1bs. per milch cattle per day in 1956

and it has not improved at all in 1962, The average milk con-

sumption per person is extremely low and major quantity of milk
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4,44 The households taking up weaving as industry are the
immigrant Hindus and this is their heredit=ry occupation. There
are only two Muslim households in this occupation-
445, Governments effort to rehabilitate these immigrants
helped the immigrant weavers a lot in starting the industry at
Chotahaibar. In 1956 the industry faced trouble in way of
obtaining yarn. In 1960, the weavers formed a cooperstive
Society and now they get regular supply of yarwu from this
society. The Society also assist in markeiing the finis'iad
productss The weavers expressed fhat they are very much bene-
fitted from the Co-operative Society.
4.6, In 1956, there were some households having weaving as
secondary occupation, but no account was taken about it as the
income from this source was very negligibie., Bubt it should be
mentioned in this connection that almost =il the households in
Assamese Villages have their traditional loocms in which they
produce varie*es of garments for use in their families. In
the villages a marriageable Aséamese girl 1is expected to De
expert in weaving and deficiency in this art is considered a
great disqualification. Even the educatedé zirls of the villages
take keen interest in weaving and in fact. waaving is a part
of A ssamese cultural life.
4,74 The details of input and production in the households

having weaving as secondary occupation is shown in Table 5.11.

TABLE 5,11
Households with Weaving as Secondsry Occupation.

No. of | No., of | Total in-Total out-|Net inc..

Community. HeH. looms. put put ome per

(Rs) (Rs) hous@-

hold .

(Bs) - |
Assamese Hindu 16 18 475,75 803,50 20,42 l
Immigrant Hindus 5 7 |22,288.50 |26,546,00 | 815,50 !
|

TOTAL eee  osde 21 25 |22,764.25|27,349,50 | 218,30
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the sources of income and in sucii cases the income is taker.
as income from miscellaneous sources, Because Of the varied
nature of sources of income, possibility. vTowission of sowe
sources cannot be eliminated.
2. The Sources of Village Income,
2.1, The distribution of village income by sources is prc-
sented in Table 6.1, The various sources of the village
income reflect the urban influence in the village‘economy°
Rural economy is generally based on income from agriculturcy

and allied Pursuits; but in Chotahaibar the position is found

. to be reverse. Even in 1956, the income from agriculture in-

cluding livestock formed only about 40 per cont of the tosal
village income, In 1962, the income from this source has
declined to about 15 per cent of the total village income, it
should, however, be noted in this connection that the amour:
of income from agriculture has increased significantly in
1962, though the importance of this source %o other sources
Of income has decreased to a great extent.

2.2, Since the First Point Survey in 1956, there has %oar
rapid increase of income from non~agricultural sources, Mosi
spectacular increase in income is under the source of Arts
and Crafts, Trade and Commerce, Profession and Services and
Casual Labour Wages. The increase is mainly due to the incre.
ase in number of immigrant households of these occupations,
The income under the head Agricultural Labour Wages has
decreased in 1962, This is due to the fact that the Oppox: -
tunities for agricultural wage earning has decreased in thet
area.

Se  Income per Household and per Capita.

Selse The income per capita and per household for 1956 =nc

1962 is given in Table 6,2, Both the per capita and per

household income, for the village as a whole, have increasec

considerably in 1982, than that of 1956, 1In case of housaholis
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TABLE = 6.1

19635

1956
Sources Income P.C, 6Ff Income PhGnor
Total Total
AGRICULTURE ;
¥, Field crops 40,772.50 33,40 38,717.16 8.99
2. Others 5,089,00 4,17 15,869.88 3.68
3. Live stock 2,007,00 1.63 9,792.12 2.27
14
Sub-total from Agril. 47,868,50 39.20 64,379,116 14,94
4. Arts and crafts 12,063.50 9.87 63,706.75 12.47
5. .Trade & Commerce 15,540.00 12.73 123,176.00 28,59
6. Transport 2,300.00 1.88 4,076,00 0.95
7. Profession &
services 12, 380.00 10.14 111,914,00 25.P8
8. Salaried jobs 18,500.00 1k8) ) 39, 688,00 9,21
9. Agrl. labour wage 10,4495.00 8,60 9,449,00 2,19
10. Casual labour
wage 1,940.00 1.59 11,123.50 2.58
1l. Rent from landed
property 4 - - 280,00 0.07
12. House rent 155,00 0.13 2,352.00 0.55
13. Pension &
gratuity 144.00 0.12 4,104.00 0.95
14. Miscellaneous 720,00 0.59 64 558,00 1.52
Grand Total 122,096.,00 |100.00 430,806.41 100.00
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in all the agricultural Occupations, the income per house-

hold has increased slightly but per capita income has de-
creased in 1962, In the households with non-agricultural
occupations the per capita and per household income has
increased significantly.

3.2, The average income per household in the agricultural
occupations, as a whole, is much lower than the households
in non-agricultural occupations, Onlf‘in case of the house-
holds of Rent Receivers the avefage ineome is much higher
than all other occupations, The average income per house-
hold and per capita in all the occupational classes except
the households in the class of ®wner Cultivators, has inc-
reased considerably in 1962, The decrease in income of the
Owner Cultivators is mainly due to two factors. Some of the
Owner Cultivator howsholds of 1962, become Rent Receivers in
1962. Secondly, the other sources of income of the Owner
Cultivators are very limited. Statements VI,1 and VI.2 in the
appendix show the distribution of the village income from
different sources according to the occupational classes in
1956 and 1962,

3.3, In addition to the primary source of income a }cuse-
hold might have several secondary sources too, Statements
VI.1 and VI.2 in the appendix reveal that mgjority of the
households in this village have secondary sources of income.,
Some of the households in the agricultural occupations derive
substantial income from non-agricultural occupations and
households in the hon-agricultural occupations also derive
some income from agriculture. Only in case of weaver house-
holds the income from secondafy sources is very negligible.
3¢4,  The income per household according to operational
holdings in 1962, is shown in Table 6.3, Income per house-
hold in the bigger size groups of operational land holdings
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TABLE

6.2

DISIRIBUTION OF VILLAGE INCOME PER HOUSEHOLD AND PER CAPITA BiY:

OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES

(Figures in Rupees)

1956 1962
Occupational Group Per
Per Capita Per Per Capitgq
household P household ap

1. Owner cultiva-

tion 1,467,35 201.40 1,221.54 148.63
2. Tenant Culti-

vation 981.25 157.00 1,286.29 230.38
3. Agricultural :

Labour 772 .44 167.01 950, 13 180.02
4. Rent receivers - - 2,566.75 334.79
e
Sub-total Agrl. 1,195,20 189,34 1,289.80 185.06
8. Production other

than Agrl. 1,083.47 172.70 1,778.13 281.78
6. Trade, Commerce

& Transport 1,525.55 228457 1,810.76 263,07
7.+ Salaried jobs - - 1,952.36 288.61
8. Profession &

Services 1,969.11 300,37 1375001 258,81
9. Miscellancous —— — 1,472.00 147.20
Sub-total Non-
Agricultural 1,407.08 217898 1,638.29 262,08
Grand Total 1,298,89 203.49 1,555.26 242.16

Note :~ Prices relate to the years under reference.
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is higher than the households having smaller size groups. But
as the income of the households is not confined to the agri-
culture alone, the relationship between income and size group
of operational holdings has very little significance. The
distribution of the village income from different sources acc-
ording to operational land holdings in 1962, is given in
Statement VI.3 in the appendix. It may be noted that the
households having bigger size of operational land holdings
derive their major part of income from agriculture and income

from other sources is very small,

TABLE 6,3,
INCOME PER HOUSEHOLD ACCORDING TO OPERATIONAL HOLDINGS 1962,

Operational Holdings . No. of | Income per houé%-
(Acres) households hold (&5.

Landless 70 1,388,70

Below 1.00 ‘ 152 1,658,44

1,00~2, 50 21 992.31

2450-5,00 22 1,687.85

5.00~7,50 . 8 1,654.,64

7+50~10,00 2 3,962, 50

10.00-15,00 2 2,945,50

LOTAL 277 1,552,26

3¢5, Distribution of income per household and per capita
accordlng to community is given in table 6.4, Income per
household was highest among the Assamese Hindus in 1956 and
1t reméined in the same order in 1962. The average income
per household has increased in all the communities in 1962
and in case of the Immigrant Hindus the increase is quite
significant,
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found to be applicable for calculating the household expen-
diture on consumption. The value of home rroduced goods con-
sumed at homes are inputed at the prevailing market prices.
‘The annual expenditure on non-food articles are collected fer
the year as a whole and the data on this aspect is considered to
be fairly reliable.
4.2, The distribution of village expenditure under different
heads during 1956 and 1962 is shown in Table 6.5. The percentage
of expenditure on food items has reduced considerably at the
time of resurvey. Contrary to general expectatien, the percen-
tage of expenditure on education has remained almost the same
in 1962, But the expenditure on ceremonials and entertainmeht,
clothing and footwear, fuel and lighting and other luxury goods
has increased considerably.
4.3, Annual expenditure in different heads according to occu-
pational classes in 1956 and 1962 is given in Statement VI.4.
and Statement VI. 5, in the Appendix. Distribution of village
expenditure per household and per capita by occupational classes
in 1956 and 1962 is shown in Table 6.6.

TABLE 6.6,

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGE EXPENDITURE PER HOUSEHOLD AND PER CAPITA
BY OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES 1956 AND 1962.

1956 1962

Occupational Par H.H. |Per capita |Per H.H, |Per caplta.

Group
1. Owner cultivat4l,654.40 227.08 1,810.77 | 220,32

or
2. Tenant culti-

vator 1,304,01 208,64 1,296.40 232,19
3. Agrl. labour 768.07 166,07 1,202.17 | 228,99
4. Rent Receiver —_ - 2,600,42 339.18
TOTAL OF AGRL, 1,329,76 210.66 1,641.49 235.52 ‘

COYIGETa otelis s Totelatnlers s aleterule
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1956 1962
Occupational Per H.H. |Per capita [Per H.H, Per capita.
Group
5. Productien
other than Agrl|l,509,24 247,42 2,135.83 338.46
6. Trade commer- |1,717.56 281 L 1,901,74 276,29
ce & Transport
7. Salaried jobs)
8. Profession & }(1,312.21 200,17 1,489.33 | 280.81
Services,
9. Miscellaneous] 1,184.60 | 118.46
TOTAL OF NON- 1,547.68 239,71 1,749,75 279.91
|AGRL;,
GRAND TOTAL 1,436,40 225.40 1,723.95 268,43

4.4, At the time of resurvey, expenditure has increased by
about Rs. 287/~ per household and Rs., 43/- per capita. O6f
course, the estimated expenditure relates to current prices.

As a whole, the expenditure per household and per capita is
lower in the households/agricultural occupations than the
household in non-agricultural occupations, in both the counts.

In 1956, expenditure per household was lowest among the Agricul-
tural labour and it remained lowest in 1962 also. At the time of
first point survey the expenditure per household was highest in
the occupational class Trade, Commerce and Transport, but at

the time of resurvey the expenditure.per household became highest
in the occupation of Rent Receivers., In 1956, the per capita income
was lowest among the Agricultural Labours, but in 1962 it became

lowest among in the households of Miscellaneous occupations,

4,5, .
5 Annual expenditure per household and per capita accor-

ding to community for 1962 ig shown in Table 6.7, Data on per

household ang Per capitg expenditure according to community

for 1956 is not available,
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TABLE 6,7
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE PER HOUSEHOLD AND PER CAPITA 1962,
(Communitywise)
5 Bxpenditure per |Expenditure per
Community Household Capita.
L. Assamese Hindu 2,112,73 274,54
fe Immigrant Hindu 1,739.22 278.96
B, Immigrant Muslim 1,599,88 248.63
GRAND TOTAL: 1,723.95 268,43

The annual expenditure per household is highest among
the Assamese Hindus who are the Ooriginal inhabitants of the
viilage. Income per household is also highest in this community.
Per capita expenditure among the Assamese Hindus and the Immi -
grant Hindus is almost similar but it is lower in case of the
Immigrant Muslims., Annual expenditure under different heads
acoording to communities is shown in Statement VI. 6 in the
Appendix.
5. Income and Expenditure.
5.1, The average income and eéxpenditure per household gives
a very gloomy picture. The average deficit per household is quite
considerable in both the counts. In 1956, there was somewhat remar-

kable surplus in the occUpations of Salaried jobs, Profession

and Bervices and miscellaneous occupations. It is interesting
to note that the Agricultural Labours also had slight surplus
during that year, But in 1962, the position has deteriorated.,
Some surplus in the family budget is found in salaried job and
miscellaneous occupations. But in all other occupations there
was deficit of varying amounts. The deficit was lowest among
the tenant cultivators. The average deficit om surplus per
household according to the occupational classes is shown in
Table 6.8, '
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5en The actual number of households having surplus or
deficit is shown in Table 6,%.
TABLE 6,9

SURPLUS AND DEFICIT HOUSEHOLDS ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIONAL
DISTRIBUTION 1962,

‘Occupational Group Total NO.| No.Of sur~i No.of defin
of S Hs He pluss Hy He S et H, H 1
1l. Owner cultivator 32 8 24
(25.00)
2. Tenant cultivator 12 4 8
(33.33)
3. Agrl. labour [ 16 4 12
_ (25.00)
4. Rent Receiver { 6 2 4
; (83.33)
|
Sub-total of Agrl, | 66 18 48
| (EoEm)
5. Production other than Agrl, 29 8 e ol
| (27.59) | ;
6, Trade,Commerce & Transport, 77 36 i 41 i
| (46.75) | :
7. Salaried jobs 17 9 1 8 F
(52.94) | :
8. Profession & services. 83 25 i 58 1
(30.12) { {
9. Miscellaneous 5 1 ! “ |
(20.00) | f
Sub-total of Non-Agrl. 211 79 ‘132 |
(37.44)
GRAND TOTAL: 277 97 180 :
; (35,02) , {
Bracketed figures are percentage of total households in each

occupation,

The actual number of households having surplus or deficit in
each occupation is shown in this table. The number of households
having deficit is almost double the number of households having
surplus, in the village as a whole. Data for 1956 on this aspect
is not available. /

5.3, The average deficit per household according to community
is shown in Table 6.10. In average expenditure is found to

exceed income in all the three communities.
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TABLE 6,10

AVERAGE SURPLUS OR DEFICIT PER HOUSEHOLD ACCORDING TO
COMMUNITY --1962.

" Average In- Average Exp-| Surplus §+§
Community come. enditure Deficit (-
Assamese Hindu 1,788,058 [|'2,112,78 -324,68
Immigrant Hindu 1,565.51 | 1,739.22 =178 71
Tmmigrant Muslim 1,479.01 | 1,599.88 -120,87
GRAND TOTALs 1,555,26 1,723.95 -168.69

The deficit is found to be highest among the Assamese
Hindus., As they are the ofiginal settlers, their economic
condition should have been better than the immigrant settlers,
but the actual state of affairs is quite the reverse.

S5.4. As the average expenditure per household exceeds average
income, the household must borrow money from some sources. In
the first point survey also majority of the households had
deficit in their family budgets. It seems that the villagers
could not adjust themselves to the urban environment. The culti-
vators could not exploit the situation fully to earn more money
by intensive cultivation for which there is easy marketing faci-
lities in the nearby town. On the other hand, the avenues of
expenditure has increased gradually for rapid urbanisation of
the village.

6. Village Tndebtedness.

6.1. The amount of loan tsken by the villagers is very high,
and at the time of resurvey majority of the households of the
village were found to be indebted. Indebtedness by years of
borrowing for years 1956--1962 is shown in table 6.11., While
total indebtedness in the village was only Rs. 32,441 in 1956,
the amount increased to Rs. 161,855 by 1962, A major portion of
these loans are comparatively old. Repayment of loans and number

of households taking loan before 1956 is not available,
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TABLE 6.11

INDEBTEDNESS BY YEARS OF BORROWING FOR THE PERIOD ENDING
' 1956 AND 1962.

(In rupees)

|
1
!

%gr_gggi_od_emding 1956 T “For period ending 1962
ear of tak4 Total am- ~ " F .0 = po,of H.
ing loan. ount of | Year of| No.of H.ngggilo?m‘g:;;gnze Falking Td-
debt. taking | taking upto 1963payment
loan. | loan, debt. 2
Before :
Before 1951 ]4271.00 |1957-58 ] 12975,00 |-= -
195152 3025.00 |[1957-58 14 15210,00 | "275.00 2
1952-53 2700,0¢ | 1958-59 15 17235.00 f== -
1953-54 8750,00 | 1959-60 36 26856,00 |*:520.,C0 73
1954-55 9645,00 | 1960-61 44 40955,00 | 4870,00 2
1955-56 4050,06 | 1961-62 147 48623.86 425,00 '5)
TOTAL 32441,00 | TOTAL —— 161854,86 | 6090,00 12

It is interesting to note that the amount of repayment
is quite negligible in comparison to the amount of the loan
incurred each year. Data on repayment are not available for
years ;rior sto 195G,

6.2. As almost all the households are running deficit it is

not possible on their part to repay the loans timely. Moreover,
the recent immigrant settlers are not yet in a position to sta-
bilize their economic condition in a new area and they are, to

a great extent dependent on Government loans.

Endh The major source of loan is the Government. Many immi-
grant Hindu families have received refugee loans from the Gov=-
ernment. Other important sources are Traders and Money Lenders, -
Businessmen and Friends and Relatives. Loans borrowed from diff-
erent sources is shown in Table 6.12.

The refugee loans are issued to the immigrants mainly for
purchasing land; COnstructing‘houses and establishing small scale
industries. Borrowings from Traders are of periodic nature, ..
Such loans arise out of the purchase of daily necessities or

credit from traders. 'These are paid at periodic intervals. =
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TABLE 6.12.

LOANS ACCORDING TO DIFFERENT SOURCES.

eriod ending | For period ending
& a 1962

Sources or Agencies 1956
E Amolmt P . Co Amount P . Co
(R ) (Rs)

1. Neighbouring culti-

vatgrs. 6,036,00 | 18,61 2,720,00 1.68
2. Government 13,710,00 | 42,26 74,525.00| 46.05
3¢ Traders and Money

Lenders 4,925,00 | 15,18 27,618.25( 17.06
4. Businessman 4,160,00 | 12.82 24,942,74| 15,41

5. Friends and Relatives 2,510.00| 7.74 23,373.87| 14,44
6+ Others 1,100.00( 3,39 8,675.00| 5,36

TOTAL: 32,441,00(100,00 161,854,86 |100.00

Loan is also taken from the Bfsinessmen with the agreement that
after the harvesting, the crops are to be sold to them in an
already agreed price, Loans taken from the friends and relatives
are also quite substantial, It was reported that certain money
lenders charge very high interest from the poor villagers,

6.4, Importance of Government agencies as supplier of credit
has increased furgher since the First Point Survey. Government
Agency now account for nearly half of the total credit in the
village, Excepting neiib“~ring cultivators importance of all
other soureeé has iﬁcreasgd} ‘The declining importance of neigh-
bouring cultivator may be dus to' their inability to save and
lend money in the context of the increasing rise in prices and
expenditure in new items,

645, Nature of indebtedness according to occupational classes
for 1956 ang 1962 are shown in the Statement VI,7 in the Appen-
dix. It will be evident from the Statement that in 1962 the

the position hag slightly changed by 1962, The amount of current

debt has also increaseq considerably, Indebtedness Per householq
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according to occupational classes is shown in Table 6,13,

TABLE 6.13°*

INDEBTEDNESS PER HOUSEHOLD ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES.

1956 1962
Occupational classes ndebtedness| Indebtedness
per H.H. per Debt in-
curring H,H,
1. Owner cultivator 249,86 442,41 643,50
2+ Tenant cultivator 437,50 307.50 461,25
3. Agrl, labour 35.94 83.44 148,33
4. Rent receiver - 1,025.00 2,050.00
Sub~total 194,19 383,82 603,14
5. Production other than .
Agrl, 555,00 1,899.45 2,040,15
6. Trade commerce'and .
Transport 522,06 554,47 837,15
7. Salaried jobs 268,24 760,00
8. Profession and Services| 349,44 411.86 923,90
9« Miscellaneous - . oy
SUB-TOTAL 502,61 647,03 1,128.29
GRAND-TOTAL 345,12 584,31 992,97
6.6, It is interesting to note that the indebtedness per

household is highest in the
Receivers, Production other

and Transport,

Many of the

households in occupations of Rent

than Agriculture, Tpade, Commerce

households even with higher income

have taken Government loan for construction of buildings and

for establishing small scale industries etc,

6e76
sources is showﬁ in Table 6,14,
highest amount of loan from Businessmen and Friends and Relatives.

The Immigrant Hindus secured highest loan from Government sources.,

Distribution of loans according to communities and

The Assamese Hindus have borrowed

The Immigrant Muslims are mainly dependent upon Friends and

Relatives in securing loans.

The informants revealed that major
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TABIE 6,14
LOANS ACCORDING TO COMMUNITIES BY DIFFERENT SOURCES FOR THE PERIOD
ENDING 1962, i
Sources or Agen- | Assamese Hindu = _Tmmigrant Hindu| Immigrant Muslim
cies., Amount | P,C, |, Amount !P. C. ’ Amount | P.C,
- ® | ® (Bs)

&

1. Nei hbouring | ] )
cultivators 260.00( 1,62 ' 2,030,00 | 1.76 430,00 4 1,40

2. Government | 2,000.00| 12.48 |72,275.00 | 62.73( 25€.00 | 0.82

; |
3. Traders and |1,060.,00| 6.61 21,781.75 18.901 4,776.50 | 15,61
MOney lender o i

o Businessman | 8,037,00| 5M,15 10,200.74 8.855'6,705.00 21,91

!
5. Friends and 4,470,00| 27,892 4,683.87 | 4.,07/14,220,00 | 46.46
Relatives ; i “

6. Others 200.00| 1.25 | 4,250.00| 3,69! 4,225.00 | 13.80
%5TAL: [16,727.00/ 160,00 115,251, 36 |180.00 30,676, 59 100.50
| (9.90) (71,19) (18.91)

! I

Figures in the brackets are percentage of total debt for the period
ending 1962 i,e, percentage of Rs, 161,854.86,

portion of the loans taken for various productive purpose were also
spent in consumption,

6.8 Table 6.15 shows the distribution of loans according to purpose
for which it is borrowed. It may be seen in the table that almost half
the loans borrowed by the villagers is meant for expansion of their
business and for éstablishment of &ikall scale industries, especially for
handlooms Next in order of importance comes the loans taken for house
construction, followed by loans for consumption purposes,

6.9.  Statement VI, g shows the loans taken by different communities
according to purpose., 411 the three communities secured loan mainly
for business ang industries, house building and for consumption purposes,
The Bengali Hindu households, affected by the language disturbanee
during 1968, wers gréﬁted loan by the State Government,

7. Purchase and Sale of Capital Assets,
Zoily

Purchase and sale of capital assets during 1650-56 and 1956-G2-

by OCcupational classes is shown in Statement VI.9 ang Vi.,1l9 respectively

in the Appendix. For the period of 1760-56, data on sale and purchase
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TABLE 6,15
DIFFERENT PURPOSES OF LOAN SECUEED DURING THE PERIOD
1956 ==~62
'Purposes ' Total Amount P.C.
(ks)
1, Consumption ' 12,420,87: 7.68
2, Business and industries | 78,204,24 48,32
3. House building and Repairiné 38,565,00 23.83
4, Agricultural ;‘ 1,330.00 0.82
5. Marriage . 1,560.00 0.96
6. Medical 2,300,00 1.42
2 Brimolisse: of Gow,aud Bullock | 770,00 | 0.48
8. Purchase of land 3,600,00 2.22
9. Clearance of 0ld debt and
' Mortgaged Land, 54250,00 3.24
10.Disturbance 4,325.00 2,67
11, Others 13,529.75 I 8.36
TOTAL: 161,854,86 100,00 '

of land and livestock are Only available. During that period

the amount received from sale of livestock was almost equal to that
of amount spent for purchase of such articles. But during the
period of 1956-62 the volume of transactions increased to g very
great extent,

7.2, During 1956-62, the sale of land and livestock dominated

the other items of sale. The highest sale of land oceured in the
occupational classes Owner Cultivators and in Trade, Commerce and
Iransport, It may be noted that the Agricultural Labours also sold
land during that period. It is reported that unhealthy and old
livestock are sold out, to purchase better stock., The sale of

Jewellery is very insignificant and is reported to be distress-
sale, made at the time of Scarcity,

7e3s  The highest amount is spent in building construction.

Expenditure in construction of 200d houses is considered very
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worthwhile by the villagers. The amount spent in purchasing
land is also fairly high., Land is purchased by households in
all the occupational classes, The immigrants try their best to
purchase land and majority of them have already purchased land in
the village, Majority of the purchasers of land belong to non-
agricultural occupations, During the last 5 years 36 mew tube wells
had been sunk in the village. These tube wells are used for
household purposes and not for irrigation., The weavers have
purchased certain costly looms which is a good investment in
handloom industry, In case of households in agricultural occu-
pations expenditure in livestock is an important item, The inves~
tment in Post 0ffice Saving Bank Accounts, Bank and L, I, Coy
though not very high, is significant as majority of the housg-
holds have deficit family budgets. Amount spent in purchasing
durable goods is not very high in comparison to other items,
7.4, Statement VI,11 in the Appendix shows the Sale and
purchase and capital assets during 1956-62, according to oper-
ational holdings., Land is s0ld by the households belonging to
different sizes of Operational holdings., But the maximum sale
of land, livestock, Jewellery and Other items were made by the
households having operational holdings below 1 acre., Purchase of
land, livestock machinery and other capital assets were made
mainly by the households having operational holdings of below 1

acre of land, Majority of these households are immigrant settlers
in the village,

7454 Sale and purchase of capital assets during 1956-62 accor-
ding to communities is shown in Statement VI,12 in the Appendix,
Purchase and Sale of land among the Assamese Hindus is almost
equal. In case of the Immigrant Hindus the value of land purchased
is much higher than sale and in case of Immigrant Mus1ims the sale
is much higher than purchase. The machineries are purchased by the
immigrant Hindu and Muslim Settlers. The amount Spent in building
construction, purchase of Jewellery is also highest among the
Imuigrant Hindus and Immigrant Muslims. Investment in Post

Offices and Banks is net made by the Assamese Hindus at all.,
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CHAPTER VII e

4 LEVELS OF LIVING AND OPINION AND ATTITUDE OF THE VILLAGERS.

1. INTRODUCTORY.
1.1e Level of living means the average plane of living
‘sof a group of people in a particular period of time, This
can be jJjudged by examing the standard of food, clothing
and shelter and durable consumer goods used by the people,
Because of their close contact with the urban life, many
villagers consider the standard of living of the town people
as the ideal one and are striving hard to reach that level.
Many of them are found to imitate the urban way of lifes The
recent change in their food habit, clothing, acquisition of
durable goods etec., all confirm this trend Inspite of their
tendency towards urban way of life, the majority of the
villagers are in subsistanée level of living and any attempt
' to fgAtets. urban 1ife cannot go far enough. The analysis in

the following sections will give an idea of the level of living
of the people of Chotahaibar.

2, Standard of Housing.

2¢ls The standard of housing reflects the economic condition
and levels of living of a household to a great extent, This is
particplarly true in rural areas. But in Chotahaibar the
situatiog is somewhat different. The immigrant settlers : zrn.
secured high amount of loan from the Government sources and
constructed somewhat better houses than even some of the
original settlers., So the standard of housing cannot invariably
be related to the economic condition of the people.

2.,2s In this village, in most cases, living and business are
combined together under the same roof and in many cases in the
same room. Many of the residential units are also partly used as
kitchen, cattle-shed and granary and relative share of each

" aceemmodation could not be ascertained. In 1956, 5 families did
not own any housing units and lived in part houseiwith the
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relatives. In 1962, 2 families had no separate house of their

own and were living with their relatives. Moreover, 28 famnilies
were living in rented houses at the time of resurvey. Although
this is not a rural characteristic, the village Chotahaibor
situated as it is at the fringe of a growing town, has derived
the opportunities of receiving income for a new source of house
letting. Most of the persons living in the rented house are
not the permanent settlers of the village.
243 Number of persons living per residential unit according
to occupational classes is shown in Table 7.7,
TABLE 7.1,
RESIDENTIAL UNIT ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES.

Occupational classes {Sggons S unigsz
1. Owner cultivator ' 3.5 3.9
2. Tenant cultivator 5.0 3l
3e Agri, labour 4,9 4.4
4, Agri., Rent Receiver - 5.1
5. Production other than Agri- 3.9 5.4
culture,
6. Trade, Commerce & Transport 4,7 5.5
7. Salaried Jobs X - 5.2
8. Profession and Services [ 4,1 4.9
9. Miscellaneous % 8e3
TOTAL3 4,3 4.8 |
i

It is evident from the above Table that in 1962 number of

persons per residential unit has increased in all the none-

agricultural occupations.,

2.4s Table 7.2. shows the square feet per household and floor
space available per person in 1962, according to occupational

classes. The data on this aspect - for 1956 is not available.
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TABLE 7.2, i

DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENTIAL ACCOMODATION BY OCCUPATION-=1962,
== il DU O UL RBOIDENTIAL AGC

Residential accomodation ava-
Occupational classes ilable i
Sq,feet per H.H Sq. feet per
capita,
11, Owner cultivator 490,44 59,67
2., Tenant cultivator 390,33 69,91
3. Agrl, labour 264,19 50,32
4. Agrl, Rent receiver 589,83 76.93
5« Production other than 353,97 56.09
Agriculture,
6. Trade Commerce and
Tpansport 335,29 48,71
7. Salaried jobs 401,29 59.32
8« Profession and services 235,40 44.30
Qe Miscellaneous 387.60 38.76
TOTAL: 334,02 52,01

The residential accomodation available seems to be quite
satisfactory, The floor space available is highest among the
Agricnltunal Rent Receivers and lowest among the persons in the
Miscellaneous Occupations, The persons in the Miscellaneous
Occupation are recent immigrants to the village and are living
in small houses of temporary nature.

2,54 Floor space available per household and per capita accor-

ding to community is shown in TablieN 7.8,

TABLE 7,3,
RESIDENTIAL ACCOMODATION ACCORDING TO COMMUNITY,
Community Area in Sq.ft |Area in Sq, ft,
per H. H, per capita,
1, Assamese Hindu 516,17 66,94
2. Immigrant Hindu 293,93 47,15
B¢ Immigrant Muslim 359,33 55,84
TOTAL 334.02 ! 52.01
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The floor space available per person is highest among the

original settlers; the Assamese Hindus. But availability
of the floor space alone does not indicate the standard of
housing fully. The nature of accomodation is also an impor-
tant criterion of judging the standard of housing.
2.6, The most common type of structure of the buildings in
Chotahaibar are made of reed walls plastered with mud, mud
floor and thatched roof, The next common type is also made
with same materials but roofing is done with C.I, Sheets.
Soma of the immigrant settlers use kerosene oil tin sheets
for roofing . There are only 11 modern type of buildings.
The number of units according to nature of constructions is
shown in Table 7.4, below. Details of residential units by
nature of construction is shown in Statement VII.1 in the
appendix,

TABLE 7.4.

DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENTIALIUNITS BY NATURE OF CONSTRUCTION

Notins No, of Residen-|Percentage
tial units.

1: Brick walls C.I. Sheet roofs

and pucca floor. 2 0.54
24 Brick walls, C.I. Sheet roofs

and Katcha floor 8 2ol T
3e Brick walls, thatched roofs

and Katcha floor, 1 0.27
44 Reed Katcha walls, C.I. Sheets|

roofs and Katcha floor. 113 30,71
5. Reed Katcha walls thatched

roofs and Katcha floor. 244 66,31

TOTAL ; | 368 100,00

2.7. Distribution of residential buildings by nature of con-
struction in different communities is shown in Statement VIS
in the Appendix. It is evident from the Statement that all the

modern type of buildings are possessed by the Immigrant Hindu
settlers,
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248, Table 7.5 snows the distribution of the househnlds
in relation to use pattern of the non-residential units.

There are a number of households having single unit buildings

used for all purposes.
' TABLE 7.5

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS IN RELATION TO USE PATTERN OF
NCN~RESIDENTTIAL UNITS.

ture | Years
i 11956 i 1962

1. No. of households with out j

separate establishment, 120 50

i

2. No. of Households with | g

separate kitchen 65 213
3. No, of households with ,

separate cattle sheds 44 its 1
4, No. of households with N.d. 10 i

‘separate granaries. i
5. No.of households with 3

residential units let NeA. 19 ‘

for rent,

In 1956, out of 94 households, 20 households used the
residential houses for all burposes. In 1962, out of 277
households, 50 households had no separate establishment, It
is interesting to nots that though there are 66 households
in agricultural occupation only 10 of them have separate gra-
naries, Only a few households of Immigrant settlers have
latrines in their houses,

2.9, It may be nosed in this connsction that there 1s scarcity
of certain building materials especially of C.I. sheets, C.I.
Sheet is a controlleq commodity and there is neavy demand for
this.. C.I. Sheet is said to have been sold in black-market
3 to 4 times of the controlled rate. But the poor villagers
cannot afford ® purchase thig essential commodity at such a

high rate. Op ths whole, housing condition of the village has
slightly improved at the time of resurvey,
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4, Standard of Consumption.
4,1, The standard of consumption of the villagers with per

capita income of Rs. 242,16 in 1962, can_easily»be guessed, It
is mentioned earlier that the villagers are in the subsistance
level of living and in analysis it is observed that the stamdard
of food is of somewhat inferior quality. The data on standard
of food consumption for 1956 is not available, But it can be
presumed that the standard of food has not improved at all at
the time of resurvey., Per capita consumption of food per morth
during 1962 according to community is given in the Statement
VII.5 in the Appendix. It may be noted in the Statement that
the standard of food is most inferior in case of households in
the occupation of Agricultural labour and Miscellaneous group.
4,2, Table 7.7 below, gives the 'per capita consumption data,
for certain items of food, for the ﬁillage as a wholes
TABLE 7.7
PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF éERTAIN FOOD ITEMS--1962,

‘

Itams e e
1. Rice 458 165,00
2. Other cereals 38 13,80
3. Pulses 27 9,72
4, Milk and Dahi 29 10,44
5. Sugar 15 5,40
6. Gur : 10 3,72
7s Mystard oil 10 3.72
8s Salt 22 7492

Table 7.7, and Statement VII,5 indicates that the villagers

do not get balanced diet. But it should be noted that majority
of the villagers get fresh vegetables from thelir gardens and
fresh milk from their cattle., Some of the villagers collect

fish from nearby rivers and streams for their home consumption,
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No data are available on the quantity of fish so consumed., It

may, however, be stated that the calorific value of the food
articles consumed by the villagers is much higher than similar
articles available in the urban markets,

4.3 The consumption standard o cloth for the village as a
whole is not satisfactory. The annual expenditure on cloth

per head during 1956 was RS. 11/=- and in 1962 the per head eXD=
enditure increased to Rs, 18/=. The increase in expenditure,

by and large, is due to the increase in value of cloth and not
increase in cloth in terms of yards, However, the dress
pattern of the villagers, especially that of the younger gener-
ation is becoming gradually urbanised. Most of the villagers are
found to be neatly dressed.

5, Opinions and Attitudes

5.1, The opinion and attitude indicates the dynamics of

social and economic life of the people to a great extent. The
reaction of the people towards the Developmental work under

Five Year Plans and other changes has been taken into consider-
ation, Unfortunately, much time could not be devoted in collect~
ing data on opinion and attitude and dayﬁon only certain aspects
are available,. |

5.2, .l.and Reform.

Majority of the cultivators are found to be unaware of
land Reform measures of the State Government, The.most important
Land Reform measureils the Adhiar-Act which fixes the share of
produce between the share cropper and land-lords. Only about 25
per cent of the cultivators are aware of this Act., But no share
cropper has availed the provision of the Act. It may be mentioned
that the tenant cultivators pay high rent to the land lords, but
due to the extreme scarcity oi land they cannot avail the pro-

vision of the Adhiar-act,

548, Improved Farming Practices.

The farmers work hard in their field but they are found
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CHAPTER VIII.

CONCLUSIONS.

1. In the foregoing Chapters, somewhat detailed discussion
has been made on the changes that have come about in the over=-
all Social and Economic life of Chotahaibar. Though origin-
ally, the village was selected for studying the urban impact
on the village, the subsequent development has brought another
very important force of change iﬁ the form of settlement of
immigrants though the latter is, to some extent a result of the
urban impact. Chotahaibar is neither a representative village
of the district or of the State as a whole due to its cosmo-
politan charactér.

2 The original Assamese inhabitants, the Immigrant Hindus and
the Immigrant Muslims are three distinct groups in the village.
The social cohesion is, by and large, lacking between these
three groups. The newly established Village Panchayat has,
however, provided the villagers with a common forum through
which different welfare works have now been undertaken through
joint efforts of all the village communities. Group conflict
and rivalry seldom occur., In the socio-religious matters, all
the three groups maintain aloofness from one another, and
perform the socio-religious ceremonies within their group.

But instances are not rare when some of the Assamese Hindus
have invited some of the enlightgned immigrant settlers of
their social and religious ceremonies e.g. marriage Shradha
etc. The immigrants also reciprocated in their turn. Thus

» good relationship between the 'o0ld' and the 'new people"
has developed in the village.

3« The original inhahi tants of the village who are exposed
to exogenous forces seem to have found it difficult to adjust
themselves to the new situation. The economic condition of
this section of the people has not improved as they have not

been able to exploit the economic opportunities available to
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them on account of the increasing pace of urbanisation near
the village. On the other hand, the immigrants from East
Bengal, both Hindus and Muslims, have to a great extent ad-
Justed themselves in economic and social fields in the new
environment. The immigranfs have more adoptability and can
avail the new opportunities easily,

4, The unceasing flow of immigrants into the village, with
different culture and technological knowhow has influenced the
socio-economic structure of the original settlers to a certagin
extent., Nowgong is a surplus district, in regard to the pro-
duction of food grains and commercial crops. Credit for this
must be given to the immigrant settlers. The Muslim settlers
of Chotahaibar are ideal cultivators in their own way and the
Assamese Hindus have learnt a lot from them. The growing of
Jute has been taken by the Assamese cultivators on account of
the success zehieves by the immigrant settlers in growing the
crop.

S5 In the economic fields the immigrants have not directly
competed with the original inhabitant. It is true that due

to the settlement of the immigrants, the pressure on cultivable
land has risen, and the tenant cultivators have to pay more rent.
Some cultivable land is now used for construction of buildings.
The land value has also increased by 3 to 4 times than what

1t was five years backe. Somec of the original inhabitants now
prefer to lease out their land to immigrants at high rent. It
1s observed that the Assamese Hindus, in general, are now inc-
lined to accept non-agricultural occupations and more especi-
ally the white-collar Jobs. Agriculture is considered as a
hon-paying occupation. An educated man is considered to be
most unfortunate if he has to stick to agriculture.

€. Within a short period the immigrants have c¢stablished
themselves in a new area and the economic condition of some

of the immigrants are found to be better than the original po-

pulation. Majority of the immigrants purchased land in the
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of operational holdings are so un-economic that even the

Very sincere cultivators cannot expect to stick to agriculture
in future. The cultivatcrs have not accepted any improved
agricultural methods. No one has procured any improved agri-
cultural implements. Villagers consider such implements to be
inferior to the traditional implements. The knowledge of uti-
1ity of the chemical fertilizers 1sy however, spreading gra-
dually.

9+ With the increase in pressﬁre of population it is felt
that the cultivators will face greater difficulties in future.
If the village is brought under the Muncipality, and consequently
the tax is imposed the economic hardship of the villagers will
be intensified,

10. Weaving is the most important small scale industry of
Chotahaibar. The importance of this occupation in the village
economy has increased at the time of resurvey. The weavers have
received Government patronisation in the form of loan for ex-
bansion of this industry. The weavers have purchased certain
costly looms and expanded their industry. The income per house-
hold and per capita is better than that of agriculture, However,
there are certain limitatione in expansion of this industry.
The‘weavers produce only rough type of traditional garments and
they are now facing keen competition from outside supplies. In
any case, the weavers,; expect a better future and hope to ex~
pand their industry afterwards,

alaf s In the last decade - a Hindu social reformer of the
village hag Successfully introduced certain simple religious
ceremonies relating to marriage and death. Most of the Assamese
Hindu: villagers at the moment, have adopted the reformed rituals
in preference to traditional Bfahminieal religious rites,
Throughout the Brahmaputra valley, amongst the followers of
Mahapurush Sri Sankardev, this newtered has soread and section

of Mahapurusﬁas have adopted the reformed rules. It may also
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AGRO—ECONOMIC RESEARCH. CENTRE
FOR NORTH EAST INDIA,

JORHAT,

List of Research Projects completed upto December, 1965,

A+ VILLAGE STUDIES:

Sl.No. Hame of Villages District and Forces of Change
4 State

(4) EIRST POINT VILLAGE SURVEYS.
ZIRST POINT VILLAGE SURVE

1 Kanther Tegrang U. Mikir & N,C. Urban impact on g
. {Report on socio-EconomicHills, Assam, Jhum v1lfa§3-
survey of a Mikir village)

2e Kathaliacherra Tripura Jhumia colonisation
(Report on Socio-Economic schema,
Survey of Jhumia Settle—
ment)

S Morangaon Sibsagar,Assam Minor Irrigation ¥rai-c
(Report on Socio-Economic Project.

Survey of g village in
Brehmaputra valley)

(B) VILLAGE, RESURVEYS s
~=LLAGE ; RESURVEYS

2 Dispur ) Kamrup, Assam Urban Impact in a
(4 study of Socio~Economic Trital Village.
changes in a village near
Gauhati)

2o Chotahaibar Nowgong, 4ssam. Urban Impact and Immi-

A study of 50cio~ECcom
nomic changes in 1
village near Nowgong)

B: AD-HOC STUDIES,
Name of the Study Nature of study

Lo State Trading in Paddy in Assam Based on Official data and
Field Investigation,

gration,

2. Changing pattern of Village Case study in Six villages.
Leadership in North East
India,
o Changes in conditions of Case study in Thres villages.
Agricultural Labour,
4, Assessument ang Gvaluation of Case Study of Five Farming
Cooperative Farming Societies Societies,
in Assam,
3 "I
5 Working of Fair Price Shops for Case Stu@y of shops in (%
) Foodgrgins in Assam. Gavnhatl ‘grd Jorhat.
G Farmers! Response to Improved Case Study of 100 Farmers in
Agricultural Practices under Cachar District.
I-AmDnPt
Yo Agricultural Ppices in North Based on official data,

East India,
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SUMMARY OF CHOTAHAIBAR.

1. Introductory.

1Ladls The first point survey of the village Chotahaibar
(situated near Nowgong Town, Assam) was conducted by the
Agro-ficonomic Rescarch Centrec for ¥, + India, Eantiniketan,
in December 1956, The resurvey was undertaken by the Jorhat
Centre during March to May 1962. The village was sclected

to study the impact of s growing +own on +he socio-economie
life of the villagers in the neighbourhood. During the last
decade, the village has been greatly influenced by another
important force of change, viz., the continuous inflow of
imnmigrants from Last Pakistan.

1.2, Due to the expansion of Nowgong town, the major
portion of the village has become almost a part of the

town itself. On account of the cosmopolitan character of
the population, *he 1mport;nt characterlstics of an average
village of Assam are not found in this village. From the
very outlook one can fecl +hat the village is passing through
a transitional stage by losing 1ts rural character very fast.
Chotahaibar presents an ideal fringe society with cultural
complex of both rural and urban society.

2 Changes in Demography.

2.1, The location of the village, just near a distriet
headauarter town with fertile land and ample facilities for
trade has attracted Muslim immigrants and Hindu refugees
from East Bengal (now East Pakistan). The presence of a
sizable number of Bengali immigragts (both Muslims and Hindus)
in the distriet headouarter (and in the district 2s a whole)
rmust have been an important factor to encourage the immi-
grants to take settlement in a village near the town. Within
a period of 5 years and 4 months, since the first point
survey to resurvey, the number of households increased from

94 to 277. During *+he same period, 20 original households
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emigrated from +he village. Six new households came into
being due *o separation. Thus it is evident that during
1956-62, 203 new immigrant households have settled down in
the village, In addition, there werc 6 houscholds of +em-
porary sefttlers in the village,

242, Most of the Hindu Houscholds have come directly to
the village in recent years (i.c. after +he partition of
the country) from East Beng,l. Some of the refugees have
come from other places of Assam where they found their
living difficult in +hose areas, Majority of the Muslim
households are immigrants in pre=partition days although

a large number of +hem have come +o the village only after
1956. The immigration into *he village is still continu-
ing. i +he time of first point survey “here were only

33 households of immigrant Ilindus; the number inecreased to
162 at the time of resurvey. Similarly +he immigrant
Huslim households increased from 42 +o 92. The original
inhabitant, issamese Hindu households, increased from 19

to 23 due to partition and immigration.

2+3s At the time of first point survey Chotahaibar had a
population of 600 persons snd at *he time of resurvey 1,779,
persons an inerease of 1,179 persons, (954 males and 825
females) 196.5 per cent over +he originale. This givea a
growth rate of 36.8 per cent per annum, The real cause of
rapid increase is the heavy influx of immigrants into +he
village. s the birth and death record of the village

is not properly maintained it is not easy +o calculate the
natural growth rate. But by comparing the vopulation of
*he original households at the two points of time the
natural growth rate comes +o 1.7 per cent per annum. Basing
on the data on the excess of births over death of the original
households, *he annual natural increase is found +o be 3,06
per cent per annum. The increase is higher smong the immi-

grant Muslims. The death rate in *he village is declining



appreciably.

2.4, The average size of a family is somewhat larger.

ALt +he first point survey the average size of a houséhold
was 6.38 and at the time of resurvey it was 6.42. Nuclear
families are found to be highest in both the counts.

2454 The popular age group for marriage smongst men is
95 to 30 years and amongst women 15 to 20 years. The number
of widowed persons and divorced women increased considerably.
Bigamy was prevalent at the time of first point survey and
at the time of re-survey also there were 4 persons having

2 wives each. Some of the original Assamese inhabitants
introduced certain simple marriage ceremonies in place of
elaborate Brahminiegl rites.

2460 In the year 1956, the percentage of literacy in the
village was 31.0 and in 1962 it has increased to 36.2. The
villagers could not avail the facilities of the higher edu-
cation in the nearby town. At the time of re-survey there
were only two graduates in the village. No one in the vill-
age has received any technical education. The percentage of
literacy among the females is much lower than males. There
is not a single woman in the village with education of Ma-
triculation standard. The percentage of children attending
school in the village, is also dis,ppointing and at the
time of resurvey no improvement on this regard is noticed.
3. Changes in Fconomic Status and Occupation Structure.
3ele The percentage of dependents or non-workers remgined
the same at the two points of time. (69.00% in 1956 and
69,40 in 1962). Only significant change noticed in the
economic status of the population is the increase of female
workers at the time of resurvey. The percentage of female
workers is highest amongst the Assamese Hindus and lowest
amongst the immigrant Muslims. Some of the Bengali Hindu
women also take part in gainful economic activities. Even

in the age group of 10«14 year: and above 60 years, there















ST gy. s
non~agricultural occupations.
6ede The average income and expenditure per household gives
a very gloomy picture, The average deficit per household is
fuite considaradle in both the counts. In 1962, out of the
277 households 180 households had deficit family budgets of
varying amounts. The resé 79 houssholds had very little sur-‘
plus budgets. The average éxpgnditu;e 1s found to exceed income
in all the three communities. The deficit is found to be highest
among the Assamese Himdus who are the original settlers of the
village. In the fimet podny survoy alse majorfty of the housee
holda had dafielh iwfkolr family budgetes
Gifis A% 19 avarege expaRdiiuTe Pr housohold exGRede ¥SRRER
income, the househalds must borrow money from some sources,
In faét, the amount of loan tsken by the villagers is very high
and at the time of resurvey mgjority of the households in the
village were found to be indebteds While the total indebtedness
in the village was only Rs. 32,441,00 in 1956, the amount increasaed
to Rs. 161,855.00 by 1962, The number of households incurring
logn has increased in 1962, The amount of repayment is very
negligibles AS almost all the households are running in deficit
budget, it is not possible for them to repay the loans in timea:
6,6, The major source of loans 1s Government. Importance of
Government agencies as supplier of credit has increased further
since the first point survey. Refugee loans are issued to the
immigrants mainly for purchasing land, constructing houses and
establishing small scale industries. Other important sources
of credit are Traders and money lenders, businessmen and friends
and relatives. For the period of 195056, data on sale and
purchase of livestock is only available,
6.7, D uring 1956-62 the volume of capital transactions
increased to a very great extent. In that period the sale of
land and livestock dominated the other items of sale. - The

highest amount is spent in building constructions, The amount
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spent in purchasing land is also fairly high.

e Changes in the Levels of L;ving.

Tele In 1956, 4 families and in 1962 2 families did not own

any housing units and lived in part houses with their rela-

tives., Mpreover, 28 immigrant families were living in rented
housés at the time of resurvey. The number of persons per

residential unit increased from 4,3 persons in 1956 to 4.8
persons in 1962. The residential accommodavion avallable per
household was 334.02 square feet and per capita 52,00 square

feet in 1962, Data for 1956 on this aspect is not available.
Within the period of the time between the first point survey

and resurvey 11 modern type of houses were constructed in the
village., 411 these modern houses are owned by the Ipmigrant
Hindus, Op the whole, the housing condition of the village

has slightly improved at the time of resurvey.

7024 The villagers do not possess very costly consumer goods,
But ét the time of resurvey they have acquired a number of
goods like sewing machines, bicycles, oil-stoves, torch lights
and radios, which are generally used by the urban people. The
households in the nonragridultural occupations are much more
inelined to adopt urban way of 1ife than the farmers. The
villagers are in the subsistance level of living and the
standard of food is of very inferior types. The data on standard
of food consumption for 1956 is not available but it is said that
the standard of food has not improved at all at the time of
resurveyf The standard of food is most inferior in the house-
holds in the oocupations of Agricultural labour and in Misce-
llaneous groups.

8% Conclusions.

8.1, The pssamese Hindus who are the original inhabitants of
the village are éxposed to several exogenous forces, seem to
have found it difficult toaljust themselves to the new situation.
The economic condition of this section of people has not impro-

ved since the time of first point survey. On the other hand, the



